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QUSE BIZ ST 


B'way Musical Setup in Sharp Upturn INSHAKEN BY 
With ‘Rambow and Sleeper ‘Scene 


Since Christmas the musical show * 


outlook on Broadway has taken a 
gharp upturn, four tuners having 
been added to the list, all with in- 
dicated boxoffice strength. There 
was some difference of opinion about 
“Beggar's Holiday” and “Toplitzky 
“Beggar's Holiday” and “Toplitzsky 
of Notre Dame” but last week's ar- | 
rivals, “Street Scene” and Finian’s 
Rainbow,” drew the kind of notices 
that had most of the critics reach- 
ing for laudatory adjectives. 
Neither “Rainbow” nor “Scene” 
is a musicomedy as such, the 
latter being operatic by nature, based 
upon the melodrama of the same 
title, while the former is a fantasy 
_or play with music. Neither pro- 
duction is long on scenic investiture, 
both being virtual one-setters, most 
unusual on Broadway. There are 
incidental scenes in “Rainbow’” but 
most of the movement and enact- 
ment are within a full. stage exterior. 
“Scene” also has an exterior setting, 
depicting the street front and side- 
walk of a New York tenemént house. 
It is set in “two,” utilizing but a 
quarter of the stage depth. Credit 
for the performances therefore go to 
(Continued on page 44) 





Joan Edwards Preps 
Suit on F-C-B Agency 
In ‘Hit Parade’ Bounce 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Joan Edwards, who’s set to go off 
the Lucky Strike “Hit Parade” Jan. 
18, is preparing to sue Foote, Cone 
& Belding for breach of contract. 
She's taking the cue from Tony Mar- 
tin’s victory over Bourjois on the | 
Strength of an oral contract crooner 
had with the sponsor. Miss Edwards’ 
pact is similarly on the oral side, 
and she regards the Martin case as 
& worthy precedent. 

Singer points out that she would 

ot have gone out to the Coast from 

ew York for one option period. 
She also cites the fact that she | 
moved her family with her. Her 
husband, a musician, is forced to 
wait six months before he can work 
in order to conform to rules of the 
Los Angeles Local of the American 
Federation of Musicians. 

American Tobacco is not planning 
@ replacement for Miss Edwards, but 
Will use different guests weekly. 


WASH, BILL WOULD 
NIX NEGRO TABU 





| eountry 





Washington, Jan. 14. 

A’ bill to force theatres, niteries, | 
restaurants and other public places | 
in the District of Columbia to open | 
their doors to Negroes was intro- | 





Radio’s 1st Drive-In 


Phoenix, Jan. 14. 
Now it’s the drive-in radio sta- 
tion! 

KTYL—new 250-watter in Mesa, 
Ariz., 16 miles from here—boasts of 
being only drive-in station in 
by virtue of 
physical setup, 

Outfit’s main studio has show- 
case front looking out on station’s 
free parking lot, where motorists 
are invited to check in and watch 
broadcasts while sitting in their 
cars. 


N. Y. Nitery Biz 
On Upbeat Again 


New York nitery ops, for the first 
time singe the cafe recession started 
in October, experienced an appre- 
eiable business pickup which indi- 
cated thaf 1947 may be a good year 
despite prophecies to the contrary. 

Business, last week, bounced back 
to near wartime levels, picking up 
as much as 50% in some spots. Aver- 
age rise, however, was around 25%, 
with upped takes fairly evenly 
spread around town. 

Some bonifaces, however, weren't 
optimistic that it would last. Some 





attributed the hike to the fact that’ 
|two major west side boites were 
| temporarily shuttered. The Carnival, 


which siphoned off considerable 
trade from many cafes with Milton 
Berle as the headliner, closed 
after New Year's eve for refurbish- 


(Continued on page 18) 


the | 
its unique | 


By BOB STAHL 
Despite warnings from top Gov- 
ernment officials and leading econ- 
omists on the general state of cu 
rent U. S. business conditions, sur- 
vey among sales chiefs of the lead- 








optimism that film business will 


jE 


Wall Street’s Dim View 


Wall Street continues to take 
a dims view of the film biz and 
its profit prospects in '47, groov- 
ing its slant to the Government’s 
general industrial jitters. As 
such, the Street does not share 
film sales toppers’ bright fore- 
casts of maintained solid returns. 
Stock quotes on the majors’ 
common, along with liquor 
shares, still lead the parade 
downward on_ slipping price 
levels. 

Indicating the Street’s bearish 
streak on films are prices which 
are now approximately one-half 
those of last summer’s peak, 
Yesterday’s (14) closing quotes 
show 20th-Fox at 325, from a 
high of 63; Columbia, 18% from 
36; Loew’s, 23%, from 41, etc. 
Industrial leaders are compara- 
tively stronger, i.e., U. S. Steel, 
now 69 from a high of 97, and 
General Motors, 54 from its 80 
peak, 





~~ - 





continue along the merry path of 
record-breaking grosses it estab- 
lished during 1946. Only word of 
caution appended by the film toppers 
is that a premium will be placed on 
better showmanship and quality of 
pictures during 1947 if present box- 
office levels are to be maintained— 


(Continue@ on page 2) 








ORM 


GOVT. WARNING. 


ing film companies reveals extreme | 





Bookies Set Jones, 


~— In Hollywood's 





Lovely Lively Carole 


Memphis, Jan. 14. 
telegraph editors are 

over the teletyping 
went out one day last 
| week in a United Press item regard- 
jing the selection by a certain fash- 
lion organization of the nation’s “best 
| undressed women.” 
; Copy as received at many news 
| desks reported that Carole Landis of 
the films had been honored as the 
woman who'd be “liveliest in a night- 
gown.” Few hours later a 
tion came over the wires. 
in “liveliest” should 
io.” 


GOP Stymies Cut 


| Newspaper 
| still chuckling 


i miscue that 


correc- 
That “i” 
an 


have been 





Washington, Jar. 14. 

Republican house leaders have 
ruled out any reduction of the 20°, 
federal admission tax bite, and the 
wartime rate will definitely continue 
until at least June 30, 1948. The de- 
cision to maintain all excise taxes, 
including the 10% boost on peace- 
time amusement taxes, was made at 
a Republican Party caucus and puts 
the quietus on industry hopes of an 
early tax slash. 

Republicans intend concentrating 
on a proportionate reduction in in- 
come taxes. With President 
man, Sen. Robert Taft, Harold E. 
Stassen and other potent figures all 
definitely opposed to lifting of ex- 

(Continued on page 2) 








Attendance 


But Dollar 


While gossip of a tremendous re- 
cession currently at film boxoffices 
is being widely heard throughout 
the country, the men with ihe fig- 
ures declare ‘tain’t so, Business at 
the moment, when averaged out 
over the nation, is just a few per- 
centage points, at rmcst, down from 
the same period last year—and 
that’s still nothing short of terrific 
as compared with prewar standards. 

The danger signal for the indus- 
try, as most film men see it, how- 
ever, is that attendance is off. While 


dollar volume remains pretty much | 


on a par with January, 1946, aver- 
age admission prices have inched up 


‘Off At Film Boxoffices 
Volume Remains High 


| available — “Razor's Edge” (20th) 
and “Blue Skies” (Par) seem to hold 
the lead at the moment—biz rises 
to the sensational category. But 
there doesn’t appear to be a suf- 
ficient number of such clicks —if 
there ever were—to keep b.o.’s con- 
stantly soaring. 

There's general agreement that 





the picnic is over and the public is | 


} 

| 

| being considerably more choosey 
|} than it was, which is also accounting 
| for that spottiness. Another change 
lin, the general picture which indi- 
‘cates the country is slipping back 
|into a more normal economic status 


is the return of the midweek blues 


ithe level of grosses. The east is 
holding its own, while the midwest 
is good in agricultural and dairy 
areas, but naturally off in what were 
inflated wartime industrial terri- 
| tories. The west is down somewhat, 
| but that varies, too, according to 
the nature of the area. Los Angeles 
!and Oakland are off, for instance. 
| while Phoenix is even with last year 
and Denver is up. 

| The last quarter of 1946 was just 
\a little ahead of the same period of 
| 1945, but December saw a slump 
| tk it was felt right through the holi- 
day period. Grosses generally were 
disappointing over New Year's 


duced last week by Representative | 4-5, which indicates fewer patrons | as b.o. emphasis swings to weekend | throughout the country, with the 
William L. Dawson (D., Ill.), one of| are shoving their coin across the} biz as against weekdays. Also the|°Mly really bright spot being Chi- 


the two Negro members of Congress. | 


Bill, which seeks to crack the, 
town's Jim Cro 


boxoffice sill. 


Despite the strong nationwide 


jupturn in matinee patronage in 
;}many locations as the public finds 


w policy, would pro-| average, there nevertheless appears | itself with more time on its hands 


| cago—and that again only because 
of a surfeit of good product. First 
| post-holiday week and the current 


ride fines of $10 to $100 and 10 days “to be more than the usual spottiness | and makes an effort to beat out the | Week are on about a par with a 


© 100 days per offense. 
would also be 
d 


Violators | 


about grosses. And that’s appar- 


; liable for personal ently being accentuated by a prod- | 
amages ranging from $109 to $500. uct shortage. When strong films are | be below the rest of the nation in 


| higher evening admission taps. 
Regionally, the south appears to 


year ago. 


| The comeback during the past 


(Continued on page 25) 


SIGNALS 


Of 207, Amus. Bite 


Tru- | 





Stewart As Faves 


Academy Futurity 


Hollywood, Jan. 1 
Hollywood's bookies, 
|odds on anything from a _ footvall 
to a turtle race. have turned 
attention to the Oscar Derby. 
| They have made Jennifer Jones and 
James Stewart favorites for thes- 
ping honors in their future book 
The sharpshooters can't make 
their minds about the production 
honers, sO they ha‘ ¢ pl cect 
pictures at the top of the list. 
Here ts the opening line: 
BEST PICTURE 
“Duel in the Sun” 
“Best Years of Our Lives” 
“The Jolson Story” 
“The Yearling” 
“It's a Wonderful Life”. 
“The Razor’s Edge” 
“To Each His Own” 
“The Killers” 
“Dark Mirror” 
“Anna and the King of Siam” 
BEST ACTRESS 
Jennifer Jones 
Olivia de Havilland 
Rosalind Russell .. 
frene Dunne 
Ingrid Bergman 
Gene Tierney 
Teresa Wright 
Joan Crawford 
Dorothy McGuire .... 
Claudette Coibert 
BEST ACTOR 
James Stewart 
Larry Parks ‘¢F : 
Gregory Peck (‘Duel’). 
Gregory Peck (“Yearling”) .... 
Cary Grant . 
Rex Harrison ... 
Fredric March 
Tyrone Power 


who will lay 


game 


their 


up 


three 


ee ee ee 


Wm. Powell Cleared 
By Court of Splicing 
Alimony With Tax Slash 


New method by which one could 
|escape both high income taxes and 
alimony payments in one fell swoop 
was revealed in New York ‘Tax 
' Court last week, though the case, 
j}involving the U. S. Tax Commis- 
| sioner and William Powell, found 
. actor cleared of any charges. 

Seems that 20th-Fox wanted 
Powell to star in “The Baroness and 
{the Butler,” back in 1937. but Powell 
'refused unless Eileen Wilson, his 
|ex-wife, was hired an actress, 
Company agreed and. in a separate 
coutract, signed with Miss Wilson 
her $150,000 for 10 pictures. 
When Miss Wilson died in 1942, she 
had been paid $519.23 weekly for 

(Continued on page 18) 


RUTH ETTING MAY P.A. 
ALSO AFTER RADIO TRY 


Ruth Etting, who's making a come- 
back to show business with a date 
on the Rudy Vallce show Jan. 21, is 
slated for a Bing Crosby guest shot 
two weeks later. 

Singer, who has been in retire- 
ment for a number of years was re- 
cently signed by Joe Glaser of the 
Associated Booking office, which is 
asking $3,500 for subsequent guest 
| shots. There’s the possibility Miss 
Etting may do a series of vaude dates 
‘should she establish herself in radio, 


as 


tO pay 
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$235,000,000 Amus. 


Tax Estimate 


For '47-48 Indicates Heavier B.0. 


Washington, Jan. 14. 
Very heavy business at the box- 
office during the Government fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 1947, is fore- 
cast on the basis of the President's 


budget message to Congress last 
Friday ‘ 10), 

While President Truman has re- 
quested Congress to continue the 


wartime excise rates after their ex- 
piration date— June 30 next — the 
budget estimates of receipts were 
based on the return to the old 10% 
boxoffice and 5% on nitery 
tabs. This was held to be an 
indirect admission from the White 
House that it did net expect com- 
pliance from the legislators. (Chances 
of the tax slash, skidded today (14) 
when a GOP caucus nixed lifting of 
excise taxes in favor of a reduction 
in income tax rates. Further de- 
tails on page 1). 

The admissions tax estimate is 
$20,100,000 for the nitery nick at 5%; 
and $215.800,000 for the 10% levy on 
ticket sales, or a total of $235,000,000. 
The estimate for fiscal 1947, already 
more than half as much in the next 
fiscal year, despite reduced rates, 
indicates a belief that attendance in 
theatres and nightclubs will be even 
heavier than at present. 


Other Highlights 


Some other highlights in 
budget requests: 

Mr. Truman upped the request of 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission to $9,000,000. It is getting 
about $7,000,000 for the current fis- 
cal year. However, there appears 
little chance that the economy- 
minded Congress will allow addi- 
tional funds to FCC, no matter what 
song the agency sings. 

A sharp increase in the budget 
of the Library of Congress motion 
et project is also asked. Mr. 

ruman recommended $370,000 for 
the new year. The Library will 
spend about $106,000 on this work 
in the current fiscal year. 

The State Department funds for 
information and cultural purposes 
are somewhat uncertain since they 


at the 
check 


the 


are concealed here and there in the | 


overall department requests. How- 
ever, they substantially exceed the 
$20.000,000 which Congress allowed 
for the current period. Here again 
the Congressional budgeteers are fig- 
ured to prune sharply. The general 
belief is that Assistant Secretary of 


State William Benton will get far 


less than he is currently spending. 

The recently revived Office of 
Government Reports, which includes 
liaison with the picture and radio 
industries for the administration, is 
asking $538,750 for the next year. 

The Department of Agriculture, 
which does considerable film and ra- 
dio work, is asking $67,400 for the 
production of films, an increase of 
about $8,000 over the current year, 
and $42,100 for the distribution of 
agricultural information by radio. 
The money is entirely for the sal- 
aries involved. 











Pix Storm Signals 


Continued from page 1 





and most believe these two factors 
towards good business will be forth- 
coming. 

President Truman himself warned 
last week: that consumer savings had 
dwindled to prewar levels and were 
no longer able to bolster the high 
demands for goods and services that 
would’ mean continued business 
prosperity. In an economic report to 
Congress, the President pointed out 





that the present high prices on most | 


commodities had materially de- 
.creased the purchasing price of the 
dollar, and that the public, conse- 
quently, was digging into its savings 
to bolster its current income. “It is 
unsafe to assume,” Mr.Truman added, 
“that most American families still 
have enough savings in hand to 
supplement current income for any 
considerable length of time.” 


With the President's words echoed 
by other Government officials, film 
industry observers believe the sit- 
juation might cut considerably into 
film grosses. The public has not had 
,a chance yet to satisfy the pent-up 
demand for many consumer goods 
impossible to get all during *the war. 
With few signs of any price cuts on 
such articles as automobiles, refrig- 
'erators, washing machines, etc., they 
| believe sustained purchase of these 
articles will necessarily take its toll 
of the nation’s boxoffice. 

Scully’s Views 

Sales chiefs, however, decry this 
belief as being contrary to the facts 
already established through experi- 
ence. Prewar depression illustrated, 
they point out, that the film business 
is always among the last major in- 
i dustries to feel the effects of a de- 
pression. Indicative of their zeneral 
optimism is the view of William J. 
Scully, Universal-International vee- 
pee over sales, who declared that 


“the public must have entertainment; | 


if people can’t find money for other 
things, they can always find it for 
entertainment.” 

There is still “plenty of money in 
| circulation,” Scully said, “and every- 
body is spending it. 
that good pictures will always do 
good business and, with all signs 
pointing to all companies making 
better pictures, it’s unlikely any 
, business recession will hit the film 
industry, at least during 1947.” With 
|film ‘production costs mirroring 
upped prices on most commodities, 
Scully predicted there would be no 
slice. in admission prices during the 
| coming year. 
Depinet Optimistic 


words of economists,.Ned E. Depinet, 

| vice chairman of the RKO board, 
jalso voiced extreme optimism on 
11947 boxoffice potentialities. Speak- 
|ing at a year-end luncheon of RKO 
| administrative and exec staffs at the 
| Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., last 
| week, Depinet declared: 








Stymies 20% Cut 


“There is talk afield of a possible 
'business recession. I do not agree 
with such prophesies. Luckily, busi- 
ness doesn’t operate automatically. 





Continued from page 1 — 


cise bite—-cause of amusement in- 
dustry is lost for the year, anyway. 

Maintenance ot the 20% bite will 
also mean that many localities that 
have been sharpening their knives 


with the idea of cutting off added | 


theatre taxes will have to turn else- 
where. These localities had ex- 
pected to move into the void and fix 
admission taxes which would have 
replaced those of the federal govern- 
ment. Belief in the trade is that at- 
tempts to fasten local taps on top of 
the 20‘, federal nick would be un- 
feasible as close to confiscatory. 





Woody Herman Takes 
Disk Jockey Chore 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Woody Herman has turned to part- 
time disk jockeying. Starts once 
weekly stint on Sat. (18) vice Al Jar- 
vis on KLAC. Deal is for moola. 
though admittedly his platter-spin- 
ning stipend is not commensurate 
with his bandstand-earning capaci- 
ties. 

The clarinetist, who broke up his 
orch in the east just before the Yule, 
decided to take to disk jockeying 
instead of reforming a crew here 
this month after medicos advised 
him to lay off for at least eight more 


. weeks and pick up some of the 20- | 


odd pounds he is under weight. 


Human effort plays the major role. 
It wasn't just the generally good 
conditions that built up last year’s 
record. Good conditions helped just 
as poor conditions would hinder. 
But good or bad, the determining 
factor rests with us.” 

Tom J. Connors, 20th-Fox veepee 
over sales, predicted that 1947 would 
see an unprecedented peacetime na- 
tional income of $165,000,000,000- 
$170,000,000,000, so that the boxoffice 
take “can’t help but be high.” Twen- 
tieth’s production lineup for 1947, 
which includes a budget of $45,000,- 
000 for 20 top pictures, is being emu- 
lated by most other companies, 
which means the year should see a 
record output of top quality pictures. 
Such 
boxoffice figures should 
by far than in 1946." Connors 
averred. He also declared that pic- 
tures would not suffer from an on- 
slaught of consumer goods on the 
market, claiming pictures are a ne- 
cessity and do not compete with 
other articles. 

Robert Mochrie, RKO veepee over 
domestic distribution, predicted the 


be 


. | 
public would shop more for pictures 


than it did in 1946 but believed it 
would spend just as much. Box- 
office level should not vary more 


than one or two percentage points in 


either direction from the record- 
shattering 1946 standards, he said. 
adding that business in 


subsequent 
years would follow the general eco- 
nomic condition of the country. 





It’s still true | 


Challenging directly the cautious | 


conditions mean the national | 
“better | 








239th WEEK! 


| KEN MURRAY’S | 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” | 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


“Why haven't the calendar people 
picked you up? You'll be here for 
years!” BOB HOPE. 


Pix, Tele Seen 
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At Peak in “47 

| 

Washington, Jan. 14. | 

Pictures and television appear set 

|for good year in 1947, according to 

industrial forecasts just issued by 
the Department of Commerce. 

Theatre receipts are expected to 
continue high, and the sale of video 
receivers will be terrific, says the 
Department’s report on industrial 
trends. 

In pictures, report stated: 

“There is a trend to higher-cost, | 
|longer-playing films in Hollywood. | 
| It is expected theatre receipts will 
jhold pretty well to the peak year 
levels of 1946. A new wrinkle will 
|be the development of 16m theatres 
| built in communities where no regu- 
\lar theatres exist. Thousands of small 
| communities exist which are expect- 
/ed to support such small theatres. 
; “Visual education will get a boost 
| in 1947, with many firms actively en- | 
gaged in the commercial film field. | 

“Television is not expected to be- 
come a threat to pictures in 1947, } 
but many major television problems | 
jhave been. solved, and competition | 
|can be expected in a few years.” 
| The section on radio predicted | 
that 250,000 or more television re- 
ceivers will be manufactured and 
put on the market this year, com- 
pared with only the handful now out. 
| “Distribution of the sets,” said the 
| forecast, “will be limited by the 
jareas having television coverage— 
{presently only six cities. However, 
138 additional stations have been au- | 
| thorized through FCC licenses and | 
| are expected to get into operation in | 
| the near future. 

“The radio industry expects to hit 
an all-time high in 1947. It is ex-| 
| pected that about one-third of all! 
;sets manufactured during the last 
, three months of 1947 will be equip- 
ped to receive FM broadcasts. Pro- 
, duction of AM radios will fall off to | 
make way for sets having both FM | 
|and AM reception.” 


‘MG MAY DO PIC BIOG OF 
McCLELLAND BARCLAY. 


Deal is pending by which Metro | 

| would do a film biog of McClelland | 
| Barclay, famed painter of femmes, | 
who was killed in the Pacific dur- | 
| ing the war while recording battles | 
On canvas on assignment from the. 
| U. S. Navy. 
A. Newton Plummer, New York | 
|printing exec. has acquired rights | 
to the biog from Barclay’s family, | 
| and has been doing the negotiating | 
| with Metro. 


Harold Lloyd Asks 4006 
For ‘Stolen’ Prattfall 


San Francisco, Jan. 14. 

















{ 











Is a prattfall art, and if it is art, is | 
it worth $400,000? That's what Har- 
| old Lloyd is asking from Universal 
_in a suit before the Ninth U. S. cir- | 
cuit court of appeals for using one 
of his copyrighted comedy sequences 
in a 1942 film titled “So's Your 
Uncle.” 

Both Universal and Lloyd are ap- 
pealing a lower court decision which 
awarded the comedian $40,000 for 
infringement of copyright. Lloyd's 
attorney, Harold A. Fendler, asked 
the court to “move the decimal point 
over one place” 
to $400,000. 


Defendant's attorneys | 


countered with claims that Lioyd’s | Mrs. Olive I. Kephart, who declares | gets a switchoff, and 
lapstick and thus pub- | she’ bankrolled the dancer in a ie the inning-by-inning scores ©” 
venture, 


comedy was s 


i lic domain, not genuine drama. 


| worries. 


|fan dancer, because of her failure 


to boost the award | judgment for $5,543. 


|to answer a summons involving a | over “Bandstand,” latter must for 
|feit the time in favor of Barber. 

Judgment was obtained in 1943 By jit game goes beyond 5:30. ate 
wi 


—, 


The Berle-ing Point 


By Milton Berle 


Well, here we are on our way out to the Coast by way of 20th Century 
. Limited, that is. That’s about as close as Pil get to 20th Century-Fey, 
Intended to take the Southern Route but my baby Vicki can’t say “You. 
all.” Everybody's been so nice to me...why, the minute I got on the 
train the porter didn’t know what to do for me...so he didn’t. Have my 
own compartment. Remember during the war when I traveled by train... 
I had baggage rack No. 6. So many wolves on the train, I had to puta 
sign on my baby’s door. ..“Please refrain from making nurse.” My brother 
Frank is coming out later...he’s been signed to do additional dialog for 
Harpo Marx. It’s not true that Joyce and I are going to the Coast just to 
get our names in Varrety’s NY to LA column. Confidentially, Joyce has 
been called out to complete the “Life Story” series. Like Jolson’s, Cole 
Porter’s and Kern’s. It's to be called “The Egg and I.” Felt so happy, 
I started singing “California, Here I Come”...until the wheels started 
clicking “You better go back where you started from.” 
The Great Wit Way 

so much wind there you'd think Bilbo was in 














Stopped off in Chicago. 
town. 

Understand press agents may quit hanging around Hanson's. . 
calls are too rumorous to mention. 

Lew Parker says long before the fat shortage his girl was saying, “No 
soap.” 

Loved that scene in a recent English movie in which a seasick sailor, 
when advised to head for the porthole, said, “Don’t be silly: I only drink 
sherry!” 

Dining room dig: She’s got a marvelous perso-nitl-ity. 

When Stubby Kaye saw a hated enemy munching a frankfurter, he 
quipped, “Ah, another example of dog eat dog.” 

Ne Truth to the Rumor 

That Hoagy Carmichael’s next song will be called “Old Pot Cheese 
Moon”...That Nan Blakstone has just been signed for the singing lead in 
“Blossom Time”...That for Christmas Tom Breneman got a gift cer- 
tificate to John Frederics...That every day at sundown all 20th-Century 
Fox employees must bow toward Zanuck...That Maxie Rosenbloom and 
Carrie Finnell will have their own breakfast program.» 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Bilbo’s plight: Southern discomfort...James Barton’s drunk 
Stew-pendous...Henry Morgan: Biunder-full...Raul Reyes: 
boy...Lowdown conniver: “Angle” worm. 

Observation Department 

Understand with the prices Florida is getting this year...even the birds 
ean’t afford to fly south. 

Girl: I hate you, I hate you, I hate you. 

Boy: Guess that breaks up a beautiful friendship. 

Sign over a midtown bar: SRO...Stagger Reom Only. 

“Look at that girl crying over there.” 

“Yes, she’s a mimic doing Belle Baker.” 

Berled Eggs 

Understand eight prospective musical airers in New York were forced 
to cancel their plans...Ray Block was unavailable. 

Cub Room conversation: “With the mistakes that producer makes, he 
should wear an eraser on his head instead of a toupee.” 

Stranger: “Pardon me, but hew will I find the city morgue?” 

Comic: “Take your second right, and drop dead!” 

52d Street statis: “That kind of music sends me...collect.” 

Sally Jolinsky just wrote a John L. Lewis song...can only be played in 
a minor key. 

My brother (the one who uses a heating pad for warm-ups) has ne talent 

.he was born on the wrong side of Lindy’s. 


the phone 


routine: 
Rumba one 





Army Pays $10,350,000 | NEWS STRIKE DENTS 
To H’wood on Rentals PARIS AMUS. BIZ 


For U. S., Overseas Pix Paris, Jan. 14. 


Film and legit grosses are being 
Washington, Jan. 14. | dented badly this week as a result 
The Army has become one of of lack of newspaper advertising 
Hollywood’s best customers in the | cince last: Thursday (9). 
domestic and foreign markets. Dur- p \ t trike af 
ing the Government fiscal year end- ve Ser anes ee 
ing June 30 last, the Army Motion that time, shutting down all the ma- 
\jar Paris dailies. 


Picture Service paid American dis- 
which | —— 
Cugat Gets 1756 Bid 














tributors $10,350,000 — of 
about $7,000,000' was for films 
screened at Army posts in this coun- 
try and the rest was for the various 
overseas Army theatres. ° e 

The overall figure would have For Argentine P icture 
been higher except that the studios Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
contributed free 16m films to the s Geral 
armed forces during the war, and Xavier Cugat has been offere 
payments for screenings abroad did | $175,000 to take his band to Buenos 
not begin until October, 1945. In ad-| Aires and make a picture for 
dition, films shown at Army posts| Attilio Mentasi, owner of Argen- 
in Panama and Hawaii are not in-/|tina Sono Films. Bid came as re- 
cluded in the totals. The industry | sult of recent South American junket 
makes a separate deal and collects | of Jules Stein, board chairman of 
separately with the Canal Depart- | Music Corp. of America, which 
ment Motion Picture Service and the | handles Cugat. In addition to the 
Middle Pacific Motion Picture 





coin, Mentasi reportedly is willing 

Service. to cede to the batoneer U. S. dis- 
tribution rights. 

- Script of projected pic, written 

Hedy Asks Pact Washup - Hugo Fregonese, already has 


Due to Impending Birth een forwarded to Cugat. Possibility 
Los Angeles, Jan. 14, of leader aecepting offer is bright, 

Hedy Lamarr asked Superior = View of fact for some time he has 
Court for immediate abrogation of | been plotting South American tour 
her player contract with Arnold , With his band. 


Pressburger on the plea that she ex- 
Red-Ted Lather 


pects to bear a child this spring and 
Apparently Ted Husing and Red 


wants to be free from _ business | 
Barber just can't keep out of each 
| other's hair. 

Barber folded his WHN (N. Y.) 
office to take over Husing’s spot at 
CBS, with Husing moving into WHN 
as its marathon “Bandstand” disk 
jockey. But Barber's identification 
with WHN continues this summer 
with his Old Gold-sponsored Dodg- 
ers ballcasts, from Ebbets Field. 
And if game time stretches beyond 
ithe 5 p.m. period, when Husing takes 





Pressburger, according to his. at- | 
torney, is in Europe and will not re- 
turn until late in March. Judge 
Caryl M. Sheldon set May 12 as the 
date of the hearing. 


Warrant for Sally 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 
Superior Court issued a bench 
warrant for the arrest of Sally Rand, 








Husing 


“Bandstand.” 














—_— == Sh! 


enn’ 


or, 
nk 


er- 
iry 


nd! 


ine: 
one 


irds 


rced 


he 


din 


lent 


BIZ 


14. 
peing 
esult 
tising 


ke at 
> ma- 


ture 


a 14. 

tered 
suenos 
e fot 
Argel- 
as ree 
junket 
nan of 
which 
to the 
willing 
Ss. dis- 


written 
dv has 
ssibility 
bright, 
he has 
yn tour 


nd Red 
of each 


(N. Y.) 
spot at 
Oo WHN 
a” disk 
ification 
summer 
4 Dodg- 

Field. 
beyond 
ng takes 
ust fore 
Barber. 
Barber 
neg will 
cores on 




















_ Wednesday, January 15, 1947 





INDUSTRY'S U. S. ‘CULTURE’ VETO 


PICTURES e 








UA in Legal: Maneuver, Offers DOS 





In the midst of its bitter legal * 
battle with David O. Selznick, United | 
Artists is reliably reported to have 
tendered an offer to the producer | 
last week to handle his “Duel In the 


Spitz on MPPA Board 


| Hollywood, Jan. 14 


Sa 


| 





| facilities in 


iw. 


Sun.” It was no indication of a) Leo Spitz was elected to the board | 
e a> | te i oo ned a 
reapprochment, however, but a le- |of Assn. of Motion Picture Pro 
gal maneuver dictated by John W ducers, supplanting Cliff Work, who 
2a < - A ° uaa ; - & Zs an 
Davis’ law firm in its agreement to | resigned. Letter of appreciation 
handle the case against Selznick for | W45 voted by the board to be sent 
UA | Work for his services. 

Distrib in making the offer, was At the same time, board voted | 
virtually certain it would be turned $150,000 for start of a technological | 
down—as it was. Davis’ outfit, Davis, |"esearch program which AMPP 
Polk Wardwell, Sunderland & |head Byron Price stated would 


“provide means 
program of 


for blueprinting” 
industry-wide 


Kiendl. in recommending that UA 
“tender performance” of its contract | 


with Selznick, followed earlier rec- | nolrq'cal research with hopes that 
ommendations along the same line by | &V® otually independent producers 
Rawerd CC Ratterv. exy Con. | Will participate fully. Y. Frank 
Edward C. Raftery, UA prexy. Con 

tention was that the offer would | Freeman will be in charge of com- 
greatly strengthen UA’s case. As a ‘mittee which administers fund. 
result, the board, at its meeting Jan. ean enero: 


6. adopted a resolution to inform 
Selznick it was ready to handle 
“Duel” and furtherr discussed the | 
situation at a board meeting yester- 
day (Tuesday). 

Refusal to distribute the $5,500,000 
opus was one of the key points in 
the original resolution of partners 
Mary Pickford and Charles Chaplin 
to oust Selznick from his one-third | 
partnership in the company. It was 
later part of the board’s resolution 
when legal action was decided on 
to cancel DOS's releasing agreement 
and cut him off from his stock own- 


Selznick Plans 


David O. Selznick’s plans are to 
make only one picture himself every 
| two years, but he will serve as exec 
| producer on six or seven films each 
| season to be turned out by a stable 
|of producers at his Vanguard Stu- 


| dios, Paul MacNamara, Selznick 

ership. Since that time the pro-| pub-ad chief, said in New York last 
ducer has been setting up his own! week. MacNamara disclosed that | 

ss sieunitineateie on A oe 27) | two more producers will be added 


ito the present staff. which includes 
| David Hempstead, Alfred Hitchcock 
— Allan Scott. One of the pro- 
| ducers maz: come from RKO in the 
| deal by which Dore Schary was re- 
|} leased to that company by Selznick 

few weeks ago to head its pro- 
duction, 


Metro's Technicolor opus, “The | With Technicolor now said to be 
working at 60° of capacity, despite | 


Yearling,” is going to make the U. S S.| 
the strike, MacNamara said Selznick | 


theatre rounds in two differe nt | 

versions as a result of a last-minute | is counting on receiving 75 prints of 
renovation. The change in’ the! “Duel in the Sun” by Feb. 22. Thus, 
finished work was wrought on the! he stated, the new Selznick Releas- 
(Continued on page 21) 


insistence of Gus Eyssell, managing 


director of Radio City Music Hall, 
Mason-Korda Pact 


Eyssell ies On 
Bleeding Pig Cues 
‘Yearling’ Switch ; 





who only recently stirred a tempest | 
at M-G by demanding and getting a | 


sizeable cut in playing time of | 

Metro's musical, “Till the Clouds . ° 

Roll By.” Gives Actor Profit 
Sequence nixed by Eyssell in | 


“Yearling” and thereupon amputated | 
in the prints heading for the Music | 
Hall depicted a bear badly mauling 
a pig on a farm, The MH’s director ,,-"" renga ‘ 
hewed to the showcase’s policy of Korda gives the British star a profit 


Two-picture deal made by James 


1 Every 2 Years. 


Mason last week with Sir Alexander | of pix is used up and to withdraw 


to operate 


tech- | adequate 


pry MPEA loose from its bearings. 
Outburst of the tiff is the tipoff 
l\that Government officials now con- | 
|sider their efforts as hopeless and 
are therefore determined to swing 
| their punches in the public spot- 
light. 

Sharp retort of Joyce O'Hara, 


| William H. 
| Hollywood, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| bassy 


| 





eschewing gory details, and since | Participation in the films plus a | 
the pig is lensed bleeding a bright | guarantee and is said to be “in all | 
Technicolor red, the MH taboo was | respects comparable financially to | 
applied ena ‘acce ted end M-G | the arrangements Korda has with | 
Sennire P : first-rank Hollywood players.” Brit- 

rts om . ‘. | ish producer has pacts with Cary 

Eyssell’s axing of Clouds” | Grant, Paulette Goddard and Orson | 
brought forth plenty of squawks | we}les. 


from Metro’s studio execs and for a | 


Mason's services won't be required 
while cast doubt on whether the 





HWOOD AID NIX U to 100 Pix Due in Ist Quarter 
Duel’ Distribution—But Is Brushed 


KEY Th BREACH Of 1947 for Buyers: § Major Firms 
| Map 67 Releases, Others Set for 33 


Washington, Jan. 14. 
Thumbs-down stance on a State 
Dept. plea that the Motion Picture 
Export Assn, throw its distribution 


13 countries in 
of the Government’s 
ture program is 
words currently 


support 
cultural pic- 
behind the 
passing between 
officialdom and the Motion 
Picture Assn. As a consequence of 
ihis unpublicized rejection, made sev- 
eral months ago and still in 
the State Dept. 


hard 


has been —— 
on its own, using far less 
embassy facilities. 
Government sentiments have 
rubbed raw by the outright nix, but 
the lid was clamped on hot words 
until last week while the 


been 


State: 


diplomats sfully to 


sought unsucces 


|; MPA prexy Eric Johnston's assistant, 
to Assistant Secretary of State 
Benton’s remarks re 
keys the _ industry's 
position in rejecting the 
original distribution plea. 


official 
Dept.’s 


effect, | 


O'Hara branded the Government's | 


(Continued on page 12) 


US. French Deal 
Nips Stiff Curbs: 


Washington, Jan. 14. 
Deal to stave off the stiff new 
film regulations which were pro- 
tested last week by Harold L. Smith, 
Paris rep of Motion Picture Assn., 
| has been worked out by U. S. em- 
there, the State Department 

announced here last night (13). 
Smith attacked new regulations 
which would have forbidden the 
dubbing of American pix more than 
two years old, and which would 
have required the French ministries 





to approve dubbing licenses, 


Word received from the embassy | 


Share Plus Guarantee «iscioses 


that the French have 
‘agreed to postpone the dubbing 
regulation until the U. S. backlog 


;the regulation that the two min- 
(Continued on page 21) 


CAPRA-STEWART DUE 





j 
i] 
| 








* Film buvers in the first quarter of 
1947 will have some 98-100 newly re- 
Cagney, Saroyan Huddle leased pix available to stock their 
screens. With all the companies 
Cagney has been in New | g} aping plans to distribute that total, 
men during the past week huddling | relea: ing tempo of °46, in which 
with William Sareven on screen some 405 films hit the theatres, will 
treatment of “Time of Your Life,” | carry over for the initial three 
Saroyan’s play to which Cagney and months of the new year. Of the num. 
his brother, William, recently pur- per, the eight majors are currently 
chased screen rights, Cagney spent | planning the release of 65-67 pix and 
the weekend at Saroyan’s home atthe three minors, plus Eagle-Lion, 
Millneck, L. I., discussing the treat- the balance of 33 films. 
ment and yesterday (Tuesday) went Added to these pix are some Strong 
to Maine to visit friends for a week. or potentially strong b.o. draws 
Cagney will return to New York currently in pre-release and first- 
i then to the Coast next weck, ac ru situations but not included in 
cording to present plans ‘Life’ | the first-quart: total. Among these 
will be the initial film to be made by are such top-drawer films as “Best 
the Cagneys at their new head- Years of Our Lives.” “It’s a Wonder- 
quarters in the General Service ful Life.” “Till the Clouds Roll By.” 
Studios They have pushed back “Duel in the Sun.” “Razor's Edge” 
“Stray Lamb” and “Lion in the and “Blue Skies.” 
Streets.” Pix set for release also include a 
cluster of double A films from al- 
{}most all major studios. Promising 
| k l| M | h. avy grosses for both theatres and 
0 OW f ro | distribs are Columbia's “The Jolson 
| Stor y’: Universal's “Temptation” 
e and “Song of Scheherazade”: 20th's 
P “13 Rue Madeleine”: Warners’ “Hu- 
runing fa moresque”; Metro’s “The Yearling”: 
'RKO’s “Sinbad the Sailor’; Para- 
Hollywood, Jan. 14, mount’s “California” and United 
First of the studios to clamp down Artists’ “Fabulous Dorseys.” 


on production expenses, Metro, 
which lopped off an estimated $9.,- 
000,000 a year, has been followed by 
other lots though with less publicity 
about the axe wielding. 

At Paramount, 20th-Fox and War- 


ners the loppage for 1947 will be 
| about $4,000,000 each. RKO and 
| Univ ersal-International are using 


pew: scalpel for around $2,000,000 
each, and Calumbia and United Art- 
| ists are w hittling approximately $1,- 
500,000 apiece. 

Sales staffers, meanwhile, are | 
phenagling to rebuild the audience 
appeal to approximately the spot 
where it was in 1930, when the cash 
customers registered an _ all-time 
high of 110,000,000. The nearest ap- 





proach to that figure was in 1944, 


when the attendance reached 97,- | 


| 000,000. 
of finance and of national economy | 


: See Nick Schenck In 





Another Retrenchment — 
Huddle on the Coast 


| Metro prexy Nicholas M. Schenck | 
| was slated to arrive on the Coast | 


} 


| 


| yesterday (Tuesday) after training | 
out from the homeoffice Saturday | 
(11). } 


TO PLUG LAGGING ‘LIFE’ 


Frank Capra, producer-director of | Coast 


. by Korda before next fall, at the | Liberty Films’ “It's a Wonderful | 
film would open at the Music Hall. | earliest, since pix in which the| Life.” is slated to arrive in New | 
His nix on the bleeding pig, how- | American stars are scheduled to ap- York from the Coast today | 
ever, convinced M-G toppers that | near are slated for production this | (Wednesday), to be followed next | 
the scene was n.s.g. Consequently, |spring and summer. Meantime, Monday (20) by James Stewart, the 


it was dropped on some 200 prints | 


Mason and his wife. Pamela Kellino, 
being readied at the Technicolor {will star in a Broadway-legiter, 
plant. On the 90 or so already in |«pathsheba,” which is set to come 
the can, consideration of costs fore- | into New York in mid-March, after 
Stalled revamping and those will 


a break-in tour. 
The Mason films may be 
either in Hollywood or London, 


be distributed—pig and all. 
po the contract states they are 





to be produced in the country “most 


JOHNSTON TO END ARIZ. | ve oroucea in the country “mos 
RECOUPING NEXT WEEK |:'.’,,.Xo, sor, bas been, definitely 


decided on yet for the initial film, 
Washington, Jan. 14. | but several are being negotiated for. 
Eric Johnston is continuing his 


non Phoenix, Ariz., until the end e . 

of this week. It’s uncertain as to C T H hf P 

whether or not the, Motion Picture osts 00 Ig oF Fix 
Assn. prez will go to Hollywood 
early next week, but he’s set to re- 
turn to New York, with a stopover 
in Chicago, by next Thursday (23) 


Chicago, Jan. 14 


Stopping between trains in Chi- 
or Friday. cago, Sam Goldwyn called “im- 
Johnston hes been recuperating in| possible’ any prospect for having 


Phoenix from the attack of pneu- | 
monia he suffered during his recent 
trip to England. Gerald Mayer, in 


Hollywood-produced features 
on television. 


pic’s male lead. 
to bolster 
done by 
a. 


Duo will attempt 


preem run at the Globe 


' through a series of personal appear- 


' 


| Stewart and Capra to N. Y 
| for 


| 
i 
| 


On Video—Goldwyn 


more or 


~shown | 


made ances and press interviews. 
n.s.g. grosses | 


Conceding that the 


| current trip was considered unusual. 


| but it’s believed probable he'll hud- 
| dle further 
| and 
the faltering biz being | 
the film during its current | 


Since Schenck returned from the 
less than a month ago, his 


Metro homeoffice execs declined to 
comment on reasons for his going, 


with Louis B. Mayer 
other studio execs regarding 
M-G’s announced retrenchment in 
production costs and the lineup for 


| the 1947 production program. | 


' 
| 
| 


on “Life’ in N. Y. were due to a! 
stagnant publicity campaign, the 
flackery department of RKO, 


through which the film is being re- 
leased, claims it was hampered in 
its plans through inability to get 


the opening. Fact that both the 
star and producer have been off the 
screen so long during their Army 
stints has also militated against the 
film's early boxoffice success, since 
a large part of the potential audi- 
ence, apparently, seems to have 
less forgotten them. 





PASTERNAK TRAPS ‘WOLF’ 


. in time’ 


Schenck announced following .his 
return from his last Coast trip that 
Metro would slice its number of pic- | 
tures to 24 from the 31 it turned out | 
last year. 





MacKenna, Vetlugin 
Replace Fadiman at M-G 


Jan. 14. 
association 


Hollywood, 


Kenneth MackKenna, in 


with Voldemar Vetlugin, moves 
into berth of story department head 
vacated by William Fadiman at 
| Metro’s story department. 
MacKenna, who was story head 
for five years prior to going to war, 
just returned from London, where 
he organized story department for 
Metro's new London studios. 
Fadiman had been at Metro 13 


| years. 
, turn to Hollywood from 


| He added that a producer would | Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
charge of foreign affairs for the have to get at least $2-3,000.000 for; Metro handed Joe Pasternak pro- | 
MPA, will remain on the Coast the single airing to get his money | ducer reins on “Daddy Is a Wolf,” 
awaiting the possibility of John-| back since the pic would be vir- slated for an early start. 

Ston’s meeting him there next week |tually a dead item afterward. and | Picture, based on a script by 
for joint discussions with studio top- }no sponsor could spend that kind of | Franz Molnar, will be filmed in 
pers, money. } Technicolor. 


Understood Fadiman will re- 
New York 
within the month to announce a 
new major studio affiliation. 


|for Great Britain; 


Columbia tops 
ber of 


the majors on num- 

films to be released with 13 

features plus four oaters on the way. 
(Continued on page 27) 


GINSBERG CALLS MEET OF 
EASTERN, BRIT. EXECS 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Studio meetings will be held at 
Paramount starting week of Jan. 27 
for company heads from east and 
England with production chief 
Henry Ginsberg. Adolph Zukor, 
Frank Farley, London studio rep; 
Barney Balaban, Russell Holman, 


James E. Perkins, managing director 
George Weltner, 
Paramount International prexy, and 
Alan Jackson, Ne¢y York story edi- 
































tor, are in contingent due here. 
Meeting is to be semi-annual af- 
fair called by Ginsberg. European 
film situation is to be thoroughly 
threshed as well as completed 
product. 
— nee nt en ey, 
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Apparently following through on 
the policy adopted last fall by the 
American Theatres Assn. against its 
members taxing audience collections 
for the various charity drives dur- 
ing the year, only a few circuits 
have signified intentions of passing 
plates for the March of Dimes cam- 


paign, which tees off Jan 24. Most 
of the major affiliated circuits: have 
ruled out audience collections, with 
Paramount deciding to let its in- 
dividual circuit operators decide on 
whether or not to pass the plates. 


Pointing up the touchy aspects ol 
the negative ruling on audience col- 
lections, Walter Winchell accused 
the affiliated chains in his broadcast 
last Sunday (12) night of reneging 
on a promise they'd made to the late 
President Roosevelt of continuing 
their wholehearted cooperation with 


tile Paralysis (MOD) drive. After a 
lengthy harangue against the cir- 
cuit operators, Winchell wound up 
statement with the charge the opera- 
tors were “phonies.” 

In answer to the commentator’s 
accusations, however, Robert Coyne, 
ATA executive secretary, declared 
that Winchell had apparently been 
“misinformed.” ATA directorate re- 
solved last Nov. 19, he pointed out, 
to offer wholehearted cooperation to 
all charity drives by providing free 
use of their screens for trailers, 
their lobbies for displays, ete., but 
lections in light of audience an- 
tipathy to the system. Moreover, 
Coyne declared, the ATA had de- 
cided plate-passing was unscien- 
tific, since many individuals could 
get away with dropping a dime ora 
quarter into a plate, whereas they 
would 


donate much more through 
personal contact. 
ATA recommended, Coyne re- 


duct a single collection in i947, 
which would serve jointly both the 
MOD and the Red Cross. Basil 
O'Connor, Red Cross national direc- 
tor, declined to participate in such 


ther has been decided 
uation. 


on the sit- 


atest circuits to announce audi- 
ence collections for the MOD, mean- 
while, include the Comerford chain, 
a Par partner in Pennsylvania, and 
the Kallet chain, an indie outfit in 
upstate N. Y. In addition, «he Mc- 
Collum circuit in Hoopeston, IDL, 
and the Community circuit in Cleve- 
land will also take collections. To 


tion picture division has announced 
a list of exhib prizes for top col- 
lections. 


pected to run the 


Greer Garson stars in the 





HAZEN DENIES RANK 


Fury.” 


to See.” 


an unpublished novel by 


studios May 12. 
has no financial interest in the pic- 
ture, which is budgeted at $2,500,000, 


Rank will share heavily in the film 
for allowing Wallis the use of Miss 
Todd, his studio and equipment. 

“Desert Fury,” according to Hazen. 
is tentatively scheduled as the next 
Wallis film for Paramount release 
but it may be held up because of the 
Technicolor print shortage. If , 
Par may release “I Walk Alone,” 
another Wallis picture already com- 
pleted, before “Fury.” Hazen de- 
clared that Wallis Productions 
planned no increase in its number of 
films for 1947, making only the three 
called for in its release contract with 
Par. 


SO 





Few Circuits Intent on Collections 


For Polio Drive; Winchell's Rap 


+ 


the National Foundation for Infan- | 


had not recommended audience col- | 


called, that all member theatres con- | 


a setup, however, and nothing fur- | 


hypo interest in the drive, the mo- | 


every theatre in the country is ex- | 
MOD trailer, 
which is again being distributed this | city in the country months ago. 
year by National Screen Service. 

film, 
which runs approximately 300 feet. 


HAS INTEREST IN ‘FURY’ 


_Joseph Hazen, Hal Wallis Produc- | warners admitted announcement had 
tions prexy, is slated to leave for | 1. 

the Coast Friday (17) to see a rough | 
cut of the latest Wallis film, “Desert | 
He'll stay on the Coast two 
or three weeks before returning to 
the homeoffice in preparation for a 
trip to England April 9. where he'll | 
set final plans for the filming of the 
first Wallis pic in London, “For Her | 


London production, starring Ray 
Milland and Ann Todd and based on 
Joseph 
Shearing, is slated to go before the 
cameras at J. Arthur Rank’s Denham 
Hazen claims Rank Stanley. 


though reports from London declare aren't 








Joins Atomic Group 


. . Washington, Jan. 24. 
William Wells, former motion pic- 
/ture specialist for UNRRA, has be- 


come film consultant for the Na- 
tional Committee on Atomic Infor- 
mation. Committee already has one 
pic, “One World or None,” ready to 
distribute. The picture was made 
by Phil Ragen and distribution is 


being handled by Sherman-Price 

The committee will work on both 
the theatrical non-theatrical 
film levels. 


and 


Roosevelts Await | 


{ 


FDR Pix Before | 


_ Making Comment 


| With the late President Roosevelt 
| figuring in three feature films about 
|to be released, Elliott Roosevelt de- 
| clared Monday (13) that the family | 
| was taking no general stance on the | 
question of depiction of FDR in films. | 
He'll “talk only about specific cases 
as they come up,” Roosevelt said. 
FDR’s son denied reports he had 
made a protest concerning newsreel 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


shots of the late President in “The | 
16th Bar” (nee “Teheran”). Film, | 
shot in English in Italy. by British |} 
producer Stephen Pallos, is being | 


| distributed in this country by George | 
J. Schaefer, former RKO and United | 
| Artists topper. 

FDR’s son said he had never heard 
of the film and opined that reports 
of family objections were invented 
for publicity purposes. Meantime, 
two other films are being readied for | 
release. One is Metro’s-“The Begin- 
ning or the End,” in which FDR is 
portrayed by vet actor Godfrey | 
Tearle; the other is a documentary, 
|The Roosevelt Story,” 


} 
being com- | 
piled from newsreel clips for gen- 
eral distribution. a. 

“The 16th Bar” is’ a thriller built | 
| around the attempt on the President’s | 
life at the Big Three huddle in Te-| 
|heran. It takes its title from the al- | 
|leged fact that the crucial shot was 
|to be fired at FDR when the band 
hit the 16th bar of “The Star- 

(Continued on page 27) 





‘Notorious’ Achieves 
Pittsburgh Notoriety 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 
Warner Bros. theatre execs here 
have been taking a drubbing lately 


Despite the paucity of theatres | 6, the drama pages as a result of the | Fox Film Corp. for what they claim 
that will take collections, almost | 


| booking vagaries on “Notorious,”. 
| which is still to be shown here al- 


though it’s played every other key 


| Month ago, WB officials announced 
picture would go into the Warner, 
| converting that house from move- 
| over to a first-run site, on Christmas 
| Day. It got a big fanfare on the 
news. 
Just a couple of days before scned- 
uled inaugural, and after film edi- 
| tors had gone all-out on “Notorious,” 


n premature, that Warner would 
keep its status for the present and 
that Ingrid Bergman-Cary Grant 
drama would go into the Stanley in- 
stead on Jan. 9. 


week that situation hadn't been 
changed, so they went to town again 
“on art work and release blurbs, only 


uled opening that picture was being 
pushed back a week because of in- 
sistence from N, Y. headquarters 
that a WB movie, “The Time, The 
Place and The Girl,” be held over at 
That brought some more 
ridicule on Warners in the columns. 
Now the gag is that the 
sure whether there even 
such a picture as “Notorious.” 


Brulatour Head to Coast 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


is 





William & German, new president | 


of J. E. Brulatour, Inc., arrived in 
Hollywood for his first visit since 
he became chief of the organization. 

While in town for two weeks Ger- 
man will huddle with his local staff 
on the consiruction of a new storage 
warehouse for film on Santa Monica 

, blvd. 


publie relations counsel under Byron 


| the 


! 
Editors were notified early last 


to be told short time before sched- 


papers | 


DOS Inks Col. McCarthy 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

David O. Selznick signed Col. 
Frank McCarthy, currently with the 
Johnston office, as executive assist- 
ant, starting Feb. 1. 

McCarthy served on the general 
staff under General Marshall during 
the war and moved to Hollywood as 


Price last February. 














U.S, Losing Ground in South America 
To European Producers, Say Exhibs 


+ 





Lewin’s UA Gap 


Albert Lewin, co-producer with 
David Loew of “Bel Ami,” arrives 
in New York next Wednesday (22) 








RR ‘No Pix’ Deal 


Seen Broken 


in Washington is that mo- 
pictures on railroad trains are 
here to stay as a result of the recent 
successful demonstration put on by 
Chesapeake & Ohio R.R. and 
Universal pix, on a Washington to 
Cincinnati run. Films are now a 
regular feature of the C & O's 
George Washington, and are ex- 
pected to be used also on other 
trains of the line. 

This is expected to break the “no 
pix” deal of the railroads. In the} 
anti-trust suit, which the govern- } 
ment filed against the Assn. of Amer- 
ican Railroads, it charged that 
roads enter into collusion 


| tribution 
plans for the film. 


Belief 


tion 


the | 
to pre- 


| vent any screenings of pix on trains. 


Obviously the boys are going to have | 
to meet the competition of the 
C&O. 

One interesting angle is just how 
far Hollywood will want to go along. 
Some companies are reported urg- 
ing caution. 
hibitor complaints if pix are screened 
aboard trains before being shown in 
many theatres in the territories 
through which the trains will pass. 
Question of what this will mean to 
clearances will have to be straight- 
ened out. 

It is noteworthy that shortly after 
the C & O put pictures on its Cin- 
cinnati run, the Baltimore and Ohio 
R.R. came up with an all-new train 
on the same run featuring radio. 
Each car of the new 


streamliner, | 
“Cincinnatian,” 


is equipped with | 
loudspeakers hooked together by | 
wires running the length of the 


train. Thus a radio receiver on the 
train will be cut into all the cars. 
The radio programs may be cut 
out and the equipment used to carry 
announcements by the conductor. 


20th Sued by Couple 
For 2006 on Basis Of 
“Anna-Siam’ Incidents 


Boston, Jan; 14. | 

Damages of $200,000 are being | 
‘sought in Federal court by Richard | 
‘Monahan and Anna Harriet Leon- | 
owens Monahan, both Canadians liv- | 
ing temporarily in Tipperary, Eire, 
‘in a civil suit brought against 20th- 





are damaging inciaents in “Anna and 
|the King of Siam.” 

Each plaintiff seeks $100,000 and 
}costs on the basis of being “well- 
| known in Massachusetts.” The suit 
claims that the picture, which made 
,a high place on the best pix of the 


year lists, depicts “falsely” a por- | 


tion of the life of Anna Harriette 
Leonowens, grandmother of Mrs. 


'T. G. Leonowens, during their resi- 
dence in Siam. 

Papers read that “the picture 
falsely, maliciously, scandalously 
and defamingly depicts that Louis 
T. G. Leonowens died in Siam at a 
‘very young age ‘(being unmarried), 
whereas in truth and in fact he lived 
to become a very successful and 
reputable merchant in London and 
other countries. In fact, he died in 
1919.” 

According to the plaintiffs, Louis 
was married to Isabelle Caroline 
|Knox and they had two children, 
one of whom was Mrs. Monahan. 
She claims the implications are that 
Louis was never married, hence 
never had legitimate ‘children, hence 
she, Mrs. Monahan, is illegitimate. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Monahan, still re- 
siding in Ireland, aver they were 
persons of good name, fame and 
credit in Massachusetts until “Anna 
and the King of Siam” came along. 


| NOVELLO AIDE ‘BETTER’ 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Lloyd Williams is reported in 





They fear possible ex- | 


— 


Monahan, and of her father, Louis | 


| L. A. to N. Y. 


Cedric Hardwicke 
Edith Head 


He | 


for talks with United Artists on dis- 
and publicity-advertising 
Lewin directed 
and scripted the picture, 

He’s slated to leave New York for 
England at the end of February to 


set the opening in London, 





Hollywood Views 


High Tariff Return 
As Export Threa 


Washington, Jan. 14. 
Hollywood's export business faces 


{a possible threat from the desire of 


segments of the new Congress to 
ditch the New Deal's reciprocal 
trade treaties and restore the old 
protective high tariffs. While these 
high tariffs would be for the benefit 
| of other industries than pictures, pix 
would indirectly suffer from the ac- 
tion. A shift in U. S. commercial 
policy toward higher tariffs may well 
stampede the rest of the world simi- 
larly. 


Films, already hit by numerous 
| special restrictions, is seen being 
|} hurt worse than ever, They would 


be one of the things against which 
the barriers would be raised in other 
sections of the world with little de- 


| lay, aver opponents of the idea. 


Rep. Harold Knutson (R., Minn.), 
chairman of the new Ways and 


, Means Committee, which originates 


tax and tariff legislation, is a strong 
believer of the old ways and has 
expressed the opinions that the na- 
tion should get back to high tariffs. 
The same opinion has been expressed 
within the past couple of weeks by 
other midwesterners. 

Nothing is expected to be done 
along these lines in the opening days 
of Congress but, as the session 
moves along, efforts will certainly 
be made to turn back the clock on 
the tariff situation. 


UNITED APPEAL REPORTS 
1906 IN CONTRIBUTIONS 


Hollywood, Jan, 14. 

Annual United Appeal announced 
|} contributions of $756,673 by 14.107 
| donors in its fourth report. Of this 
j}amount, studio workmen donated 
$316,558, while 20th-Fox led the ma- 
|} jor lots with $129,419. 

M. C. Levee, campaign chairman, 
| declared the amount exceeded last 





| year’s fourth report by $161,067. 


+ Latin-American film market, pre. 


viously undisputed territory for 
U. 8. product, is being invaded by 
European producers, according to a 
group of South American exhibs, 
American films are losing ground to 
European pictures, they say, because 
South American thought 





is more 

closely allied with European than 

{with North American, and their 

tastes in motion pictures run ac. 
| cordingly, 


French and British product offer 
| the greatest threat to American film 
|supremacy, say the exhibs, with 
| British in particular grossing 
well. “Seventh Veil” has been * 
ning for almost six months in Buenos 
Aires at top b.o., while “Madonna 
of the Seven Moons” and “Man in 
Grey” are doing equally well, 
Argentina, where anti-U.S. feeling 
has been growing since the end of 
}the war, has been the leading coun- 
try in the trend. 
| Even Russian films have been 
|making marked gains in the South- 
jern countries, although they are still 
jnot generally popular, largely be- 

cause of the blatant propaganda 

pitch characteristic of all their prod- 
;; uct. “Girl 217” was well received in 
| Chile and Argentina, but marked the 
i first Soviet production to show good 
attendance, 

Spanish film producers announced 
}an ambitious production schedule for 
| 1946-47, but have failed completely 
ito live up to their promises, ac- 
cording to the exhibs, so that their 
| pictures, when they do appear on a 
jlarge scale, will be an unknown 
|quantity. Exhibs point out that, 
because there aren’t a lot of theatres 
'in South America, there is no need 
for the mass turnover of films char- 
lacteristic of the U. S. and a few 
pictures can readily load the market. 
In this: way, if British films continue 
to increase in popularity, they can 
virtually take over the South Ameri- 
can theatres with a relatively few 
quality films. 


COMPOSER ROSE, 20TH 
_DICKER EXCLUSIVE PACT 


Hollywood, Jan. 14 
Talks are going on this week look- 
ing toward renegotiation of com- 
|poser David Rose’s pact with 20th- 
| Fox. He currently has a one-pic- 
| ture-a-year deal, with three years to 
,go on it. If present negotiations 
| work out, Rose will shift over to an 
|}exclusive 20th contract. 
| Attorney Arnold Grant, in from 
|New York, is repping Rose in the 
\talks. Grant is also working on a 
deal for Orson Welles, to follow his 
|commitment to make “Salome” for 
|Sir Alexander Korda in England 
| this spring. Welles has no 
| set beyond that. 


| 


very 


as 




















deals 
He wants a pro- 
ducer-actor or director-actor pact. 








Joins 20th-Fox Pub-Ad 
| Ulric Bell, former deputy direc- 
| tor of OWI in Hollywood, has been 
| named to head up a special 20th-Fox 
| Publicity research unit. 

He'll headquarter in N. Y. 





| 


| Spencer Austrian 
| Ted Baumfeld 

| Anne Baxter 
Curtis Bernhardt 

| Harry Burns 

Mrs. Eddie Cantor 
Frank Capra 


Mark Hel 





John Hodiak 
Eric Johnston 
Jesse L. Lasky 


Vera Ralston 
Edward G. Robinson 
Olga San Juan 

Joe Schoenfeld 
Steve Sekely 
Arthur Sheekman 


linger 


Lou Levy George tevens 
Gail Davis William Loss Gloria Stuart 
Fred Finklehoffe Gerald layer Franchot Tone 


James A. FitzPatrick 
William Flannery 
Victor Francen 
Frances Gifford 
Alan Gundelfinger 
Steve Hannagan 


Dudley N 





Neil Agnew 


Frank Morgan 
Jimmy Mulcay 
Donald Nelson 


Michael O'Shea 
Erman Pessis 


N. Y. to L. 


Lenore Ulric 
Anthony Veiller 
Murvyn Vye 
Max Weinberg 
Virginia Welle. 
Herbert Yates 


ichols 


N , Louis Hyman Federico Lowe 
Geraldine Fitzgerald Lee Kelson Walter Lurie 
Jean Dalrymple Bob Ke.r 


George Evans 
Larry Finley 
Maxwell H. Geffen 
Samuel Goldwyn 
Hal Horne 


Arthur *. 


a Louis Hyms E Siri 
little better condition” at Cedars of | ' — Sam Sirit 
Lebanon following stroke Friday | 


(10) aboard the Superchief enroute | 
to Hollywood. | 

Veteran-secretary companion to | 
Ivor Novello, British actor-producer- | 
composer, was kept in an oxygen | 
tank aboard train from Winslow, | 


‘Arizona, until arrival here. i 


Harry Kosiner 
Milton Kusell 


Carole Landis 
Paul Le Pere 


N. Y. to Europe 


Paul MacNamara 
Timmie Rogers 
Alfredo Salmaggi 
Edward Schellhorn 
Nicholas M. Schneck 
Lionel Toll 


Krim 


zky 


Europe to N. Y. 


Jean Webster Brough 
Francis Farley 

Ian Fleming 

Pamela Fitzgerald 
John Gielgud 
Grisdela Harvey 


Theresa 
Monckton 
Lawrence 
Claire Lu 


Yelburn 


J. W. McAlpine 


Michael Redgray 
Trudi Schoop 
Betty S: 

Maggie le) :<« 
Richard Wright 


Hoffe 
Langner 
ce 
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SCOUT INSURANCE SALES SYSTEM 


\Govt. to Battle Majors on Plea 
For Competitive Bidding Holdup, 
With Year's Delay in Balance 





‘Outlaw’ In 21 Dallas Day-Date Nabes 
For Record Biz After Interstate’s Nix 


Dallas, Jan. i4. * 
and exhibs throughout 
the country were watching with 
tremendous interest—in light of 
product shortages and the recent 





Distribs 


Vet Forums 


Series of open forums for film in- 





court decree—Howard Hughes’ ex- 
periment here in opening the much- 
disputed “Outlaw” in 21 neighbor- me 
oe _ ne Pero og 8 be ee American Veterans Committee. First 
+ sal first-run. Results were | of the verbal fisticuffs is set for Jan. 
nothing short of apg Abe a =. one tee ae 
regi or : : 
oe eter Goalieg. Closest a | | Daily Mirror critics; Father McClaf- 
picture (minus stageshow) ever | ferty - the Legion of yng and 
came previously to hitting that mark | 2 ™0° re picture exec, to e an- 
was $24,000 —— . wie days gre Scaici as LER s 
by “Going My ay” in its down- nitial forum on “The Motion Pic- 
town first-run, ture’s Place in the Postwar World” 


| to air their differences of opinion 


the Motion Picture Chapter, 


| dustry leaders, critics and educators | 


| before the public is being initiated | 





Forced into the idea by refusal of | will be staged at the Henry Hudson 
Interstate Circuit, which controls |hotel (N. Y.). Forums will aceom- 
the initial-runs here, to play the |™modate some 350 persons, members 
Jane Russell starrer, United Artists | of the industry on invitation only 
and Hughes determined to make the | according to Walter T. Brown, chap- 
most of the situation, which gave | ter chairman, 


Shelving New Pix 


subsequent-runne rs. The y employed 





a helicopter with a loudspeaker sys- 
tem, shot a trailer across the main 
drag, used a streetcar with two 24- 
sheets, had gals call most of the 
names in the local telephone book 
and did the usual sniping, car cards, 





billboards, etc. 

Result was 106,016 admissions in 
the three days. City has an esti- Z esse S Vo 
mated population of about 375,000. 
Practically every one of the 21 Most new pictures today ate kept 
houses had a queue standing in a i 

ss a too long on the shelves after com- 

misty drizzle during most of the lation ef production. whist’ cute 
weekend, with traffic jams caused 


by motorists cruising from one the- | 
atre to another hunting for the 
shortest line. 


to producer Jesse Lasky. 
that, he plans 


| to release 
of the Bells,” 


Admission scale in all spots was | distribution, as soon as possible to | 
jacked to standard first-run fee. | take full advantage of book sales | 


a (Continued on page 21) | publicity. Working on a $2,000,000 


budget Lasky plans to send the pic 
before the cameras by April 15 and 
hopes to have it ready for release 
by Christmas. He’s currently hud- 
dling with RKO execs about the pos- 
sibility of roadshowing it. 





199G Net in 1946 For 
Disney, 3506 in "45; 
Big Future Investment 


Walt Disney Productions racked up 
net profits of $199,602 for fiscal 1946, 
ending Sept. 28, against $350,532 in 
1945. Net was disclosed in a letter 
to stockholders by prexy Roy O. 
Disney which stressed a $3,505,543 
increase in inventories of pix and 
stories in 46. Stockholders had been 
previously told, letter noted, that 
1946 would be a year of low earn- 
ings, since much of the cash would 
be spent on development of stories 
and production of films for which 
income would not be forthcoming | 
until 1947, ’48, and °49. 

Disney stressed that two features, 
“Make Mine Music,” and “Song of 
the South,” were released last year 
but that no returns were obtained 
during the year. Additionally, Dis- aoe 
ney said, chief nut of “Fun and | 
Fancy Free” and “How Dear to My | Dinner Huddle On 
Heart” was expended before Sept. 28 
and are reflected in the year-end 
inventory figures. Income on these | 


Speaking at a trade press inter- 
view in New York Monday (13), 
Lasky said a nationwide search for 
an unknown actress to play the 
femme lead opposite Fred MacMur- 
ray would be conducted. Poll of 
readers conducted by Prentice-Hall, 
publishers of the Russell Janney 
novel on which the film is to be 
based, chose Ingrid Bergman for the 
part but listed an unknown for 
second choice. With Miss Bergman 
unobtainable, Lasky decided to fol- 
low their suggestion. MacMurray 
was third choice for the male star 
but Clark Gable and Cary Grant, 


unavailable, 

Screenplay by Ben Hecht 

Quentin Reynolds will follow 
(Continued on page 21) 


and 
the 











. i 7 . Motion picture division of the 
two pix will not start coming in',nnual American Brotherhood 
until October "47, Week, sponsored by the National 


Earnings are equivalent to 26c per 
share on the 652,840 common out- 
standing. Company’s gross income 
was $4,097,700 in the last fiscaf year 
against $4,550,921 in °45. Working 
capital climbed to $4,138,981, com- 
pared with $3,896,599 the year be- 
fore. Salaries for hundreds of tal- 
ented artists cost the company 75% 
of production nut for pix, Disney | 
said, and he then predicted a profit- | Picker Picked F\ For 


able future for the company. Schaefer’s Rep. Pix 


eeeaenraeinemanenae ma Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


GENE AUTRY-REP. CASE Shakeup of production alignment 


}at Republic, following announced de- 
parture of Armand Schaefer, has 

MULLED IN CAL. COURT |s Sidney Picker taking all films for- 
erly assigned to Schaefer, who 

Hollywood, Jan. 14. — Gene Autry indie outfit Feb. 1. 

Supreme Court of California will 


; Ae Gordon. Kay and Mel Tucker were 
decide within 90 days whether Gene 


: : j |promoted to associate producer 
Autry will continue to ride thataway former taking up reins on 


| status, 
for Republic or will shift to Gower | series of westerns while latter will 
Gulch to gallop thisaway for Co- pee Monte Hale musical west- 
lumbia. | erns. Kay joined Republic in 1939 
Currently Autry is doing the third | and acted as production assistant to 
of four westerns for Republic, but  severmal producers, while Tucker, 
Herbert J. Yates declares the cow- | who went with firm in 1937 in sound 


Conference of Christians and Jews, 
is slated to huddle on plans for con- 
ducting the 1947 campaign at a 
dinner at the Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y., 
tonight (Wednesday). 

Division is headed up by 20th-Fox 
prexy Spryos Skouras. Week this 
year will be held been Feb. 16-24. 





boy owes the studio eight instead of effects department, later became 
four, under a contract signed before | assistant to producer-director Joe 
he entered the Army. | Kane. 





into their earning power, according chiefs, 
To obviate | both distributors and exhibitors. 
“Miracle | | 
his next film for RKO | 





chosen first and second, were also | 











Brotherhood Week: 


| Radio Pictures, 
| Corp., 
| Pictures, 
|Paramount Film Distributing Corp., 











| company’s 


MAJ 
AGT 


New system 
rental fees on pictures, 
actuarial tables developed through 
checking a theatre at various times 
during the year, is currently being 
scouted by several major distribs as 
a further step in the swing away 
from percentage deals to flat rentals 
in subsequent-run and small town 
situations. Trend towards flat rentals 
in such situations, 
and Warners in the forefront, has 
been necessitated by the upped costs 
of checking, which have recently cut 
heavily into the distribs’ 
small-grossing houses. 

Tables would be similar 
employed by insurance 


AS GANDER 
ARIAL TABLE 


flat 





of establishing 


to those 
companies 


and would be based on the theatre’s | 


average gross potentialities. Distrib, 
for example, might check a house on 
a weekday and then over s weekend 
during various seasons of the year, 
taking into account, of course, the 
fact that the theatre would gross 
more during a holiday season than 
during average playing time and also 
such factors as the impact on a thea- 
tre’s gross by competing attractions, 
such as summer sports, etc. After 
the house had been checked often 
enough to determine its potential 
grossing ability, the distrib would 
set up his table of figures. Pix 
would then be sold to the exhib at 
flat rentals commensurate with what 
the house had shown itself capable 
of doing. 
Equitable 

according to distrib sales 
should prove equitable for 
By 
getting a variety of figures on which | 
to base the tables, the distrib would | 


System, 


be assured of getting his full share | 


of the theatre’s gross under all situa- 
(Continued on page 21) 


Failed to Get Product 
For Indiana Theatre, 











based on | 


with 20th-Fox | 


take from | 





Mercey Joins UN 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Arch Mercey has resigned as mo- 
tion picture chief of the Office of 
Government Reports and liaison be- 
|tween the government departments 
| and industry to join the staff of the 
| United Nations, 
Mercey started work in New 
| York yesterday (13) as public in- 
| formation man for the World Health 
| Organization. He expects to remain 
at the post for six months and then 


+ 


The Dept 


of Justice 
the 


has decided 


to oppose majors’ application 
|'for a delay in the start of the com- 
petitive bid sales method, and a 


i inevitable, 


| deny 


would leave to return to Washing- | 


ton and reenter private business. He 

| will be succeeded at OGR by Dallas 
| Halverstadt, his assistant, who will 
| be acting chief. 


Legalites Seek 
Loopholes In 
Roadshow Deals 








| 


suitable for roadshowing coming up, 








| 
| 


With a flock of important product | 


| film legalites during the past week | 


have been turning the recent court 
| decree inside out seeking loopholes 
| for 
policy. A number of arguments 
have been figured out by the attor- 
|neys in favor of the roadshows and 
,it appears likely that the two-a- 
| dayers will continue to exist, in 
way or another, 


United Artists, currently road- 
showing “Henry V” and proposing | 
to do the same with “Carnegie Hall,” 


| drastic selling method for at 
the two-a-day, upped-admission | 


one 


bitter court battle is now considered 
Special Assistant Attor- 
ney Generali Robert L. Wright will 
ask the three judges on Jan. 22, ten- 
tative date for argument, to stand by 
the terms of the judgment and to 
any added delay in applying 
the anti-trust decree to the industry. 
The majors are 
90 days 
the 


selling until 

decision by 

appeal 
Should 


after a 
Supreme 


final 
Court on 


the majors win yut, it 


+ 


Langer Hypo 
Washington, Jan. 14. 

Snafu condition of the New 
York anti-trust decree may hype 
the proposed legislation of Sen- 
ator William Langer (R., N. D.) 
for complete divorcement of ex- 
hibition of moiion pictures from 
production and distribution. 

Langer, who is seeking infor- 
mation from indie exhibitors, 
has announced that he will re- 
introduce his bill and push for 
early hearings at which inde- 
pendent theatre owners would 
be asked to testify. 


, — 








would mean postponement of that 
least 
season, industry 
While the high fed- 
eral court is almost up to the mark 
on its calendar, preparation df the 
voluminous record on appeal makes 
(Continued on page 23) 


one more sales 
circles believe. 


ar Pays $2,300,000 


Ex-Gl in Trust Suit thinks it has the easiest solution, | 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 


since, being a non-theatre-owning 
| defendant in the anti-trust suit, it 


Suit filed in Federal Court here | js not subject to the same regula- | 


last week by Louis B. Philon, owner 
of Liberty theatre, .Michigan City, 
Ind., through attorney 
Simon, names virtually every dis- 


tributor and several exhibitors as 
anti-trust 


violating the Sherman 
law after attempts by Philon to get 


product for his house for several | ; 


months -were unsuccessful. 


Philon, upon release from mili- 


tary service, leased the theatre and 
reportedly sank $50,000 into an ex- 
tensive remodeling job. Liberty 


has been unable to open, the suit | 


charges, because the defendants 
have tied up the product with the 
town’s three other houses, 
Tivoli and Uptown. 


Defendants against whom Philon 


are: Loew's Inc., RKO Corp., RKO | 
Inc., 20th-Fox Film 
Vitagraph, Inc., Warner Bros. 


Inc., Paramount Pictures, 


Columbia Pictures Corp., Universal 
Film Exchanges, United Artists Film 
Corp., Republic Pictures Corp., 
Monogram Pictures Corp., Mono- 
gram Pictures, Inc., PRC Pictures of 
Illinois, Screen Guild Productions, 
Inc., Film Classics of Illinois, Inc., 
Indiana-Illinois Theatres, Inc., Dune- 
lake Corp., Lido Amus. Co., Uptown 
Theatre Corp., Dunes Amus. Co., 
and James FE, Coston. 


Simon said in the suit that the de- 


fendant exhibitors have tied up all | 


first runs in Michigan City until 
March 1 and second run films until 
June 1. Philon had hoped to open 
the theatre for Christmas. It is also 
charged in the suit that Coston, 
shareholder in the Indiana-Illinois 
theatres and Warner theatres man- 
ager, induced distributors not to sell 
films to the Liberty. 


Col.’s 


$1.06 Divvy 


Columbia has declared a quarterly 
on the 
pre- 


share 
cumulative 


dividend of $1.06 per 
$4.25 
ferred stock. 


Melon is payable Feb. 15 to stock- 


holders of record Feb. 1. 


Seymour | 


the Lido, | 


tions as the Big Five. 
|theatres for “Henry” on a four-| 
walls basis and will do the same for 
“Carnegie” 
to roadshow the Boris Morros-Wil- 
liam LeBaron film, 


in leasing theatres, since it is not 
subject to the clause in the decree 
(Continued on page 27) 


Defendants File Appeal 
In Goldman Trust Win 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 
Attorneys last week filed an ap- 
peal in United States district court | 








William Goldman $375,000 damages, 
plus $60,000 attorneys’ fee, 
Erlanger suit. 


Defendants were Loew’s, 


mount, RKO, 20th-Fox, 


Warner Bros., 


Para- 
Columbia, 
Warner Bros, Circuit 
Management, Vitagraph, Stanley Co. 
of America, Universal and United 
Artists. 


if the decision is made! at an estimated cost of $2,300,000. 


UA maintains it is legally justified | 


In Converting Excess 
Cash Into Common Stock 


Pushing its conversion of excess 


It is leasing | ,cash into re-acquired common stock, 


| Paramount has by now accumulated 
some 73,000 shares of treasury stock 


New fiscal policy was first gunned 
late in November, and the company 
has continued to pick up its own 
common during the ensuing two 


/months with falling exchange prices 


| Shares 
| range, 
| in the current stanza, 
,; now close 
is attempting to obtain an injunction | here against the decree which gave | | a fraction. 


| by majors with 


| 


lordered the defendants to break up | 


lalleged “monopolistic practices” 


which Goldman claimed discrimi- | 





| which he has under lease, and which 
|he alleged prevented him from get- 
ting first-run product for the house. 





| 
| 


Files Claim to Fields 
Estate as His ‘Widow’ 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 


nated against the Erlanger theatre, | 


| 


| 


| Thursday 


Claiming she’s the lawful widow 
of W. C. Fields, a 66-year-old blind 
Chicagoan ordered Los Angeles and 


local attorneys to file 
| Field’s $1,000,000 estate 


rer claim to} 
last Saturday | 


| (16). 

} 

| Mrs. Edith Williams, who lost her 
\sight in an auto accident in 1939, 


| charges that Fields deserted her and 
their seven children after 17 years of 


jmarriage, in Galesburg, IIL, 


in 1910. , 


| points. 


considered a spur to the movement. 

Of the re-acquired common, 23,- 
700 shares were bought during No- 
vember within the range of 32-34 
Company continued it in De- 
when an additional 34,600 
were garnered at a 30-32 
while balance has been bought 
with the price 
to the °46 low of 27 and 


cember, 


Chief reason for the fiscal re-ac- 


in the | GUisition policy is the effect of the 


new anti-trust decree, which orders 
divorcement on theatres held jointly 
indies. Par is the 
company most affected by the ban 
since, of its 1,400 houses, some 1,100 
are co-owned. Understood that Par 
expects to buy out a number of its 


| partners by exchanging the parent 
Besides awarding Goldman dam- | organization’s common for stock. of 


ages and attorneys’ fees, the decree | 


theatre chains he!d by partners. 
Consequently, company is piling 
up treasury stock for the exigency. 


STORY PRODS., UA IN 
ONE-FILM DISTRIB OK 


Releasing pact of Story Produc- 
| tions with United Artists, which has 
been in negotiation over four 
months, was finally inked last 
(9). It calls for one film, 
with UA getting 25° of the gross 
rentals as its distribution fee for the 
U. S., and higher fees, up to 50%, 
for various territories abroad. 

Contract was okayed at an SP di- 
rectors meeting last week for which 





{Hal Horne, board chairman, and 
Armand Deutsch, prexy, came to 
New York. They returned to the 


Coast over the weekend to continue 
prepping “This Side of Innocence,” 
which will be the UA release. 


seeking to stall bid , 
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Annabella-Richard Conte-Frank Latimore 
na Walter Abel - Melville Cooper - Sam Jaffe 


wy Henry Hathaway - »... Louls de Rochemont 


Original Screen Play by John Monks, Jr., and Sy Bartlett 
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“Super charged with suspense, dramatic impact and seething action, 
‘13 Rue Madeleine’ will get record grosses in evely situation!” 
pn | Motion Picture Daily 
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right across the nation! 








“MARGIE” fn Technicolor > “MY DARLING CLEMENTINE” - “THE SHOCKING MISS PHGRIM” In Technicolor 
\ “BOOMERANG! + “THE LATE GEORGE APLEY” « “GARNIVAL IN GOSTA RICA” fn Technicoles 
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PICTURES 


‘Ground School’ for Exploiteers 
Suggested by RKO's Terry Turner 


By TERRY TURNER 
(Chief of Exploitation, RKO Radio 
Pictures) 


Now that exploitation generally 


has become to mean so much not Los Angeles, Jan. 14. | e Ch 6 | 
7 Indie Chains In 


only to motion pictures, but to| Trials of Herbert K. Sorrell and 13 
were continued | 


VARIETY 
Bresler’s ‘Velvet’ Bow 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Jerry Bresler’s first producer chore 


Wednesday, January 15, 1947 
on the Universal-International lot | 


A Thumbnose Sketch--Walter Vincent 


we By JOE LAURIE, Jr. 
Raines, Charles Korvin and Edmond 


O’Brien in the top roles. On Aug. 10, 1868, a man with a little black bag knocked on the front 
Michael Gordon, also doing his | door of the Vincent home at Lake Geneva, Wis. Pop Vincent came to the 
first job for U-I, will direct, starting door, took one look at the man with the little black bag and said, ‘Come 
Feb. 3 in, and I do hope you're a piano tuner.” But the man wasn’t a piano tuner 
as and the little black bag contained what was later known as Walier w, 
Vincent. The Doc said, “If you don’t like him you can change him.” And 
they changed him 10 and 15 times a day. Walter was so happy he wag 
born that he cried like a baby. 
The first few years Walter kept saying, “Du Du Gu Bu Da.” He was in 
a rut. He went to kindergarden and majored in alphabet soup. It took 
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Sorrell Conspiracy Trial | 
Continued to Jan. 29, 














radio and all other forms of amuse-| other film strike leaders, indicated 
ment as well, would it be amiss to |on criminal conspiracy counts by the 
propose to at least the major film |county grand jury, 
companies the establishment 
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| him 19 years to reach the age of 19. It was then his father read an adver- 1 
of a | to Jan. 29 by Judge Thomas L. Am-| all | tisement from Wheaton College. It read, “We guarantee satisfaction or \ 
“proving ground” or “ground school” | brose in Superior Court. ° ® ® | return your boy.” Mr. Vincent sent Walter to Wheaton College and they f 
for field or exploitation men for| Defendants, in addition to Sorrell, ee a | returned him before he graduated. To him Wheaton College was an ine ‘ 
future expansion and to fill depleted | are James Skelton, Carl Head, Mat- | Indicating the New York metro- | ettbesthnes of yearning. He kept yearning to be a newspaperman. So he § 
ranks? lthew Mattison, Edward Gilbert, Roy | politan area is definitely not over- i went to Denver and joined the staff of the Denver Republican (Repub- ‘ 
t suggesting a school | Tindall, Andrew Lawless, Louis|seated and confident that future | licans in those days had a staff, now they have nothing to lean on). Walter , 
nO ae ii “ here some | Whitman, Frank Drdlik, Ray Higby,| economic conditions will warrant b a aroeytgy cated ¥ ie, He had a great nose for news, in fact his stories : 
a Pts >: gen ager b : rally | Russell McKnight, Norval Crutcher, | such steps, some seven New York ae _ ~~ ree! re. But the kid = setae He was saving hasten hole « 
nn gr to “a Pomaor John. R. Martin and Averill Berman, | independent circuits are planning rosineuad pgp. ~ opening foe him some day in New York. . 
he cannot do himself, but the for- | a radio commentator. construction of perpen gan He landed in New York City in 1889 at twe o’clock in the afternoon. He ( 
mation of a staff of likely junior ore coer building are relaxed. | Came with three changes of underwear, leave on, take off or go without. 1 
field men, to work out six months e e Topping 7 circuits queried on point For weeks Broadway was his stamping grounds, but he had no money for ‘ 
or a year with experienced field Pi Strik Ke To of quantity was the Interboro circuit, postage. He was still yearning, now he was rogerege | to rad oe a, As | 
men, first: to determine from the C e y whose prexy, Samuel Strausberg, de- | 3 kid he was an actor. There were seven kids in the oe anc when p 
old heads whether the junjors are clared his firm is mapping construc- they had cake he wanted to take their parts. He finally got a reak, if you | ‘ 
promotionally-minded; secondly, ° tion of 14 Long Island houses with- | C8" call being a Shakespearean actor a break. He played for two years with ' ‘ 
whether they can make good and f in the next two years. Alexander Salvini in “Hamlet.” He played the part of Horatio. In “The i { 
lasting contacts that help the entire . x 0 00 Ing | OP tak vous . f Three Guardsmen,” the part of Aramis. Played Pierre in “The Two } , 
industry; and third, whether they : =~ age arena, ogee d im top- Orphans,” with Kate Claxton and Madame Janauscheck and appeared in 
themselves feel that they like the Washington, Jan. 14. el aed marge ears msl many important plays of the period. By now he was tired of being a good ‘ 
work and are fitted for it. Legisiati aed ot hi os an _ | actor so teamed up with a very talented one by the name of Sidney Wilmer, ' 
‘ gisiauon aime at smashing | while six others, who were appar k lied “In D Vile’ and the othe iT 
I nas teen ey exnurienced field | iUtisdictional strikes, closed shops, |ently content to adopt a wait-and- “A whenge fay" sad foun & ‘eae-4o-ensh. tour ta Youterille, During 1 : 
he field of good experienced fielc nti i] here, with | s : n -to-Boz ; | . 
pad is strictly limited and it has a att tadiedtiao’ that in continu- ny yay sii So By Peng their spare time they would write sketches for others and became writers | 
always been my thought that the ing Hollywood strike is one factor |ler, head of the Randforce circuit of considerable importance, They were great friends of George M. Cohan, 
reason for that limitation is the lack | ich will be responsible for new |concisely summed it up: “We're not | # friendship which lasted through the years. George was writing those ' 
of adequate proving ground spaee.|jaws to weaken labor unions. | wasting our time: when theatres are | 4278, 10, and when they'd meet inn ey wo ae eae tend wacker : 
What happens? A producer ; rticularly | @ble te be built, we will build . <x : 4 i ae ; 
finishes gs oe and wires his Pe agpioning mins aed came jurisdic. them.” of the Orpheum Circuit and Walter would say, “Brother can you spare 
distributors that he desires a good 


: A’ 
exploitation force. Now the field is 


limited and you can bet that every 
worthy field man is already at work, 
so what does the distributor do? 
Well, in one case let me tell you 
what happened to a pretty big pro- 
ducer. The distributor hired the 
finest collection of 20 bums it has 
ever been my good fortune to see. | ¢ 
What good they could do the pro- 
ducer or distributor I do not know, 
but what harm they did do to the 
entire industry it was my displeasure 
to watch. 





Forgetful 


I met one of these gents in the 
lobby of a hotel so crocked he had 
forgotten the name of the picture 
he was supposed to be working on. 
Another had to be bailed out by a 
local manager and the operator of 
a large chain and a particularly 
good friend of mine took a half hour 
to bawl me out about the conduct 
of these men, not forgetting their 
woeful lack of ability. Now you 
might say I could have answered 
“Well, they’re not my men,” and 
shake it off with that, but that is 
not so. It is my business and my 
livelihood and the business and live- 
lihood of every man in this business. 
It is the business of the producer 
and distributor for their reputations 
are at stake and it does not do the 
industry in general any good. 

A proving ground would in time 
cure that. The company would get 
a pretty good line on a junior man 
after a year, first through their ex- 
perienced men under whom he 
would be taking factual instruction 
and the head of the department, 
whom I presume must be almost 
continuously on the road if he really 
wants to know what is going on. 

The distributors do the same with 
their salesmen, give them a good 
break-in period and then hand them 
a block of pictures to see what they 
can do on their own, and I for one 
have never thought that a salesman 


was any better than a good field 
man. 

















Here’s How It Works 

In these days where producers and 
even distributors are reverting to 
the old-fashioned “mittreading” or | 
crystal-grazing to find out just what | 
is going to happen to their picture 
when it hits the screen, and Mr. and 
Mrs. John Q. Public are asked to 
confirm or deny the crystal ball in 
terms of cash, why not cast a few 
dollars in a kitty to raise the level 
of exploitation to the highest possible 
point in the business? 

It is the field men who come the 


such as Hollywood is suffering would 
be loss of a union’s exclusive bar- 
gaining rights for up to two years, 
plus civil suits for damages, which 
could drain a union’s treasury. 


prevent nationwide bargaining by 
unions, would not affect the situa- 


gaining is done within a single mar- 
keting area. 


2 PA. CHAINS JOIN IN 


Theatres are 
against an ordinance passed in Potts- 
town imposing additional takes on 
their theatres in that Pennsylvania 
community. 


managers, 
their theatres 
proposed tax of 


ional strikes. Result of trouble 





More optimistic was Joseph M. 
Seider, president of Prudential Play- 
houses, whose company is leading 
the pack with a 900-seater in Islip, 
L.I., and a_ 600-seater in Bedford 
Village, N.Y., Which are slated to 
open within two months. Both have 
been under construction for the past 
15 months. He said Prudential 
“hoped to build six theatres,” but 
doubted they would all be unveiled 
this year. 

Also contemplating expansion is 
the Walter Reade circuit, which 
plans seven within the next 18 
months, “depending upon condi- 
tions,” according to Walter Reade, 
Jr. Raybond Theatres’ prexy, David 
Weinstock, said his company plans 
three additional units. One will be 
in the Parkchester section of the 
Bronx and another, an 800-seater, 
will be located in Jamaica. Both 
houses are designed by w.k. theatre 
architect John Eberson. 

Near Rockefeller Center, Leo 
Brecher, operator of seven Manhat- 
tan houses, recently acquired a plot 
on the southwest corner of the 
Avenue of the Americas and 53d 
Street, where he projects a 20-story 
office building and a street-level 
theatre. Major distribs are reported 
to be interested in taking over the 
house when completed. Few blocks 
away, at Madison Avenue and 59th 
Street, Trans-Lux circuit expects to 
build shortly after the first of April, 
when present tenants are expected 


The new Ball Bill, which would 


ion in Hollywood, where all bar- 








FIGHT VS. MUNY TAX 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 
Stanley-Warner and the Goldman 
joining in a fight 


Both chains, through their local 
protested inclusion of 
in the bill, which 
5% of gross re- 
ceipts, payable monthly, on picture 
theatres. It was said the measure 
will be fought in civil or equity 
courts on grounds of discrimination 
and illegality. 





























10% Added D.C. Tax? 
Washington, Jan. 14. 

A 10% amusement tax for the 
District of Columbia is one of the | to vacate the site it’s acquired 
number of proposed new levies Revealing his firm planned two 
which have been laid before Con-| houses, Edward N. Rugoff, of the 
gress by the city government seek- | Rugoff & Becker circuit, reflected 
ing additional revenue to meet its | the policy of most other theatre top- 
expenses. Despite the heavy fight |pers when he stated: “We are not 
waged a couple of months back by | prepared to discuss the locations.” 
the theatre people to stave off any | Samuel Rhonheimer, head of a small 
such tax, it bobbed up with a flock |L.I. chain, said he had no plans 


of other suggestions. aside from renovating the 620-seat 


Costs Force Mena |Beuen eng Base cotton a 
To Triple Budget 


Endicott circuit in Brooklyn, de- 
Monogram’s segue into high- 


clared he. “had a couple locations 
budget production combined with 


in mind.” 
zooming production costs has forced 


Those with no construction plans 

at all are Cocalis Enterprises, Rapf 
the company to increase film budgets 
by three times, according to presi- 


& Ruden, Rosenblatt-Welt, Harris 
Theatrical Enterprises, J. J. Thea- 
dent Steve Broidy, in New York fol- 
lowing the company’s first ’47 sales 


tres, Inc., and Kaybern Theatres. 
meet in St. Louis. Prexy said the ad 


‘Chi Metro Sales Meet 
budget alone for the fiscal year | 
would reach $1,600,000 for the first | 


Called Off by Rodgers 
time in Mono’s history. 


Meet of Metro divisional 
Despite move to high budgeters, 


| Managers, tentatively called 

Feb. 3-4 in Chicago, has been called 
Broidy said Mono would continue B 
production, adding that they’re 


off by M-G veepee over sales Wil- 

pliam F. Rodgers. With the motion 
“proud of their bread and butter | 
films.” He said that special emphasis 














| trust case for a stay in inaugurating 




















closest to the public in the final 
sale of the picture. It is the field 
men who must carry on even if a 
cocl half million is thrown down the | 
drain of magazine advertising. It is | 
the field men who must hypo any | 
exhibitor who already thinks Jesse | 
James has slugged him when the 
salesman bids him adieu, and, 
brother, he is in no mood for a 
hypo at that moment. It is the field | 
men that must give that last minute | 
push to nudge the customers up to | 
the little «window where the little | 
girl chirps “How many please?” 





— Re ee + 


filed by the defendants in the anti- 
would be placed on series, such as|"€W Sales policies until 90 days 


| Bowery Boys and Palooka, and that | after the Supreme Court rules on 


if facilities were avaifable they'd | ‘he decree, Rodgers reportedly felt 


. h | . — - 
increase B production. Mono, he | ‘ere was no need for a meeting at 


'added, has outgrown its lot, having | this time. 
;made “Violence” and “The Guilty” | 


Metro sales chief, meanwhile, re- 
in outside studios after finishing its |S¥UMe¢ his Florida vacation last 
first Allied Artists release, “It Hap- | Thursday (9) after a four-day in- 
pened on 5th Avenue” on the RKO, | t€rruption to huddle at the home- 
20th-Fox and Roach lots, plus lo- | ffice with M-G prexy Nicholas M. 
cations. | Schenck and Metro attorneys on the 

Broidy stated that Mono’s foreign | decree. He'll return to the home- 
biz during the past 26 weeks had Office for a week on Jan. 20 and then 
increased 130% and domestic 24% head 
over the previous year. | Coast. 


some time?” 


The boys now branched out as playwrights. They had great success with 
their plays. They got them back in good condition. Their first play was 
150 sheets of blank paper. They brought it to a producer and showed 
him how cheap it would be to produce. They wrote plays for George 
Monroe and Johnny Ray and two of their plays, “A Stranger in a Strange 
Land” and “In New England,” were very successful in New York City. 

Birth of a Chain 

It was in 1901 when the boys acquired a little upstairs theatre in Utica, 
N. Y. It had to be an upstairs theatre because the town was in a base- 
ment. They named it the Orpheum, and booked it through William Morris. 
Acts would play for cut salaries but Walter would put iodine on their pay 
envelopes and the wounds soon healed. While Wilmer & Vincent heeled 
themselves with enough moola to buy another house which they called 
the Majestic and still another one in Reading, Pa., which they named the 
Orpheum. The boys were running out of names for their theatres. In a 
short time they owned a string of theatres that gave many actors a lot of 
work (four-a-day). They were known to vaudevillians as square-shooters 
and nice guys. Walter soon was sought for his advice and knowiedge of 
the show business and showfolks. They made him treasurer of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of America, trustee of the Percy Williams 
Hame, president of the Wilmer & Vincent Corp., chairman of the board 
of Republic Pictures (they made Westerns while he sat in the saddle), 
vice-president of Consolidated Film Industries, member of Committee 
War Board of Motion Picture Defense, member of Men’s Board of Ameri- 
can Theatre Wing, treasurer of the Theatre Authority, and for two years 
treasurer of The Lambs. 

His great love, the Actor’s Fund (he has been identified with it for 
over 30 years), elected him trustee in 1911, secretary in 1921, second vice- 
president in 1924, first vice-president in 1930 and president in 1940, a 
position he still holds. These are not just titles, he really attends all 
meetings. He uses a gavel for a dinner bell. 

He is a handsome guy, with a beautiful head of pure white hair. But 
snow on the roof doesn’t mean the fire has gone out in the house. His 
favorite recreation is playing cards. When you see Walter without cards 
in his hand, he looks nude. One look at him and he demands respect, 
especially when he holds spades. 

Helpfulness is a passion with him. He has inexhaustible sources to 
please his friends. He is so rich now that he puts his interest away 
and lives on his principle. Quality is never an accident and Walter has 
quality, There is a personal independence in his every gesture, behind 
that is a kindness, gentleness, charity and all the milder virtues. 

Show business feels the same way about Walter Vincent as Balzac did 


about Victor Hugo when he said, “He is a great man, let’s say no more 
about him.” 


Radle Divides Sales 
Setup Into 3 Districts 








16M SCREEN TESTS 
VIA NEW CO. INN. ¥. 

















Sales | southern 
for | 


In a move to centralize control 
| over sales districts entire sales setup 
at Republic was switched Monday 
(13) to divide the country into three 
general districts, all under super- 
vision’ of homeoffice execs. New 
divisions will be headed by Edward 
general sales manager, in the west; 
L. Walton, veepee and _ assistant 
| Walter L. Titus, former vice-prexy 
|of branch operations, over the 


With a view toward placing screen- 
tests within the reach of every 
aspiring film thespian, new firm has 
been formed in New York known 
as the American Screen Test & Film 
Corp., which plans to record the 
histrionie abilities of neophytes and 
others on 16m film. Headed by ex- 
GI Sol L. Hoffman, Warner Bros. 
homeoffice employe, and cameraman 
Jack L. Perrin, company will shortly 


division, and James V. 
O’Gara, former assistant to exec 
veepee general sales manager James 
R. Grainger, takes over in the east- 
ern slot. 

Western territory includes mid- 
western, prairie and Pacific Coast 
districts, southern covers the south- 
western and southern sales districts, 
,and eastern division takes in New 
'England, central and eastern dis- 
|tricts. In addition to his new slot. 
Walton will retain his present 
duties, 

Reason given by Grainger for the 
move was Rep’s determination to 
break into the “A” bracket on film 
production. Company is girding it- 
self to break down exhibitor oppo- 
|Sition to higher prices of top prod- 











for the annual trip to the | uct after a long history of lesser 


| films. 





lease a building in Manhattan where 
they'll set up a studio. 

Investing $25,000 in technical 
equipment, American Screen Test 
will also engage in the production 
of commercial films as well as talent 
tests, according to Hoffman. Small 
unit of the firm, he said, is currently 
shooting a 15-minute documentary 
film at the City College of New York 
that will trace the institution's 100 
year history. 

Financed by contributions 
alumni, short’s narrative wil! 
recited by Edward G. Robinson, 
CCNY alumnus, who arrives from 
the Coagt this week. Pic will be 
screened at an alumni dinner at 
the Hotel Astor, N. Y., Feb. 12 and 
is designed to spur interest in the 
school’s current $1,500,000 fund- 
raising campaign to improve the 
college’s educational facilities. 
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URGES EAST FOR PROD. ‘ESCAPE’ 





Goldwyn Points to Wow Best Years’ Biz 
To Refute Selznick Nix of ‘Problem’ Pix 


David O. Selznick’s statement in ¢ 
Variety last week, that he disagrees | 
with Samuel Goldwyn in that he 
feels the public “definitely does not 
want its problems reflected on the 
screen,” brought a quick retort from 
Goldwyn and a fistful of figures to 
show that grosses on his “Best Years 
of Our Lives”—definitely a “prob- 
lem” picture—are building, appar- 
ently on the basis of word-of-mouth. 
Goldwyn maintains that’s direct 
refutation of the Selznick point of 
view. 

In light of Goldwyn’s repeated 





Massey, Roz Russell 
To Star in ‘Electra’ 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Raymond Massey was signed to 


RKO film version of the Eugene 


O'Neill play, “Mourning Becomes 
Electra.” 


Inked for a top featured role is 
Katina Paxinou, recently working 
for J. Arthur Rank in England. 
espousal during the past few months] Filming of “Electra” starts here in 
of pictures “with something to say,” | March. 
Selznick’s remarks last week placed | 
the two leading Hollywood indies at 
opposite poles as the protagonists of 
the conflicting points ef view long 
argued in and out of the film in- 
dustry: does the joe who plunks his 
coin on the boxoffice sill want pix 
with “something to say” or does he 
prefer pure entertainment? 

Curiously, Goldwyn with his “Best 
Years” and Selznick with “Duel in 
the Sun” each has a film represent- 
ing his view currently in the 
supreme testing ground—the the- 
atre. Inasmuch as both are doing 
smash biz, the answer to most trade 
observers seems obvious—any film, 
in no matter what category it falls, 
will do business if it’s good. 

“Duel” is playing only the Los 
Angeles area, with results there, 
however, definitely pointing to top 
grosses throughout the country. 
“Years” is at the Astor, N. Y.; 
Woods. Chicago; Beverly, Los An- 

(Continued on page 27) 


BARNEY BALABAN NAME 
PIX CHIEF IN FUND DRIVE 


Barney Balaban, Paramount 
prexy, has been named national 
chairman of the motion picture 
division in the nationwide United 
Jewish Appeal campaign to raise 
$170,000,000 during 1947 to aid dis- 
placed persons in Europe, according 
to an announcement by Ex-Secre- 
tary of the Treasury Henry Morgen- 
thau, Jr., general chairman of the 
UJA. 

In accepting the post, Balaban 
said that key leaders on the east and 
west coasts have been invited to | 
serve with him on a divisional com- | N.Y. BOOTHMEN GET 
mittee to mobilize the film industry : 
behind the relief program. 


Albert Warner Gives 
2,900 Shares to Charity 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 
Major Albert Warner, vice prexy 
of Warner Bros., has presented 2,900 
shares of Warner common stock to 
Jewish_ charities, according to the 
latest report of the Securities and 





Lady Lensing 
Brings Legal 





Subjective camera technique em- 
ployed by director-star Robert 


Montgomery for Metro’s “Lady in 
the Lake” hag braught down upon 
Metro a raft of court action threats 
from disgruntled individuals claim- 
ing to have been the originators of 
the etechnique. Montgomery him- 
self, however, claims he suggested 
the camera work to Metro studio 
execs back in 1938, but his idea was 
nixed at the time. In addition, M-G 
reports that at least 50 members of 
the sneak preview audience who 
saw the picture on the Coast wanted 
credit for the original idea. 

None of the inventor fringe, how- 
ever, has any. kickback coming, ac- 
cording to Metro attorneys, since it’s 
impossible to copyright or patent 
such an idea. Moreover, according to 
Montgomery, the technique was used | 





eral years ago. Latest claimant to 
the camera method, but one who 
hasn't threatened Metro with 2 law 
suit, is Charles T. Littleton, engi- 
neer with the American Cyanimide 


(Continued on page 27) 











Receiving a second 15% salary 
hike within the past year, projec- 
tionists’ local 306 signed a two-year 
pact in New York with a’ dozen 
companies last Friday (10). New 
scale was established at $101.83 for 
a 28-hour, four-day week with all 
increases retroactive to Sept. 1, 1946. 
Contract negotiations were con- 
summated by Major L. E. Thomp- 
son, RKO’s labor relations consultant 





co-star with Rosalind Russell in the | 


|is “definitely one way out of the 





Threats to M-G 





UPPED TO $101.83. 








Exchange Commission covering the 


period from Nov. 11 to Dec. 10, 1946. 


Warner gave 2,000 shares to the 
United Jewish Appeal and made a 
present of 900 shares to the Federa- 
of Jewish Philanthropies of 
New York. The 2,900 shares at cur- 
rent market prices are worth about 
Warner reported holding 


tion 


$47,000. 
426,100 shares. 


Herbert J. Yates reported the ac- 
Quisition of 6,100 shares of Repub- | 


and employers’ rep, and Herman 
Gelber, Local 3806 prez. 


Companies signed included Co- | 
lumbia, Metrotone, News, Loew’s, 
Movietone News, National Screen 
Service, Paramount, Pathe, RKO- 
Pathe, RKO Radio, Republic, 20th- 
Fox, United Artists, Universal, 
Warners and Ace Film Labs. 











‘ 
lic Pictures common, bringing his | Street Scene’ Legit 


total to 33,600 shares. Onsrud, Inc., 


a holding company, reported having | 
The 


86,950 shares in its possession. 
Antonsen Realty Corp. reported 14,- 
685 shares. 


Stephen Callaghan, New York, 


added 200 shares of Paramount com- | 
Henry Ginsberg, Hollywood, 
80ld 500 she~ xs, and William H. and 


mon: 


John 
wood, 
sh ares, 


D. Ginsberg, both of Holly 


Abraham S. Schneider, New York, 
disposed of 260 shares of Columbia 


Pictures. 


| 
holding 12,974. Abraham . 
Montague, New York, reported ae Jonas Arnold to E-L 
senting 188 shares of Columbia to| Jonas Arnold has been tagged 
charity. | press book editor for Eagle-Lion 
es Se see | Films. 
Directors’ N. Y¥Y. Meet | Arnold who will also handle ex- | 
First amnual convention of the | hibitor relations and sales promo- | 
Screen Directors Guild, eastern | tion, 
chapter. 


will be held Saturday (18 
at the Lotos Club, N. Y. 


Click of the legit musical version 
of “Street Scene,” which opened 
| last week at the Adelphi theatre, 
| N. Y., has resulted in the 1931 film | 
|version with Sylvia Sidney, Estelle 
|Taylor and Buster Collier, being 
reissued. 


Film, released originally by United | 








Astor Pictures, which has assigned | 
distribution to Bell Pictures. 


each reported holding al 1% has since been acquired by | 


)| the March of Dimes campsign to ac- 
\cept his new job. 








originally in a French picture sev- | 


| several studios in Hollywood for a 


| 
| 


{number of years. 
;mulling several film offers but will 


| Click Brings Reissue |. 





INDIANA BIGGIE 
WARNS 1 WOOD 


Indianapolis, Jan. 14. 
Film production at eastern studios 





Hollywood wastepots” if Coast out- | 
fits fail to provide multi-change | 
houses with necessary B product at 
reasonable prices, Trueman T. Rem- 
busch, president of the nggene | 
Theatre Owners of Indiana and 
member of the board of Allied | 
States, declares. 





Jennifer Jones, Cotten 
Set for ‘Jenny’ | 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

David O. Selznick nominated Jen- 

Rembusch gave warning in letter nifer Jones and Joseph Cotten as co- 
replying to Harry H. Thomas, pres-|Stars in his forthcoming produc- 
ident of PRC, who had urged on|tion, “Portrait of Jenny,” based on 
Rembusch necessity of higher|the Robert Nathan novel of the 
rentals due to increased production | same name. 
costs. | David Hempstead will produce, 

Recent proven that | his first job under the Selznick ban- 
“waste, incompetance, lack of fore- jner, 
sight and energy, with topheavy | starting Feb. 1». 


homeoffice overhead are the biggest 
factors in the song and dance of 
increased production costs,” Rem- f | 
Chance for Early 
es z 
Strike Peace Dim; 
e_e 
British Back CSU 


busch counters. 
“As president of the Associated 
Theatre Owners of Indiana, I also 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Peace in the film strike is as far 
|away as ever, according to Roy M. 


sit on the board of Allied States 

Assn. That board has been making 
Brewer, international rep of the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 


a survey of the whole production 
Stage Employees, after 


survey has 








problem, and I can tell you we have 
definitely come to the conclusion 
that the making of pictures as now 
practiced in Hollywood must either 
be reformed or Hollywood will cease 
to be the production center of the 
motion picture industry,” Rembusch 
avers. 
Studio Available 


Studios are available in the east, 


recite i age re 4 a long dis- 
or age ig gee ae Pron tance phone talk with Joseph Kee- 
Se eS a ae Swe OF nan, secretary of the Chicago Fed- 
stars, directors, etc., in Hollywood, 


eration of Labor. 


Brewer declared that Keenan had 
no immediate plans to shift to Hol- 
lywood to mediate in the studio 
labor troubles. In fact, Brewer 
said, the strike problems are now 
harder to untangle than they were 
last September, when it started. In- 
ter-Faith Council of Los Angeles, 


through the artificial product short- 
” He also states that trade 


age. 
(Continued on page 27) 


Al Wilkie Quits Par 


Al Wilkie, publicity manager for 
Paramount, has resigned, leaving the 
company Friday (17). Wilkie filled 








peace last month, 


years and prior to that was with | gether. 


Meanwhile, producers who had 
| hoped to ease their Technicolor prob- 
lems by sending their films overseas 
for processing in England have given 
up that idea. George H. Elven, 
secretary of the Association of Cine- 
Technicians in Britain, cabled the 
Conference of Studio Unions that 
British members would not work on 
color prints that ordinarily would 
be processed in Hollywood. 


He’s currently 


make no immediate decision, 


Wilkie heads for Florida and the 
Gulf sector for a two-month vaca- 
tion and then plans to return to New 
York. Understood that he has an 
offer as public relations chief for the 
Thoroughbred Racing Assn. but is 
not inclined to accept it. 











Briefs From the Lots 











Hollywood, Jan, 14. | Frank Faylen 

Republic bought “Down Tahiti | checked 
Way,” authored by Colbert Clark 
and Paul Ganglin, for production 


and Joe Vitale, 
into Paramount for their 
roles in “The Road to Rio”...Par- 
amount bought “The Sealed Ver- 


and William Dieterle will direct, | 


| which set out to arrange a treaty of | 


has given up hope | 
the top flack spot for the past 20/| of bringing the local leaders to- | 








in Trucolor by William J. Sullivan 

. . Bob Welch’s first producer 
| chore for Paramount will be the 
Bob Hope starrer, “Paleface,” 
screenplayed by Edmund Hartmann 
and Frank Tashlin and slated to 
start March 3... Buddy Rogers 
and Ralph Cohn will film “Stork 
Bites Man” on the Hal ‘Roach lot, 
starting Jan. 15... Lois Butler, 
highschool girl, draws the title role 
in “Clementine,” her first film ven- 
ture, to be produced by Eagle-Lion 
. Lionel Houser turned in the) 
screenplay on “The Wind Is Blind,” | 
to be produced by Skirball-Manning | 
for Universal-International . .. Vir- | 
| ginia Field draws a featured role | 
in “Repeat Performance” at Eagle- | 
Lion. 


Sam Katzman will make “The 
Prince of Thieves” as one of the)! 
seven films on his 1947 production | 











|program for Columbia release.. 7 
| Herman Hover, head of Ciro’s 
nitery, will function as technical ad- | 


visor on “The Corpse Came C. O. D.” 


'to be produced by Sam Bischoff for | 


| 


Columbia...Robert Gordon will di- | 
rect “Major Denning’s Trust Estate,” | 
a tale of the Virginia horseback set, | 
at Columbia...Nancy Saunders) 
draws the femme lead opposite | 


has resigned as an official of Warner Baxter in “The Crime Doc- | directing.. 


tor’s Vacation” 
«»- Three heavies, Gale Sondergaard, 


dict,” a novel by Lionel Shapiro, 
based on the war trials in Germany. 

Barbara Britton inked by Para- 
mount to co-star in “Albuquerque” 
with Randolph Scott...Lizabeth Scott 
started her fifth starring role in the 
Hal Wallis production, “I Walk 
Alone,” at Paramount...Barton Mac- 
Lane signed by Columbia for “Three 
Were Thoroughbreds,” replacing 
Forrest Tucker who was injured on 
location at Tucson...Wallace Fox 


| will direct “The Vigilante,” a serial, 


to be produced by Sam Katzman at 
Columbia, starting Feb. 15...Jay 
Norris drew a featured role in the 
Eddie Cantor production, “If You 
Knew Susie,” at RKO...Paramount 
bought “Jed Blaine’s Woman,” a tale 


| of the gold rush days in San Fran- 


cisco, authored by Evelyn Wells... 

Ralph Morgan returns to Metro for 
the first time in 10 years for a fea- 
tured role in “Song of the Thin 
Man.” 


Mark Hellinger borrowed Hume 
Cronyn from Metro for one of the 
top roles in his next production, 
‘Brute Force,” for U-I release... 
| Mike Frankovich gave the giddyap 
sign to “Jesse James Rides Again,” 
a cliffhanger at Republic, with — 
Brannon and Thomas Carr 
Republic is 


(Continued on page 21) 


aa a commission 
on the Columbia lot | camera crew to Honolulu and the | 


‘Allied States Would Break Open 
Tight Product Situation in Plan To 
Foster Wide-Scale Indie Production 


+ Allied States Exhibitors’ 


plan for 
| gunning indie production of films is 


;} open to any producer who meets 
ithe requisites of story and produc- 
tion values, a spokesman for the 
| theatre group said this week. No 
| fixed number of pix has been set 
i} and no contracts have yet been 
| awarded ‘o producers, it was said, 
but Allied is aiming to foster as 


many films as feasible to bust open 
| the tight product situation currently 
dogging indie exhibs. 


Chief inducing factor 








which Al- 

lied has to promote production is 
the ability to guarantee a minimum 
| of playdates for any filn iadeé un- 
I . i i Waa ti 
der the exhib . rit’s plan, the Allied 
spokesman added. Committee, head- 
ed by Irvjng Dollinger, has can- 
vassed Allied members and _ has 


bagged a sizable number of commit- 
ments to play films. 
ments, according to Allied, warrant 
production of pix, since the play- 
dates would insure to the producer 
profitable distribution of Allied-fos- 
tered films. 


These commit- 


Allied Meet Jan. 31 


Latest d*velopments in the pro- 
duction promotion campaign will be 
outlined by Dollinger at Allied’s 
board of directors meet in Wash- 
ington, Jan. 31. Understood that his 
committee has been dickering with 
a number of producers and there is 
no idea of awarding an exclusive 
contract to any vne film-maker. 

Plan, frequently aired at Allied 
confabs, is an outgrowth of charges 
that Hollywood is consciously creat- 
ing a product pinch. Theatre group 
toppers argue that the Allied pro- 
gram will not only supply added 
product but will also arm indie ex- 
hibs with means of wangling better 
|terms from the majors. 


MARCH OF TIME, SAG 
REACH COMPROMISE 


Ending a _ three-month wrangle 
over the use of amateur actors, 
March of Time and the Screen 
Actors Guild reached a compromise 
last week in New York, with MOT 
signing a basic agreement with 
SAG. Under the agreement, SAG 
recognizes MOT films as coming 
within the definition of a newsreel 
but the latter acknowledges that, 
because of certain techniques of 
dramatic re-enactment employed on 
occasion by MOT, its employment of 
certain actors falls within the juris- 
diction of the SAG. 

MOT also signed the standard 
SAG form covering the production 
of commercial, documentary or fea- 
ture films. As a result of the agree- 
ment, SAG lifted its “unfair action” 
ban on the MOT and notified af- 
filiated organizations in the parent 
talent union, the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America, that they 
may accept any engagements of- 
fered them by the producing out- 
fit. 


ATOM Petition Due For 
Hearing by NLRB 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 

Petition by the Associated The- 
atre Operating Managers for rec- 
ognition as bargaining agent for 
| managers and assistants in the Fox 
West Coast chain will be heard 
Jan. 16 by the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board. 

ATOM claims to represent a ma- 
jority of FWC managers and assist- 
ants. Petition has been before 
| NLRB since last September. 








Memphis Re-elects Binford 
Memphis, Jan. 14. 
Lloyd T. Binford, who distinguish- 
ed himself the past year primarily 
by keeping Lena Horne and “The 





Outlaw” off Memphis screens, has 
just been reelected by the city 
for another one-year 


term as chairman of the local board 
of motion picture censors. 
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theatres’ wickets!’’ 


“A wonderful motion picture! That it ¥ 
as anything in show business can b 


“Should account for high grosses in all shoal rst tair 
.-. superbly enacted by James Stewart and Donna Reed! Excellent, enjoyable 
entertainment for the entire family. Appears destined for long and deserved 
popularity!” , — Showmen's Trade Review 















“A thoroughly engrossing picture! One of the important exhibition ventures 
of 1947. It can’t miss such an exalted niche!” — Boxoffice 





"Outstanding! One of the great films of this or any year! Has all the ingredi- 
ents to make up swell entertainment! ... Capra and his touch at his best!” 
— The Exhibitor 


s 


“This is one of the great ones; headed for smash biz! Stirring, profound, 
intensely human! This is for Everyman! Frank Capra has created a grand 
picture of humanity! A candidate for many laurels!” — Film Daily 


“Going to do wonderful things at the boxoffice! James Stewart’s perform- 
ance of Academy Award stature!” — M. P. Daily 


MARCH OF DIMES MOTION PICTURE DRIVE 
JANUARY 24th-30th 
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“The entertainment values are guarantee of sensational box-office! Produetion 
beyond reproach... top showmanship in the filming!” —Daily Variety 


“Excellent mass entertainment! Powerful, deeply appealing human-interest 
drama. Every one who will see the picture will love it.” —Harrison’s Reports 


“A truly- wonderful motion picture! It is going to roll up record-breaking 
grosses ... and be among the nation’s top few everywherel” —Film Bulletin 
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Jom, JAMES STEWART 


wl DONNA REED 


LIONEL BARRYMORE - THOMAS. MITCHELL » HENRY TRAVERS 
wee BEULAR BUND] ~ WARD BOND - FRANK FAYLEN - GLORIA GRARAME 


PRODUCED ANB t APRA 
OIRECTED BY 
" Play by Frantes Goodrich, Albert Hacket?, 


on Capra * Additional Scenes by Jo Swerling : ww ~ Released through RKO RADIO Pictures 
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| Film Reviews 


Miniature Reviews 


“Sinbad the Sailor” (Color) 
(RKO), Color fantasy of Orien- 


se 


Inside Stufl—Pictures 











Universal-International’s leap with both feet into the narrow-gauge 
film business, highlighted by its recent absorption of Castle Films, received 
a journalistic salute from Time magazine in the Jan. 13 issue’s Business & 
Finance section. Matty Fox, sparkplug in U-I’s expansion moves, came 
in for specific mention in the article, which described the U-I exec veepee 


tal adventure; Doug Fairbanks, 
Jr.: Maureen O'Hara insure b.o. 

“Meet Me at Dawn” (British- 
Made). Romantic comedy pro- 
vides good entertainment in this 


Sinbad the Sailor 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Jan. 11. 


of Stephen 


comes a sensation when a news- 
|paper publisher, not knowing the 
| mystery woman about whom the men 


RKO rel are to duel is his own daughter, plas- 
‘\ reieas 


Ames production, 




















é as “globular little Matty Fox,” who started his pic career at eight as an 

Siars Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. Maureen |ters his paper with lurid stories about | yy2,ce] Helman-20th- Fox pic. | usher in Racine, Wis. ; , ; 

Bare, Walter Gemen ccctéres Antaess |" RenGnine X. fallen | Hungry Hill” (British-Made) According to the Time script, United World Films, U’s narrow-gauge 
uinn ieorge Tobias, Jane Greer, Mike Ma: ile 2 av . on | “ sn- >), . : f 

Eeasurki, Ghetdom Galineé, Alta Mabie | Meanwhile the couple have fallen | Bx A : subsid, paid $2,000,000 for Castle Films and then nailed down owner Eu- 

ee ey Milthell Directed ho [in love and climax comes when the Disappointing adaptation of . Bell Hero 

John Miljan. Barry Mitchell Directed > | prospective father-in-law insults him} Daphne du Maurier’s best-seller: | ene W. Castle on a long-term, $40,000 per year pact. Bell & Howell's 
tiel 1 illace Sereenplay, John Twist: | ros ‘tive lz ST -Iti-te : : »STt-Se . . ® . 

- ay iad a tear " ° ahok Fate, | Caublicly and the boy has to challenge rag sledding for the U. S . Filmosound Library was picked up for ‘a oor $600,000 © - paid 

camera (Technicolory; Georke Barnt pe- | him to a duel. Giving the father a | ies ; | over a 10-year period, Time says. Filmosound deal was so good that Fox 

. eg a hpersnd . ee 'fencing lesson during what appears | “gloated: ‘We'll pay for’this cow out of its milk’.” Time has it after imply. 

=O deshown in Los Angeles, Jan. % | to be a mortal combat, he turns the |thing she loves should have touched | ing that B & H sold out because it feared it would be cut off from its supply 

Fo steer ba ages as |fumbling publisher into a hero andj oe ~but somewhere in the writing | of Hollywood features. 

S routas lirbanks, Jr. } a ha girl arms : 

hh oc itar, | ena with the girl in his ian Sia and direction the sentiment has been a 

+ op ae Poe uggemniee. aged E8 oP a hen eliminated, and Miss Lockwood can | Beacon Pictures Corp., producer of “Copacabana” for UA release, is 

ee ree bee Miri 5. Graco pipe d te H Aman took oi little with the puppet she plays. | split five equal ways among Ben Hersh (Ideal Factoring), producer Sam 

d aS ling part, produce chumal “|Instead of being a tragic figure as} -.. d ‘ ; sa Prank > ae Walter Batchelor 

} jane Greer |) i¢ oamble which doesn’t quite come me 4 drug Maint alam fa} Coslow, Hollywood agent George Frank, N. . agent alter atchelor, 

\ rki | >» oo ’ é La rr 4 S oe of S| “2 . : ’ ; 

rt - ; ¥ nard | off. Hazel Court has beauty, but to AE werccotnyg Nor Pag — i yn Bn bg | and Monte Proser, boniface of the N, Y. nitery of the film’s name. In addi- 

BRR. 1... scanseeereee eens \iin Napier | play such important roles she needs | able reason, has the camera been | tion, Proser got $25,000 for use of the title and property, but invested it for 

~ 5 Fess npaaxs 2. |more training and experience. This | kind to her a 20% cut. All 

ait in a tated vit \ SLite he } 4 . 


iis most apparent in her scenes with 


but Cosiow put up money, latter contributing his 
'such seasoned troupers as Margaret 


Cecil Parker is monumental as old | S€'vices as producer, engineer‘ng the UA reiease, writing the tunes, etc., 


The sterling adventures of Sinbad 









































not likely to be too closcly examined 
by theatregoers seeking pure escap- 








Theatres, which have been ransacked 
for talent. 











expert streamlining of Sardou’s old | 








Despite names and Paul Achard’s|sState Dept. has stepped into the 
void created by Hollywood neglect, 


permits. Americans figured this was 
to keep a check on dollar exchange, 





+ ‘ -odri is grief is soul- | as his share of the deal. 
o enilivie wash: ne a rermancer | Rutherford and Stanley Holloway. | ™@" Brodrick but his grief is soul : 
as a sailing man and as a romancet Th = two are scene-stealers par ex- | less. Dennis Price is the only one : 
have been garbed in brilliant color in ba. = case and dominate the screen at | Who is entirely credible. Thisis his} David O. Selznick’s “Duel In the Sun” will have to gross about $10,000,000 
this RKO production. The Oriental | sory opportunity, Cane, | best work to date, and he enhances | in this country and abroad to break even. Negative cost was around $5,- 
ey SS ee ee aerate ee — |2 reputation earned by fine perform. | 500,000 and another $1,500,000 is being spent in advertising and exploita- 
PEOUS 90 SES ee Ferre ee eee jances. Running him close is Dermot] tion’ To that must be added approximately another 25% for distribution 
buyers, particularly among the very H > Beall | Walsh, product of the Gate Theatre, ; 

eh y: sans Sakai Wetec , ungry ‘ ath Wh . costs and Technicolor prints. 
young and those who have passed the anh ; | with his playing of Wild Johnnie. He 
aciively adventurous years. Boxoffice ea ‘ lshows much promise, and with his | — = se 
pay off should be handseme London, Jan. \long-term contract from Rank may|s — —E = : - 

Cast values match production ele-| General Film Distributors’ release of Two | fil] the gap left by James Mason. | 

a , 4 “ “es P| Citic Film Stars Marguare Lockwood, |} ml ~ . j 
ad ." tech bg ace ie oe etait ae: cenit eben, Sinented by F. J. McCormick, father of the | Indust "s Uj S ‘Culture’ Veto 

ati, a tessa peciggers Ces ire: | Brian Desmond Hurst. Screenplay by | present Abbey players, and his Wwiie e 2 

service, film has actor matching do- ; a > ee GE er ‘ 
s od_dare antics of his late father. He | D2Bhne du Maurier, Terence Young. based | Kileen Crowe etch a couple of nice , 
nme ania geo “the Bambovance re-| cra Bickivese. “At Btadlo One, Sandon, {studies ag faithful retainers: Jean — Continued from page 3 Semen : F 
poms ey rl be Si bad “a lashing | Jan. 7, '47. Running time, 109 MENS. Simmons, Rank starlet, is wasted, and ee ‘ eiciiiiin alates at tntiinn ‘the esiitndbain baw 
quired to ma e sin ac be ( <= | Paanen Made. «acs is). Marraret Lockwood Eileen Herlie (now under contract to | cultural program as syn etic ; Steac ol letting e newspapers have ' 
nang Moenlg oe a a Ace | areyhound John i Es aad og hd am Korda and slated for “Salome” with | propaganda.” When MPA nixed the | it first. 

‘ec ar: ~ SMe si ~ - ‘Topper JONN..-sccccceesreses ° ec 2 4 s ‘i pape . Bt . f : 
ring he onco, Reaagy Role bas little his- Wild Johnnie Wert Dermot Walsh | Orson Welles) makes a brief appear- | proposal, it was on the claim that As a result of the Smith blast, 
we aed value but Miss O’Hara’s | Henry DUORENENSs os 030.000 s 0 SEM oe hers j ance. Cane, the industry would not tie itself to| state Department wired the U. S. 

. “ay ; “| Morty Donovan... %ecseeses 4 rthur Sinclair ae ex td Gq i. ; ‘ 

comeliness graces period costumes bey Brodrick. ahaa kee e wad Jean Simmons any propaganda program no matter | Embassy in France to check into the 
and color to nth degree. | Rarbara Brodrick..........Barbara Waring N F ° Fil jhow salutary it purportedly was, charges. One State spokesman here 

Story concerns Sinbad's mythical Lge mmappeebeesenbatig Ag ew oreign Ss Government officials asina ome pointed out that the required oe ta 
ighth adventure wherein he seeKs;;7-j 7 ote Nilee Fok é sons given much as the ; ‘ : ie tas 
» tal a So ale titemed ani the teed | — mag base eceetcoceces Bie worn Gores (Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) | the reasor 8s & as / , bing in France, and the order that 
pe yo ‘ Ni ht eon ae Major | Sam D ae a pi yb Sheed Nat Michael Golden rejection itself. They charge the in-/| jms more than two years old could 

‘ rable Nignts pce . Mie | Sa ONOVAN, wescesccessoest chae woke sty j j ft si 
scr A fault is that pv At and | Ol 1: ae eeeee FE. J. McCormick ep e aeneem dustry with attempting to sink the! not be dubbed, were both old stuff, 
oath story points are obscure, mak- | eee San as sve anpeys » ee wt PM we oo II cme te ey entire program because of the fear | He said the French had them before 
ing intelligent following of plot dif-| Dr. Armstrong....s.se+e- =e! Henry Mollison| stars Valentine Tessier, Jean Debucourt, |Of competition from Governmental the war to protect its home market 
ficult Principal opponents to Sin- | Kate Donovan........... Siobhun Mckenna mete wAeerigg a Jules var ge | agencies, Actually, officials claim, from dumping. Only thing that was 

: . " obert agan; screenplay Vv ‘aul | > . Part . 

bad’s search are Walter Slezak and } . Ss love for Irish backeg Is | Asbase naned on ‘Ges “Odette” by Vie- |there’s a need for selling America’s new, he explained, was that the > 
Ronen See Tees Saree h — ca & sar od British pro. | °°! a ware naveewes in Paris, Run-| better features to the world and| Ministries of Finance and National 1 
oS SCS Se ee aoe He oe adc in obeed much to ee recede ngs: Hollywood has consistently muffed| Economy had to approve dubbing f 
— »s ale . <7. +o > rrite S &§ « ° : . 
dy — — rp ae a aa ‘t sin benefit of Dublin’s Abbey and Gate its chances to do so. Now, when the 
ing. ese are critical faults tha : d 


, | dvama, poor direction and antiquated (Details on French-U.S. deal on page 
ism for film entertainment. Names of Lockwood, Price and du | P 


. : technique cue this one strictly for the 
Richard Wallace’s direction of the | Maurier should draw customers here q y 


it’s charged, the film industry has | 3), 
: -~*| local nabes. A licated ro- 
Stephen Ames production treats the | but it will be hard going in America | local nabes Story, a complicated ro 


retaliated by attempting to scuttle 








ithe entire program. 




















| » - © . © « ~ ~ 
adventuring with a light but action- | First film of the series to reach the | mantic drama, wastes a capable cast. 
ful touch that pleases. Pageantry of |screen is “Hungry Hill.” Costing at 
the Oriental background lends itself | least $1,500,000, this adaptation of 
handily to tints, and George Barnes’ | Daphne du Mauriet’s best-seller is 
camera makes the most of the glori-|a sombre heavyweight created with 
fied production trappings. Special ef-| care, but falling with a sad crash 
fects also contribute a large share to| through absence of humanity and 
display as done by Vernon L. Walker | real feeling. For painstaking thor- 
and Harold Wellman. oughness the film deserves commen- 
George Tobias, as Sinbad’s boon | dation, but with one or two excep- 
companion in adventures, doesn’t|tions the characters have no red 
have too much to do. Jane Greer is| blood in their veins and little inter- 
a comely maid-in-waiting to Miss|est is aroused in the fate of most of 
O'Hara. Mike Muzarki, Sheldon|the principals. Cardinal failing, as 
Leonard, good in a single scene as|with so many British films, is lack 
an auctioneer; John Miljan and oth- | of heart. Too many British producers 
ers fit the action. Brog. and directors appear to frown on 
emotion, and are becoming expert in 
creating screen puppets. 
Story, beginning in 1840 and cov- 
(BRITISH-MADE) ering a period of 40 years, tells of 
London. Jan. 6. jthe bitter feud between the Brod- 
Wih-Fox presentation of Marcel lellman | ricks and the Donovans over the 


Meet Me at Dawn 





secceseesepese the mine is burnt to the ground, and 
Georges Vermorel.... ... basil Sydney 


Madame Vermorel..,.. Margaret Rutherford Brodrick’s eldest ‘Son is killed. P 
ore) OTT ere da Reeve _Next in succession to the Brod- 
Count de Brissuc.......-..... Graeme Muir | rick fortune is John, who has little 
News Editor......0... Wilfred Hyde White linterest in the mine, but having an 
ENP inching isuiestecesst dom fohn Ruddock aff ; ic 

ON va Ochiai — ©}. B. Clarence | affection for the Irish workers be- 
Prefect’ of Police........0J Aubrey Mallalieu | li¢ves that mutual regard and under- 





standing could banish hatred. After 
a hectic courtship he marries Fanny 
Rose, the much-courted and high- 
spirited local beauty; is a good hus- 
band, raises a family of four and 
dies, Fanny spoils her eldest son, 
who grows into a dissipated youth, 


It's a far cry from the psychovathic 
melodrama, “Wanted for Murder,” to 
this airy romantic comedy, but pro- 
ducer Marcel Hellman has provided 
a good entertainment. To have been 
more than this it would have needed 
the finest romantic comedy couple, 
and illiam Eythe and Hazel 
Court are not yet in the Lunt-Fon- 
tanne class as artists. Eythe, lent by 
20th-Fox, gives a performance that 


eagerly awaited by himself and his 
mother, he inherits the Brodrick for- 
tune and the mine. 

Realizing she is not wanted at 





parallels his work in “A Royal |Clonmere by her wild son, Fanny 
Scandal,” but director Thornton | goes to London where she becomes 
Freeland, corscientious as he is,|a gambler and a drug addict, but 
lacks the one-time Lubitsch touch, | Johnnie’s hard heart is touched when 
and Eythe, competent actor, is jhe sees the lonely aging woman— 
minus the Gallic effervescence the | he is in London while the scandal of 
part cries out for. 


| his betraying a Donovan girl blows 
| over. Mother returns happily to Ire- 
land, but the mine soon takes its toll. 
In a brawl with the workers Johnnie 
is killed and Fanny charges one of 
the Donovans with murder, But her 
philosophical old servant changes her 
mind. She withdraws the charge, and 
the end comes with Fanny looking 
out over Hungry Hili believing that 
peace has come to the Brodricks and 
the Donovans. 

It's a poor reward for Margaret 
Lockwood, England's most popular 


General level of acting is good, and 
production has a nice quality, par- 
ticularly in the duelling scenes, which 
also owe something to the music of 
Spolianski. But absence of marquee 
names—Eythe means more in Amer- 
ica than here—may handicap box- 
office, and picture will have to rely 
mainly on word-of-mouth. 

Story is laid in Paris at the turn 
of the century, with Eythe as a pro- 
fessional] duellist ready to take up 
anybody’s quarrel for a financial 
consideration. Engaged by politi- | actress, to be given a part that calls 
cians to insult and wound a prom- | for little more than posturing. acting 
inent senator who fs to be put out of | as a clothes-horse, and adding some 
the way for a period, he uses Gabri- | lines to her young face to denote age. 
elle as a pretext. The challenge be- 








Sore -_ 
ee ee | 





No dice for U. S. 


“Reves d@’Amour” (“Love Dreams’) 


Head-On Clash 





Benton's head-on crash with Hol- 


(FRENCH). Pathe Consortium release of | lywood last week followed his scrap 


Pathe production; stars Annie Ducaux and 


Pierre Richard Willm; directed by Chris- 
tian Stengel based on legit play by Rene 
Fauchois. _Previewed in Paris. Running 
time, 100 MINS, 





This filmization of the legit deals 
with the love affair a century ago of 
pianist composer Franz Liszt and 
Comtesse d’Agoult. As a musical, it 
does not compare with the American 
product. Musical values are all in the 
incidental synchronized music with 
no singing. Aided by good thesping 
and marquee names of Annie Ducaux 
and Richard Willm, should do fairly 
well in France, but has doubtful 
values for America. 














a few months earlier with the Asso- 
ciated Press ang United Press, which 
he charged with refusal to sell him 
news for overseas broadcast. Most 
of the radio people look askance at 
the shortwave radio program of 
Benton’s division, feeling that the 
job should be done by private in- 
dustry. 

Benton, who up to now has been 
a close personal friend of Johnston, 
brought the situation into the open 
with a speech in Chicago last Thurs- 
day (9) in which he made uncompli- 
mentary remarks about Hollywood's 
influence abroad, and the fear of it 











by Europeans, Johnston is in Arizo- 
|na, recuperating from a recent at- 
| tack of pneumonia, but O'Hara let 


Running time, 95/5 at Benton with both barrels. 


O'Hara declared: 
“What the American people fear 
is the type of culture which Mr. 


good to get a showing at the Cannes | Benton proposes to spread abroad. 


Production, Stars William EKythe, Hazel | sinking of a copper mine on Hungry “Farrebique” (FRENCH). Ecran Fran- 
ne nage oper eee agg ete Bag Hill by John Brodrick, owner of | cais release of Georges Kouquier produc- 
treet Freetand: music by Mischa Spoli- Clonmere Castle. Centuries before ee ae 8 ee by Rougnies. 
ansky. Sereenplay by Lesley Storm. — a ——_ owned the Hill, and MINS, 

Seymour based on “Le Tueur.’* by Marcel) inbred in the family is a hatred of 

ener von 8 an unmine. time. 9 | Brodrick, Cursing him, old Morty [ This picture, of a documentary 
MINS, . : | Denovan declares that no Donovan ature, was considered sufficient! 
Charles Morton..... ..William Fythe | will work at the mine which will ae oe ee oe rend 
Guimielie Verner Suey, Holeway | bring nothing but bad luck to the Festival. But it is too arty in its de- 
Senitor Renault.....sse--. cores Thorpe | Brodricks. To make his prophecy | .cription of the’ life of French 
Madame Renault........ .... Irene Browne | true, he invites the Irishman to riot, | P 

Margot.... .. Beatrice Campbell 


| peasants. Farmers in the poor French 


southern country are the sole actors. 
Lensing is good and film might be 
improved by cutting into a two-reel 
documentary since the story itself is 


of no importance. As a_ feature 
“Farrebique” has no appeal for U. S. 
Maxi, 


“Humo en los Ojos” (“Smoke in the 
Eyes’) (MEXICAN). Filmex release of 





and on the death of his grandfather, | 


Producciones Rosas Priego production; stars 
Tona la Negra and Fernando Soto: features 
David Silva. Maria Luisa Zea. Mercedes 
Parba and Ruben Rojo: directed by Alberto 
Gont; camera, Alberto Carasco, At Cine 


Orfeon, Mexico City. Running time, 75 
MINS, 





Modest pic shapes up as fair enter- 
tainment largely because of music by 
Agustin Lara, Mexico’s big romantic 
songsmith and warbling of buxom 
Tona la Negra. Story’s a slow mov- 
ing drama studded with gunplay. 
Okay acting, direction and lensing 
help it. Film should do well locally 
and may do for foreign language 
spots in the U. S. Grah. 





“Le Visiteur” 
(FRENCH). 


produ. tion: 


(‘The 
Sirius release 
stars Pierre 
Balpetre, Michel Vitold, 
ensol, Beauchamp, 
rected by 


Tuspector’’) 
of Majestic 
Fresnay: 
Debucourt, Char- 
Simone Sylvestre: di- 
Jean Dreville: screenplay, Jean 
Rernard-Luec. Reviewed in Paris. Running 
time, 90 MINS 





Despite Pierre Fresnay’s marquee 





pull, this looms as a doubtful draw 
in any situation. Story deals with a 


| shyster lawyer who commits murder 
be hides in an orphanage. There's 
| little 
' Story of a woman who loses every- | 


human interest and 
femme appeal is nil. ‘No dice for U.S. 


features | 


filim’s | 


It has been a universal experience 
that synthetic Government propa- 
ganda, such as he favors, has always 
ended in failure or something worse. 
Perhaps Mr. Benton can do better. 


‘Have a Right to Be Wary’ 

“But the American people have a 
right to be wary of Mr. Benton’s 
plan for the lavish use of Govern- 
ment funds in the fields of press, 
|radio and motion pictures. The 
| American tradition of free expres- 
|} sion is based on the positive con- 
viction that no Government bureau- 
icrat, even one as wise as Mr. Benton, 
jis wise enough to impose his own 
peers of what constitutes Ameri- 


can culture on the great media of 
| free expression. 

| “Mr. Benton would do far better 
,if he followed the traditional policy 
| of his own State Department in 
opening up world channels of news 
and information instead of trying to 
remake the patterns of American 
culture.” 

The statement is the last mani- 
festation of impatience with the 
State Department by MPA. At the 
beginning of the month, Harold L. 
Smith, in charge of the MPA Paris 
office, blew his top at a press con- 
ference against the French dubbing 
regulations which went into effect 








violation of last year’s trade agree- 
ment. The Smith move was entirely 
without advance notice to the State 
| Department's commerciai policy sec- 
tion. Earlier, MPA would ' have 
} taken up such a matter quietly in- 








‘Cultural Imperialism’ 
Cited by Benton 


Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Fear among foreign politicians and 
cultural leaders of Hollywood-pro- 
duced films creating an “American 
cultural imperialism” in their na- 
tions was cited here last week by 
William Benton, assistant secretary 
of state, when he spoke before the 


Chicago Council on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 
Benton said United States dele- 


gates at the first general conference 
of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural organization 
in Paris last month noted a definite 


| concern among leaders of large fore 
|eign countries of the effect the pix 


have on their subjects. 


“The very technical genius of Hol- 
lywood which makes its pictures 
sought after and beloved by the 
masses everywhere terrifies scholars 
and politicians in these countries,” 
Benton said. 


“They hear their children speak- 


|ing English with an American ac- 


cent, using our slang, and discussing 
love, murder, and divorce in the 
Hollywood epigrams,” he continued. 


According to the U. S. diplomat 
this fear does not result from Amerie 
can books, radio, art, or press as- 
sociations but rests largely on what 
he termed a “great worldwide im- 
pact of Hollywood motion pictures.” 
This “impact” is not noticed here 
in the U. S., but seems to be cause 
for great fear abroad. 

In his opinion, Benton said, U. S. 
films exert a two-fold influence when 
| exhibited in foreign countries. They 
ido harm by conveying many false 
impressions of the American stand- 





Jan. 1, claiming they were a flagrant | 








ards but do give some correct in- 
, formation on the way of life here. 
Benton observed that American- 
produced films have given a great 
|many foreigners the impression that 
;Chicago is a haven for machine- 
gunning gangsters. He said he hoped 
that Hollywood, in years to come, 
would present in their product a 
better balanced impression of what 
the United States was really like. 





ANN MILLER RETURNS 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Ann Miller, after a brief term in 
matrimony, returns to pictures as 
star in “The Pretty Girl,” to be pro- 
|duced by Alfred Bloomingdale #t 
| Columbia. 

Musical will be filmed on a heavy 
| budget from an original by Devery 
|Freeman, who is also doing the 
| Screenplay, 
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Bway Maintains Boffo Grosses 
Despite Post-Holiday; Edge’ 1096 
In Final, Life’ NSG 326, Clouds 117 


Broadway's first-run film theatres 
appeared headed back to normal 
this week after an ultra-lush holiday 
season—but the normalcy, from all 


ndications, will continue to be that 


of top grosses. Indicative is the 
$109,000 chalked up by “Razoix's 
Edge” during its final week at the 
Roxy Figure pushes the film's 
eight-week total to almost $1,000,000, 
probably an all-time high for any | 
theatre anywhere for a single pic- 
ture 

“Best Years of Our Lives” at the 
Astor continued to ride the crest 


of strong word-of-mouth and good 
publicity based on almost unanimous 
film critics’ choice of it as the best 
film of 1946, raking in a fancy 
$52.500 in its eighth week, it holds 
indefinitely. Music Hall offered 
another solid frame for “Till the 
Clouds Roll By,” which grossed a 
hefty $117,000 during its eighth 


sion 
“Secret Heart,” running i 
tazeshow topped by Tommy Dorsey 
; the Capitol, tumbled to a 
rish $62,000 for its final stanza 
nd will be replaced next week by 
“Lady in the Lake,” plus a stage 
bill topped by Kathryn Grayson. and 
Johnny Johnston. Ensuing week will 
see raft of new releases, with 
“Dead Reckoning” replacing “Love 
Laughs at Andy Hardy” at the 
Criterion, “Sinbad the Sailor” 
lowing “Song of the South” into the 
Palace, and “Perfect Marriage” 
ceeding “Cross My Heart” at 
Paramount. 
Metro will 
Music Hall, 
for its eastern preem Jan. 23. “Cali- 
fornia” replaces M Darling 
Clementine” after the latter's six- 
week run at the Rivoli and “13 Rue 
Madeleine” goes into the Roxy as 


4 
al 


~ ? 


#. 
sai 
« 


suc- 
the 


continue to hold the 


its backlog jam, despite the apparent 
continued strong pull of “Edge.” 
Another 20th newcomer, “Wake Up 
and Dream,” succeeds “Beast with 
Five Fingers” at the Victoria next 
Wednesday (22), 

Among the holdovers, meanwhile, 
“Time, Place and Girl’ continued its 
strong pace at the Strand where, 


backed by Vaughn Monroe’s orch, it | 
checked off a sturdy $53,000 in its 


third frame. “Humoresque,” in 
with a nice $38,000 and also holds. 
“It's a Wonderful Life’ continued 
its slow pace at the Globe with a 
mildish fourth stanza take of $32,000, 
while “Stairway to Heaven,” play- 
ing three and four shows daily on a 
modified oadshow policy at the 


Park Avenue, held to a_ steady 
$19,000. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aster (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$2.40) 


—*Best Years of Lives” (RKO) (8th | 
Holding up solidly in post- | 

with ultra-fancy | 

$52,200 estimated for week ending 


wk). 


holiday s€ssion, 


tomorrow (Thursday). Last week 
Was great $53,000. Continues 
definitely, 

Capitel (Loew's) (4,820; 60-$1.10) 


show 


headed by Tommy Dorse 
orcen, 


(4th wk). Tumbled durin 


$79.000 last 


fol- | 


with “Yearling” slated | 


its | 
fourth at the Hollywood, rolled in | 


y 
; £ 
third week ending today (Wednes- 
day) to fairish $62,000 after hefty |second stanza, garnering a solid $15,- 

week. Holds one more | 000 at the Adams and a good $13,000 


opening today (Wednesday). Last 
week, fourth frame of “Cross My 
Heart” (Par), combined with An- 


drews Sisters headlining stage bill, 
mildish $60,000, 
Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-$2.40) 


“Stairway to Heaven” (U) (4th 
wk) Holding steadily on modu- 
lated road-show policy with. strong 


$19,000 expected for third week end- 
ig last (Tuesday) night. Previous 
week, solid $21,000. 

Radie City 
fellers) (5,945: 
Clouds Roll By” 


Music Hall 
70-$1.25) 
(M-G) plus stage 
show (6th wk). Back to almost 
normal but still high $117,000 
sixth frame ending today (Wednes- 
day), after boffola $134,000 last 
| week. Holds one more session, with 
“Yearling” (M-G) opening Jan. 23. 
| Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85) — 
|“Murder in Reverse” (Indie) (lst 
vk). Bolstered by strong word-of- 
mouth to about $10,800 for 
stanza ending tomorrow (Thursday). 
Holds f more frame, 
Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
“California” (Par) opens today 
(Wednesday). Last week, sixth and 
final frame of “Darling Clementine 
(20th) did miidish $15,000, as against | 
$20,000 for previous week. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 90-$1.20)—‘13 
Rue Madeleine” (20th), plus stage 
show headlined by Gracie Fields, 
tees off today (Wcdnesday). Last 
week, eighth frame of “Razor's 
Edge” (20th), continued amazing 
pace with smash $109,000, meaning 


: es 


\ 


for one 


fs 
lall 


‘SKIES’ 156, ‘CLOUDS’ 126 
OK IN INDPLS. HOLDOVER 


Indianapolis, Jan. 14. 

With two holdovers on card, pix 
grosses have levelled off from lofty 
New Year week peaks but results 
are still good. “Blue Skies,” in sec- 





| 


| 
| 


} 


| 


(Rocke- 


for | 


| Last 
| Mild $5,000 in second stanza. 


| 
| 


ond week at Indiana, is top strai ht 
filmer again, “Till Clouds Roll By 
also holding up well at Loew’s. 
“Falcon’s Adventure,” paced by Con- 
nee Boswell, Freddie Slack orch, and 
Freddie Bartholomew on stage, is 
okay at Circle. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 48-74) 
‘Falcon’s Adventure” (RKO), with 
Connee Boswell plus Freddie Slack 
band, other acts on stage, Neat $18,- 


000. Last week, “Never Say Good- 
bye” (WB) and “Little Miss Big” 
(U). Fair $10,000 at 40-60 scale. 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 40-60) 
—‘Blue Skies” (Par). Strong $15,- 
000 in second stanza after terrific 
$27,000 New Year’s week opener, 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,300; 40-60)— 
“Temptation” (U). Modest $10,000. 
week, “Magnificent Doll’ (U). 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450: 40-60)— 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G), Ex- 


| 





Chi Biz Holds, but Honeymoon’s Over: 
Woman, Herth 026; ‘Time, 


Place 20 





Grosses Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the varie 
ous key cities, are not, i.e., with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 








celient $12,000 in second week, on 


jtop of sock $21,000 first stanza, 


initial | 


Lyric (Katz-Doile) (1,600; 40-60)— 


i“Somewhere in the Night” (20th) 
jand “Dangerous Millions” (20th). 
|Okay $7,000. Last week, *“Margie” 
' (20th) (m.o.). Fine $8,000. 





the film just missed clearing $1,000,- 
, 000, for eight weeks, probably an 
' all-time high. 

State (Loew's (3.450; 43-$1.10) — 
“Return of Monte Cristo” (Col) plus 
vaudeville layout on stage; winds up 
second week tonight (Wednesday) 
with good $26,000. ‘Jolson 
(Col), with stage bill headed 
| (Thursday). 
| Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.20) — 
i\“Time, Place, Girl’ (WB), 
| stageshow topped by Vaughn Mon- 
roe orch (3d wk). Soaring ahead 
with strong $53,000 for third frame 
ending tonight (Wednesday) after 
solid $65,000 previous week. Con- 
| tinues, 
Victoria 


(Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20) 
| —“Beast with Five Fingers” (WB) 
(4th wk). Okay $13,500 for third 
| frame ending last 


|after fair $18,000 previous 


plus | 


‘Gentleman’ 86, 


‘Skies 156, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 14. 
After br. aking all local boxoffice 


| records for a straight film by sky- 
| rocketing to a huge $38,000 its first 


| the local 


week, “Blue Skies” continues to be 
pace-setter. Newcomers 


| are unusually conspicuous by their 
absence, the lone major entries be- 


(Tuesday) night | days. 
week. | “Lady 


Story” | ing “Notorious Gentleman,” which is 


by | hitting a fast clip at the RKO-Pan, 
a part of 20th-Fox’s effort to ease | Thelma Carpenter, opens tomorrow | and “Gallant Bess 


” 


The holdovers, 
having another big inning, include 
“It's a Wonderful Life,” which takes 
its place among the boxoffice cham- 
pions here, “Time, Place and Girl” 
and “Count of Monte Cristo,” in 
their third weeks, and “The Secret 
Heart” in its second. 
Estimates for This Week 


_ Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Falcon 
in Criminal Court” (RKO) and 
“Singing in Corn” (Col), dual first- 


runs, reaching good $2,000 in five 
“Driftin’ River” (PRC) and 
Chaser” (PRC), also 


dual 
| “Wake Up and Dream” (20th) opens | first-runs, opened today (14). Last 


next Wednesday (22), 


week, “Alias Mr. Twilight” (Col) 


| Winter Garden (UA) (1.312: 60- | 29d “Bohemian Girl” (FC) -(reissue) 
| $1.20)—"“Wicked Lady” (U) (4th | Split with “Cuban Pete” (U) and 
|wk), Fourth session ending Friday Mr. Hex” (Mono), first runs, duals, 


(17) should hold to mildish $20,000 


after okay $24,000 previous week. 
Continues. 


Detroit H.0.'s O.K.; 





: 


"Jolson 286 for 2 


—‘“Secret Heart” (M-G) plus stage- 


Detroit, Jan. 14. 


dominating key 
“Jolson Story” in its 


Holdovers 


houses with 


are 





Se ssion, with “Lady in Lake” (M-G), | at the Downtown. “Time, Place. Girl” 
plus Kathryn Grayson, Johnny John- | and “It’s a Wonderful Life” are also 


ston on stage opening Jan. 23. 


|staying a second round at the Mich- 


Criterion (Loew s) (1,700; 60-$1.25) |igan and Palms-State. 


—"Love 
(2d wk). 
for first 
(Tuesday). 
follows next Wednesday (22). 


week 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— 
“Wonderful Life’ (RKO) (4th wk). 
fourth 

with 
strong 


Continues slow pace on 


stanza ending Friday (17) 
about $32,000: last week 


Laughs at Andy Hardy” | 

Chalked up fair $18.000 
ending yesterday | 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) 


Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,791: 70-95)— 
“The Jolson Story” (Col) (2d wk). 
Solid $15,000. Last week, $25,000. 


te 


70-95 )—“Notorious” (RKO) 
ind “Vacation in Reno” (RKO) (3d 
| $27,000, 

Downtown 








$41.000 but still below expectatioys. 
Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— 
“Ladies Man” (Par) (1st week). Do- 
ing nicely with fairish $12,000 for 
initial stanza ending Friday (17). 
wat ge Poot and final frame for 
vie’s Tris ose” eak | 
onsen 1 Rose (UA), weak $28,000. 
Golden (769: $1.20-$2.40)—“Henry |. Madison ‘(United Detroit) 
V" (UA) (20th wk). Holding strong | 90-60)—“Gallant Bess” (M-G) and 
afier lush holiday season with hefty | “Suspense” (Mono). Usual $2,400 for 
$10.000 in till for 19th week ended three days. Last week, “Kid from 
Jast Saturday (11) night; 18th Brooklyn” (RKO) and “Swamp Fire” 
sion was strong $13,500. (Par), fair $2,300 for three days. 


(Balaban) (2,683: 
000. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100: 70-95) 
i—"“The Razor's Edge” (20th) (3d 


ses- 


Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 70-$1.10) |_ Michigan ‘United Detroit) (4,049; | 
—‘“Humoresque” (WB) (4th wk), 70-95)—“The Time, the Place, and 
Soaring strongly with fine $38,000 the Girl” «WB) and “Criminal Court” 


for fourth frame ending today (Wed- 


peatsy}. Last week, solid $40,000. 
Talis, ! 


(RKO) (2d wk) 
week, $32,000. 
Palms-State 


Lusty $18.000. Last 


S 


(United Detroit) (2.- 


Palace (RKO) (1,700: 60-$1.29)—! 800: 70-95)—“It's a Wonderful Life” 
“Song of South” (RKO-Disney). «7th (RKO) and “The Story of Kenneth 
wit). Sixth week ending yesterday Randall. M.D.” (Liberty) (2d wk). 


Neat $17,000. 
nine days. 


United Artisis (United Detroit) (,- 


(Tuesdav) looked to be fair $28,000. 


though kids had returned to 
Holds 


Last week, $28,000 for 
school. 


one more session, with “Sin-! 


bad the Sailor” opening next Wed- 973: 70-95)—"“Song of the South” 
ne-day (22). (RKO) and “The Falcon’s Adven- 
"aramount ‘Par) (3.664: 70-$1.20) ture” ‘RKO). Nice $23,000. Last 
“Perfect Marriage” (Par) nlus | week. “The Secret Heart” ‘M-G) and 
siage show headlined by Elliott “Bringing Up Father” (Mono), okay 


Lawrence orch, Olga San Juan, | $24,000 for nine days. 








Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) | 


|wk). Big $16,000. Last week, a lusty | high for 


70- | stu 
95)—"The Jolson Story” (Col) (2d | 


| wk), Good $13,000, Last week, $18,-| Minneapolis, with 


wk). Still a good $20,000. Last week 


(1,908; | 


okay $2,300 in eight days. 


Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Gallant Bess” (M-G). Well-liked 
horse picture suffers from lack of 
cast names. Mild $6,000 looks about 
all. Last week, “Time, Place and 
Girl” (WB) (2d wk), good $8,000 
after fine $17,000 Radio City week. 


Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Child 
of Divorce” (RKO). Mixed opinions 
on this one. Tepid $3,000 gait. Last 
week, “Decoy” (Mono). fair $3,500. 

Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Time, 
Place and Girl” (WB) (m.o.). Third 
downtown stand and week for this 
elaborate musical. Winding up to 
good $5,000. Last week, “Man I 
Love” (WB) (2d wk), light $4,000, 
making good-enough $14,000 for loop 
fortnight. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 50-70)— 
“It's a Wonderful Life’ (RKO) (3d 
wk). Has come through in topnotch 
fashion, with critics and customers 
raving. Another big $13,000 in pros- 
pect after smash $16,000 last week 
and tremendous $20,000 first stanza, 
latter figure iscluding New Year’s 
Eve takings at advanced admission. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000: 50-70)— 
“Blue Skies” (Par) (2d wk). Alltime 

this serfsational boxoffice 


big $15,000 after 
pendous $38,000 first week. new 


alitime bigh for straight film in 
figure, however, 
| including midnight New Year's Eve 
| opening showing at $1.20 for entire 
house and more than $3,000 copped. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“Notorious Gentleman” (U-I). Very 
well-liked picture helped by Rex 
Harrison’s prestige and scarcity of 
newcomer opposition. Climbing to 
good $38,000. Last week, “Return 

















performer. Very 


Monte Cristo” (Col) (2d wk), good | 


$8,000. 

| State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Secret 
Heart” (M-G) (2d wk). Has given 
good account of self. Good~ $11,000 


,In prospect after hefty $14,000 first | 





| 
| 
{ 


share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the estimated 
figures are net income, 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax. 


Falcon, Cole Hot 
$44,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 
King Cole Trio is sparking “Fal- 
con’s Adventure” to one of the hot- 
test grosses in history of Warners’ 





vaudefilmer Earle, and bringing 
house b.o. to top rank in money 
sweepstakes here this sesh. Bow- 


ing in to nice biz is “Secret Heart” 

at Goldman. Most of the other de- 

luxers are featuring holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) = (1,303; 
“Wicked Lady” (U). 
plus $3,000 for Sabbath showing at 
Earle. Last week, “Song of South” 
(RKO) finaled with lukewarm $12,- 
500 for second sesh. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (700; 50-94)— 
“Return of Monte Cristo” (Col) (2d 
wk). Good $6,000. Last week, “Meet 
John Doe” (Indie), mild $4,000 for 
oldies. : 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—‘‘Un- 


dercurrent” (M;G) (3d wk). Fair 
$17,500. Last.week okay $21,500. 
Earle (WB) (2,760; 60-99)—‘Fal- 


con’s Adventure” (RKO) with all- 
sepia stage show headed by King 
Cole Trio; Torrid $44,000. ' Last 
week's gross was great $36,500 for 
second week of Louis Prima’s band, 
plus “Betty Co-Ed” (Col). 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—“Razor’s 
Edge” (20th) (83d wk). Hefty $28,- 
000. Last week, hot $38,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—‘Secret Heart” (M-G). Great $29.- 
000. Last week, “Cross My Heart” 
(Par), fairish $19,000 for fourth 
canto, 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94)— 
“Rage in Heaven” (M-G) (4th wk) 
(reissue). Fairish $8,500. Last week, 
nice $9,800. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,500; 50-94)— 
“Strange Woman” (UA) (2d run) 


(2d wk). So-so $7,500. Last week, 
neat $9,000. ¢ 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,350: 50-94)— 


“Time, Place, Girl” (WB) (3d wk). 
= $18,000. Last week, good $24,- 


Pix (Cummins) (500: $1.95-$2.60)— 
“Henry V” (UA) (3d wk). Holding 
up well with $11,500. Last week, 
capacity biz with $12,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,959; 50-94)—“Blue 
Skies” (Par) (7th wk). Great $21.- 
500. Last week, trim $23,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1.475: 50-94)— 
“Nocturne” (RKO) (3d wk). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, fine $16.500. 


Skies’ 296 Sets Balto 
Record; ‘Heart’ $11,000; 
‘Clouds,’ ‘Jolson’ H.0., OK 


, Baltimore, Jan. 14. 
Big holiday entries are still around 
and faring well enough but news of 














the week here is being made by 
“Blue Skies” reaching out for a 
_house record at the Stanley. Also 
jin nice slot is “Cross .My Heart” at 
| Keith's. Of repeaters, “The Jolson 
Story” is holding mightily at the 
combo Hippodrome. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 20- 
60)—*Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) 
(2d wk), Holding steadily at $17,- 
000 after a bango starter at $26,000. 











Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
'20-75)—“Jolson Story” (Col) (2d 
| wk) plus h.o. of vaude. Maintaining 


mighty pace at $21,000 after coming 


pein a hair-breadth of a house 

record on preem which reach 

$30,000. re 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460: 20- 


60 —“Cross My Heart” (Par), 
fling nice response at $11,000. 


Get- 
Last 
week, second of “Magnificent Doll” 
| (U), held pace at $10,400. 

Mayfair 


(Hicks) (980; 25-55)— 
week. |“Plainsman and Lady” (Rep) (2d 
Uptown (Par) (1,000: 50-55) —|Wk). Dipping a bit below house 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par), |average of opening week: $3,500 
|First neighborhood showing. Big | after $4,700. 
$5,000 indicated. Last week, “Rage |New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
in Heaven” (M-G) (reissue), satis- | “Razor's Edge” (20th) (3d wk). Go- 
| factory $3.500. 


World ‘(Par-Steffes) (350: 50-99)— 
| “Return Monte Cristo” (Col) (m.o.). 
Third week downtown for this one. 


Moderate $2,000 in prospect. Last 
week. “King’s Row” (WB) (reissue) 
im.o.)., good $3,000, 


making fine 
| $10,000 for loop fortnight. 


ing strong at $13,000 after fine sec- 
ond round to $15,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3.280: 25-75)— 
“Blue Skies” (Par). Reaching all- 
time house high with $29,006. Last 
week, second week of “Time, Place, 
tow (WB) was okay in h.o. at $13,- 
\é a 


wall, 


50-94 )—- | 
Okay $18,000 


Chicago, Jan, 14. 
ough biz continues to hold up 
the honeymoon seems to be 
over for the top grossing holdovers 
which dominate the Loop scene. The 
lush opening week crowds are gone 
and signs of wear are starting to 
show at the b.o.’s, Daytime b.o.'s seem 
to be doing o.k. 

Three new pix this week are 
topped by “Strange Woman” bowing 
at Oriental with Milt Herth Trio o¥ 
stage for swell $62,000. 

“Time, Place, Girl,” at Roosevelt, 
isn’t too much to shout about with 
an estimated $20,000 in initial frame, 
ditto for Rialto’s “Yank in London” 
plus “Wanted for Murder” with $15,- 
000. “Temptation,” teamed with “Joe 
Palooka” at Palace, bows with around 
$18,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 65-95 )—‘Jo}. 
son Story” (Col) (3d wk). Holding 
up particularly well with sweet $25,- 
000. Last week, $32,000. 


} 
| 











Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 65-95)— 
“Blue Skies” (Par) plus Burl Ives 
heading stage layout (3d wk). Fine 
$55,000. Last week, $60,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 65-95) Re- 
iturn of Monte Cristo” (Col) (3d wk), 


\Fairish $15,000, Last week, $18,000 


| Grand (RKO) (1,500; 65-95)— 
i“Wonderful Life’ (RKO) Worth 
lkeeping with brisk $20,000. Last 
week, $25,000. 

| Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 65-95) 
~-“Strange Woman” (UA) and Milt 


|Herth Trio on stage, opened Thurs- 
iday (9). Looks like lush $62,000. Last 
lweek, “Show-Off” (M-G) with Kath- 
lryn Grayson-Johnny Johnston stage 
llayout, good $45,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 65-95)— 
\“Temptation” (U) plus “Gentleman 
| Joe Palooka” (Mono). Opened Sat- 
urday (10) and looks for modest $18,- 
1000. Last week, “Song of South” 
(RKO) and “Falcon’s Adventure” 
(RKO), so-so $17,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 65-95)—""Yank 

in London” (20th) plus “Wanted for 
Murder” (20th). Opened Tuesday 
(7).. Light $15,000 or better in first 
sesh. Last week, “Rage in Heaven” 
(M-G) (reissue), slim $17,000. 
* Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 65-95)— 
“Time, Place, Girl” (WB). Opened 
Wednesday (8). Estimated small $20.- 
000. Last week, “Never Say Good- 
bye,” thin $14,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 65-95)— 
“Razor's Edge” (20th) (3d wk). Sock 





$45,000. Last week, $52,000. 

Unitede Artists (B&K) (1,700; 65- 
95)—“Undercurrent” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Smart $25,000. Last week, $30,000 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 65-95) 
“Best Years of Lives’ (RKO) ‘4th 
wk), Continues standout biz for boff 
$47,000 with late grinds. Last week, 
$50,000. 


Holdover Week for K.C.; 
b ‘ PS 
‘Clouds’ 206, ‘Skies’ 136 
Kansas City, Jan. 14. 
Town has a bevy of holdovers, all 
doing well. Surprise is “It's a Won- 
| derful Life” at the Orpheum which 
| didn’t look to hold for even a second 
|week. It pulled up strong and the 
leurrent (third) week will tie or pass 
the second. “Till the Clouds Roll 
By” will play a long second week of 
nine days in the Midland, also an 
unusual procedure, “Blue Skies” 
‘winds up third week today in the 
| Newman, but is cinch for a fourth 
 wadle “Razor’s Edge” likewise show- 
| ing staying power in the Esquire- 
| Uptown-Fairway combo, and playing 
;out an eight-day third week. 
Estimates for This Week 








| Esquire - Uptown- Fairway ‘Fox 
| Midwest) (820, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
\“Razor’s Edge” (20th) (3d wk). 


Plays through Wednesday, an eight- 
day week bringing house b 
| regular -Thursday Spenings. Smash 
$13,000. Last week (2d wk) film did 
| socko $20,000. 7 
Midland (Loew's) (3.500; 45-69)— 
“Till the Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (24 
wk), plays through Wednesday 
| bringing house to Thursday open 
‘ings. Splendid $20,000 for nine days. 
| Last week (2d wk) film did nifty 
| $24,000 despite bad weather. 
| Newman (Paramount) (1.900; 45- 
'65)—“Blue Skies” (Par) (3d wk), 
| nice $13,000 and will go fourth week, 
Last week (2d wk) film hit solid 


$17,000. 
(RKO) 


ack to 


Orpheum 


(1,900; 45-65)— 
\“It’s a Wonderful Life’ (RKO) ‘34 
'wk). Unexpected holdover, but 
jseems to have caught on and may 


do $11,000, passing previous (2d wk) 
| $10,000. Fourth week possible. | ) 
| Tower (Fox Joffee) (2.100; 45-65 


|_“TLandrush” (Col) and “Lone Stat 


| Moonlight” (Col) with Major Bowes 
‘Grads on stage. $10,500, good. Last 
}week, “Gentleman Joe Palooka 
|«Mono) and “Rolling Home” (SG) 
| with vaude, so-so $8,000. - 
| Kimo (Dickinson) (533; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Menry V” (UA). Rang uP 
$6.000 gross in first week despite 


resistance to price scale, double fo? 
any film ever in town, 


atl 
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: ; wai THIS MAIN TITLE IS WINNING TOP 
n ; 
r 7 _N ‘ F 
. ee a MOTION PICTURE HONORS FOR 1946! 
; ; = 
). 
ne 
= N. Y. Times’ “Ten Best Pictures of the Year”’ hails ‘starRwAY TO HEAVEN,” 
7 ‘HENRY V’ and “BRIEF ENCOUNTER’ among the 1946 winners with Bosley 
K ), . . ° 
Crowther awarding ‘STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN,’ “the highest recommendation 
ie of any film of the year!” 
+i 3 : r4 
rt ol teen ; : . 
age The National Board of Review of Motion Pictures announces its choice of 
nan “HENRY V’ as the best film of 1946—and rates ‘BRIEF ENCOUNTER’ high 
Sal- + 
th" on its list of the year’s ten best films! 
al k 
dacs — r++ = 
first 4 
:)— The N. Y. Critics Circle honors Laurence Olivier as “the year’s best male 
ned ° : ‘ : 
320. performer” for his role in “HENRY v’; and Celia Johnson as the “best 
5) female performer” for ‘BRIEF ENCOUNTER’! 
Soc 
65- 
wk), —» 
0 | 
\ath 
bof 
veek, a e ‘ A e.e 
Film Daily poll of motion picture critics selects ‘HENRY V’ as one of the 
F | ten best pictures of the year! 
2 Hillis. Bey. —s ) 
hig . = = === 
Won- 
_— Time Magazine lauds ‘HENRY V’ and “BRIEF ENCOUNTER’ in its choice of 
econ 
foe : 1946’s top motion pictures! The N. Y. Newspaper Guild awards Laurence 
By: | * elias Olivier the crown for the best motion picture performance of 1946 in 
so an 9 
Skies” J ‘HENRY V’! 
in the CAPR LN RNY OE nas, 2 ae aD ; 
fourth 
showe- , 
reel Rose Pelswick, N. Y. Journal-American, picks “HENRY V’ and ‘BRIEF 
= ENCOUNTER’ in her list of the year’s ten top films! Archer Winsten, 
(Fox 7 
mo | overs N. Y. Post, hails ‘sTaiRWAY TO HEAVEN, “BRIEF ENCOUNTER, ‘HENRY V’ 
eignte OPO >. / - ’ . 5 
ack to my) and ‘DEAD OF NIGHT,’ four out of ten in his choice of 1946's best ten! 
‘im did s i 
re ...and still more to come! 
) (2d 
nesday ’ : . , 
open- : : ; : 
je days $3 : Z i 
nifty 4 z 
Jag NO OTHER PRODUCING ORGANIZATION IN THE INDUSTRY 
a ‘wk) ‘ , ,, 
bold CAN CLAIM SUCH UNANIMOUS RECOGNITION! 
45-65 )— : 
(oO) 13d 
py, but 
nd may 
(2d wk) 
45-65) 
yne St ar 
r Bowes 
xi, Las st 
Palooka 
e” (SG) 
- $1.20- 
Rang uP 
despité 
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‘Wicked Lady, New, Good 47156 in 5; 
Duel Leads H.0.’s With 46456 in 3 's:."t8tess 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. * 


With only one new bill, firstruns , 
aren't shooting for skyhigh grosses | 
the current week, although hold- | 
overs generally are giving good ac- 
count of themselves. Newcomer 1s 
“Wicked Lady” in five situations and | 
looks like good $47,500. “Duel” is | 
leading roadshows with possible $46,- | 
500 in thrée houses, playing second | 
frame in two of spots and opened 
(10) in third. 

“Best Years of Our Lives” 
steady at $16,000 in one 
third week. “Yearling” still forte 
at $15,000 on third frame. Third 
frame, too, for “Razor’s Bdge” at 
four spots, with solid $58,500. “Won- 
derful Life” holding up well to $41,- 
000 or near for third week, two| 
houses. Fourth week “Blue Solas. | 





is very 
house on 


two houses, good $39,000 and holds. 
Third and final week “Humoresque,” | 
three spots, neat $37,000. “Strange | 
Woman,” fourth four spots, 
nice $23,500 

Estimates fer This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)— 
“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Scant $2,500. Last week, 
faint $4,400. 

Beverly (FWC) (1,270; $1-$1.80)— 
“Best Years Our Lives” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Very steady $16,000. Last 
week, fine $16,300. 


Beverly Hills Music Hall (Blumen- | 


week, 


feld-G&S) (824; 65-$1)—‘“Strange 
Woman” (UA) (4th wk). Good} 
$4.000. Last week, nifty $5,100. 


Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518: $1- | 
$1.80)—“Yearling” (M-G) (3d wk). | 
Forte $15,000. Last week, hefty | 
$18.600. - 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: 
50-$1)—“Razor’s Edge” (20th) (3d 
wk). Nifty $15,000. Last week, hefty 
$21,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 50-$1)— 
“Humoresque” (WB) (3d wk). Neat 
$14,000. Last week, good $21,200. 

Dewntown Music Hall (Blumen- | 
feld) (872; 55-$1)—“Strange Woman” | 
(UA) (4th wk). Near $11,000, Last 
week, good $12,300. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538: $1.20- 
$2.40)—"Duel in Sun” (SRO) (2d 
wk). Solid $23,000. Last week, boff 
$29 200. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 50-$1)—“Ver- * 
dict” (WB) and “Genius at Work” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Faint $2,500. ‘Last 
week. light $4.800. 

Fairfax (FWC) (1,504; $1.20-$1.80) 
—“Duel in Sun” (SRO). Opened as 
roadshow house (10) after subse- 
quent runs. Bright $15,000. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)—- 
“Verdict” (WB) and “Genius at 
Work” (RKO) (2d wk). Fair $3,000. 
Last week, light $4,600, 

Guild (FWC) (968: 50-$1)— 

Okay $6,000. 


“Wicked Lady” (UI). 
“Temptation” (U) (2d 


Last week, 
wk), faint $3,600. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956: 
50-$1)—*‘Strange Woman” (UA) (4th 
wk). Near $4,500. Last week, good 
$5.300. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— 
“Humoresque” (WB) (3d wk). Neat 
$12,000. Last week, nifty $19,400. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 50-85)—“Strange Woman” 


(UA) (4th wk). $4,000. Last week 
nice $5,100. F 


Iris (FWC) (828: 50-85)—“Wicked | 
Good $7,500. Last | 


Lady” (UI). 

week, “Temptation” (U) ( 

dull $4,600. aids 
Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404: 50- 

$1 i—“Razor’s Edge” (20th) (3d wk). 

ae $25,000. Last week, stout $33, 

‘ ° 


Les Angeles (D'town-WC) (2.097: 
50-$1)—“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” 
(M-G) (3d wk). Only $11,000. Last 
week, poor $15,400. 

a Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 50-$1)— 

Razor's Edge” (20th) ‘3d wk). 
gai $8,500. Last week, sharp $12,- 


Millicn Dollar (D'town) (2,420: 55- 
85 )—“‘Shadowed” (Col) with Carmen 
Cavallaro orch on stage. Good $21.- 
000. Last week, “Beauty and Bandit” 
(Mono) with Tito Guizar on stage, 
fine $21,100. 

Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2,210: 50- 
$1)—"“Verdict” (WB) and “Genius at 
Work” (RKO) (2d wk). Okay $10,- 
000. Last week, good $19,400. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)— 
“Wonderful Life’ (RKO) (3d wk). | 
Pleasing $22,000. Last week, fine | 


$28,400. . 
Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 50-$1)— 
“Blue Skies” (Par) (4th wk) and 
“Last Crooked Mile” (Rep). Sturdy. 
$22,000. Last week, bright $26,600. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451: 50-$1)—“Blue Skies” (Par) (4th 
wk). Hefty $17,000. Last week, stout 
$18,300. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 50- 
806)—“Wonderful Life’ (RKO) (3d 
wk). Good $19,000. Last week, held 
up to smart $24,400. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50-$1)—“Wicked 
Lady” (UI). Neat $10,000. Last week, 
“Temptation” (U) (2d wk), 
$6.800. 

Studio City 


slight 


(FWC) (880; 50-$1)- 
“Wicked Lady” (UI). Okay $6,000. 
Last week, “Temptation” (U) (2d 
wk). only $4.300. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100: 50- 
$1)—“Wicked Lady” (UI). 








| 


| days. 


‘Heart’ Throbbing 116 


Omaha, Jan. 15. 








Broadway Grosses 


Burst of springlike weather gave 
all houses fair openings over week- 
‘end. “The Jolson Story” set for 
| holdover at Brandeis, “Time, Place, 
in moveover at 
Omaha. “Blue Skies” in second week 
at Orpheum doing plenty good. 


Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“The Jolson Story” (Col), good $9,- 
000 and holdover. Last week, “Song 
of South” (RKO) and “Falcon’s Ad- 
venture” (RKQ) (2nd wk), very big 
$7,400. 





Estimated Total Grass 
This week ae ee $696,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
eR eee ae $781,000 


(Based on 17 theatres) 











Mirror’ OK 26146, | 
Cristo’ 166, Cleve. 


Cleveland, Jan. 14. 

Majority of Main Stem stands are | 
shooting their way out of the rough, 
surpassing last January's figures. | 
Toppers are “Dark Mirror,” “Till | 
Clouds Roll By” and “Razor's Edge.” } 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)—‘Ra- | 
zor’s Edge” (20th) (3d wk). Bright 
$19,000, following excellent $28,000 
for last week. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70)— 
“Time. Place and Girl’ (WB) (m.c.). 
Swinging into tuneful $3,500 and h.o. 
Last week, “Westerner” (reissue) 
(m.o.), phenomenal $4,400. | 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— | 
“Dark Mirror” (WB). Strong $26,500. 
Last week, “Time, Place and Girl’ 
(WB) (2d wk), nice $17,000. 

Lower Mall (Greenberger) (524; | 
$1.25-$2.50)—“Henry V” (Theatre 
Guild). Spurting on third week, $9,- | 
000, with same for last week and | 
$12,000 for first stanza. 

Ohio ‘Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70)— | 
“Show-Off” (M-G). Smart $7,500 on | 
third downtown week. “Two Smart 
People” (M-G) good $11,900 for eed 
days. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-70)—“Re- 
turn of Monte Cristo” (U). Very of- | 
fish $16,000. Last week, “Song of | 
South” (RKO) (2d wie), satisfactory | 
$18,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-70)—Till 
Clouds Roll By” ‘(M-G). Second 








stanza hot at $18,500, on heels of ter- 


rific $41,000 for nine days. 

Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-70)— 
“Scandal in Paris” (UA). Pleasing 
$10,000. Last week, “Show-Off” (M- 


\G) (mo.), excellent $15,000 for nine | 88)—“Inner Circle” 





Frisco Biz Off in Cold - 
Wave Slump; ‘South’ 306; 
‘Guy’ 206; Life, Stage 306 

San Francisco, Jan. 14. 
Pix biz is off in slump with the 
cold wave blamed as well as the post 
|New Year's dip. 
Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60-95) 
|—Wonderful Life’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
plus vaude headed by Merry Macs 


and Herb Shriner. Strong $30,000. 
Last week, a strong $46,000. 
Fox ‘(FWC) (4,651; 55-95)—"“Song 


of the South” (RKO). Healthy $30,- 
1000. Last week, “Time, Place and 
Girl” (WB). Neat $35,000. 

| Warfield (FWC) (2.656; 55-85)— 
| ““Razor’s Edge” (20th) (3d wk). Okay 
| $18,500. Last week, fine $32,000. 

| Paramount (FWC) (2.646; 55-85)— 
i “Secret Heart” (M-G) (2d wk). Fair 
$13,000. Last week, good $25,000. 

| State (FWC) (2,133: 55-85)—“Time, 
{Place and Girl” (WB) (2d wk). 
|Weak $9,500. Last week, “Captain 
|Fury” (UA). Tepid $10,500. 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448: 55- 
| 85)—“Swell Guy” (U). $20,000. Last 
|week, “Return of Monte Cristo” 
1} (Col) (2d wk). $14.500. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1.207: 
55-85 )—"“Strange Woman” (UA) (3d 
|wk).s Nice $11,000. Last week, very 
good $14,000. 


| $2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (16th wk). 





|—__“Blue Skies” 


| “Killers” 


Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350: $1.80- | 


Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 


| 65) —“Secret Heart” (M-G), $11,000. 
| Last 


week, Girl” 
(WB), $13,000. ; 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 
(Par), $15,000, very 
week, First week, 


“Time, Place, 


big for second 
terrific $23,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— 
“Time, Place, Girl” (WB) (m.o.) 
and “Mysterious Mr. Valentine 
(Rep) (ist run), good $10,500. Last 
week, “Razor’s Edge” (20th) (m.0.), 
fine $11,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 15-50) — 
(U) and “If I'm Lucky” 
(20th). Estimated $4,000. Last week, 


Nocturne, Duke 346; Clouds 306 (2d 





Key City Grosses. 


Estimated Notal Gress 
This Week .......... 3,387,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 710 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Weah ....cces sens $3,186,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 182 theatres) 


‘Humoresque 286, 
Clouds’ 21G, St. L. 


St. Louis, Jan. 14, | 
“Humoresque” is destined to grab 











“Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) and 
“Boys Ranch” (M-G), fair $3,600. 





Doll Neat 176, 
| ‘Guys 7146, Prov. 


Providence, Jan. 14. 


Sock biz is the general rule around 
here with most stands milling hold- 
overs. Majestic’s third sesh of 
“Razor’s Edge” is hot. “Blue Skies” 
sailed into third week Monday. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) = (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Magnificent Doll” (U) and “Dead 
of Night” (U). Very nice $17,000. 
Opening Wednesday (14) with 
“Temptation” (IP). Last week, 


| “Song of South” (RKO) and “Fal- 


con’s Adventure” 
good $12,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
—Margie” (20th) (3d downtown 
wk). Very nice $5,000 after hitting 
snappy $6,500 in second sesh. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 
Guys From -Milwaukee” (WB) (re- 


(RKO) (2d wk), 


issue) and vaude on stage. Healthy 
$7,500. Last week, “Home in Okla- 
homa” (Rep) and vaude, snappy 
$8,000. 

| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Razor's Edge” (20th) (3d wk). 
|}Heavy drawing power for great 
| $15,000. Second week caught socko 
| $20,000. 

| Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 65- 


and eight acts of 
* yude on stage. 
run was fair $3,200. Last week, 
“Below Deadline” (Mono) and eight 
acts of vaude caught fairly good 
| $5,500 in three-day weekend stand. 
| State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
|“Secret Heart” (M-G) and “Boston 
Blackie and the Law” (¢M-G). 
,Opened Tuesday (14). Last week, 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (2d 
|wk) rolled up wham $20,000, only 
$5,000 off first week's take. 

| S§trand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
|—“Blue Skies” (Par) (3d wk). Fly- 
,ing high for $12,000. Second heavy 
| week was great $20,000. 


Washington Holds Up: 
| Beauty’ 306; ‘Razor’ 306 


Washington, Jan. 14. 
| Post-holiday biz holding up sur- 
prisingly well, with everything, in- 
cluding holdovers, showing fine re- 
,turns. Two big Loew houses really 
jhot, with Stan Kenton’s orch on 
| stage packing them in at Capitol, 
despite volley of critical brickbats 
{thrown at “Black Beauty.” and 
cored queues outside Palace to see 
“Razor’s Edge.” 
Estimates for This Week 

| Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 44-80)— 
|“Black Beauty” (20th) with Stan 
Kenton’s orch on stage. Accounted 
|for husky $30,000. Last week, “My 
Darling Clementine” (20th) -with 
vaude, great $39,000 for nine-day 
stretch. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,263: 44-70)— 
\“My Darling Clementine” (20th) 
(m.o.). Smart $10,000. Last week, 
| “Show-Off” (M-G) (m.o.), nice $13,- 








Two-day weekend | 


top coin in a session that finds biz 
off despite a break in .the weather. 
“Till the Clouds Roll By,” a h.o., is 
still strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—*Humoresque” ( ), $28,000. ast 
week, “Time, Place and Girl” (WB) 
(2d wk), $17,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—‘“Sus- 
pense” (Mono) and “Decoy” (Mono). 
$16,000, Last week, “Plainsman and 
the Lady” (Rep) and “Home in Okla- 
homa” (Rep). $18,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)—“Till 
the Clouds Roll By” (M-G). H.o. 
$21,000 after whammo $32,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Razor’s Edge” (20th) (4th wk). $12,- 





000; good. Last week, (third) did 
$18,500. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2.000; 50-75)— 


“Captain Caution” (SG) and “Cap- 
tain Fury” (SG) (reissues). $11,000. 
Last week, “The Show-Off” (M-G) 
and “Secrets of the Whistler” (Col). 
| H.o. $9,000. 

St. Louls (F&M) (4,000; 506-60)— 
“Time, Place, Girl’ (WB). Mo. $8,- 
000. Last week, “Blue Skies” (Par). 
M.o. (3d wk). $9,000. 








44-65 )—“Two | 


‘Heart,’ ‘Lady’ 156, Buff.; 
‘Clouds’ 1736, 2d Week 


Buffalo, Jan. 14. 

With “Till the Clouds Roll By” at 
ithe Great Lakes snaring a stout $17,- 
500 in its second week, biz is hold- 
ing up fairly well at other spots. “It’s 
a Wonderful Life” looks okay at the 
|20th Century with $12,000 after a 
strong $15,000 for the teeoff. 


’ Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Cross My Heart” (Par) and “Miss- 
ing Lady” (Mono). Okay $15,000. 
Last week, “Undercurrent” (M-G), 
fine $24,000 in nine days. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 40-70) 
—‘Till the Clouds Roll By” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Stout $17,500. Last week's 
opening stanza garnered sock $29,500. 

Hipp ‘Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—*“Un- 
dercurrent” (M-G) (m.o.). Fair $8.- 
000. Last week, “Rage in Heaven” 
(M-G) (reissue). Good $10,000 in 


nine days. 
(1,400: 40-70)—‘Two 





Teck (Shea) 
Smart People’ (M-G) and “Danger- 
;}ous Money” (Mono). Around $5,500. 
|Last week, “Never Say Goodbye” 
(WB) and “Wife Wanted” (Mono), 
| $4,000. 
| Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 40-70)— 
'“Scandal in Paris” (UA) and “Little 
Miss Big” (U). Sighting $11,500. 


Last week, “Magnificent Doll” (U) 
and “Mysterious Intruder” (Col), 
$13,500. 


| 20th Century (20th Cent., Inc.) (3.- 
\000; 40-70)—“It’s a Wonderful Life” 
| (RKO) (2d wk). Good $12,000. Last 
|W eek’s opener reaped strong $15,000. 


‘Mast’ Neat 146, Mont’! 


Montreal, Jan. 14. 
| “Blue Skies” at Loew’s in third 
,; week only h.o. Biz looks sturdy 
| enough but not yet reaching the pre- 
holiday figures. 








Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 35-63)—“Two 


Boston, Jan. 14. 

Decided improvement registered 
here since holidays with “Till the 
Clouds Roll By” sparking a grand 
take at the State and Orpheum, 
Film's been on top for fortnight, 
“Best Years” remains an okay 
roadshow at the Esquire; Duke E)- 
lington is hypoing second week of 
“Nocturne” at the RKO, and Met and 
Memorial are okay. Looking good 
for a change around here. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
“Nocturne” (RKO) plus Duke El!ing- 
ton band show on stage. Jumped to a 
big $34,000 after doing a good $30,000 
last week with Prof. Lamberti, Sy- 
bil Bowan and others on stage last 
week. 

Esquire (M-P) (1,200; $1.80)—* Best 
Years” (RKO). Third week at §11,- 
500, a dip from last week. Can hold 
out until it drops to about $6,000, 
plenty weeks hence. 

Exeter (1,000; 40-74)—“I Know 
Where I’m Going” (U-I) and “Cock. 
eyed Miracle” (M-G). This Back Bay 
nabe house going in for firstrun Brit- 
ish pix now and wowing. Current 
bill in third week with huge estimated 
$8.00 after better than $10,000, last 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)——"“My 
Darling Clementine” (20th) and 
“Personality Kid” (Col). M.o. from 
Met and very nice $11,000. Last 
week, “Deception” (WB) and “Dan- 
gerous Millions” (20th). $10,000. 

Majestic (Indie) (1,200; 40-80)— 
“Bachelor’s Daughter” (UA) and 
“Don Ricardo Returns’ (PRC). Nice 
$7,000. Last week, “Johnny in the 
Clouds” (Indie) and “Devil's Play- 
ground” (Indie), $5,500. 

Memorial (RKO) (29): 40-80)— 
“Magnificent Doll” (U) and “Little 
Miss Big” (U). Sizeable $24.000. a 
little less than expected, but all right. 
Last week, “Song of South” (RKO) 
and “Dark Horse” (U), third week 
(eight days), $20,000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
—"Time, Place, Girl” (WB) and “The 


Trap” (Indie). Reasonably strong 
bill cetching an okay $29,000. Last 
week. “Darling Clementine” (20th) 


and “Personality Kid” (Col), $26,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Clouds Roll By” (M-G). Best in 
town with strong $30,000 on second 
week after huge $35,900, firsv. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Darling Clementine” (20th) and 
“Personality Kid” (Col). M.o. from 
| Met: sweet $17,000. st week. “De- 
ception” (WB) and “Dangercus Mil- 
lions” (29th), $15,000. 

State (Loew ) (3,200; 40-80)— 
“Clouds Roll By” (M-G). Biggest 
here in months with great $22,000 
on second week after $25,000 first. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 40-80 )— 
“Notorious Gentleman” ‘U) and 
“Don't Gamble Strangers” (Mono). 
Third week $5,000 after $6,200 second. 


Pitt on Holdover Basis 
With ‘Skies’ 25G, ‘Razor’ 
23G Soaring in 2d Wks. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 

Town's practically on a holdover 
basis, with holiday attractions run- 
ning into extra weeks, and biggest 
of them all are the two pix that were 
also smashes on the getaway session, 
“Blue Skies” at the Penn, and “Ra- 
zor’s Edge” at Harris, Only new film, 
‘and a last-minute entry, is “Her Sis- 
ter’s Secret” at Warner and doing 
lonly fair. “My Darling Clementine” 
getting enough at Fulton to rate a 
third week, and reissue of. “Suspi- 
cion,” on a twin bill with “Genius 
at Work,” doing all right at the Sen- 
ator. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fuiiton (Shea) (1,700; 40-70)—“‘My 
Darling Clementine” (20th) (2d wk). 
Holding up nicely and should do bet- 
ter than $11,000, which is more than 
enough to rate it another h.o. Last 


week, “Clemertine” got around $17,- 
000, excellent. 


| Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-70)— 
|Razor’s Edge” (20th) (2d wk). Sen- 
|sational biz this one’s doing else- 
|}where being duplicated here and 
should not have any trouble hanging 
up month’s run. Banging away for 
sock $23,000. Last week, including 




















v midnight shows and e two days 
|Good $6,500. Last week, capacity b- for nine days. |Years Before Mast” (Par),  Boff  eidhets ran laadianbemne at sister- 
$7,500. | Earle (WB) (2.154; 44-85)—“Time, | $14,000. Last week, “Big Sleep” | house, the Senator, “Edge” stacked 
| Place, Girl” (WB) (2d wk). Fine | (WB) okay $12,000 for repeat session. | away sensational $33,500 , 
—-~ | $20,000. Last week, sock $29.000 for| Imperial (CT) (1.850; 30-50)— > » 
$18,000. Last week. “T, a: | nine days. \“Thrill of Brazil” (Col) and “Boston sear eg s-UA) (3,300: af a 
$18,000. Last week, “Temptation” | Keith's (RKO) (1.838; 44-80)—/| Blackie and the Law” (Col). Good |, Blue Skies” (Par) (2d wk). Play- 
)(U) and “Slightly Seandalous” (U)|«song of South” (RKO) (3d wk). | $5,000. Last week, “Stella Dallas” ing # beautiful tune at the boxoffice. 
| (2d wk), fair $11,300. | Still terrific $20,000. Last week,|(Goldwyn) and “Down Missouri | Will run over $25,000 on the h.o., and 
o Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 50-$1)— | emash $25,000. |Way” (PRC), okay $4,500. that’s terrific. Last week was even 
(“Razor's Edge” (20th) (3d wk).| Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40)—| Leew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—“Blue |™ore so, “Skies” just missing phe- 
Smooth $10,000, Last week, stout “Henry V" (UA) (10th wk). Slightly | Skies” (Par). Okay $13,000 for third |"omenal $40,000. 
$15.200. wie cae under capacity, but good $6,300. Last | stanza after hefty $14,500 for second Ritz (WB) (800; 40-70)—"“Man . 
Vogue (FWC) (885: $1.20-$1.80)— | week. usual capacity $6,500. | session, Love” (WB) (m.o.). Shifted here for 
“Duel in Sun (SRO) (2d wk).| Metropolitan (WB) (1.513: 44-70)— | Palace (CT) (2.300; 35-63)—‘Cloak third week, following stays at Star- 
Dipped to $8,500. Last week, cloéked | “Mr. District Attorney” (Col). Nice |and Dagger’ (WB). Fairish $12,500. |!ey and Warner, and dying a dogs 
large $14,400. $13,000 for nine-day run. Last week, | Last week, “Margie” (20th) $11,500 |death. Won’t do $1,500, probably 
Wilshire ‘FWC) (2,296: 50-$1)— “End of Time” (RKO) (m.o.), okay | for second week | poorest. small-seater has done in & 
| “Love Laughs Andy Hardy” ‘(M-G) | $8000 Princess (CT) (2,300: 35-53)—“If | year. Last week, “The Show-Of! 
(3d wk). Faint $6,500. Last week Palace (Loew) (2,370; 44-70)— I'm Lucky” (20th) and “Child of |(M-G), also on m.o., did okay at $4.- 
| light $6.700. : “Razor's Edge” (20th). Sizzling $30,- | Divorce” (RKO). Okay $7.800. Last ; 500. 
Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 50-$1 )- Hu- 000. Last week, “Till Clouds Roll | week, “Two Smart People” (M-G)| Semater (Harris) (1,750: 40-70) 
pmoresque” (WB) (3d wk). Good! By” (M-G) (2d wk), terrif $30,000 and “Step by Step” (RKO), fairish |“Suspicion” (RKO) and “Genius #6! 
Stout | $11,000. Last week, excellent $19,000. for nine days, $7,300. | 


(Continued on page 25) 
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Lotsa Moola for London's Legit 
Looks Like Lift in Public Taste 


By HERBERT SMITH ¢ 


(Managing Director, Keith Prowse & 
Co., biggest ticket agent in London.) 


London, Jan. 10. 

All possible boxoffice records in 
the annals of show business in Great 
Britain were broken in 1945. But 
1946 reveals an even bigger record 
by at least 10%. 

The reason for this phenomenal 
situation? The answer’ may partly 
be coming of peace and demobili- 
zation, but actually it goes somewhat © 
deeper. There seems to be no doubt | 
that during and since the war a new 
and very large public, both theatre- 


going and music-loving, has come to 
stay. Several productions, which at 
this time last year had already had a 
long run, are still playing to capacity. 

First and foremost, Ivor Novello’s 
“Perchance to Dream;”’ also “Lady 
Windermere’s Fan,” “Is Your Honey- 
moon Really Necessary” and Cicely 
Courtneidge still starring in “Under | 
the Counter.” 

As far as new productions are 
concerned, perhaps the outstanding 
one is “Sweetest and Lowest,” Jack 
Pemberton’s revue at the Ambassa- 
dors, which has been ruiming for 
many months and is stili essential to 
book two or three weeks ahead to 
obtain a seat. And just to mention a 
few of the other outstanding suc- 
cesses—Charles B. Cochran’s “Big 
Ben:” “The Guinea Pig;”’ “The Win- 
slow Boy;” “Song of Norway;” “Fol- 
low the Girls;’ “Clutterbuck” and 
“Piccadilly Hayride.” 

The failures, or comparative fail- | 
ures, could be numbered on the, 
fingers of one hand. 

The year has been noteworthy for | 
the opening of Covent Garden. | 
Packed houses have. been the rule | 
for the Sadler’s Wells Ballet, and 
for the first time in years we have 
had grand opera (the San Carlo | 
Opera Co., with a few special ap- | 
pearances of Beniamino Gigli). And | 
the Old Vie Co. has scored heavily | 
with “King Lear” and “Cyrano de | 
Bergerac.” 

An important production is Noel | 
Coward’s new “Pacific 1860.” The | 
reopening of the Theatre Royal, | 
Drury Lane, which has been closed 
since September, 19398, is also an out- 
standing event, evidenced by the fact 
that the seats have been applied for 
10 times over. 

The U. S. Invasion 

With the new year an invasion by 
American plays is taking place. 
“Red Mill,” being produced by 
Emile Littler, and Jack Hylton’s 
“The Gypsy Lady” are two. Also, 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” “Oklahoma!,” 
“Voice of the Turtle,” “Deep Are the 
Roots,’ “Harvey” and “Life With 
Father,” which Firth Shephard hopes 
to produce in March, are here or due 
soon. 

The Christmas season was partic- 
ularly interesting, as, in addition to 
“Mother Goose,” “Peter Pan,” etc., 
there was the revival of Bertram 
Mills Circus at Olympia, a big hit as 
it was eight years since there was a 
circus in London. Of course, in that 
time a new generation of children 
arose which never saw a circus 

Taking a view of the prospects for 
1947, it appears that ihe theatre is 
well set for a very prosperous 12 
months. In addition to the reasons 
above, going to the theatre provides 
a channel for spending while there 
is still so littie goods to be bought. 


Mex Pix Unionists Sound 
Off Vs. Upped B.O. Prices 


Mexico City, Jan. 5. 

Unionized film workers, mostly 
members of National Cinemato- 
graphic Industry Workers Union 
(STIC), have gone on record as 
being opposed to any hikes in 
theatre ticket prices. 

Declaring that films are by far 
Mexico’s most popular form of 
public diversion, unionists demand 
that municipal and federal govern- 
ments call a halt to “the unbraked 





| mutilating cuts due to the 





Ask English Quota Rise 


London, Jan. 14. 


High B.0. Prices ‘Upset 
Workers’ Homes’; Probe 


| Set by Argentine Solons 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 5. 
Argentine exhibs are worried over 
a bill introduced in 
cently by Senator Gomez del Junco 
calling for a reduction in the price 


Sir Henry French, director gen- | of admission scales in Argentine 
eral of British Film Producers Assn., | theatres on the plea that “many a 
told the press today (14) that his worker’s home faces insecurity be- 
assn. intends to approach the Board , cause the labor classes can no tonger 
of Trade with proposal that present , get entertainment or instruction 
English film quota which expires , through the movies, due to the high 
April, 1948, should be raised from admission scales ruling. The Sen- 
17 to 23° ator stated that films are “a cultural 

Assn. will also ask that exhibs’ form of entertainment to which all 
quota be abolished. workers are entitled to have thei 

nare. 

The assn. is also demanding that 


the Government de-Americanize the 
Associated British Picture 
now partly owned by Warner Bros. 


| French, when questioned, refused to 
| divulge the de-Americanization pro- | 


cedure. 


Argentine Meg Offers To 
Pagnol; ‘Baker’s Wife’ In 
New B. A. Lease on Life 


Buenos Aires, Jan. 2. 
Marcel Pagnol, who directed the 
French picture, “The Baker’s Wife,” 
is dickering with two of Argentina’s 





|major studios to direct Argentine 
pix. San Miguel Studios and Argen- 


tina Sono Film are competing for 
the French megger’s services, with 
Jaime Prades, Argentine film mogul, 
acting as go-between. 

“The Baker’s Wife” had the long- 
est run of any film in Argentine 
history. Recently new copies of the 
picture were received from France 
and it is again being exhibited in 
nabe theatres, although subject to 
severe 
moralistic censorship imposed by en- 


tertainment czar Alfredo Bolognese. | 


For some time there has been a 
move on foot’ to produce “The 
Baker’s Wife” as a stage play, with 
Luis Sandrini anxious to get the pro- 
duction rights. It is thought now 
that Pagnol will direct the stage pro- 
duction, if a theatre is available. 
Sandrini, however, is in Mexico on 
film chores and might be replaced 
by Pepe Arias. 





French Amusement Biz 


Hit by 5% Price Slash 


Paris, Jan. 3. 
Beginning with the new year, a 
cut of 5% on all prices was ordered 
by the Blum cabinet in an attempt 
to combat the spiraling cost of living. 
Cut affects admission prices. 








Legit, where a week’s advance sale 
is permitted, will cut down their 
| scales from Jan. 8. Picture theatres 
| had to cut down their scales imme- 
| diately, and find it difficult to comply 
due to their having to use tickets 
priced higher than the new rate, and 
to the lack of small currency to 
make change. 

Hotels for the present are standing 
pat, claiming that their current rates 
| don’t correspond to the average in- 

crease in prices during recent 
| months..Except some of the cheaper 
restaurants which operate on a min- 
imum scale, eateries are adopting a 
tongue-in-check attitude. Niteries so 
far are taking no notice and enforce- 
ment there is wellnigh impossible. 

Besides the much heralded 5% im- 
mediate cut, another one of same 
importance is advertised as due 
within two months. Idea is to create 
in the public a psychology of resist- 
ance to continuous increase in prices, 
and affects mostly stores and serv- 
ices sold for standard prices. 








Corp. |} 


The Senate approved a request foi 
| investigation through the Secretariat 
, of Industry and Commerce of al! ad- 

mission scales in force throughout 
ithe country as compared to those 


ruling in 1939, with a view to fixing | 


the maximum prices which should be 
applied for all entertainment fields 


| throughout the country. The inves- | 


tigation is also to take in the system 

of distribution and exhibition and 
| ways and means of protecting na- 
| tional pictures, The Senator seems 
to be under the impression that dis- 
_tributors and exhibitors are in league 
to operate a trust and his bill is in- 
| tended to smash any monopoly that 
| may exist. 


Hollywood distributors in Buenos 
Aires feel that this action is in- 
| tended as a weapon to be held over 


\their heads for political purposes. | 


| Nevertheless they can only anticipate 
la period of tough fighting ahead, 
| while patrons are anxiously consult- 
| ing their friends behind the boxof- 
fice wickets as to how they will be 
able to circumvent the new measures. 


‘Fight for Fight Films 
| Enlivens British Scene 


London, Jan. 3. 

There’s been spirited bidding here 
for film rights of Baksi-Woodcock 
championship fight due at Harringay 
Arena sometime in February. Films 
for last scrap between Lesnevitch 
and Woodcock, at the Arena last 
September, were disposed of b 








| promoter Jack Solomons for $6,000, | 


|} considered a record then. Rights 
were acquired by Dan Fish, indie 
picture producer, and formerly film 
| Sale sman. 

| Fish made new offer of $13,000, 
i'but Solomons, after dallying for 
‘some time, finally disposed rights 
to opposition producer who is under- 
stood to be paying a bigger sum 
against releasing royalties. Mean- 





been doublecrossed. 


Swiss Draws British 
London, Jan. 3. 
Film making in Switzerland by 
| British film producers is becoming 
'a habit. First is Sydney Box, who 








Congress re- | 





while Fish is sore and claims he has | 


STRAY BULLETS WOUND 
JEWISH OPERA TROUPE 


| 
Jerusalem, Jan. 2. 
A bus driver and a musician were 
| seriously wounded and eight other 
members of the Palestine Folk Opera 
were slightly injured last week 
when a Bren gun mounted on the 
leading vehicle of a military convoy 
was accidentally discharged shortly 
after midnight. 
The opera group was returning in 
a convoy of buses from a perform- 
ance of “Madame Butterfly” (star- 
ring Emilica Vera, prima donna for- 
merly with La Scala in Milan) at 
Hadera when it was stopped at 
Ramatayim by a _ military patrol. 
The passengers in the first two buses 
were ordered to alight and show 
their identity cards. It was when 
the third bus pulled up that the gun 
was accidentally discharged. 
| The driver was hit in the face and 
|head by splinters, and Mordechai 
Rechtman, a bassoonist, was struck 
in the face by a bullet. All the in- 
|jured were taken to the Beilinson 
hospital. 


| 





| US. Lawyer’s View Nixes 
| Paris Bill to Ban Sartre 
Jum-Crow Prostitute’ 


Paris, Jan. 14. 

| For the first time in Paris history 
ithe city fathers have acted on an 
| American lawyer’s opinion. This 
| was delivered by Charles Campbell 
in reference to “Respectful Prosti- 
| tute,” the Jean Paul Sartre play cur- 
|rent at the Antoine on a double bill 
| with his “Dead Without Burial.” 
The Jim Crow theme resulted in a 
iecontroversy about its offensiveness 
lto Americans, causing the city 
council to fear it might damage tour- 
ist trade, and culminated in alder- 
|man Frederic Dupont moving that 
| the prefect of police be instructed 
| to have the run of the play stopped. 
| Latter had already had some cuts 
|made in the torture scenes of “Bur- 
| ial,” which created disturbances in 
| the audience. 

Campbell opined that since free- 
dom of expression was held by 
Americans as a basic principle, they 
| would far more deprecate being in- 
| volved, even indirectly, in a curtail- 
ment of freedom of the stage than 
having the play kept on, even if ob- 
| jectionable. This killed Dupont’s 
| motion 

Campbell, who first came to Paris 


| 
rights, is a personal friend of Sartre 
and received from him a copy of the 
play autographed “from the grate- 
ful playwright—the corpus delicti.” 


U.S. DP Documentary 
Shown in Jerusalem 


Jerusalem, Jan. 2. 
“Home Are the Hunted,” a 16m 
pic produced by the United Palestine 





! 








is to film “Snowbound.” based on | Appeal of America, is being shown 


| bestseller “The Lone Skier,” with | 
director David MacDonald now in| 
Switzerland getting exterior shots. | 
Two-Cities Films is now scheduled | 
| to make “The Abyss,” which will 
| Star Luise Rainer and will be di- 
rected by Brian Desmond Hurst. 





Down Mexico Way 


Mexico City, Jan. 5. 











in the Palestine Foundation Bldg. in 


Jerusalem. Photographed by Laser | 


Duenner in Technicolor, the pic rec- 
ords the arrival in Palestine of refu- 
gees, some still in concentration 
camp clothes, some wearing the 


their kin. 

The picture is the first of a series, 
of which the next will be called “The 
Jewish Agency,” and the third “Tel 
Aviv—From Refugee to Citizen.” 





Una Merkel visiting here. ..Greg- 
orio Wallerstein, Filmex-Film Trust 
prez, lost his mother...Max Gomez, 
| RKO manager, in Havana on busi- 
ness and vacation...Beatriz Ramos 











| Nitery Biz 


| 
om (continued from page 1) 








“ing. Carnival reopened last night 
| night (Tuesday) with the Olsen and 
way spots are believed to have bene- 
fited by the Zanzibar’s temporary 


Johnson show. Some of the Broad- | 


} | ; (Mex) cabaret...Sofia Alvarez, ac- 
upping of charges that is being in- ! closing Jan. 3. Spot reopens around | 


culged by film operators.” They | Jan. 28 with a show headed by Ger- | 
urge a check on revenues and costs | trude Niesen, Jan Murray, Bob Wil- | 
of all theatres and say that examina- | liams, and others. 

tion will reveal that theatres can 
cut admittance charges by 40% and | 
still make “huge profits.” 


The east side spots picked up ap- 
preciably. In fact The Versailles | 
with Jean Sablon as_ headliner, 


| has returned to radio singing after a 
| try at journalism. She’s current at 
stations XEW and XEQ here and is 
| skedded to go to Rio this winter... 
Malu Gatica, Chilean singer, holi- 
daying here before going to Holly- 
wood to fill dates at the Copacabana. 

Neguib Simon, impresario, and 
Miguel Chavez, operator of the Sans 
Suici nitery, readying a $2,000,000 





tress-singer, back from Hollywood 


| where she underwent an eye opera- 


tion...Clasa Films Mundiales inked | 
Emilio Gomez Muriel as exclusive | 
director for 1947...Oscar Dancing- | 
ers signed Libertad Lamarque, Ar- | 


The commentary, written by Meyer 
Levin, was read by actor Ralph Bel- 
lamy. Musical background is from 
Mendelssohn's “Fingal’s Cave” and 
Smetana's “Moldau.” 





Metro’s Shanghai Buy 
Metro, adding to its string of new 
theatre acquisitions abroad, has pur- 
chased the Roxy theatre in Shang- 
hai; which it will convert to a first 
run house under the supervision of 
Tommy Farrell, Metro manager in 
| China. 
Theatre seats 1,500 and 


is air- 
conditioned. 





|for Paramount and is regarded as | 
an authority on showbiz and copy- | 


Yellow Star of Judah and the par-} 
tisan’s cap, and their welcome by | 


‘Emeleo Buys Out 


B.A. Pampa Pix 
For Latin Prod. 


Long a leader in the production of 
advertising films in the Argentine, 
Emelco Co, recently invaded feature 
production in Buenos Aires by ac- 
quiring the Pampa Film Studio 
there, Reason why plant was pur- 
chased, Federico W. Lowe, director 
general of the firm, said in New York 
Monday (13), was that “Emelco was 
already a stockholder in-Pampa and 
we decided to buy it outright and 
go into preduction ourselves.” 

Studio, Lowe said, now has two 
sound stages and under an expan- 
sion policy his company is embark- 
ing on a modernization program 
| which calls for construction of two 
| additional stages. Lowe, who arrived 
in New York by plane last Monday 
(6) after a week's stay in Europe 
where he visited France and Swit- 
zerland among other countries on an 
equipment junket, 





} 





planed to the 
| Coast yesterday (Tues.) on a pur- 
|chasing mission of new production 
|gear. He stays there a week, then 
| goes to Mexico and thence to Ar- 


| gentina. 


| Teeing off a program of some 10 
|features this year with “El Retrato 
|de la Abuela” (“The Grandmother's 
Portrait”) starring Mirtha Legrand, 
| Emelco will also transfer its adver- 
| tising film production from a smaller 
\film studio elsewhere in Buenos 
| Aires, Lowe revealed. Company an- 
nually produces some 200 advertis- 
ing shorts which vary in length 
|from one to five minutes. Unlike 
|most U. S. advertising films, he said, 
| Emelco’s ad pix have a plot. 
Currently Emelco has outlets for 
its ad pix with some 500 theatres in 
Argentina, Chile and Uruguay. Com- 
pany also produces newsree] shorts 
and documentary films. These, how- 
| ever, are released through an organ- 
ization known as Empa, of which 400 
leading Argentine exhibs are stock- 
holders. 


Discussing the projected Argentine 
quota where the importation of U.S. 
films would be fixed in proportion to 

| Argentine films used in America, 
| Lowe said the measure is stil! being 
|argued and for the present, unre- 
| stricted importation of U.S. prod- 
|uct is permitted. 


Canada Lifts Ceilings 
On Theatre Admissions 


Montreal, Jan. 14. 

Ceilings on admissions to motion 
pictures were lifted by the federal 
| sovernment Saturday (11) in a 
sweeping order which included the 
}end of price control on many other 
| articles, 
| Hard to say yet what the immedi- 
ate effect will be on general b.o. 
figures, but it’s no secret that for a 
|long time exhibs have been lobby- 
| ing around Ottawa to try and get 
_controls off theatre admissions. Or- 
|der lifting ceilings applies to all 
/ amusements, 








| Lifting of ceilings may also ag- 
| gravate current tiffing between Ca- 
|nadian exhibs and distribs. The way 
| the matter stands now, exhibs are 
| fighting a distrib attempt to cut in 
;on profits not directly derived from 
| licker showings, e.g., candy conces- 
| sions, etc. If the various indies and 
| chains decide to boost ducat prices, 
it’s not unlikely that the distribs 
will ask a bigger percentage from 
the gross. 





No Price Hikes for Canada 
. Toronto, Jan. 14. 
Despite the fact that the Canadian 
government has announced the lift- 
ing of controls on theatre admission 
| prices, J. J. Fitzgibbons, president of 
|Famous Players Canadian Corp. 
has no intention of increasing prices 
in the immediate future in the com- 








Do- 


| pany’s 333 houses across the 
|minion. The same decision has been 
;announced by Odeon Theatres of 
,Canada (Arthur Rank), which has 
1106 houses here. 


| “Although our operating costs 
have gone up considerably,” said 





Powell Alimony 


(Continued from page 1) 


There is strong sentiment among 
legislators to enact laws to force 
exhibitors to slash prices, now at 
the new high of $4 (Mex) regular 
and $5 Mex) for unusual events, in 
firstrun houses. Exhibs contend cur- 
rent charges are definitely neither | 


| capacity business, and La Martinique ; Agustin Lara, Mexico's No. 1 ro- 


claims spot is doing SRO business. version of “Madame X” he’s ready- 
The Copa’s new show which showed ing.. Lana Turner spent New Years 
signs of faltering picked up to near , here...“Divine Goddess” is latest by 


showed a hefty gain. mantic song writer. It’s dedicated to 
Out-of-town buyers accounted for | Maria Felix, pix actress...Luis San- 
much of the increase, but most op- | drini, Argentinian comic, now play- 


inflation nor profiteering, for costs, | crators declare that the general pub- 
important among which is labor, lic was just tired of staying home | 
are plenty high. ‘waiting for better conditions. 








ing on the local stage and in pix for 


Filmex, planning to turn pix pro- 
ducer here. 


ceased the $500 monthly payments 
hed been voluntarily making to her. 

Tax Court, however, overruled the 
Commissioner's charge that Powell 
had merely assigned part of his in- 
come to Miss Wilson to escape high 


directly or indirectly received any 





of the income paid her. 


taxes, declaring the actor hac never | 


gentinian actress, to play the lead | five years but had never appeared in | Fitzgibbons, “we believe this is not 
|@ picture. Powell, meanwhile, had | the proper time to make increases 


in admission prices. If they become 
necessary later, they will be very 
| slight; we intend to maintain the 
| present admission prices as long as 
our volume of business remains at 
| the present level. 


He pointed out that admissions 
are much lower than those prevail- 
ing in the United States or Britain. 
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Can, Pix Rentals Seen Crimping 


Exhibs by Outracing B.0. Ratio: 


Montreal, Jan. 14. ? 





Claim that film rentals in Canada 
have increased disproportionately 
with boxoffice receipts has been 
made in a report to the Quebec Al- 
lied Theatrical Industries by B. C. 
Salamis, QATI’s rep on the advisory 
council of the Federal Wartime 
Prices & Trade Board, WPTB func- 
tion is similar to the now defunct 
OPA in U. S. 





Report said that in three years 


New Producing Unit Set 
For France, U.K. by Glass 


Max Glass, French pix producer be- 
fore the war, is launching a new pro- 
ducing outfit, Arkadia Films, with 
units being set up in France and Eng- 
land. Glass, who is also an author, is 
currently in New York awaiting pub- 
lication Jan. 23, by Beechhurst Press 
of his first non-fiction work, “Lib- 


before 1945, rentals went up 25.6% | eration From Yesterday.” 


where b.o. 
19.3%. 


receipts have gone up 


only Salamis claimed that 


Arkadia has two films on its sched- 


INTERNATIONAL i9 





Clair, Chevalier ‘Gold,’ 
Ist French Pic Aimed For 
General U.S. Market, Due 


Paris, Jan. 8. 

Though getting very little publici- 
ty here while rolling, “Silence est 
3a’Or” (“Silence Is Gold’), currently 
under production here at the Pathe 
studio, constitutes an experiment 
which if successful will open a new 
era to the French picture industry 
by permitting it to break into the 
| American market in a big way and 
| thus get out of its present rut. 
“Silence Is Gold” is bankrolled 


| half by RKO and half by French 
Pathe under a co-production deal, 
| with RKO’s Jack Votion producing 





jule for 47 and °48, both based on/| the picture here. French rights go 


even if it’s assumed that flicker ren- | .-rjpts written by Glass. Initial film,|to Pathe. and American rights to 


tals should increase in the same} 
ratio as b.o. receipts, then the dis- | 
tribs governed by the 19.3% figure, | 
should have received $17,076,487 in | 
1945 instead of $17,976,467, a dif- 


beginning of price controls. 

Release of these figures is taken | 
in some quarters to be a straw in 
the wind, released by exhibs, to see 
what reaction would be toward at- 
tempt to raise admission prices 
‘which have been frozen for years. 

Salamis report also pointed up 
the increasing tiffing between Ca- 
nadian distribs and exhibs recently 
manifested by the exhib protests 
against attempt of distribs to cut in 
on profits of items not directly con- 
nected with film showing, such as 
candy concessions, etc, 





Contention on part of Salamis is 
that U. S. exhibs rentals come to 
about 30% whereas in Canada cost 
is 32.4l¢c on every dollar. It’s} 
pointed out that since most expenses 
are constant and cannot be cut, 
profit in theatre operation will nose- 
dive if film costs increase and at- 
tendances decline. 

Salamis claimed that French pix | 
out of Hollywood should be rented 
at very little increase over regular 
films, since it takes little extra coin 
to dub in the French talk. 


REPORT FILM STUDIOS 
SLATED FOR IRELAND 


Dublin, Jan. 9. | 

With curtain drawn and reporters | 
so far on the outside that nobody | 
yet knows who’s who, film interests 
in Dublin are reportedly working 
on plan to establish film studios in 
Ireland. Project is said to have the 
blessing of the De Valera govern- 
ment, but official sources have no | 
information on the subject. 


The neme of J. Arthur Rank was 
rumored in connection with the 
project but a spokesman of Metro- 
pole & Allied Cingmas—representa- 
tives of the Rank organization 
here—said that they had no informa- 
tion about it. A similar denial has 
come from Korda interests. 


Only Irish producing unit oper- 
ating at the present time—and 
mainly on advertising shorts—is 
Hibernia Films, headed by Desmond 
Fgan, with George Fleischman as 
chief technician. 


Rank heeines Rights 
To More Irish Stories 


Dublin, Jan. 9. | 

J. Arthur Rank producing units 
have acquired rights of three more | 
Irish story properties, ‘according to | 
director Brian Desmond Hurst, now 
here on vacation. Properties are 
James Stephens’s “Crock of Gold,” | 
Liam O’Flaherty’s “Famine” and | 
Sean O’Casey’s “The Shadow of a 
Gunman.” 


Directors of the J. Arthur Rank 
Organization have shown consider- 
able interest in Irish stories over the | 
past 18 months, starting with the| 


Frank Launder-Sidney Gilliat pro- | 


' 














last year, 
,counted for 170 features or 64% of 


an historical romance entitled “Na- 
poleon IV,” will be lensed in France 
this summer. The second, scheduled 
for ’48 for production in England, 


|is titled “Suicide Altituge, 12,000” 
ference of about $900,000 since the | with story based on veterans’ post- | 


war problems. 


British Isles 
Set for Oscar 
Feb. Polling 


London, Jan. 5. 
The National Film Award, Brit- 
ain’s approximation to the U. S. 





| Academy Awards, is set for all- 
| island polling during February, with 


the London Daily Mail behind can- 


vassing of the public. British are to 


vote their preference as to the top 
native film released since Sept. 4, 
45, and the outstanding actor and 
actress playing in any of the 44 An- 
glo pix which hit British screens 
during the period. 

Half million votes were recorded 
in "46 when Britishers plunked for 
James Mason, Margaret Lockwood 
and “The Way to the Stars.” 
lem was then complicated by neces- 
sity of chosing from film output of 
six war years. Silver Star statuets 
are the British form of Oscars, with 


| one apiece going to actor, actress 


and film producer. 

Obbligato to the month of polling 
will be some typical Yank tub- 
thumping. A _ series of exhibitions 
are to be staged in leading stores in 
many British and Scottish cities 
while a mammoth film festival is 
planned for London. British stars 
now in Hollywood are to be linked 





RKO, who plan to give it the first 
general release a French picture 
will have had in the U. S. since si- 
lent days. 


To effect this, both subtitling and 
dubbing have bc2n given up. The 
picture is shot in the one French 
version, the dialog fading out in 
some of the scenes, to be replaced 
By a translation in English, and in 
others by a commentary explaining 
the action. The script has been pre- 
pared to permit the picture to retain 
its interest, and some scenes are 
specially prepared to facilitate the 
processing of the American version. 
For the latter the technical work 
| will be done in Hollywood, where 








| translations and commentary will be | 


i voiced by Maurice Chevalier, who 
will go there as soon as the picture 
is completed. 


Directed by Rene Clair, the pic- | 
|ture stars Maurice Chevalier in the 


part of a middle-aged picture pro- 
| ducer of pioneer days, Francois Pe- 
rier and Marcelle Derrien. Latter, 
|a 20-year-old brunet, is a Clair dis- 
| covery. Photowork is by Armand 
Thirard, crack French cameraman. 
| Originally budgeted at $560,000, the 
| picture, which includes some big 
|mob scenes and extensive sets, will 
be turned out for a total cost of 
| about $720,000. 


| Picture, which will have taken 


| completed. 
|}own on the French market, which 
| is the mai. source of revenue of 
| local production, a picture of which 
|they pay only half the cost, which 
is a huge advantage considering that 
up-to-date French product has only 
derived paltry returns 
American market. 





Tax Closes Mex Houses 
Mexico City, Jan. 5. 


up via radio to stars still at home h AD five ‘teatres 66 Zorrewm, In 


in a nationwide broadcast set for 
Feb. 2. 





US. PRODUCT 64% OF PIX 


- | in Mexico. National Exhibitors Assn.., 


SHOWN SWEDEN IN 1946 


Stockholm, Jan. 3. 
With 265 films released in Sweden 
American product ac- 


the total. Leading the U. S. impor- 
tations in point of b.o. success were 
such pictures as the Ingrid Bergman 
starrers “Saratoga Trunk,” “Bells of 
St. Mary’s” and “Spellbound,” while 
“House on 92nd Street,” which fea- 
tured Swedish actress Signe Hasso, 
also drew strong biz. 


Runnerup to the U. S. were Swed- 
ish producers with 35 pix exhibited. 
British pix followed with 23. Others 
included France, 19; Russia, 6; Den- 
mark, 5 and Norway, Italy, Belgium, 
Mexico, Switzerland, Germany and 
Hungary with one apiece. Topping 
Britain’s pictures were “The Seventh 
Veil’ and “Henry V.” However, 
much British product failed to do 
better due to lack of proper exploita- 
tion. 

Improvement was seen in the 
quality of Swedish films, observers 
noted, and it was evident that local 


eart of Mexico’s cotton belt, have 
closed as a result of the special tax 
of 10% of gross enacted by the local 
j atvee fathers. ‘ 
Closure is the first of its kind 
|howevey, isn’t going through with 
|its threat to close all of Mexico’s 
1,245 houses in sympathy. But Assn. 
and other filmers are trying to in- 
duce the Torreon municipality to 
|rescind the tax, which became ef- 
fective Jan. 1. 








Current London Shows 


London, Jan. 14. 
“And No Birds Sing,” Aldwych. 
“Anthony-Cleopatra,” Piccadilly. 
“Bertram Mills Circus,” Olympia. 
“Between Ourselves,” Playhouse. 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham. 
“Dante,” Garrick. 
“Fifty-Fifty.” Strand. 
“Fools Rush In,” Fortune. 
“Grace of God,” St. James. 
“Grand National Night,” Apollo. 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 
“Here Comes the Boys,” Saville. 
“High Time,” Palladium. 
“Honeymoon,” York’s. 
“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 
“Men From Ministry,” Comedy. 
“Message for Margaret.” Duchess. 


from the | 


Argentine Pix Production Bullish 
For 47 With Com, Material on Hand 





India Producer Homing 


Indian producer C. Shantaram and 
his wife, Jayashree, Indian film star, 
leave the United States Saturday 
(18) on the first leg of their return 
trip to Bombay. They’ll take the 
| Queen Elizabeth to England and fly 
| from there. 
| Shantaram, while in this country, 
} 
| 





set a deal with Mayer & Burstyn for | 


release of two of his films, “Shakun- 
tula” and “Journey of Dr 
Distribs are understood to receive 
50% of the proceeds. First pic will 
be released this spring. 

Producer has named Al Margolies 
to represent him here, 


Film Biz Booms 
In France; Prod. 
Costs Up 1,007, 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Film business is starting to boom 
again in France, according to figures 
received from our Embassy by the 
| motion pictur- office of the Depart- 
ment of “ommerce. 

A new survey discloses that 4,650 
regular co mercial motion picture 


Kotnis.” 








theatres are now operating in the | 


| 
| 


country, of which 340 are in Paris 


addition, there are 1,100 permanent 
16m theatres and 1,700 touring 16m 
| theatres serving some 10,000 locali- 
| ties in France. During the fiscal year 
| 1945-'46, the gross biz of the 35m 
| theatres totaled 8,000,000,000 francs, 
| representing a weekly attendance of 
about 8,000,900 persons. 

| The report adcs that another 349 


Prob- | about 16 weeks to make, is almost | theatres are set up in French North 
It will permit Pathe to | 


Africa—224 in Algeria, 72 in Tunisia 
}and 53 in Morocco. 
| Interesting figure is the average 
| cost of producing a feature, showing 
|a tremendous jump over prewar 
| days. Average cost in 1946 was 25,- 
| 883,000 francs, contrasted with 2,- 
610,000 in 1938. The cost has jumped 
almost 1000% in the nine-year pe- 
riod. ; 

There are now 14 studios operat- 
ing in France, of which 11 are in 
the Paris area, one at Bordeaux, one 
in Marseilles and one in Nice. In 
addition, there are 11 laboratories. 
The government report shows that 
since the liberation, France has 
turned out 141 features by 93 pro- 
ducers. 


SIRITZKY TO FRANCE 
TO RECOVER 63 HOUS 


Sam Siritzky, veepee of Siritzky 
International Pictures, sails to 
Europe on the America tomorrow 
(Thursday) to complete legal action 
in the company’s suit against the 
French government for return of its 
theatre chain. The 63 houses were 
originally expropriated by the gov- 
ernment- following the liberation, 
on the basis of their having been 
held by the Germans, making them 
enemy alien property. Eighteen 
houses have already been returned. 
Justin Godard, former cabinet min- 
ister under Herriot, is representing 
the plaintiffs. 

Siritzky will return in February, 
bringing with him Marcel Pagnol, 
French producer, who will begin 
work on a Technicolor feature in 





Film, called “Birth of Love” and 
written by Pagnol will be made in 
two versions, French and English. 
Company owns U. §S. rights to dis- 


+ Buenos Aires, Jan. 5. 


After Setting Pix Deals 1947 and especially to renewal of 


and 450 in the nearby suburbs. In | 


Hollywood shortly after his arrival. | 





duction of “I See a Dark Stranger,” producers are pointing toward the 
starring Deborah Kerr, now in | international market. Much Swedish 
Hollywood. This was followed by | product saw distribution abroad last 
Hurst's “Hungry Hil” (tradeshown Year and It i ante tig re 
Negro dlggge Nae age mer a | called that Swedish films were well 
starring), with Launder-Gilliat now | rated in other countries in silent 
working on “Captain Boycott” at Screen days. 

Pinewood Studios. All four pix have | 

employed a high percentage of Irish 

talent, much of it new to screen 





DANES VS. DOUBLE TAX 


tribution of all of Pagnol’s 11 films, 
with one, “Well-Digger’s Daughter,” 
entering its fifth month at the Ave- 
nue. N. Y., arty theatre. 
picked as one of the 10 best of 1946 
by N. Y. critics. 


Dolores Del Rio to B.A. 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


“Mother Goose,” Casino. 

“Night and Laughter,’ Coliseum. 
“No Room at Inn,” Winter Garden. 
“Pacific 1860.” Drury Lane. 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Peter Pan,” Scala. 

“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“Poltergeist,” Vaudeville. 

“Red Riding Hood,” Adelphi. 
“Shephard Show>” Princes. 











work, Washington, Jan. 14. 
Treaty with Denmark for elimina- 
1tion of double taxation, similar to 
The Anchorage, Little Theatre,| those with Great Britain and sev- 


only incorporated little theatre group | eral other, nations, is now in the 


in Alaska, organized last fall with | making. 


“Shop Sly Corner,” St. Martins. 
“Song of Norway,” Palace. 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. 
“Sweetest and Lowest’ Ambass. 
“The Gleam,” Globe. 

“Under the Counter,” Phoenix. 





ing in the Argosy production, 
“The Fugitive,” in Mexico City, 
will hop to Buenos Aires on com- 
pletion of that picture to star in an 
Argentine film. 





$10,000: subscriptions, recently com-| A Danish tax delegation is due 
pleted its first season, having given | here shortly to work on the details 
four productions. | with the State Department, 


“Windermere’s Fan,’ Haymarket. 
“Winslow Boy,” Lyric. 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall. 


Mexican actress is due in the U.S 





ances with “The Fugitive.” 


‘Night, Laughter, Costing 


Film was | 
Dolores Del Rio, currently work- | 


late in spring for personal appear- | 


Argentine film studios are looke 
|ing forward to a prosperous year in 


studio buildings and equipment. 
| Plenty of coin is available and San 
| Miguel, Sono Film and Emelco (re- 
cently merged with Pampa Film) 
are all building apace, while studio 
technicians are clippering to the 
U. S. in search of cameras, tech- 
nicians and material of all kinds. 
The supply of raw stock from 
Europe is coming in without hitch 
and the days of raw stock shorte- 
age are a thing of the past. 

In the meantime, obstacles direc- 
tors have to overcome in antiquated 
| studios would be enough to drive 
any Hollywood director nuts. At 
{one of the major studios recently, 
| production was held up for a whole 
|day while authorities were contacted 
| to get an injunction against opera- 
tion of a motor in a nearby factory, 
| vibration from which was so deafen- 
|ing that sound cameras in the studio 


block 


s°) 


away were thrown com- 
pletely out of gear. On another oc- 
casion, it was found ihat the studio 


roofing was so full of gaps that birds 
|had nested .under the 
their chirping cut into the sound, 
ruining miles of footage. It 
three days to find the 


rafters and 


took 
offending 
nests. 

In yet another studio a constant 
sound of hammering upset shooting 
schedule for two days, because 
studio hands off duty were using 
surplus lumber to build themselves 
shelves for their own homes. 

San Miguel has begun shooting on 
La Cumparsita” at the Bella Vista 
studios, with Hugo del Carril in the 
lead and Antonio Momplet directing. 
Lumiton has everything set at its 
Munro studios to start work on 
“Con el Diablo en el Cuerpo,” with 
Juan Carlos Thorry and Susanita 
Freyre teamed. Carlos Hugo Chris- 
tensen will meg. 

Marshall Pic 

Argentina Sono Film has put for- 
ward production of its next Nini 
Marshall pic, as the star has a con- 
tract with the CMQ network in 
Havana for radio and theatre per- 
formances early in the 
Lumiton’s much discussed 
“The Naked Angel” (“El Angel 
Desnudo”), which rocketed Olga 
Zubarry to stardom, has run for 
five weeks at the Gran Cine Ideal, 
and encouraged by this success Car- 
los Hugo Christensen is to make 
another picture with the actress in 
,the lead. Sono Film is blue-printing 
,a production to start in March, 
teaming Zully Moreno with Arturo 
de Cordova, directed by Luis Cesar 
Amadori. Story will be an adapta- 
tion from the Joracy Camargo stage 
| play “Que Dios se lo pague” (“God 

Bless You”). 
| AAA (Artistas Argentinos Asocia- 
dos) has signed director Luis Sas- 
lavsky, who was responsible for “La 
Dama Duende” (“The Ghost Lady”). 
|In this way this major production 
unit, which has turned out such 
outstanding pix as “La Guerra 
|}Gaucha” and “Su Mejor Alumno,” 
, adds to its roster of directing talent. 
Saslavsky’s first picture for AAA is 
|slated to be “Un Tal Servando 
Gomez,” adapted by Homero Manzi 
|from Samuel Eichelbaum's play. 
Saslavsky has some chores to finish 
| up for Sono Film before going to 
| AAA, 

A newly-formed studio, Alfar, 
starts work this month. Its first pic- 
ture is to be directed by Fregonese. 
Just after the latter had signed up 
with Alfar he received a Metro offer 
to direct pix in Hollywood and 
Alfar granted him leave of absence 
to accept. However, Fregonese will 
plane down to Buenos Aires early in 
the year for a three-month chore at 
Alfar. 


year. 
picture, 








2506, Lagging at B.0. 


London, Jan. 7. 

Emile Littler's mammoth revue, 
| “The Night and the Laughter,” at 
| the London Coliseum, which is re- 
puted to have cost over $250,000 to 
produce, and the most expensive 
| sow ever staged at this house, is 
; failing to hold up at the boxoffice. 
Show has not proved hit expected, 
primarily attributed to too much 
glamor and not enough comedy, 
| with Robert Nesbitt, London ace 
|show producer, having given Bud 
iFlanagan, one of the best local 
} comics, not enough to do. Show is 
|in its 13th week, having played sev- 
‘eral weeks to a loss. 
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Fried] Retires As Minn. Amus. Co. Prez 
After 15 Years; Other Exchange Briefs 


Minneapolis. 

After 15 years in post, John J. 
Friedl has resigned as president and 
eneral manager of Minnesota Amus, 
Co. (Paramount circuit of 97 Minne- 
sota, Wisconsin and North Dakota 
theatres). He’s retiring from show 
business to fulfill lifetime ambition 
and become Texas citrus grower, 
having acquired two groves, Leon- 
ard Goldenson, Paramount Theatres 
head, announcel. 

Replacing Friell, Harry B. French, 
his assistant who pinch-hit for him 
during his recent iong illness, has 
been promoted. French has been in 
film business in territory since 1912 
and joined Finkelstein & Ruben cir- 
cuit in 1923. When Publix acquired 
F. & R. chain he went with former 
company and has been with Para- 
mount eatres ever since. 

Before coming here, Friedl was 
Publix division director in the south. 
During the war he was cited by the 
federal government for untiring 
efforts as northwest chairman of 
War Activities Committee and 
through his efforts the industry de- 
veloped national plans resulting in 
theatres selling more than 15% of 
all E bonds. 

Kane Allied Counsel 

North Central Allied has ap- 
pointed Stanley D. Kane executive 
counsel, a newly created post, re- 
placing executive secretary Donald 
Guttman, recently resigned. For 
past three years he has been em- 
ployed by National Labor Relations 
Board here, but in 1935-37 was 
executive secretary of the Inde- 
pendent BPxhibitors organization here, 
resigning to become executive man- 
aging editor of Dental Laboratory 
Review. 

Directors set April 21-22 as date 
for annual convention here. 





Steffes Twin City Mystery 
Minneapolis. 

A local mystery is the identity of 
the associates of George Granstrom, 
owner of two St. Paul de luxe 
neighborhood houses, in the  pur- 
chase here of the late W. A. Steffes’ 
World and Alvin theatres at a re- 
ported $225,000 price. The only as- 
sociate so far divulged is Ted Mann, 
owner of several Twin City theatres 
and interested in an out-of-town 
circuit. It’s stated that there are 
other associates, but their names are 
being kept secret for the present. 

Sale of the World and Alvin 
liquidates the Steffes’ theatre hold- 
ings, another loop theatre here, the 
Bijou, previously having been sold 
to Harry Dryer, its longtime opera- 
tor, for $65,000. The 1,400-seat Al- 
vin is under lease to the Minnesota 
Amusement Co. (Paramount circuit) 
for 21 months longer and now is 
sublet for burlesque. The Minnesota 
Amusement Co. has a booking deal 
for the 300-seat firstrun and move- 
over World which also will not ex- 
pire for 21 months. New owners an- 
nounce no change is contemplated 
in the World policy. 

Liquidation of the Steffes’ estate 
was necessitated when the widow 
decided to take her property rights 
under the law, instead of abiding by 
the will’s provisions. 

First Prefab House 
Los Angeles. 

National Theatres will open the 
first of its proposed string of pre- 
fabricated houses, the Crest, in Long 
Beach, Jan. 23, with a preview, guest 
stars and other ballyhoo. Theatre 
will serve as a pattern for mass pro- 
duction of prefashioned houses 
throughout the country. Idea, con- 
ceived by Charles P. Skouras, was 
worked out in cooperation with 
Henry Kaiser’s engineers. 

Crest is fashioned with gypsum 
panels in steel frames based on a 
concrete foundation, soundproof and 
fireproof to meet he most ‘strin- 
gent safety laws. More such houses 
will be prefabricated in California 
for small towns throughout the U. S. 


and wartorn cities in Europe and the 
Far East. 





Lust Increases D. C. Chain 
Washington. 
Ground is soon to be broken here 
for the newest of the Sidney Lust 
theatre chain. House will be a 900- 
seater in neart y Kensington, Md., de- 
signed by John Eberson, of N. Y. 
Project, which should be ready in 
the spring, will include three stores 
as part of a shopping area. Building 
will be air-conditioned and include a 
private parking lot for theatre pa- 
trons. It will be the first new the- 
atre to be started in this vicinity in 
séveral months. 





Syracuse Gets Foreign Language 
Syracuse. 
Alfred DiBella, who long operated 
the Palace Theatre in Eastwood, is 
Starting foreign film policy at the 
Happy Hour, North Side grind house 
which he took over this year. 


Dixie Film Sells 50%, 
New @ans. 


Sale of 50% of the stock of the 
Dixie Film Corp. to John Jenkins 





and O. K. Bourgeois of the Astor | 


Pictures Co. of Texas, Oklahoma 
City, Memphis and Atlanta was an- 
nounced Sat. (11) by Jack Auslet, 





prez of Dixie. Auslet, who owns 50% 
of the stock, will continue, as prez 
and general manager. 

Dixie Film simultaneously an- 
nounced that a contract has been 
closed with Madison Picture Corp. 
of New York to release in the New 
Orleans territory a large number of 
features and westerns. 


PRC’s Frisco Takeover 

PRC has closed a deal to acquire 
the company’s San Francisco fran- 
chise from Sam_ Sobel, original 
franchise holder in the Bay area. 
Company steps in immediately under 
an arrangement which hoists Sobel 
to the post of PRC’s district man- 
ager for the Coast, Ralph Clark, for- 
merly of United Artists, has been 
named branch manager of the San 
Francisco exchange, 





WB’s Stephens to Coast 
Richard Stephens, formerly field 
public relations rep for Warners in 
been assigned to handle the Coast 
upstate and western New York, has 


territory. New headquarters will be 
in San Francisco. Art Moger, New 
England field rep, takes over 


Stephen’ eastern territory. 

Don Woods, formerly WB branch 
manager in Milwaukee, has been 
promoted to manager of the Dallas 
office, working under supervision of 





Dallas ‘Outlaw’ 


Continued from page 5 


That’s 60c evenings, 50c matinees 
and 12c for kids at all times. Initial 
day’s combined take was $19,870, 
with second day $19,768 (a drop be- 
cause of number of kid admissions, 
it being Saturday) and third day 
$15,126. No squawk developed from 
ecclesiastic or civic circles on the 
moral qualities of the film, latter 
having been the basis of contention 
wherein its nation-wide sanctions 
have been concerned. 


Because of the success of the Dal- 
las experiment, Fred M. Jack, south- 
ern division manager of UA, and 
Harry Gold, Hughes’ sales chief, are 
planning to duplicate it in other 
Texas towns and may extend the 
scheme to other cities throughout 
the country where they can’t get cir- 
cuit time. Only other Texas key to 


play the film was Houston, last July, 


although 532 small towns in the state 
have completed runs. 


Deals were made independently 
with each of the Dallas houses, all 
of them calling for 50% of the gross 
to the distrib. Many of the theatres 
playing the pic are in considerable 
disrepair, but that didn’t seem to 
stop them over the weekend from 
doing in the first two days double 
what they usually do in a week. 





Norman Ayers, southern division 
sales manager. He succeeds J. W. 
Loewe, resigned. Successor in the 
Milwaukee branch managership is 
Nat Marcus, former salesman. 





Mark Silver Upped 

Shifting to the Pennsylvania- 
Washington territory, United Artists’ 
New York branch manager, Mark 
N. Silver, was named district mana- 
ger of UA’s Philadelphia, Pitts- 
burgh and Washington branches, 
according to J. J. Unger, general 
sales manager. Post was previously 
vacant, He'll headquarter in Philly. 





2 Theatres Open in NW Area 
Minneapolis. 
Despite building restrictions and 
shortages, two new theatres in this 
territory have been completed and 
will open shortly. They are the in- 
dependent Village (W. J. Glaser), a 
622-seater, at Fairbault, Minn., and 
the Minnesota Amus. 600-seat Cameo 
at Eau Claire, Wis. Each cost ap- 
proximately $100,000. Another Min- 
nesota Amus. Co. 1,000-seat house 
planned for this area is partially 
finished. Indie theatre that Sheldon 
Grengs has under construction at 
Eau Claire, Wis., has been delayed 
because of trouble in getting ma- 
terial. 





Shafer Expanding Chain 
Huntington, W. Va. 

W. R. Shafer, of Morehead, Ky., 
took over the Roxy and Westmore 
theatres Jan. 1 to add them to his 
chain—two houses at Morehead, one 
at Olive Hill and one at Fleming- 
burg, Ky. He brought the Hunting- 
ton theatres from C. B. Hukle who 
came here 14 years ago and reopened 
the closed Roxy. 





Selznick Plans 


‘—msm Continued from page 3 
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ing Organization, which will dis- 
tribute Vanguard product, will be 
well along in operation by May 1 
and going full blast by July. Re- 
issue of “Intermezzo” will follow 
“Duel” into release, with “Paradine 
Case,” “Portrait of Jenny” and “Lit- 
tle Women” coming later. Product 
of outside producers may be sand- 
wiched between these _ releases, 
MacNamara said. 

Selznick aide admitted that deal- 
ings were in progress with National 
Screen Service as a possible agency 
for physical handling of SRO pix. 
Couple other deals are.also cooking, 
he said, with a decision possibly to 
be made later this week, since Neil 
Agnew, distribution chief for Selz- 
nick, and Milt Kusell, sales man- 
ager, left for the Coast over the 
weekend for huddles to jell the SRO 
setup. 

MacNamara also left for Holly- 
wood over the weekend, after 
spending several days in New York 
interviewing candidates for the or- 
ganization’s eastern advertising- 
publicity post, from which Sid Alex- 
ander recently resigned. No final 
decision was made, with MacNamara 
due back late next week to finally 
set his appointee. Some 15 to 20 
candidates were inte-viewed. 

MacNamara admitted that after all 
the battling between Selznick and 
Samuel Goldwyn over occupancy of 
the Astor, N. Y., it still might be- 
come the Broadway home of “Duel”. 
That will depend on how long Gold- 











wyn’s “Best Years of Our Lives” 
‘continues to do substantial biz. If 
the film doesn’t rum much beyond 
April or May, he indicated, “Duel” 
may well go into the house. 








Following are the day-and-date 
| houses: Airway, Arcadia, Beckley, 
| Beverly Hills, Capitan, Casa Linda, 
| Cliff Queen, Ervay, Gay, Granada, 
| Grove, Haskell, Hill, Kessler, Maple 
Peak, Rita, Sunset, Urban, Grand 
Prairie and Garland. 








‘ 
l..-urance Sales 


Continued from page 5 





tions. Exhib, on his part, should 
have no kick, and should even be 
able to benefit by the arrangements, 
since, if a sleeper came along, he 
could materially increase his busi- 
ness with added publicity. He would 
then have all the benefits of the 
upped take which, distribs concede, 
is due him through his showmanship 
abilities. 

Opponents of the plan among both 
distribution and exhibition person- 
nel, however, predict it will run into 
many snags that might preclude its 
ever operating smoothly. Some stars, 
for example, might mean more in 
certain territories than they would 
in others. Wallace Beery” pictures, 
for example, are heavy grossers in 
the southwest but fall flat in other 
situations. For exhibs in the other 
situations, to get a break on such 
pix it would be necessary for the 
distrib to check practically every 
picture with a different star, setting 
up his tables on each. This would 
mean, it’s pointed out, merely con- 
stant checking of each theatre and a 
reversion to the same old system. 

Cheating 

With the proclivity for cheating 
on percentage pictures already evi- 
denced by many exhibitors, some 
distribs are also afraid the exhib 
would have too good a chance to 
lower his potential fiat rental fees 
by cheating, especially during the 
time his house is being checked. 
Blind checking, of course, would be 
the answer to these fears. 


| French Deal 
Continued from page 3 


istries would have to okay the dub- 
bing licenses. 

The American embassy in France, 
on directions from U. S. State 
Department went into huddles with 
the French authorities last Friday 
and strongly supported the com- 
plaint of MPA. The French agreed 
to maintain the status quo all along 
the line but this does not settle the 
ultimate issue of whether imposing 
the regulations would be in violation 
of the Byrnes-Blum trade protocol 
of last May. 

Officials here say it will take 
about 18 months to use up the back- 
log of product more than two years 
old, except for Technicolor, for 
which the period will have to be 
longer. After that, the French would 
install their regulation against 
dubbing import films more than 
ltwo years old. 

The French also agreed that only 
ithe Film Commission of the Min- 
listry of Information would be re- 
quired to approve dubbing licenses, 
as in the past. The embassy telegram 
|'explained another point in the new 
| regulations, namely that in the past, 
jon a few occasions, after films were 
|dubbed in France, the French cen- 
sors then rejected them. Now they 
will be censored first, 

















Almost Every U. S. 
For l6m Distrib by End of 1947 


Co. Seen Ready 





“Joke’ Bow for Texas 


Austin, Texas, Jan. 14. 

Eagle-Lion’s “It’s : Joke, Son” will 
have its world premiere here at the 
Paramount on Jan. 21. Date is also 
inauguration day for Governor-elect 
Beauford Jester. 

Following the opening here, film 
will bow in San 
| Aztec on Jan. 22; at the Metropoli- 
| tan, Houston, Jan. 23, and at Dallas’ 
| Majestic, Jan. 24. 
| Kenny (“Senator Claghorn”) Del- 
| mar, featured in the film as well as 

other stars and executives of Eagle- 

Lion, are expected to be here for 
_— inauguration and premiere. 








| 


'RKO-PATHE MAKES 
EXECUTIVE CHANGES 


| Swing into full production of the 
|new RKO-Pathe New York studios 
| brought about a switch in the com- 
| pany’s top brass, giving prexy Fred- 
| erick Uullman, Jr., a free rein to set 
corporation policy while detail work 
is assumed by new appointees. Stu- 
dios will have their formal opening 
Friday (17). 

Topping the changes is the move 
of Walton C. Ament, former veepee 
and editor of Pathe News, into the 
spot as veepee and general manager, 
where he'll supervise newsreel, 
documentary and commercial pic- 
ture operations. Alfred Butterfield, 
former news editor, will take over 
Ament’s old duties in addition to 
his own current spot as promotion 
head for RKO Pathe. Meanwhile, 
William K. McClure has been named 
assistant publicity manager. 

In the “This Is America” division, 
Phil Reisman, Jr., is in the newly 
created post of editorial manager, 
overseeing scripts and writers for 
the shorts series. Ament was war- 
time chairman of the U. S. newsreel 
pool, and was named veepee and a 
director of the corporation in 1942. 
Butterfield was with the radio 
March of Time and an associate edi- 
tor of Life mag before going with 
the company in 1942. 

Company is planning increased 
emphasis on commercial and indus- 
trial films for advertising sponsors 
in the future, with probable result- 
ant de-emphasis on attempts at fea- 
ture pix. 


Mayer Puts Stable 
On Auction Block 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Louis B. Mayer, Metro production 
chief, is reported negotiating for the 
sale of his racing stables and breed- 
ing farm to eastern interests. Mayer 
is said to have declared that ruu- 
ning the bangtail project leaves him 
insufficient time to’ devote to his 
Metro interests. Reported offer is 
$5,000,000 for his properties at Perris 
Valley. Calif. 

Syndicate comprising the prospec- 
tive purchasers include Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Arden Graham, cosmetic manu- 











facturer; Warren Wright, indus- 
trialist; Ed Moore, racing stock 
owner, and Brownell and Leslie 


Combs, Kentucky horse owners. 





COMET’S ‘SUSIE’ SEQUEL 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 

Comet, headed by Buddy Rogers 
and Ralph Cohn, will make a sequel 
to “Susie Steps Out,” with Nita 
Hunter continuing in the title role. 

Picture will be the sixth on 
Comet’s program for United Artists 
release this season. 


Jesse Lasky 


Continued from page 5 


























story as closely as possible, and 
Janney leaves for the Coast next 
month to huddle with the duo on the 
final draft. Lasky said that a num- 
ber of stars might do spot appear- 
ances in the picture in the final 
sequence where the heroime is bur- 
ied, adding that Eddie Cantor had 
already proffered his services. 

Lasky deciared he'd postponed 
production of “Intermission,” orig- 
inally slated as his next picture, in 
order to get “Miracle” started. In- 
termission” now is slated to roll in 
July, to be followed by a filmization 
of John Galsworthy’s “Apple Tree” 
and “Caruso Sings Tonight,” latter 
a biopic of the late Metropolitan 
opera tenor, 





+ Bolstered by predictions from va- 


Antonio at the | 


| there will be no competitiog. 


rious foreign sales managers that 
distribution of 16m prints overseas 
will add at least 10% annually to 
foreign grosses, almost every com- 
pany in the industry will probably 
be well-started on narrow-gauge 
distribution abroad before the end 
of 1947. 


Paced by Loew’s Inteinational, 
which launched the industry’s new- 
est offspring on its foreign career, 
and RKO, which followed soon 
afterwards, both Warners and Uni- 
versal have already begun distribu- 
tion of 16m prints of their regular 
product to foreign exhibitors. Para- 
}mount and 20th-Fox, currently en- 
gaged in an intensive survey of situ- 
ations in which they plan to begin 
narrow-gauge operations, rounds out 
the Big 5 picture. Smaller com- 
panies, such as Republic and Colum- 
bia, have indicated an early decision 
to enter the program, with every 
| probability that they'll also be ac- 
| tively engaged in 16m distribution 
| before the end of the year. 

Inclusion of all companies in the 
| program scuttles the chief stumbling 
block in the path of an all-embrac- 
ing 16m venture—that of a lack of 
sufficient narrow-gauge product to 
keep 16m theatres in operation for 
a full 52-week year. Indications of 
such fear on the part of foreign ex- 
hibs were brought back to this coun- 
try by Seymour Mayer, sales man- 
ager of Loew’s 16m division, from a 
recent survey of Metro operations in 
Europe and the Near East. Pointing 
out that Metro was carrying the ball 
alone in many countries, Mayer 
noted his company was prepared to 
offer only 20 or 25 pictures a year 
on narrow-gauge stock. Because of 
the small audiences from which they 
can draw, exhibs would probably 
need at least two ahanges of pro- 
gram weekly. Without that, they 
couldn’t hope to operate throughout 
the year. 

Chief reason for the optimistic pre- 
dictions of high grosses to be earned 
by 16m distribution is that American 
distribs can reach a new and as yet 
untapped public with the narrow- 
gauge pix. Utilizing mobile units of 
installing specially-built 16m _ the- 
atres, the majors believe they can 
expand their foreign markets to 
millions of customers who have 
never before seen a motion picture 
of any kind. The Philippines, which 
has served as the guinea pig for all 
company operations, has offered the 9 
most lucrative market to date, but 
the industry is looking ahead to the 
time when conditions will permit 
them to truck the films into the 
farthest hinterlands of China, India 
and other such densely-populated 
lands. Metro, for one, has already 
teed off its program in India. 
Companies will not permit exhibi- 
tion o! sarrow-gauge prints in for- 
‘eign cities in order to protect 35m 
accounts. System is a certain as- 
suager for the the fears of 35m ex- 
hibs, most of whom have welcomed 
the idea after their first gripes had 
been overcome. Exhibitor associa- 
tions in such countries as England 
and Sweden, moreover, have even 
gone so far as to help campaign for 
the industry’s newcomer and have 
set up special regulations to insure 





Program has opened up avenues of 
entertainment for the first time to 
millions of people, and so far has 
been welcomed by these new cus- 
tomers with open arms. 








Briefs From Lots 














Continued from page 9 


Marquesas Islands to shoot back- 
grounds for “Wake of the Red 
| Witch”... .Janet Martin draws the 
| top role in “The Finger Woman” at 
Republic...Metro added Ava Gard- 
ner to the “Hucksters” cast, which 
includes Clark Gable, Deborah Kerr, 
Sydney Greenstreet, Adolphe Men- 
jou and Edward Arnold.,.Sam Cos- 
low is prepping another musical for 
Andy Russell, to follow “Copaca- 
bana,” currently in production... 
Richard Ney draws the romantic 
role opposite Gene Tierney in “The 
Ghost and Mrs. Muir” at 20th-Fox. 

P. J, Wolfson draws production 
chores on “Dream Girl,’ Para- 
mount’s forthcoming film version of 
the Elmer Rice legit play...Arturo 
de Cordova will star in another film 
this year for Jules Levey. ..Florence 
Bates inked for a character role in 
the Alexander Knox-Ann Sothern 
co-starrer, “Indian Summer,” start- 
ing this week at RKO. 
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TN his millions of Rodeo BIGGER 
fans... Border-to-Border! 
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fans... Coast-to-Coast! 


SIOUX CITY SUE 


with CHAMPION, Wonder Horse of the West ond LYNNE ROBERTS * STERLING HOLLOWAY + CASS COUNTY BOYS 
Directed by FRANK McDONALD e Original Screen Play by Olive Cooper « A REPUBLSI € PICTURE 
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House Reviews 


State, N. Y. 


Jimmy Palmer Orch (13), Jean 
Garroll. Ben Dova, Roy Smeck, 
& Joy; “The Return of Monte 

sto” (Col). 





rrent State show represents one 
of the minor lapses in the “tring of 
ong layouts the house has been 
ing. Theatre seems to display a 
ing in presentation of bandshows, 
robably because of lack of equip- 
on to properly show-off a musical 
tage layout, It's been evident dur- 
the past few times when the pit- 
band moved to the higher level. 
The podium occupant this week, Is 
Jimmy Palmer, whose crew of 13 
eems sparse both in musical calibre 
a in numbers. Arrangements 
aren't properly tailored for this com- 
aratively sparse detachment as the 
ed tries to emulate the effects of 
larger bands and doesn’t quite hit it 
ff. Palmer is a likable lad, although 
e@ displayed nervousness during 
ow caught, and baritone fluttered 
frequently. For added _entertain- 
ment, three bandsmen in fright wigs 
o “I'm a Big Boy Now” but effort is 
aa borscht-beltish to be effective 


here. : 
The rest of the divertissement has 
its moments, although there are 


occasional lapses. - The acts do com- 
paratively well, but routining doesn’t 
quite hit it off. Olsen and Joy, a 
personable dance team (New Acts) 
rovide a good opener, while 
Bova’s standard drunk turn hits the 
crowd nicely. 
Roy Smeck gives the crowd a 
glimpse of what the banjo looks like. 
bout the only place they’re seen 
hese days is in pawnshop windows 
and when Gene Sheldon and Smeck 
re working. Smeck’s opening num- 
er on that instrument gives an idea 
f why the banjo has passed into 
jimbo. Fortunately he discards it 
after the opening to work the elec- 
tric steel guitar and a uke. He’s 
irtuoso on these strings, but act 
ghows insufficient modernization, and 


meck must go into an undue 
amount of hoke to get across. 
Closing is by Jean Carroll, the 


mount of laughs with her charac- 

erization of a not-too-hep dame, 

and takeoff of a racetrack announcer. 
Jose. 


finou monologist, who gets a good 





Oriental, Chi 


Chicago, Jan. 9. 
Milt Herth Trio, Fred Lowery & 
Dorothy Rae; Paul Remos & Toy 
Bays (3), Terry & Ralph Rio, 3 
Wiles, Ray Lang Orch (15); “Strange 
Woman” (UA). 





Hedy Lamarr in “Strange Woman” 
with an “Adults Only” tag is the 

agnet that will attract them here 
for the next three weéks. However, 
ustomers will also see a vaude 
how that’s a pleaser. 

Bill opens with the Three Wiles, 
two men and gal who do a tap rou- 
ine while flashing magic tricks. Do 

me Hollywood impreshes which 
pre weak but finish strong with 

Parade of the Wooden Soldiers.” 

Fred Lowery and Dorothy Rae 

llow and register neatly. Lowery’s 

histling of “By The Waters of 

inetonka,” and “Holiday for 
trings” gets solid returns. Miss Rae 
sings several numbers to nice re- 
Sponse and closes with Lowery in 
a duet. 

Paul Remos and his midgets are 
always a crowd pleaser with their 
mart acrobatics and clever comedy. 
eavy applause is given flash finish 
of two small guys atop 15 foot pole; 
one pounding on xylophone while 
ther does acro stunts. Terry and 
alph Rio clown around with femme 
pulling a got-to-go routine a la Fan- 
hie Brice, which while old stuff, gets 
heavy yocks. 

Closer is the Milt Herth Trio, with 
ES Wavrinek on piano, and Loring 

ilmore on drums coming up from 
the pit to put on fast 15 minutes of 
Swing. Herth at the Hammond or- 
an kicks the pedals around for fine 
fects on “Dark Eyes” and “St. Louis 
Woman.” Finishes with “Shine,” 
which features sustained drumming 

y Gilmore, for plenty applause. 





Tower, K. C. 

; Kansas City, Jan. 10. 
Major Bowes All-Star Graduates 
ith Sid Raymond, Crandall Sisters 
3), Jack Murray, Jesse James, The 
rawfords (2), Chet Clark, The 
kies (2) and Tower Orch (9) 

With Jack Parks; “Land Rush“ (Col) 
and “Lone Star Moonlight” (Col). 





Unit takes over the Tower stage 
this week in place of the usual 
yariety bill. Major Bowes label 
helps out considerably at the box- 
ffice, but troupe otherwise has no 
ame value. Leans heavily toward 
he novelty side, but scores neatly 

n_ entertainment. 

Sid Raymond doubles as m.c., giv- 
ing the Crandall Sisters trio the nod 
or the opening spot. Hadn't worked 
out all the details of registering 
hrough the house mike, at the Fri- 
day night show, but not enough to 
Wether the customers. Threesome 


@é lookers, but are so-so in a duo of | 


80fgs. Jack Murray in the deuce has 


@ try at vocally imitating name 
nd insrumentalists, rating pretty 
fair on T 


*n | . i 
Ber ;name bands, but when it does, ante 


|pays off. This week, Stan Kenton | 


but missing the mellowness of sev- 
eral trumpet men. 

Crawford couple dance out their 
inning, upping the pace of the show 
with a trio of snappy precision rou- 
tines, much to the patrons’ liking. 
Harmonica specialist, Chet Clark, 
follows. Long on boogie; swings it 
solid on trio of pop songs and plays 
a more difficult Hungarian dance 
straight. 

Jess? James, Negro lad, does his 
stint on crutches; comes on whist- 
ling, winds by beating out rap-tap 
with his feet and crutches. Two 
Okies pull the stops on hillbilly 
musical instruments, and inject some 





They run the gamut of musical saws, 

jugs, rubber gloves, inner tubes and 

guitar tunes for comedy effect. 
Raymond has the closing spot for 


names such as Bert Lahr, Clem Mc- 
Carthy, Raymond Gram. Swing. 
Facial resemblance helps him in 
copying Edward G. Robinson, 


Jolson, 


Quin. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Jan. 11. 





| Christy & The Pastels 
|beth Olds, Steve 
Beauty” (20tk). 


(5); 


Evans; “Black 


| Capitol rarely shells out for top 


has the hookey gang, plus hep fans 
from miles around and a surprising 
| number of oldsters beating a path to 
a out what makes the outfit 
click. 


ments, hot jazz, and appealing baton- 
ing seem to be the answer. 


brasses, but roof-raising returns in- 
dicate payees think otherwise. 

Standouts in an unusually long 
program were drummer and trom- 
bonist individual stints, plus a flashy 
jazz “Concerto to End all Concertos.” 
Ray Wetzel’s trombone and vocal- 
ising of “Best Man” and a comic 
version of “Trees” make solid fare. 
Drummer Shelly Mann does some 
dazzling work in “Artistry in Per- 
cussion,” if the ear drums can take 
it. Kenton’s solo of “St. James’ In- 
firmary,” with heckling from the 
bandstand, pays off with plenty 
laughs. 

June Christy, sultry blonde blues 
singer, with a husky voice to match 
her looks, does neatly with “It’s a 
Pity to Say Good-Night,” “She’s 
Funny that Way” and a fast scat 
number. 

The Pastels, recent addition to 
the Kenton troupe, seem to be just 
another quintet of harmonizers. 
Group—four men and gal—do okay 
with a trio of songs. 

Fillers-in on bill are emceed by 
Kenton, who works to get them 
share of appreciation. Meribeth 
Olds is tops in her field, and does all 
sorts of twists with her body. Gets 
rousing returns for her contortion- 
ing. Steve Evans, in the comic spot, 
impresses better in a trimmed down 
routine than he did when he ap- 
peared at local nitery some weeks 
ago. Customers indicate impatience 
to get back to the business of the 
day, except for Evans’ laughing im- 
itations, which get warm reception. 

Lowe. 





Hippodrome, Balto 
Baltimore, Jan. 12. 

Murtah Sisters (3), Ray & Nardo, 
Jack Le¢gnard, Felice Tula House 
Orch (12); “The Jolson Story” 
(Col). 

Abbreviated stage layout employs 
only three entries but they are well 
selected. A bit top heavy on vocal- 
izing, combined talents nevertheless 
provide sufficient variety to make 
brief time allotment count. 

Ray and Nardo, male mimics, share 
impressions of Cagney, Barry Fitz- 
gerald, Vaughn Monroe and other 
familiars for okay starter after which 
Jack Leonard, singing comic, takes 
hold for a portion. acks out par- 
odies and comedy songs along with 
gags good for laughs. 

Murtah Sisters, trio of smart-work- 
ing femmes, lean on personality vo- 
cals and travesty treatments of “Chi- 


Burm. 


Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, Jan. 19. 
King Cole Trio, Luis Richardson 
& Orch, Ernie Williams, Edwards 
isters, e Richardson, Dusty 
letcher; “The Falcon’s Adventure” 
(RKO). 





The Earle is in for heavy business 
this week with the King Cole Trio 
show, an all-sepia bill that packed 
the customers to standing room on 
opening day (10). 

The audience was reminiscent of 
a Frank Sinatra show, as plenty of 
squeals, screams, giggles and com- 
ments from the audience interpo- 
lated the routine of the King Cole 
Trio, and a vocalist with the band, 
name of Lee Richardson. 
| Richardson is a youthful crooner 





ommy Dorsey's trombone who knows how to put over a song well-liked, 


much-needed comedy into the show. | 


| session of impersonating established | 


Stan Kenton Orch (19) with June | 
Meri- | 


Smooth rhythms, novel arrange- | 


To this | 
reviewer, band seems heavy on the | 


quita Banana” and “The Hawaiian | 
War Ghant.” Make for bill's high- | 
light and a perfect clincher. Biz big. 


with a bang. His “Lonesome Road,” 
“Don't Take Your Love From Me,” 
and “The Very Thought of You” 
garners plenty applause. 

King Cole rio pleases with 
presentation of “Route 66,” “For 
Sentimental Reasons,” “Best Man,” 
“Beginning of the End,” and a med- 
ley of excerpts from some of their 
more popular recordings. 

Edwards Sisters, a _ fast-stepping 
|}tap team, and Dusty Fletcher, 
|comic, round out the bill. Ernie 
| Williams steps down from the band- 
| stand to do a solo. 

Luis’ Richardson’s band runs 
through “1280 Jive,” “Tea for Two,” 
and “Boogie in the Basement,” with 
Richardson performing at the piano. 
Russell announced the feature acts. 
Show should play to fine biz for 
run, if opening crowd’s any indica- 

















Govt.-Maj 


it unlikely that the case could be 
heard before the summer recess, the 
legalities now say. 

Postponement of three months af- 
ter an early winter decision by the 
Supreme Court brings the industry 
into the spring of "48 before the 
system could be applied. 
many company lawyers are fairly 
|confident that the new method will 
be upset on appeal, it’s still more 

















me i delay in operation 
While | 


|than probable, it is said, that some, | 


if not all, ef the majors will pre-test 


| tion, Shal. |the bid method of selling in selected | 
—_—-— | situations before final word ccmes | 
i|down from the nine judges. Sales 
| RKO, nreggs 10 |toppers want to avoid being caught 
n, ( ° 9 > . ave ic ar ro ™ 
Duke Ellington Orch, Peck & flatfooted, and 90 days is hardly con 


Peck, Marion Cox, Freddie Douglas, 
Howell & Bowser; Kay Davis, “Noc- 
| turne” (RKO), 


but | 
also registers strongly on Cantor and | 


As usual, Duke Ellington puts on 
a wow band show—his is the stand- 
ard used in judging others—and 
takes the current big houses at the 
RKO right into camp. Supporting 
numbers gain in value on Elling- 
ton’s band wagon, too. 

Band gets off the mark from the 


numbers 


from then on _ include 
| “Happy 


Go Lucky Local,” “Mood 
Indigo,” “Sophisticated Lady” and 
others, all in rich, individual and 
inventive idioms, with the 
taking off from the piano. 
Plenty of soloists, too. Kay Davis 


| warbles “Minnehaha,” Ray Nance 
gets “Just Squeeze Me,’ Albert 
| Sears does a sax solo on “Hia- 


watha,” Marion Cox sings “St. Louis 
| Blues,” and Albert Hibbler, blind 
singer, gets an ovation for his stint. 
Thus musical part has plenty of 
contrast and interest and registers 
very big. 

Howell and Bowser, song and 
patter team, click the best of the 
vaude offerings, but Freddie Douglas, 
with sleight-of-hand novelty added 
to his dancing routine, and the slow- 
motion pantomiming of Peck & Peck 
are equally solid with the customers. 
It’s a top ranking show with pace 
and variety. 

Arthur Fiedler, conductor of the 
Boston Pops orchestra, made pre- 
sentation of Esquire’s Gold award 
to Ellington on the stage of the 
house Friday night, with kudos also 
| for Harry Carney, baritone sax, and 
Al Hibbler, vocalist. Elie. 





Circle, Indplis. 


Indianapolis, Jan. 11. 
Connee Boswell, Freddie 


venture” (RKO). 





Freddie Slack plays subordinate 
role to other headliners in this show 
at Circle, providing only background 
music for more than half the run- 
ning time, and that in one big 
lump. Result is rather one-sided af- 
fair in which Connee Boswell is a 
brilliant standout. The husky-voiced 
thrush offers 10 or 12 songs without 
a break and has customers still 
asking for more when she finally 
calls it quits. Her solid repertoire 
includes “Five Minutes More,” 
“Stormy Weather,” a lengthy “Show 
Boat” medley, “Ole Buttermilk 
Sky,” “South America, Take It 
Away” and a fine version of “Dinah” 
in which Slack provides a snappy 
boogie accompaniment at the piano. 
These, and more. 

Freddie Bartholomew impresses 
as a likeable chap with versatile 
talent in better than average per- 
sonal appearance turn. He has a 
clever routine suited to his needs 
as an ex-child star, a_ pleasingly 
rich singing voice and a clever way 
of telling a character or dialect 
story. Much of his gab is devoted to 
telling how he came to be making 
the tour, but it’s well done. His 
song, a special, is “Growing Up.” 
Leonard Barr and Helen Estes get 
a few laughs with their comedy 
dance routines and pantomime. , 

Show was handicapped at start 
when illness of Ella Mae Morse 
made last minute changes necessary, 
but soon settled down to smooth 
running order. Slack, who has his 
inning first, impresses most with his 
boogie-woogie piano style. Band gets 
fair response to “Play, Fiddle, Play,” 
|“It Had to Be You,” “This Is Always” 
and “Stardust.” Biz was moderate 
when caught Sat. p.m. Corb. 


Million Dollar, L. A. 








outset with “Just You,” and musical | 


Duke | 


Slack | 
Orch, Freddie Bartholomew, Leonard | 
Barr & Helen Estes; “Falcon’s Ad- | 





| New Acts 


| JULES MUNSHIN 
Comedy 
25 Mins. 
Cafe Society Uptown, N. Y. 

The new crop of GI comics is now 
| beginning to assert itself. The N. Y. 
cafe scene has already been given a 
\lift by appearances of Peter Lind 
| Hayes, Harvey Stone and Sid Caesar, 
}and numerous funnymen have been 





! 


| aided considerably by the added ex- 


perience of working before service- | 


jaudiences. Latest cafe entrant who's 
| made somewhat of a rep in the serv- 
ice is Jules Munshin, a minor nitery 
and -vaude performer before induc- 
tion, and who showed potentialities 
during his run in the Army-projected 
“Army Play by Play.” 

He’s completed his conversion to 
peacetime comedy with his long run 
in the current “Call Me Mister” and 
his postwar boite preem at the Bar- 
ney Josephson bistro indicates that 
he’ll do extremely well before class 
audiences. 

Munshin is a clever and person- 
able chap whose comedic efforts are 
fresh and literate. He has a hep 
line of routines with satiric view- 
points. His material strikes a fresh 
note opening with a bit calculated to 
satirize performers who make a 
fetish of their lingual abilities. He 
also. satirizes psychological films, 
cowboy songs, opera and does an ex- 
tremely funny flamenco number. 

His work is polished and he shows 
a highly developed sense of comedy. 
Currently, he’s doing the late show 
at the cafe as during the early hours 
he’s working in the legiter. Jose. 
MONS. CHOPPY & MODELS 
Novelty 
10 Mins. 

Latin Quarter, Miami Beach 


Delayed by customs restrictions on 
nis costumes, Mons. Choppy, one of 
Lou Walters French. importations 
didn’t show at opening night nor for 
a week afterward. Which was too 
bad for the show, for here is one 
of the better novelty acts to be 
brought over in many a year. 


Containing all the Gallic sauci- 
ness associated with Parisian tradi- 
tion, the artist utilizes the nifty 
show-gals backs on which to paint 
his caricatures for what he cails a 
“Marriage In Brittany.” When all 
the cnaracters from the Mayor and 
in-laws down to the bride are drawn 
and costumed (to the waist), he 
brings on the zest with the groom, 
full front and breastily funny. It 
must be seen to be appreciated. 
There is no offensiveness and all 
adds up to top novelty. 

Though not for vaude - family 
houses, the act looks a bet for any 
nitery using production gals, or for 
a Broadway musical which needs an 
extra filip. Aud reaction to the 
stint was terrific. Lary. 





OLSEN & JOY 
Dance 

10 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 


Olsen and Joy are a pert pair of 
terpers who apparently have been 
around, but weren’t caught for 
Variety's file. The duo are ener- 
getic and personable and display 
likable routines interspersed with a 
good amount of acro work. 

O&J do a jitterbug version of 
apache dance with the lad in gob’s 

arb and gal in a sexy midriff out- 
At. There are some song interludes, 
but it’s virtually a stage-wait, as 
their real forte is their dancework. 
They’re okay for vauders and cafes. 





Los Angeles, Jan. 10. Jose. 
| Carmen Cavallaro Orch (13), 
| Gloria Stewart; Doodles Weaver,| “Carioca,” “Toselli Serenade” and 


oe and Bobby; “Shadowed” (Col). 





| Piano work of Carmen Cavallaro 
is solid pleaser on this week's offer- 
ing. He participates in all of the 10 
numbers allotted orch and snagged 
sock reception at show caught. 
Opener is the oldie, “Lullaby of 
Broadway.” Cavallaro then goes 
into medley from film, “Time, Place 
| and the Girl,” in which he appeared. 


Numbers showcased in top fashion | 


are “Through a Thousand Dreams,” 
| “Oh, But I Do” and “Gal in Calico.” 

Midway, leader does special work- 
out on “Dizzy Fingers” 


“Sorrento” were others that clicked. 
Cavallaro brings curtain down on 
“Polonaise” to great palm-pounding. 

Gloria Stewart, orch canary, does 
pleasing selling job on “Temptation” 
and “For Sentimental Reasons” but 
| doesn’t shine as well on “The Coffee 
| Song.” Doodles Weaver takes care 
of comedy on bill with zaney im- 








| pressions, clicking with baseball 
| pantomine, an auto race, and his 
version 


ors’ Decree Battle 


Continued from page 5 








| sidered sufficient time to iron out 
| wrinkles in a highly complex sales 
machine. 

Big Five petition points out that 
exhibs will be protected by two 
other decree provisions on which no 
is being sought. 
Those are 8(b), which provides that 


j;each license is to be granted “solely 
upon the merits and without dis- 
; crimination in favor of affiliates, old 
customers or others” ind 8(d), 
i|which compels’ theatre-by-theatre 
and picture-by-picture licensing 
Prize Legal Puzzler 
Clarification on the prize legal 
puzzler—whether the statutory court 
intended an absolute theatre expan- 
|} sion freeze against the Big Five ex- 
i cept in the breakup of partnership 


!amendment so that 





| holdings——is 
| plication. 


also sought in the 
Petition asks a decree 
Big Five mem- 
| bers may acquire houses to protect 


ap- 


investments or to enter a competi- 
tive field. This would be in addition 
|to buying out current partners un- 


der partial divorcement proviso 


Two-year 


deadline on _ pooling 
igreements and leases in which 
theatre is turned over to another 
defendant or indie on profit-sharing 
basis is also sought in the Big Five 
petition. Situation in which majors 
in some instances have operaied 
| indie houses for many years is “in- 
|vOolved and complicated,” petition 
notes. Determination of rights fol- 


lowmeg dissolution of pools and shap- 
ing of other arrangements for thea- 
|tre operations will require the full 
| two-year period, it is claimed. 
Separate Moves 


Separate clarification moves by 
United Artists, Universal and Co- 
lumbia were not as all-inclusive as 
the Big Five petition. UA joined 
with the theatre-owning defendants 
in seeking delay in initiating com- 
petitive bidding until the Supreme 
Court has ruled. Columbia is seek- 
ing postponement not only of bid 
selling but also imposition of the 
blockbooking ban pending appeal 
determination. 


Envisioning that its program for 
acquiring showcases will be ham- 
strung by the ban on long-term 


franchises, Universal has asked the 
court to redefine its terms. Spe- 
cifically, U would like permission to 
grant franchises to non-affiliate the- 
atres in chosen spots where such 
deals will not mean restraint of 
trade. U points out that the decree 
preserves rights of defendants to 
showcase their pix in their own 
houses, and that a ban on all fran- 
chises will compel the company to 
buy houses rather than arrange for 
exhibs. 


Lightman, 8 Major Firms 
Seek Separate Trials 
In Memphis Trust Suits 


Memphis, Jar. 14. 
M. A. Lightman, his associates of 
the Malco circuit, and the eight ma- 
jor distributors moved in federal 








,of the 


court this week for separate trials 
joint suit for $3,000,000 
brought against them by six local 
indies under the Clayton and Sher- 
man Acts. 

Motions for separate trials were 
filed by Warner Brothers, Universal, 
United Artists, 20th Century-Fox, 
RKO, Loew’s (Metro) Columbia and 
Paramount; the L. & L. Theatres, 
doing business as the Capitol Realty 
Company, M. S. McCord, Edwin 
Sapinsley, Herbert Kohn and Light- 
man, 

The motions ask that the indie film 
houses suing under charges of con- 
spiracy to monopolize should sepa- 
rate their claims into separate com- 
plaints or in separate counts of the 
joint suit. 

The suit was brought by Chalmers 
Cullins, Nate Evans and E. O. Cul- 





lins, of the Idlewild theatre; Kem- 
mons Wilson, Mrs. Ruby L. Wilson 


and Louie A. Weaver, of the Air- 
ways theatre; Augustine J. and 
Agnes Cianciolo, Luciann theatre; 


James West, Hollywood theatre; E. 





R. Gillette, Bristol theatre; Mrs. Le- 
bora Cianciolo, Rosemary theatre; 
,and Chalmers Cullins and Evans as 


of “The Flying Trapeze.” | individuals formerly operating the 


| Babs and Bobby, young terp team,/} Orpheum theatre, now Lightman’s 


| display good taps. 


Male needs bet- | grst-run Malco. 


| ter costuming, making appearance at | 


that was | show caught in outsize sports jacket 
“Warsaw Concerto,” ! and slacks that distracted. Brog. 


Judge Boyd is taking the motions 
under advisement, 
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| Film B. 


fortnight is attributed to a drop in 
eneral commodity price levels. 
With the end of the Office of Price 
Administration, sending living costs 
soaring in late November, public was 
seen as frightened and retrenching 
by cutting down on theatre attend- 
ance, among other ways. As nor- 





0. Continues Strong 


(Continued from page 1) 





mal economic brakes began to slow | 


down the inflation, the panic was off 
by the beginning of January and re- 
sults started to be favorably felt at 
the b.o., as showmen see it 

Following is a roundup of film 
b.o. status in typical spots- through- 
out the country. 


L. A. Slips 10-15% 
Matinees Worst Hit 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 


| 
| 


| 


in “Razor’s Edge” for New Year’s 
week and reaped walloping grosses, 
including record $3,800 for a single 
day. 

Matinee trade continues to lag in 
all situations, although evening biz 
is brisk, with heavy accents on 
weekends. 





Strong Pix Give Chi 
Great Holiday B.O. 


Jan. 14 
Year's Day 


Chicago, 
and New 


Christmas 


| showed a fantastic all-time high for 


the city due to a record breaking 
aggregate of first run pictures. 
Lush take for the week was ap- 
proximately 470 grand, an increase of 
30% over the take for the holiday 
week a year ago. Post-holiday period 


It's generally admitted by repre- |Showed a drop to approximately 


sentative exhibs that grosses 
down slightly. 
run from 10-15%, but any slack is 
fastened on type of product avail- 
able. For example, Pantages-Hill- 
street hit a very big $192,900 for 
December, 1946, as compared with 
$133,800 for same month of the pre- 
vious year 


Difference results from the fact 
that this past December “Jolson 
Story” was screening to big grosses. 


January, 1947, will be under the 
previous year for these two houses, 
as a year ago “Bells of St. Mary” 
was dragging them in. January, 1946, 


| 


hit a big $313,300, but the two spots | 


are not expected to approach that 
figure this month. 


The two first-run Paramounts are 
about the same story, “Blue Skies” 
Erne them a big December, 1946, 

ith a total for the month of $231,600 


as compared to $177,000 for the 
previous December. January, 1946, 
aceounted for $167,000 in the two 
houses and about the same is ex- 
pected this month. 

The three Warner theatres, with 


“Humoresque,” hit a fine $262,200 in 
December, 1946, as compared to 
$197,800 for the year previous. Cur- 
rent January outlook is bright to 
equal last January’s $216,100. A 
representative Fox-West Coast unit, 
playing 20th-Fox pix, came through 
with a hefty $264,000 in December, 
’46. as compared with $173,900 in 45. 
In January, °46, because of “Leave 
Her to Heaven,” it clocked a socko 
$232.800 and “Razor’s Edge” 
figured to keep this month’s total up. 
zaiter film is playing four houses 
compared to three by “Heaven” and 
take is not quite so great. 
Weekends all over town are still 
big. but weekday trade, particularly 
in the downtown sector, is about 
10%,. under a year ago. Matinees 
are most affected by the slight slump. 
Post-New Year’s trade augurs well 
for the year if product keeps coming 
in strong. Los Angeles has always 
been known as a town of discrimi- 
nating filmgoers, so it’s less affected 
than other spots where war years 


saw public buying of most any type 
of film. 





War Plant Closings Hit Oakland 
Oakland, Cal., Jan. 14. 


Business here has fallen off consid- | 


erably, but it’s figured to be due 


principally to closing down of many | for the hinterland capital. 


wartime 
spotty. 


industries. Weekdays are 


mainly on the attraction at the mo- 
ment. 

Christmas biz was about even with 
1945, but New Year’s Eve and Day 


were 7 to 10% off. ‘ 





Everything’s Nifty in Denver 
Denver, Jan. 14. 
Film biz is holding excellently 
here. Grosses for December 
January are up from 15 to 20° over 
the same period a year ago 


Good product has contributed to 
the situation. 





Phoenix Sees New B.O. Marks 
Phoenix, Jan. i4. 
biz continues generally 
Staunch, with overall picture augur- 
ing well for 1947. 
inevitable 


Phoenix 


ber, but drop wasn’t as bad as ex- 
pected. and firstruns more than re- 


couped during first half of January. 
Orpheum 


week with “Blue Skies,” clipping 
previous house record by 23°. Film 


shifted io Palms the following week, 


run is | 


had bonanza Christmas | suburban motion picture theatres for 


early January are practically dupli- | 


are | 365Gs, which is still far ahead of 
Percentage guesses | the figure for the same period of | 


the year before, topping it by 22% 
crowds in 
houses 
Four 


so that 

grossed 
of the houses, Chicago with 
“Blue Skies,” Oriental with “Show 
ff,’ State with “Razor's Edge” 
Woods with “Best Years” did close 
to sensational business during the 
holiday week for both matinee and 
evening shows and actually had a 
return of the sidewalk queues which 
had disappeared during the pre- 
holiday slump. 


most of the 11 


and 


A couple of the houses, the Palace | 


| with “Song of South”-and “Falcon’s 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 








| 








with the average down 20° | he 
or more from a year ago, depending | fall business was brisk due to record | 


and | 


| ated 


} , 
SIOW. 


Grosses suffered | 
letdown during Decem- | 


where it also chalked up new stand- | 


ards. Fox enjoyed banner Yuletide 
sésh with “Time, Place, Girl.” while 
Vista and Palms did okay with 
Lady Luck” and “Nobody Lives 
Forever,” respectively. Fox checked 


Adventure” and the Roosevelt with 
“Never Say Goodbye.” saw 


a drop | 
in their take as against that of a 
year ago. Fall was 47% for the 


Palace and 26% for the Roosevelt. 

Increase in gross of the Chicago 
over that of 
period was 


30%, Oriental 


Nevertheless great as these in- 
creases are. they still are not as 
much as expected from such a 


strong array of top productions. 
Extremely bad weather, with snow 
storms, was a vital factor in keeping 
them down. 





Sioux City Doing Nicely 
Sioux City, Ia., Jan 


14. 
Grosses in key theatres. for 


De- 


cember and January were very sat- | 


isfactory. Christmas, New Year's Eve 
and New Year's Day were better 
than last year, though the weather 
was bad. 

There has been no general change 


in status of -matinee, evening and | 


weekend business. Subsequent runs 


have not been doing so well as the | 


keys, 





Madison NSH, Studes 
Shop for Cheapies 


Madison, Wis., Jan. 14. 
Four Fox-affiliated Ashley the- 
atres report December business ap- 
proximately 10% below that of a 
year ago. Christmas biz was slow 


and year-end take not peppy, due | 


largely to vacation absence of 18,000 
University of Wisconsin students. 

Currently the Orpheum is doing 
peak business with “Razor's Edge,” 
to hold for two weeks, a long run 
Razor's” 
two-week gross, it is estimated. will 
between $22,000-$25,000. Early 


university enrollment, but 


ests. 

Warner's Capitol business for De- 
cember was up a shade over that of 
December, 1945, and January is hold- 
ing at level of year ago. Majestic, 
Warner's second-run house, was off 
in December and is down a mite this 
month. 

Wisconsin Union Play Circle, oper- 
by University of Wisconsin, 
along with two other student neigh- 
borhood residential show houses, re- 
port tremendous weekend 
with midweek and 


business, 


matinees very 


tence. to seck 


out these campus 
uses. 
Cincy Same as Year Ago 
Cincinnati, Jan. 14. 
In this city of diversified manu- 


facturing, grosses of downtown and 


cating those of a vear ago. In De- 
cember the volume of business was 
slightly better than for the same 
month in 1945. 

Christmas week was bullish. but | 
there was a general falloff New 


Year's Eve. Attendance al firstrun 


houses is normal weekday matinees' New Year's Eve when combination ;| compared with 1945. 


.| New 
Nine new film releases pulled the | 


. n | 
improved figures. 


last year’s Christmas | 
40%, | 
State-Lake 20% and the Woods, 25°. | 


January | 
° an ° i 
is not promising, say Ashley inter-/ 


University scale at high of 30c | 
j}prompts many a GI, on $65 subsis- 


on weekends, 





; 


‘Minn. Topping Year Ago; | 
‘Skies’ Sets New Mark 


Minneapolis, Jan. 14. | 
Brisk start to which 1947 got off | 
is generating optimism here. Film 
grosses have been running ahead of 
the corresponding period in 1946, a | 
record-breaking year. One picture, | 
“Blue Skies,” 
all-time local high for straight film, | 








Radio City. 
only 


This mark, in fact, was 
exceeded on two occasions in 
the theatres early days, the 1928-29 


boom period, with vaudfilm at much 
higher admissions. One of- such oc- 
casions was the theatre’s 


opening 
week when, with Paul Whiteman as 
|the stage attraction, $45,000 


+} ] 
Cina 


liked 


was 
up 

Contrary to expectations, Minne- 
apolis supper and night clubs, with 
few exceptions, had-the biggest New 
| Year’s Eve business in their history. 

“The Glass Menagerie,” legiter at 
| the Lyceum here, pulled a hefty | 
| $14,000 for four nights and a matinee 
Year’s week. Wrestling, box- 
ing, basketball and hockey are also 
getting a big play this month. 

For the ensuing year a high level 
of employment in the territory is 
foreseen by the Minneapolis Federal | 
Reserve bank, 
construction 
set 


with 
work 
a decline in 


expansion in 
expected to off- 
manufacturing. 


Detroit Off 15-25%; 


| Dec. Particularly Bad 
' Detroit, Jan. 14. 
Grosses for December and Janu- 


ary are generally off from 15 to 25% 


from the corresponding period last | 


year. Especially disappointing was 
the December business, which took 
an even sharper pre-Christmas nose- 
dive than expected. 

The post-Christmas comeback was 


streets One exhibitor called 
two days the worst for business since | 
the race riots of 1943, 

Detroit exhibs are agreed that 
the “easy money” days are over and 
| henceforéh they will have to dig 
with the digging becoming increas- 
| ingly difficult as the year progresses. 
Fox theatre topped the December- 
| January business with “Razor’s 
| Edge” although the film failed to 
|} reach the high figures predicted for 
it. Its best week was $52,000. 

A rush to beat the change ir prices 
| from matinees to nights returned in 
| December and has been more evi- 
|dent since. A year ago the average 

patron didn’t give the price tag a 
| second thought, one manager said. 

Christmas and New Year's business 
| was slightly below a year ago, but 
these days were the only ones that 
came near meeting expectations. 








Pitt. Skids From Year Ago 


and nights and consistently stronger | 


| Work” 
| Fontaine thriller the main pull here, | 
|of course, 


|ting some biz as a result. 
jin direction of $8,500. Last week, | 
| ‘Man I Love” 








Picture 








PITTSBURGH 


(RKO}. Reissue of Grant- 
and looks like it'll lift 
house into nice dough at $3,500. Last 
week, in 6 days, m.o. of “Return of 


already has set a new | Monte Cristo” (Col) was over $2,500. 


Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)— 


roadshow or otherwise, $38,000, at | “Time, Place and Girl” (WB) (2d 
iw k ). 
}too much competish and taking it on 


Picture liked well enough but 


the chin. Poorest of the big holiday 
ix. Won't get $12,000 this week and 
only did $22,000 last, on a holiday at 
that and with a New Year's 
niter at $1 top tossed in. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-70)—“Her 
Sister’s Secret” (PRC). Brought in 
at last minute when Stanley decided 
to hold over “Time, Place, Girl” and 
push “Notorious” (RKO) back a 
wegk. Only new pic in town and get- 


(WB), on m.o., 


‘PLAINSMAN’ STAGE 386, 
PILGRIM’ 1636, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Jan. 14 
Clicks ot two new Dlls and above 
par returns on holdovers have down- 


| town houses in velvet for third con- 


| 
| 


secutive week. Albee is fronting the 
pack currently with “Plainsman and 


Lady” and Kathryn Grayson, John- 
nie Johnston and others on stage. 
Other newcomer is “Shocking Miss 


Pilgrim.” “Razor's Edge” and “Song 


| of South” are strongest holdovers 


| 
' 


| 
| 
| 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-95) — 
“Plainsman and Lady” (Rep) plus 


Kathryn Grayson, Johnnie Johnston, 


others on stage. Smash $38,000. Last 
| week, “Two Smart People” (M-G) 
plus Alvino Rey orch, cthers on 








Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 

December and January so far are 
just fair. Busines. is being concen- 
trated on weekends. Matinees are 
up. but evenings declining. 

Overall picture is a substantial 
| decrease over the same time last 
| year, although managers don't seem 





| to feel that’s a reflection of national 
|} conditions so much as local ones, 
| pointing out that the town. still 
i hasn't really recovered from devas- 
tating power and hotel strikes of 
three months ago. 





Boston Keys Up 10%; 
Nabes Below Average 


Boston, Jan. 14. 
| Film grosses here are running 
,about 10° ahead of last year in key 
;} spots, with no indications thus far | 
| of either film or legit biz dropping 
off. It's too early to tell about 1947, 
| but optimism among theatre oper- 
ators is generally high. 

Chief problem in the film houses 


has been product, rather than busi- 
ness. The Metropolitan is off as 
against last year. but did great biz 
when it had “Blue Skies,” which 
went well over $50,000 the first 
veek. RKO-Boston has been doing 
better than last year. State and 
Orpheum, both Loew’s houses, are | 
keeping up to average. Paramount, 


| Fenway and other houses are a little 
| above average, while “Henry V” did 
; solid business in 36 weeks at the 
| Esquire. “Best Years of Our Lives.” 
current at the Esquire, is doing fine 
but is off slightly at matinees. 
Biggest surprise is the Exeter, an 





indie house specializing in British 
,;pix, whieh is. clicking. Outlying 
houses, nabes, ete., however, are 
well below average this season. 
Philly Holiday Biz Blooey 


Piiladelphia, Jan. 14. 
Philly holiday biz got a body blow 


: ; | stage, fairish $22,000. 
practically wiped out when a two- | a $ 


day ice storm paralyzed the city’s | “Secret Heart” (M-G) (3d wk). Al- 
the | right 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-70) 


| 


$6,500 following fine $19,000 
second round. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 55-70) — 
Shocking Miss Pilgrim” (20th). | 
Socko $16,500. Holds. Last week, 
“Song of South’ (RKO) (2d wk), | 
sensational $14,000. | 

Keith’s (UP) (1,542; 55-70) — 


| 
“Wicked Lady” (U) (2d wk). Okay | 
$8,000 after swell $10,090 teeoff, dur- | 
ing which Ann Blyth did a p.a. at | 
one night screening linked with 
sneak preview of “Swell Guy.” 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-70) — | 
“Kings Row” (WB) and “Wild Bill 
Hickok Rides” (WB) (reissues), so- 
so $5,000. Last week, “Time, Place, 
Girl’ (WB) (m.o.), $6,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-70) — 
“Razor's Edge” (20th) (2d wk). Ex- | 
cellent $16,000 on heels of enormous 
$29,500 opening sesh. 

Shubert (RKO) 
“Song of South” (RKO). Moveover 
for third downtown week. 


Last week, “Time, Place, 
(WB) (m.o.), nifty $7,000. 


Holdovers All OK, L’ ville; 
‘Sue, ‘Brennan’ Big 76 


Louisville, Jan. 


Girl” 





Continued from page 16 


7 ] 
Eve mid- 


Pushing | 


pretty | 
weak for a holiday at barely $6,000. | 


| 
|} starting 


| and 


iwk). 


ioh 


14. | 


Grosses 








60)—"Biue Skies” (Par) (2d wk). 
Looking for healthy $14,000 after ini- 
tial week’s big $21;000. 

State (Loew's) (3,300; 40-60)--- 
“Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G) (2d 
wk). This ts a big one, and currentiy 
indicates solid $16,000. Last week 
same film came through for smash 
$26,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 40- 
60)—“Sioux City Sue” (Rep) and 
“That Brennan Girl” (Rep). Only 
inew bill the firstruns, and 
i getting strong pilav it the wicket; 
likely oi $7,000 Last week, “Sister 
Kenny’ (RKO), mild $5,500 on eight 
davs 


‘Rage’ Fine 126, Seattle; 
‘Time, Place’ (2d) $10,200 


Seattle, Jan. 14 
is rolling into seventh 
Music Box, 
record-smashing 
zas at the Paramount. 


among 


“Blue Skies” 
and final week at 


with 


after 
Stan- 
Liberty is g0- 
ing okay with “Jolson Story” 
week Fifth is 


in third 
holding “Razor's 
Edge,” following great opening week 
New Year's. “Time, Place and 

1t Orpheum for second week 
Elsewhere it's new fare 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Meuse (H-E) (800: 45-80) 
“Blue Skies” (Par) (7th week). Eight 
days, steady $5,500. Last week. swell 
$5,600 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—“Razor’s Edge’ (20th) (3d wk) 
| Great $12.600. In second week got 
| ereat $18,900. 

Liberty (J&vH) 
“Jolson Story” 
$11,000 

Music 


(1,650: 45-80)— 
(20th) (3d wk). Good 
Last week, swell $13,000. 
Box (H-E) (850: 45-80)— 
“Bedlam” (RKO) and “Wanted for 
Murder” (20th). Okay $4,000. Last 
week, “Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) 
“Great to Be Young” (Col) (2d 

Fair $4,900. 

Music Hall (H-E) 
“Rage in Heaven” 
Swell $12,000. Last week, “Show- 
Off’ (M-G) and “Phantom Thief” 
(Col) (2d wk), $8,000, okay. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 
“Time, Place and Girl” (WB) (2d 
wk). Excellent $10,200 in eight days. 
Last week, landed great $17,900. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 45-80 )— 
“Accomplice” (PRC) and “Singing 
the Trail” (Col), plus vaude. 
Good $7,000. Last week, “Roll on 
Texas Moon” (Rep) and “Lady 
Chaser” (PRC), plus stage. Good 
$7,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Undercurrent” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Okay $10,000 after getting immense 
$16,800 in opener. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
“Banjo On My Knee” (20th) Creis- 


(2,200; 45-80 )— 
(M-G) (reissue). 


45-80) 


(2,100; 55-70) — | sue) and “In Old California” (Rep). 
| Slow $2.200 in five days. Last week, 
Con- | 
tinues to rock ‘em, whammo $9,000. | wk). Bad $2,500. 


“Never Say Goodbye” (WB) (3d 


Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 35- 
50)—“Step by Step” (RKO) and 
“Holiday in Mexico” (M-G) (3d run). 


| Slow $2,800 in five days. Last_week, 


“If I'm Lucky” (20th) and “Gallant 
| Journey” (Col), split with “Monsieur 
‘Beaucaire” (Par) and “Rebecca” 
/(UA) (all third runs). Mild $3,100. 


H.0.’s are holding down the overall | 


take this week, with Strand 
firstrun in town showing new prod- | 
uct. “Sioux City Sue” and “That | 
Brennan Girl” are big. Couple re- 
issues at the Brown are making sur- | 
prisingly good showing, “Captain | 
Caution” and “Captain Fury” pulling 
‘em in. H.o.’s are healthy. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (4th Ave.-Loew’s) (1,000; | 
10-60 )-—""Captain Caution” (UA) and | 
“Captain Fury” (UA) (reissues). | 
Oldies going to town for swell $7,- | 
000. Last week, “Song of South” 
(RKO) (m.o.), neat $6,500. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) | 
—‘Martha Ivers” (Par) and “Black | 
Beauty” (20th). Satisfactory $3,200. 
Last week, “Make Mine Music” 
(RKO) and “Time of Their Lives” 
(U) split with “Runaround” (U) and 
“Black Angel” (U), about same. 


Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; | 
10-60 )—-"Time. Place, Girl” (WB) (3d 
wk). Holding up for good $6,000. | 
Last week (2d) okay $7,500. | 

National (Standard) (2,400; 40-60) | 
—‘Magnificent Doll” (Rep) and} 
‘Rolling Home” (Screen Guild) (2d 
wk). Fair $7.000 after first week's 


sturdy $10,000. 


Rialio (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- | 


of bad weather and lIcthargic cele- 


bration put a crimp in b.o. grosses | 
all over town. 

Deluxers in midtown as well as 
nabes got the brush-off from cele- 
prants Midnight shows were way 
of} 

Christmas biz and post-Christmas 
biz was okay, however, about on par 
with Christmas and post-Christmas 
of 1945. General week-end grosses 
here have been good. Week-day | 
matinees, especially during Christ- 


mas shopping period, were down 


! 


only | ‘Undercurrent,’ ‘Day’ 20G, 


. ~ 
Denver; ‘Skies’ (3d) 15G 
Denver, Jan. 14. 

“Undercurrent” with “Great Day” 
packed Orpheum to best gross here. 
“Blue Skies” still fine at Denham and 
holding for fourth week. Policy to 
run films one week only at Denver, 
Esquire, Webber reacted against sec- 
ond week for “Razor’s Edge.” Folks 
who wanted to see film tried to get 


in first week so second took big drop. 
Estimates for This Week 


Alladin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Margie” (20th) and “Decoy” (Mono). 
Good $5,000. Last week, “Timé, 


Place. Girl” (WB) (m.o.), big $6,000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
“Blue Skies” (Par) (3d wk). Fine 
$15,000 and holding. Last week, big 


| $20,000. 


Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)—“Ra- 
zor's Edge” (20th) (2d wx), day-date 
with Esquire, Webber. Poor $9,000. 


Esquire (Fox) (742, 35-74)—‘Ra- 
zor's Edge” (20th), day-date with 
Denver, Webber, 2d week. Poor $53,- 
000. Last week, big $6,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Undereurrent” (M-G) and “Great 
Dav” (RKO). Big $20,000. Last week. 
“Secret Heart” (M-G) and “Dick 


Tracy vs. Cueball” (RKO), fine $17.- 


| 500. 


Paramount (Fox) 
“White Tie and Tails” (U) and “Dead 
of Night” (U). Okay $9,000. Last 
lweek, “Scandal in Paris” (UA) and 
'“Spook Busters” (Mono), fine $11,000. 

Rialte (Fox) (878; 35-74)—‘“Time, 
Place, Girl’ (WB), after week at each 
| Denver, Esquire, Webber. Okay $5,- 
1000. Last week, “Nobody Lives For- 
lever” (WB) and “Wife Wanted” 
(Mono) im.o.). fair $4,500. 
| Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Ra- 
| zor’s Edge” (20th) (2d wk), day-date 
with Denver. Esquire. Fair $3,000. 
Last week. big $5,300 


(2,200; 35-74) 
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dshow Deals 
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which states that defendants are that a distrib couldn’t force a mini- 
“enjoined and restrained from ex- | 
panding present theatre holdings in | 


any manner whatsoever.” Fixing 
minimum admish prices thus does 
not become a problem, since UA is 
its own exhibitor and has no agree- 
menis to make on this score. 
Decree makes no mention of road- 
shows at all, thus impliedly forbid- 
ding them. A second brake the 
prohibition against fixing minimum 
in contracts, 


is 


since 


adn on prices 
an upped b.o. tap 1S virtually fun- 
damental to roadshow 

In addition to UA’s plans David 
O. Selznick rep last week stated 
flativ that his outfit would road- 
show Duel in the Sun.’ He said 
it e company was an indie and 
not torically guilty of any of the 
acts which the decree aimed to cor- 
rect, DOS felt free to go ahead with 
the two-a-day policy. Likewise, he 
gaid that in consultations with the 
Dept. of Justice it was indicated 
there would be no opposition. 

Attitude and Vigilance 

It was agreed by all attorneys, as 
a matter of fact, that the whole 
bu ess of roadshows hinged on the 
attitude and resultant vigilance of 
the D. of J., and it might well be 
the Government had no objection 
whatsoever to the special runs if 


indies weren’t harmed th€éreby. On 
the other hand, there will always 
remain the danger of an. indie suing 
for triple damages on the basis that 


re je being iur y such a policy | . , : 
he is being injured by such a p Y| would be meaningless in everything 


in a competing location. 

Problem of minimum b.o, levies 
was getting most attention from the 
legalites, with a couple explanations 
prevalent of what could be done in 
this regard. One attorney suggested 
that nothing in the decree pro- 
hibited a distrib from 
minimum bid he'd accept for licens- 
ing his film while knowing full well 
that the price he was asking would 
force an exhib to up his admish. 

Another Blackstone declared 
court “didn’t mean” that the 
mum admission fee couldn't be 
placed in the contract, but meant 


= ——_ 


the 
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MIAMI BEACH 
OCEAN FRONT © 40th to 4ist Sts. 
Reservations Invited » Walter Jacobs 


HOWARD 
HOBBS 


Executive Administrator 
USO-Camp Shows — ETO— 


MTO—now en route from Eu- 
rope after three years abroad 
sends greetings to his many 
friends 


























in~ show business. 
Temporary headquarters, 8 
W. 40th Street. Future plans 
indefinite. 
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154 West 46th St. New York 19 





mum on an exhib. There was noth- 
ing. however, he said, to stop the 


exhib from volunteering, and_ in- 


|serting in the licensing agreement. 


stating the | 


| 


View 


mini- | 


|they are of proportidns important , 
enough for abandonment is for a 
court to decide in a declaratory 


| judgment, 


| (which 


“Duel”) 


| the 


that he'd charge 
and-so. 


no dess than so- 


How, the attorneys were asking, 


could a distrib know which was the 


highest percentage bid without 
| 


knowing what the various bidders 
were going to charge at the box- 
office. If Theatre A with 2.000 seat 
ind Theatre B with 2.000 seats wers 
oth offering 35° of the gros ob 
viously tl 1dmission price would 
8) i importa factor. they potnted 
ut 
Sit a A f< the 
Big Five UA oct of lea 
es n larified by their re 
yuest las week for modification of 
the clause in the decree prohibiting 


expansion 
any 


of 
case, whether 
leniency in this 
acquisitions or in 
minimum 
roadshows 
stay 


theatre holdings. In 
through greater 
clause on theatre 
interpretation of 
aGmission clause, 
appeared to be here to 





UA-Duel | 





Ge Continued from page 3 





company, Selznick Releasing Organ- 


ization, to handle his pictures, so it 


was known that last week’s tender 


but a legal way. 
Who Walked Out? 
Point on which Davis’ firm con- 


curred with Raftery’s opinion is that 
UA’s whole dispute with Selznick 
revolves around the critical point of 
who walked out on the contract first. 
Chaplin and Miss Pickford main- 
tain, of course, that Selznick did, but 
by refusing to handle “Duel,” in the 
of the aitorneys, UA would 
give the producer a great chance to 


maintain the reverse. 
Acknowledging that UA might 
have a case in its claim that Selz- 


nick breached his contract in selling 
package deals to RKO, the attor- 
neys pointed out, nevertheless, that 
under the law a breach or several 
breaches are not, per se, reason for 
abandoning a contract. Whether 


the lawyers asserted, and 
decision to abandon the pact 
included not accepting 
was called. “rash.” 

30-Day 
UA’s reversal of its original reso- 


UA's 


Clause 


| lution to withhold distribution from 


“Duel” was okay legally and did not 


| leave it open to a suit by Selznick— 


say 
pany 


the lawyers—in 
under 


that the com- 
its distribution contract 


| has 30 days in which to “rectify vio- 
|lations and comply with this agree- 


ment” after notice of alleged breach- 


tes has been served on it. 


against 


Selznick has 
the 


filed 
Chaplin 


suits 
and 


already 
company, 


| Miss Pickford, asking for a total of 








| will 


| Kenneth 


| othe 


| nique) 


$13,500,000 in damages. 


Davis’ law firm, after finally 
agreeing to represent UA, appears 
destined for no more than a con- 


sultant’s role. since the battleground 
has since moved from New York to 
the Coast. Selznick’s suits were filed 
in Los Angeles and UA’s likely also 
be instituted there. As a re- 
sult, a Coast outfit likely will! be 
chosen this week or next to actively 
represent UA in the courts. Just as 
in N. Y.,-it very probably will be 
a firm that hasn't before been close 
to the film business. 





‘Lady’ Lensing 


Continued from page 9 


who told Vaniery he'd suggested 
the technique to producer 

MacGcew and Wesley 
Ruggles as far back as 1933, but 
both scoffed at the idea. 


Co 
use ofl 


al 


further than the 
inventors, Littleton developed 
thesis titled the “subjec- 
technique,” which he 
attorneys In August. 
outlines in detail 15 
variations of the method, with a 
note that “in view of the fact that 
the public has to be reeducated to 


Going a_ step 


a 24-page 
tive filmin, 
filed with 
1944. Thesis 


his 


an appreciation of the final forms to | 


which STF (subjective filming tech- 
can be developed, it is 


| perative that a definite order of pre- 


the various types be main- 


senting 


tained.” 


im- | 


| Groucho’s ‘Ziegfeld’ Offer 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


Groucho Marx, currently playing | 


in “Copacabana,” goes to New York 
on completion of the picture 
huddle with the Shuberts on an cf 
fer to star in their forthcoming 
“Ziegfeld Follies” on Broadway. 
While in New York, Marx will 
confer with Norman Krasna about 
his new play, “The Middle Ages.” 











_ Prod. ‘Escape’ | 








Continued from page 9 


101 in the east a les iemand- 
. than in the Ve 
I do not cry depre or bu l 
VY be prepared Lo ) ne 10 
to 1 nol lL leve I { 
+ a 


Homeoffice Exees 
Scoff at Exhib Threat 


TI of Trueman T. Rembusch, 
boata member of Allied States, that 
inle Hollywood reforms its film 


production method 

to the east 
by industry 
Moves 


twards 


production 

vould move 
at 

executives 


coast, were 
homeoffice 
to shilt 
have alw iV taller 

point out fo! the 
that no eastern 
facilities for film-mak- 
ing that can be found in Hollywood 


scoffed 


produc- 
on ea 
through, they 


simpie reason LuUdIO 


offers equal 


Newest and _ most - completely 
equipped New York siudio the 


RKO-Pathe 
only 


studio in Harlem 
for “average” 
pictures by admission of Pathe execs 
themselves, and several Hollywood 
producers who've glimpsed the new 
setup have expressed doubt that it’s 
big enough for ny major film. 
Attempts to produce feature-length 
| pix in other N. Y. studios have never 
succeeded, with the Paramount 
Stages in Astoria the only ones prob- 
ably la enough for large-scale 
production, still in the hands of the 
Army 

Rebutting Rembusch’s accu 
of “Hollywood wastepots,” home- 
office execs cited the fact that most 
major studios had already embarked 
on large-scale retrenchment pro- 
grams, with Metro in particular 
leading the way with attempts to 
slice production costs all along the 
line. Rembusch apparently failed to 
take into consideration, they declar- 
ed, that costs have practically 
doubled during the last several years 
and not even the most economically- 
minded producer today can predict 
with any degree of certainty 
whether he'll be able to bring his 
picture in under the original budget 


estimate. 


large enough 


ree 


ations 
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seles. and Esquire, Boston. Each of 
the houses is getting a top of 
$1.80, which in Goldwyn’s viewpoint 
proves that the public is not only 
willing to pay for “significance,” but 
pay well. 

Goldwyn sees his argument proved 
primarily by the manner in which 
the picture has built. It opened Nov. 


299 at the Astor, for instance. and 
did a first week's gross of $52,236 
Last week, its eventh. the week 
yllow ne lid l lid $52,976 
That was Oo $5,000 
> 634 it did tn I 
ich included tl New Y 
pe ( } He tl { ct I le 
Yea lid ¢ 
F i 5 
) € re pp \ 
Opening 
Week Total Day Saturday 
] $52,236 $6,799 $Y 829 
2 49.436 7.464 9 716 
3 43.697 5,888 9.180 
4 40.753 §,322 8.799 
a) 44.229 4.537 6.691 
6 57,634 7,657 9.255 
7 52 976 8.059 10.256 
Asto uffered at the teeofl 
2.40 to} for evenil 
TT t wa ( t+ dow to $1.80 ; the 
$2.40 reserved fo Saturday eveé 
ings only, tmproved results being 
seen almost immediately at the b.o 
Pic length, limiting it to six show 
a day, of course, severely cuts down 
the maximum potential of the 1,300 
seat Astor 
Pic opened at the Woods, Chicago, 
Dec. 18 (Wednesday) and the story 
has been pretty much the same 
|! Here’s the tabulation: 
Opening 
Week Total Davy Saturday 
l $44.819 $5,305 $7.011 
2 50.896 +7,200 7.963 
3 50,031 19.137 7.664 
4 *46,000 6.303 


(*Estimated.) (*Xmas Day.) (iNew 
Year's Day.) 
While 


equally 


geles. 


b.o. results have been 
good in Boston and Los An- 
situation is different 
being roadshow! 
Most significant 
in which the 

up, latter increasing 


inasmuch 
as pi 
cities 
manne} 
built 
along. 
Beverly, L 
gives two 
Sundays, 


both 

the 
. 

Saie 


right 


IS in 
factor is 
ady ance 
has 


A.. 
shows 
when 


has 850 
each day, 
there are 


and 
except 
three. 


seats 


from page 9 





| ‘Years’ Refutes ‘Problem’ Pix | 





Evenings are $1.80. matinees $1 and 


$1.25. Film opened evening of Dec. 
25 and first week did $16.782. sec- 
ond week $16.159 and third week 
(current) an estimated $16,000. 
Esquire, Boston, is a 941-seater and 


gives two shows every day, includ- 
ing Sunday, at $1.40 and $1.80 even- 








ings and $1.20-$1.46 matinees. Pie 
likewise had a Christmas night open- 
ing there and did $12.216 for the 
first ek, $12,394 for tl second 
ind itting ft al A h 
pacity. fo 
} 
Next openil ) I 7 
is it the Colo M 
100 Pi 
IX In '47 
—— Continued from page 3 —— 
M-G is next, since 9-10 are lined up 
first quarter release. Other major 
plans are as folloy UA ven or 
syht; Paramount and RKO, seven 
eacl Warne: 20th and Universal, 
x each 
Eagle-Lion has definitely set three 
x for first-qua1 PRC 
l ll filn thi Oo ire 
esterne I Vionogra lu 10 
eleas and Republic for five fea- 
ture: and four western 
Newly launched industry decree 
will not affect the releasing pace, 
ale toppers say. Impact of single 
pic selling has been absorbed during 
the long period between the court’s 
decision and the handing down of 
its final expression in decree form. 
New gimmick, bid sales method in 


competitive areas, doesn't go into ef- 
fect until July 1, 1947—if then-~and 
therefore won't slow down first-quar- 
ter releases. Pace may 
ably, however, sales toppers say, if 
untried sales method does become 
effective at the summer's outset. 


bog consider- 





Mr. Exhibitor: Investigate 
Filmack’s NEW Prevue Trail- 
er Service before signing any 


trailer contracts. Write, wire 
or phone Filmack 1327 S. 
Wabash, Chicago 5, Ill. and 
receive full details. 
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Spangled Banner.” Big Three 

, pictured via newsreel shots. 
“Roosevelt Story,” which will run 

80 minutes, is now being edited for 


are 


CRAWFORD GARFIELD 


in the New Warner Achievement 


“HUMORESQUE” 


with 











Dennis MORGAN 
Jack CARSON 
Janis Paige © Martha Yickers 


in Warner Bros. Hit 


“The Time, the Place and 
the Girl" 





























release in late February. As with OSCAR LEVANT In naa nat i 
“Beginning or End,” it has the Roose- J. CARROL NASH wiht 
ath Seales Pre Elliott secant Directed by Jean Negulesco Vaughn MONROE 

' edite “ye ‘ tant. It’s | Produced vy Jerry Wald AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
was an editorial consultant. It’s be- |] greadway at Plus 
ing produced by Martin Levine and 51st ome HOLLYWOOD A BIG STAGE REVUE 
Oliver Unger in association with Broadway at 47th Street STRAND 
Harry Brandt. Major release is De=+ | cine —_——- 
ing sought. RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL —— - 

Negro actor Canada Lee will be) + Nicatestation Sunken + JAMES CAGNEY in 
among the narrators. Theme song, és ae 4 ‘ISRUE MADELEINE’ 
“Toward the Sun.” has been com- ; TILL TH CLOUDS 3 
posed by Earl Robinson and Lewis} + ROLL BY 7 A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
Allen for the film. 3 With 13 BIG STARS z Plus on Stage—GRACIE FIELDS 

Roosevelts gave Metro compara- in Technicolor An M-G-™ Picture Extra! ARTHUR BLAKE 
tively little headache on “Beginning Spectacular Stage Presentation , 

i. ith Ave. & 
or the End.” atom bomb story, but | . ROXY 30th Si. a 
the White House requested that the4 en oialatle 
scene in which President Truman is | — Dovid 00 os 
repicted be reshot with a different | Young ‘Niven- Great as drama, lively andlovely 
actor. Roman Bohnen played Mr. » as comedy” SUN 
Truman in the initial version and ~ HAL WALLIS possctio 


was replaced by Art Baker, a radio 
announcer. Final okay on the pic- 
ture \ viven last week. 


Okay “Beginning” 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Metro drew the official nod from 
the White House and the War and 


Navy departments for release of the 
revamped version of “The Beginning 
the End.” which deals the 
atom bomb. First version was 
turned down because President Tru- 
approval of the dropping of 
A-bombs on Japan was not treated 
seriously enough 

In the remake. Art Baker replaced 
Roman Bohnen in the Presidential 
role, and Edward Earle subbed for 
Harry Carey in the part of Charles 
| Ross, Presidential secretary. Bohnen 
was unable to resume his role be- 
|}cause of another commitment, and 
Carey was ill at the time of the re- 
shooting. 


oO} with 


a1)" 
man's 
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“CALIFORNIA”’ 


tn Technicolor 
A VParatmount Picture Siarring 
Kay MILLAND, Barbara STANWIACK 


Barry FITZGERALD 


George Coulouris. Albert 
Anthony Quinn, Frank Faylea 
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NAB Board Nixes Net-AFRA Plan, 
Local Outlets Tangling Miller; 
+ Move Widens Breach in Industry 


San Francisco, Jan. 14. ¢ 

Tempers are still flaring over the 
manner in which the NAB Board of 
Directors at 





What About Radio? 


its three-day session Austin, Jan. 14, 
aye F pony & Oe a — Radio as an occupation has 
pee ee a , been overglamorized, a group of 
works in refusing to go along on 





educators were told here as they 
were discussing the future of 
radio at a Univ. of Texas confer- 
ence on radio and audio visual 
education. 


the proposal for a 16-man industry- | 
wide committee to study the AFRA | 
Siiuation., 

If anything, the board meeting | 
served to point up anew the widen- 





jing breach within NAB ranks be- Sherman T.awton, radio direc- 
tween the networks and the local tor of the University of Okla- 
stations. But beyond that, the fact homa. told the group: “Radio 
that the directorate slapped down has been overglamorized. There 
prexy Miller in nixing his proposal are’not as many jobs in radio as 
for a committee of network, local students think, and the jobs in 
and national AFRA, as well as local radio are not as well paid as 
station representation, left a de- most students think.” 

cidedly sour note. It was the AFRA 


The conference agreed that a 
student entering the field of 
radio needed to study history, 
government, journalism, speech, 


impasse that consumed most of the | 
| 


emotion and time at the three-day | 
parlay, 





KL2Z’s Triple- Threat Announcer 


BILL JONES 


Bill is one of KILZ’s ace news- 
easters and, in addition, emcee’s two 
KLZ shows and does character parts 
in KLZ dramatic productions. 

KLZ, DENVER. 


Hill Pot Boils 








The networks, whose chieftains | 
struggled for weeks to effect a work- | 
ing compromise with AFRA, feel | _ 
that the NAB, in refusing to go along 
with the proposal for a committee 
so as to acquaint the stations with 
AFRA's problems and AFRA with 


the station problems, has put the | NAB Nods lo BMB, 
But Where's Coin 


networks in a position where AFRA 
For New Survey! 


can throw a “bad faith’ tag back at 
San Francisco, Jan. 14. 


them. 
The networks in drawing up ne- 
The Broadcast Measurement Bu- 
reau got a vote of confidence from 


drama, psychology, advertising 
and the arts and sciences, 








gotiations with AFRA had promised 
the industry-wide study, with Miller 
giving the go-ahead to the plan. The 
webs were anxious to avert a strike 
and succeeded, obtaining a year’s 
grace on the “secondary boycott” is- 
sue pending a full study. Nor were | 





the networks oblivious of the fact| the NAB Board of Directors in| 
that, during the 12 months of grace, | session here last week, and before 
Congressional legislation (such as| adjournment the directors started 


Sen. Ball’s proposal last week which 
would reduce such negotiations to a 
purely local level) might automatic- 


| the ball rolling toward a second sta- 
| tion measurement survey. But ap- 
| parently there’s a little question of 
ally nullify the validity of any such | money that'll have to be solved be- 
“secondary boycott” issue. |fore a new yardstick is undertaken, 
That’s why the web representation | not to mention finding new tech- 
on the NAB board did a burn last | niques. 
week when the board—in language It appears that BMB has prac- 
that implied that it didn’t care’ tically exhausted its $1,250,000 on the 
whether it meant a strike or not but | initial nationwide survey, and it’s 
that the local stations didn’t want | reported that there are only suffi- 
any truck with AFRA and its pro-| cient funds to carry the BMB 
posals—wound up by naming a com- | through to April. The NAB board 
mittee of its own. This was inter- | adjourned without approving an 
preted to mean that the whole thing | okay on going to the stations to re- 
would get tbe brushoff treatment; | J] the cash till, and since the Board 
that nothing further would come of | jsn’t scheduled to meet again until 
it. 4 | May, by which time the new survey 
At worst, it méant that AFRA, on! would have to get rolling, the budget 
the “bad faith” premise, could de-| problem seems to be in a state of 
cide to open up again the whole | qux. 
matter of negotiations. At best, It could well be that 10 or 15 of 
AFRA could take the position that | the larger stations will agree to ad- 
it isn't particularly vital what the | vance their share of the coin, which 
NAB board does since the four net- | would be enough to carry BMB 














With FCC Hope 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

Several signs point to a speedy 
White House appointment to fill the 
vacancy created by Paul Porter's 
resignation from the FCC. 

For one thing, powerful GOP 
Senators Wallace White and Owen 
Brewster of Maine, saw President 
Truman last week to boost their 
candidate—Marion Martin, of Ban- 
gor, Me., former head of the women’s 
division of the Republican National 
Committee. White is chairman, and 
Brewster a member of the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee, 
several of whose members have pro- 
posed an FCC investigation and for 
new radio legislation. 

On the same day, FCC Chairman 
Charles R. Denny, Jr., was called 
over to see Mr. Truman, presumably 
to talk over potential candidates for 
the vacancy and the fate of FCC on 
Capitol Hill this session. Denny 
turned off all queries on his visit 
with a terse “no comment” but did 
say that Mr. Truman could appoint 
a man or woman of any political 
complexion he chose under the 


mission is made up of three Demo- 
crats, two GOP’ers and one inde- 
pendent. The law merely limits 
membership to no more than four 
of one party, which means the Presi- 
dent may appoint either a Demo- 
crat, a Republican, Independent, or 
what have you. 

Another Martin rumor was re- 
vived again later in the week with 
a report that she met Friday (10) 
with FCC Chairman Denny. Her 
appointment would aid FCC in stav- 
ing off an investigation, and prob- 
ably would help the agency in stop- 
ing a GOP cut in its budget, already 
below what is needed to staff FCC 
with enough lawyers and engineers 
to process the record flow of appli- 
cations, 

Meanwhile, it was speculated, that 
Mr. Truman may hold out for a 
Democratic appointment. In this 
case, a Democrat “lame duck” Sen- 
ator is the most probable bet. For- 
mer Sen. James Mead (D, N.Y.) 





Syrup Sweetens Ride 
For ‘Hop’ on Mutua 


“Hop Harrigan,” last sponsored on 
more recently a sustainer on Mutual, 


web by Taylor Reed on behalf of | 
its Koko Marsh syrup. Sponsorship | 
gets under way Feb, 3 with an ap- 
proximate 40-station hookup. 

Taylor Reed will pick up the tab 
three days a week (Monday, Wednes- 
day and Friday) with a_ contract | 
proviso that show remain on sus- | 
taining the other two days without | 


works have agreed to the terms. The | along. 
a yl rege could well be that | Despite the NAB voicing of com- 
each of the four webs, reciating | ati rork alr ‘ 
the problems, will ake’ codiaulted Se tnaas Ca eaeenied” that eet 
sovisory ‘boards “and ‘teams | etnias willbe applied to a see 
ohparad ond survey, to satisfy BMB critics. 
he Frank Stanton, CBS prexy; Frank 
’ = | “Scoop” Russell, of NBC; and J. O. 
'Maland, of WHI, Des Moines, re- 
Int] Radio Gets |signed from the board, latter be- 
|cause of illness, Succeeding them 
j}are J. H. B. (Jimmy) James, of Mu- 
tual; Hugh Terry, of KLZ, Denver; 
D Wh and H. M. Beville, Jr., of NBC, lat- 
_ter filling Maland’s unexpired term. 
Increase of interest in interna- 
tional radio as result of the United 
Nations, postwar problems, etc., has | 
brought about the scheduling of a | 
series of 15 lectures on international | 
broadcasting this winter at the New | 
School for Social Research in New 
York. Believed to be the first ex- | 
periment in this field, series will be. 
conducted by Arno Huth, consultant | 
and author of several books on inter- 
national radio. 
Series will be given weekly for 
two hours, Tuesday evenings, start- | 
ing Feb. 4, and will cover political, 
social and economic aspects of broad- 
casting, structure of broadcasting in 
various countries, international net- 


leads the candidates here, and is 
| conceded a good chance of winning 
|two-thirds vote necessary for con- 
| firmation in the GOP-controlled Sen- 
jate. Former Sen. Hugh Mitchell (D., 
| Wash.), was reported offered the job 
; but refused. Another Democratic 
{name in the picture is that of ex- 
Congresswoman Chase Going Wood- 
house (D., Conn.), who refuses to 


| comment on the source of her sup- | 
ABC network by General Foods and | Port. 


Senator Homer Capehart (R., 


will be bankrolled over the latter | Ind.), has acknowledged endorsing | 


Thad Brown, Jr., a radio attorney, 
whose father served on the FCC in 
the early °30’s. 


Coca-Cola Retrenches 


Further, Downey Off 


. , . Mutual has lost enother Coca-Colz 
works and programming, radio and | benefit of local co-op sponsorship show ropes os pa ay satin 
propaganda, ete. Guest speakers will deals. bow-out with “Spotlight Bands.” 
also be used for part of the evening, | | Paces Simei deemed Wi ae | Morton Downey's “Coke Club on 
guests lined up already including W It 0K f ? ° 5 Mutual five days a week endave,. 
Benjamin Cohen, UN: Kenneth Fry, | aier eerie S$ VUlZ po | Fridays. 12:15 D. oe going off “ 
sary sti Wee: Lon —* UN;| Walter O'Keefe makes his come- the end of this month. Reason for 
len , man ‘YSON,’ back in radio via the CBS daytime | tl cit, say® sor,. is 
CBS; and Douglas Ritchie, British fhe pon Sea See See SERRE). SS ae 


present FCC membership. The com- | 


Information Service. 


JORDIE McLEAN BACK 
Jordie McLean, radio and legit 
e@ctress, is back in New York ail 


audience participation show, “Win-|sugar shortage, which has affected 


ner Take All.” 


He moves into the quizmaster 


'spot next Monday (20) succeeding | 
Bill Cullen. “Winner” is heard cross- | 


the-board in the 3:30-4 o'clock slot. | 


Coca-Cola sales. 

Downey's show has been on Mu- 
tual two years, and before that was 
on the former Blue (ABC) net. 


Downey will do personal appear- | 





FM Hits Fast ‘This Is If Stride 
With Washington Confab of Assn.; 
Real Production, Shows Now Seen 





FMA and NAB 


Washington, Jan. 14. 


Parallels between NAB and 
the new FM Assn. are already 
being drawn. Not to be outdone 
by NAB, FM’ers started out by 
electing a former judge as their 
prexy. He is Roy Hofheinz, a 
Texas broadcaster, who at 21 
was the country’s youngest 
judge—a county judge in the 
Lone Star State. 


Like NAB, FMA will have a 
standing liaison committee with 
FCC and has an invitation from 
commission chairman Charles 
R. Denny, Jr. to lunch with FCC 
members on a regular basis. 
A similar agreement was reached 
with NAB last October in Chi- 
cago. 

What's more, NAB is showing 
of willingness to co- 
operate with FMA to promote 
the new radio service. This week 
NAB coincident with the first 
meeting of FMA, distributed to 
its members a brochure on 
“How to Promote FM.’ 


signs 





Commission Spurs 


FM Broadcasting: 
Mulls ‘Duopoly’ 


Washington, Jan, 14. 


FCC moved on three fronts last 
week to speed up the process of get- 
ting FM stations on the air, and to 
clarify the duopoly picture in both 
FM and television. 

The commission first named Feb. 7 
as date of oral argument to decide 
when FM and television applicants 
may or may not own two or more 
stations whose service areas over- 
lap. Commission said the rule which 
forbids one licensee from owning 
more than one standard broadcast 
station in any one community is 
comparatively clear. However, some 
21 FM bidders are held up on grants 
until FCC decides whether they may 
have two FM stations close by, with 
service areas that partially overlap. 

Only similar situation in television 
is Crosley Broadcasting Corp.'s bid 
for stations in both Dayton and Cin- 
cinnati, O. The FCC hopes, Chair- 
man Charles R. Denny, Jr., said in 
an address last Friday (10), to fash- 
ion a “consistent and intelligent” 
duopoly rule to apply to all radio 
services, 


On another front, FCC opened the 
door to requests for metropolitan 
type FM stations in towns not -as- 
signed Class B channels under a 
tentative allocation plan released in 
Dec.,, 1945. Commission said it has 
no intention of rearranging its 1945 
allocation plan, but will entertain 
requests for a shift in channels 
wherever there appears to be a need 
for FM service, 

FCC’s final move was to encourage 
holders of FM construction permits 
to go on the air with temporary, 
makeshift equipment pending con- 
| struction of their stations and de- 
j livery of their high-powered trans- 
| mitters, Commission said that such 
j interim operation “is important in 
| the interests of providing FM pro- 
| gram service at the earliest possible 
| date.” Authorizations for such tem- 
| porary operation will be issued for 
| 90 days, and FCC will check the 
progress of the regular construction 
before reissuing them. 

Denny warned FM’ers, however, 
not to try to make the public believe 
| they were getting the best there was 
in FM with this temporary equip- 
ment, He urged applicants to go on 
| the air with as much power as possi- 
| ble, particularly in the big cities. 


James Quits FCC 


Washington, Jan. 14. 
H. Irvin (Red) James, assistant to 
FCC’s general counsel and former 
| assistant to Commissioners C. J. Durr 











Washington, Jan. 14. 
First get-together of the brand 
new FM Assn, got off to a rousing 
start here last Friday (10) with 309 
FM enthusiasts in attendance, and 
FM inventor Edwin Armstrong and 
'FCC Chairman Charles 


R, Denny, 
| Jr, acting as godfathers at the 
christening. Over 100 new members 
paid out their $100 yearly dues in 
the course of the Hotel Statler 
| meeting. 

| Four pioneer FM booste von 
|offices in the new organization, 
| Roy Hofheinz, KTHT-KOPY (FM ), 
Houston, was elected president; 


| Everett Dillard, consulting engineer 
|with FM stations KOZY, Kansas 
City, and WASH, Washington, D. C,, 
vice-president; Arthur Freed, execu. 
tive vice-president of Freed Radio 
Corp., treasurer; and Frank Gunther, 
|Radio Engineering Laboratories, 
| Se cretary. J. N. (Bill) Bailey be. 
| comes executive director of FMA on 
iFeb, 1. 

“Promotion from within the in- 
idustry is all that is needed to put 
|FM out in front in 1947” was key- 
note of the FMA meeting. The ses- 
| sions were sparked by attendance of 





lall six FCC commissioners ith 
| @hairman delivering the keynote ad- 
dress. Also on hand were Rep. Clar- 


;ence Lea (D., Calif.), former head of 
|\the House Interstate and Foreign 
|Commerce Committee, and Sen, 


Edwin Johnson (D., Colo.). member 
of the Senate Interstate Commerce 
| Committee, Senator Charles Tobey 
| (R., N. H.) author of a resolution to 
| probe FCC’s FM allocation, was 
| scheduled to attend but was detained 
iby a last minute committee 
ing on Capitol Hill. 
|'the FM sessions were: 
700 by Xmas 

Denny reaffirmed FCC's support of 
FM as the finest aural broadcast 
service, prédicted 700 stations on 
| the air by next Christmas, and told 
| FM broadcasters their toughest and 
| most important job of the moment is 
| selling dealers on the advantages of 
{FM. Denny acted on a suggestion of 
{Arthur Freed, manufacturer, and 
said the commission would distribute 
monthly lists of FM station grants 


meet- 
Highlights of 





to set-makers to aid them in sends 
| ing their receivers into FM-rich 
markets. 

“Don’t turn FM over to the ad- 
vertisers,” Denny urged his lun- 
cheon audience, reminding them 


FCC stood by its Blue Book charges 
that AM radio is over-commercial- 


(Continued on page 38) 


Clears Fear 
Foggy Future 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

FCC’s high hopes for FM as re- 
flected in its proposal for clear 
channel broadcasting on the AM 
band of the future may dynamite 
ambitions of the bigtime, big city 
AM’ers to continue raking in the 
dough, . 

The FCC is expeeted shortly to re- 
lease its own plan for clear channel 
operation and, with its avowed 
reliance on FM to replace AM in 
the big cities, the clear channe!] men 
are fearing the worst. The FCC 
blueprint will be released in time 
for the final round of hearings due 
to open the latter part of Februa’y. 


Some industry prophets say FCC's 
plan may center entirely around the 
use of FM stations to cover the 
populous east, including the radio- 
poor South Atlantic states. In the 
Rocky Mountain area, on the other 
hand, the commission is supposed to 
favor use of superpower AM stations 
to cover the wideopen areas. FCC 
is rumored ready to go along with 
a Clear Channel Broadcasting Serv- 
ice proposal for 750kw power in this 
section of the country. But fear }S 
that use of superpower stations 1" 
the Mountain states may require 
surrender of favored: channels bY 
networks and big city operators 1D 
New York City, Philadelphia, e'c¢. 

Although no final blueprint has 
been drawn up at FCC, clear channel 
representatives are already prepar- 
ing an attack on the alleged coverage 
of FM stations. They will marshal 
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cured after a bout in Saranac. 


CBS %ad_ originally auditioned | ances, going into the Wedgwood | 
She’s resumed her radio contacts |OKeefe for a nighttime show, but Room, N. Y., this week (17) for a’! 


interrupted couple of years back. /|it didn't pan out. | four-week stretch. 


and Paul Porter, leaves FCC Feb. 1 
to set up a private law practice in 
Monigomery. 

James came to FCC in 1941. 


facts to show that FM ‘wervice areas 
are overestimated and FM cannot be 
| counted on to reach rural areas NOW 
tserved by AM east of the Rockies. 
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SEE STARS IN THE 





-_ 


tatus of Heller 


= 


Seen Next On 


AFRA Agenda; Lotsa Gripes on Tap 


With a half dozen loose ends still 


dangling—most of them in the West 
__the networks and American Feder- 
ation of Radio Artists are, never- 
theless, practically ready to sign a| 
new series of contracts to replace 
those that expired last Oct. 31. And, 
with that done, the AFRA national 
council as well as leading members 
in various key chapters are re- 
portedly ready to turn to the next 
major point on the agenda, which is 
the status of national exec secretary 
George Heller and his type of AFRA 
Jeadership. 

Inquiries are going to be made 
into what happened to Heller’s 
promise to divorce himself from his 
doubling in brass as executive chief 
of both the national and New York 
chapte! gripes will be voiced | 
on allegations that he is too dic- 
tatorial: and above all he will be 
challenged on why he built the 
AFRA-net negotiations on a basis 
of strike threat when, it’s said, the 
other side was quickly convinced 
AFRA wouldn't strike at any cost. 

These matters, however, are being 
held in abeyance, for the sake of 
union unity, until the new codes are 
inked and the other loose strands 
gathered together. 

Trouble spots on the West include 
refusal of Seattle stations to go 
along with the networks’ acceptance 
of the proposed new national codes; 
slowness on the part of Earle C, 
Anthony of KFI, Hollywood, in 
discussing the new terms with the 
local AFRA people; and_ the 
threaiened withdrawal from AFRA 
of sound men, 

Sound men have been unhappy 
for weeks about the deal they are 


«Continued on page 38) 


Mutual's Moppet 
Mob in Chi Meet 


An effort to establish a common 
approach to a strip of five shows, 
each handled by m different agency 
for a different sponsor, will be made 
by Mutual at a meeting to be held 
in Chicago tomorrow (Thursday) to 
consider the web’s late afternoon kid 
shows. 

With “Hop Harrigan” now sold on 
Mutual for Koko Marsh, the net- 
work’s moppet parade will be con- 
tinuous from 4:45 to 6 p.m., the 
shows in order being “Buck Rogers,” 
for General Foods; “Harrigan”; 
“Superman,” for Kellogg; “Captain 
Midnight,” for Ovaltine; and Tom 
Mix, for Ralston-Farina. 

The agencies handling these shows, 
respectively, are Benton & Bowles, 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt, Hill Blackett, and Gardner. 

Dorothy Kemble, director of the 
net's continuity’ acceptance, has ar- 
ranged the Chi meeting at which 
reps of all the agencies will toss 
around the content of their shows, 
commercials, contests and offers, 
promotion, ete. 

In addition to Miss Kemble and 
the agency reps, those attending the 
meeting will include Mutual prexy 
Edgar Kobak, and Ade Hult, net's 
veepee in charge of the midwest. 

This is believed to be the first 
time that those responsible for a 
strip of shows similar in audience 
penetration, although differing as to 


OLICES, 





| Parade,” both plugging Lucky Strike, 





Just Like Old Times 


Bob Hope and “Fibber and 
Molly” have moved back into 
1-2 position on the Hooperatings 


on the basis of advance tallies, 


Allen, 24.9; Lux Radio Theatre, 


eee 


AFTERNOON | 





WHEW SETS 
NEW PATTERN 





With more and more talk being 





ABC Net Tightening Money Belt 
As Noble Experiment Faces 1947 


| With Shifts, Cuts, Curtailments 


} 





bandied about in the trade as to 
i where the future pattern lies for | 
idaytime radio and what will take 


} 

} 

. . 
jit out of its present day doldrums, 
| sponsors 
i 
' 


: are cocking an attentive 
both shows copping a 30.2. That’s |}ear in the vicinity of Ithaca, N. Y., 
a new listening high for the and the commercial daytime opera- 
season, tion that’s been promulgated by 
Jack Benny, who led the Top |WHCU for the upper New York 
15 on the previous (Jan. 1) tally State listeners 
with a 27.5 rating, is in the No. 3 WHCU, a CBS affiliate. signs off 
slot w ith a 29.05. Other advance daily at sundown. And like many 
Hoops include Charlie McCarthy, another affiliate. the station takes 
27.4; Red Skelton, 25.4; Fred jand off the line and transcribes 


23.8, 
reenter a 


Lucky Strike’s 
‘Operation Com! 
Joins Coast Trek 


American Tobacco Co, has finally 
decided to save itself a cool $100,000 
a year by 








switching its 
“Operation Commercial’ from New 
York to the Coast. The 100G has 
been the tab for the N.Y.-to-L. A. 
line charges on the three American 
Tobacco shows, Jack Benny and “Hit 


and the Frank Morgan program on 
behalf of Pall Mall. 

Decision to move the auctioneering 
F. E. Boone-Speed Riggs & Co. west 
stems, of course, from 
all American Tobacco 
originate from the Coast. 
it was intended to keep the commer- 
cial origination in New York because | 
Foote, Cone & Belding, agency on 
the tobacco account, wanted to re- 
tain complete control of the com- 
mercial copy in the New York office. 
The tri-hammered plugs have been 
subjected to the same painstaking 
production as the shows themselves, 
with pre-broadcast recordings, play- 
backs, etc. 

Even with the commercials going 
West, plan is to continue putting 
them through a platter rehearsal 
sufficiently in advance so that the 
recordings can get a final New York 
okay. Boone-Riggs Co. shove West 
on Feb. 1 under present plans, 

Meanwhile, F-C-B agency con- 
tinues in the process of overhauling 
the Saturday night “Hit Parade” 
format, with a rotating guest vocal- 
ist policy getting the final nod. Dinah 
Shore has been set, with Betty Hut- 
ton, Dick Haymes and Judy Garland 
also being lined up. 


oo | 


LaG. Looks Good 
To Labor, Co-op 


Things began looking up _ for 
Fiorello H. LaGuardia last week in 
his new co-op Mutual network deal. 
The anticipated emergence of labor- 
cooperative groups into the radio 
sponsorship picture on a large scale 


shows now 
Originally | 





bankrolling and agency handling, 
will have got together 
their common problems, 


Mpls. Radio News Famine 


Indianapolis, Jan. 14. 
While some cities are getting 
more coverage in their newspapers, 


this town is down to only one radio 


column, the one by Martha McHat- 
ton on the News. 


The Times had no columnist of 


its own, but ran a paid ad in the} 


form of a column sponsored by 
WFBM. Latter has now cancelled 
that ad. 


The Star has dropped the Molly 
Star column, and uses no radio news 
at all now. Irony is that the Star 
iS owner of the local NBC affiliate, 
WIRE 


to discuss | tet i 
ishape, with the Farmers’ Co-opera- | 


| tive of North and South Dakota buy- | 


has already started to take definite 


ing the LaGuardia 15-minute weekly 
splurge of 


bank- 


ishow on a 


| farmers’ cooperatives 
! rolling air time. 

| There was a deal cooking for the 
Amalgamated Bank in 
buy the LaG. stanza on the McCor- 


six-station 


into 


mick WGN station in Chi, but the 
deal looked cold as of last week. 
Nevertheless, labor groups around 


the country are reported as setting 
their sights on the commentary pro- 
gram aimed at co-op sponsorship. 

LaGuardia bowed in on Mutual 
Saturday. Jan. 4, with a check cur- 
rently being made to determine how 
many affiliates are picking up the 
program. 


five-man 


| Reader's Digest,” and Tuesday after- 


| 
the fact eo 


Chicago to} 


and plays it back later. But going 


ja step further, WHCU has evolved 
|}a programming pattern of sponsored 


shows that virtually transfers night- 
time listening appeal to daytime au- 
| diences. In place of the usual after- 
soap and par- 
ticipation the has 
punctuated its daytime*skKeds with 
the big-league, after-dark coin 
production and with increasing 
evidence audiences prefer it 
that way. 

The station has wrapped up deals 
with the sponsors of half a dozen 
nighttime CBS shows and has sold 
them daytime space on WHCU. 
Three of these, “Sparkle Time,” 
(Canada Dry), Ginny Simms (Bor- 
}den) and Durante and Moore 
(Rexall) are slotted on Saturday 
afternoons, with the 
| Station has managed to put together 
'a 90-minute afternoon segment of 


ioon audience 


Sagas 


shows, station 


top 


that 


top nighttime radio. In addition | 
the station has sold Friday after 
noon time to Hallmark for “Radio 


noon time to Frigidaire for ‘Holly- 
| wood Star Time.” 
New Daytime Appeal 


time shows can be played daytime, 


| providing there are enough of them |! 
which is | 


to set a program pattern, 
; what WHCU has effected on Satur- 
day afternoons, And it saves money 
for the sponsor on billings. But of 
top importance to the trade is the 
fact that such programming appeals 
to daytime listeners, 

The segue-to-daytime on major 
league programming was inaugu- 
rated by the station when daylight 
saving faded out (station is on until 
9 in the summer). The sponsors ap- | 
parently are satisfied that it’s pay- 
ing off. In the case- of Borden's, 
the commercial copy has_ been 
adapted to the new audiences, with 
the local announcement plugging 
chicken feed that’s right down the 
farmer's alley. 

Station also airs the Bing Crosby 
Phileo show on Sunday afternoon; 
the Arthur Godfrey “Talent Scout” 
show on Thursday afternoon; and 
|has reserved a Wednesday daytime 
islot for the new Norman Corwin 
“One World Flight” series. 

That more and more attention is 
being paid to evolving a nighttime 
pattern of radio for the daytime has 
been reflected of late in the holiday 
programming on the networks, with 
sponsors now joining in the parade 
of top flight talent spotlighting be- 
fore dark. 


Prof. Morgan, Kyser’s 
Kollege Run Into Rating, 
Gubernatorial Jams 


Frank Morgan hopped into New 
York from the Coast for a one-day 
quickie last week, with the visit cued | 
to reports that American Tobacco 
!Co, may wash up Morgan's Wednes- 
day night NBC show. Both Morgan 
and the sponsor have been reported 
for some time as unhappy over the 
show's audience pull. 





The Morgan-Pall Mall program is 
, bracketed with the Kay Kyser-Col- 


| . . 

| gate show. From all indications, not | 
all’s serene on the Kyser front, 
either, and the Ted Bates agency. 


which handles the Colgate account, 
is said to be wrestling with the prob- | 
lem of keeping Kyser happy. 

Situation is believed in some quar- 
ters to stem from Kyser’s anxiety to | 


get his campaign started for the Gov- | 


result that the | 


To the sponsor it means that night- | 


i serial, 


for another 


Parr’s Censorship Squawk 


Looks like the Jack Parr comedy 
buildup via the Vaughn Monroe 
Saturday night, CBS, Camel show 
has hit a censorship snag. 

Parr yesterday (Tuesday) asked 

{Tom Luckenbill, of the Wm. Esty 
| agency, which produces the show to 


release him from the _ program, 
| which he joined as a regular only 
|last week after a couple of previous 
| guest shots. Parr claims that 

|}agency’s censorship of his scripts 
“impossible.” 


WJZ ‘Capture’ 
Reverses Trend 
Of Key Stations 


yt 


Esty agreed to a part- 


Ways 


Exit of John H. McNeil as man- 
ager of WJZ, the N. Y. flagship of 
ABC network, with the web decid- 


ing to merge the station’s operation 
' with ABC departmental activities, 
has occasioned considerable surprise 


not only in New York but in indus- 
|}try circles in general. For ABC's 
| decision comes at a time when the 
entire trend of key station opera- 
| tion is toward autonomy and away 
ifrom too close identification with 
the network. } 

On the other hand, WJZ reverts 


to the status of a station completely 
dependent on the network for pro- 
gramming, etc., much in the manner 


that WNBC ‘then WEAF) was be- 
ing fed NBC programming right 
| down the line, 

| In the five years that McNeil 
| headed up the station's operation 
since the web’s divorcement from 


NBC, WJZ's autonomy in terms of 
local sales (distinct from share of 
network income) paid off in billings 
that spiraled from $600,000 to more 
than $2,500,000 a year. 

McNeil is taking a vacation, then 
plans entering the FM-tele field. 
Murray B. Grabhorn steps in as 
manager of WJZ, increasing the 
;number of specific assignments held 
| by Grabhorn to five. He is 
manager of the net’s o: & o. stations, 
head of spot sales, chief of the co-op 
sales dept.” and head of station sales. 

Don Rich has also bowed out as 
| publicity director of WJZ, which 
|} now operates out of Earl Mullin’s 
office. and several other resigna- 
tions are reported pending. 


Let Me Take You 
Out of All This 


Mercedes TeCambridge, one of 
the most-in-demand radio perform- 
fers in New York, whose income in 
| recent years has spiraled into the 
| $25,000-$30,000 annual bracket. has 
decided to chuck it all to live in the 
West Indies with her husband, Wil- 
liam Fifield, and their five-year-old 
son, John. 

Miss McCambridge, who has been 
acting in radio for the 
vears, also made a 
excursions into the legit 





past nine 
number of 


theatre, all 


has 


with discouraging results. While she 
herself has been singled cut by the 
crix for standout performances, all 


the legiters wound up as flops. 
Currently Miss McCambridge is 
prominently identified with the 
role of “Big Sister,’ daytime 
and is aiso acting in “Inner 
Sanctum,” “Thin Man,” “Gangbust- 
ers” and “The Falcon.’ At one time 
she’s circuited all the 
air faves, daytime and nighttime, 
emanating out of New York. 

She quits N. Y. the end of January 


most 
lead 


ernorship of North Carolina, which | and heads for San Juan, where her 


; has been in his craw for a long time. 
6 


; husband will write a book. 


the | 


also | 


@ The ABC network appea to be 
going through a general tighter g 
up process—financially and other- 
Vise—cued to an overall “watch and 
See attitude on the part of Ed Noble 
& Co. as to at 1947 n the 
ofting 

It's regarded as one of the vief 


factors in bringing WJZ. ABC's key 
station in New York, back 


into the 





Samish’s Status 


Despite denials from the ABC 


archy., don’t be surprised. is 


fron authoritative 


: ABC 
chimed in wit gorous 
and anno. 
nent of Samish t a] hy | 
Samish to also hea p 
but the Samish dai 
on the 


need appr 


television, 


vorce is said to be upcom- 


ing agenda. 





web fold and dissolving its autono- 


mous Operation. But the tightening 
up is embracing even wider areas, 
The resignation of Keith Kiggins, 
who was veepee in charge of station 
operations until a year ago, when 
John Norton stepped into the .spot, 
is also viewed as part of the new 
modus operandi pattern Kiggins’ 
duties in the past year involved that 
of a general troubleshooter for the 


web. His future plans appear to be 
indefinite but he may open his own 


agency in the near future. 
Meanwhile there's considerable 

speculation as to ABC's role in the 

television picture. The web execs 


Say they are switching the emphasis 
in 1947 away from programming and 
into exptoring the 


engineering po- 


“Pacific Story 
Headache to N 


NBC is thinking hard these days 
about folding one of its top, wartime 
| public service shows, but execs can't 
agree on whether the war is over or 
not. Show concerned is the Sunday, 
| 11:30 p. m., “Pacific Story.” 

One reason, reportedly, for the 
hesitancy is that nobody in _ high 
quarters at NBC is anxious to start 
another “Words at War” squabble 
from which, it is still felt, the net 
came’ out second best through pub- 
|} lic reaction against closing out that 
show. 
| “Pacific Story” has been on the 
air since shortly after Pearl Harbor, 


when the net was convineed that it 
ishould help dramatize the impor- 
tance of the Pacific frqnt at a time 
when most American ‘eyes looked 
toward the European war front. 
Since V-J Day, the show has con- 
tinued, being kudosed as one that 


contributes to the peace. 

One high NBC exec feels definite- 
ly that “the war's over” and that the 
Sunday slot should be devoted to 
other matters. The net, it’s under- 
stood, will not make the mistake it 
did with the “Words at War” time 
which switched to music. This 
time, plans are under way to revive 
a solid public service 
haps putting on the air 
old “Unlimited Horizons” 


Was 


Stanza, per- 
again the 


show. Lat- 


ter was a sock sustainer done pre- 
war with the help of six Western 
universities, dramatizing  scientifie 
advances. 

As of this week, the tentative 
schedule is to drop “Pacific Story” 
as of the end of this month. But 
word has got around, emanating 


that this show 
the network is 


chiefly from the Coast. 
is threatened, and 
moving cautiously. 
| As one exec phrased it: “We may 
drop it anyway, but were not going 
to get caught in any charges that 
‘we're not interested as much in the 
peace as we were in the war.” 
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FCC Freezes Applications in a Be 
To Break Bottleneck on AM Bids 


+ Washington, Jan. 14. 


30 RADIO 


N. Y. Indies See Thackrey Technique 
As Applied to WLIB a Potential Threat 
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New York City’s indie picture, al- * 


ready splotchy with a multiplicity of 


Hires Title Switch 


FCC has clamped a three-month 


: MW ows? . De freeze on the filing of standard 
sation: “which, range fon dead| Gillette's Hialeah Deal broddea epplicetics “ia, & sna 
further complicated last week when| Gillette Razor Co. is going to - Because a number dl = effort to catch up with its heavy 
Mrs. Dorothy S. Thackrey took over |sponsor two Hialeah Park race tions plan doing a delayed broad-| backlog of AM station bids, Com- 


managership of WLIB, | 
she owns. She's the third | 


personal 
which 


broadcasts on the Mutual network, 
both to be voiced by Bryan Field. 


hanging out the co-op shingle to woo 











cast later in the week of the Hires 
“Sunday Party” show after it moves 











mission announced it would consider 
no requests for standard stations 








general the station has had in a year. | Events are the Widener Cup Race, over from ABC later this month, | fled between Feb. 7 and May 1, but 
Jackson Leighter. latest incumbent | Feb. 22, and the Flamingo Stakes N. W. Ayer Hires-CBS execs went | by May hopes to have acted one way 
as WLIB prexy and g.m., resigns of- Race, March: 1. into a huddle this week on switch- | or another upon all of the applica- 
ficiallv as of Feb. 1 30th shows will air on those dates, | ing title of the program. tions for AM operation now in its 
Mrs. Thackrev’s assumption of the | both Saturdays, 4:30-4:45 p.m. Deal It's been changed to “Here's to | gles 
general managership (plus the pres placed by Maxon agency. ‘Ya. The idea is said to have originated 
dency) of WLIB was seen by the re: a with FCC Chairman Charle R 
trade as opening the possibility that ‘ . e ‘ . | Denny, Jr., and met with approval of } 
that station, which had been losing Guedel Keeps Party : Siacasles Fat Man Nets Fat most industry engineers at a pre- ' 
coin, might make a real run for it ‘ | D AR I EGA | liminary conference last week. FCC 
money in the next year or so. Thi () CBS D GE Bo “Variety (Dec. llth) this M | ABC N t will continue to accept AM bids of 
would be true, especially if the nl espite Ww, Fb at, gate ALM that Lang- | orse to € all kinds until Feb. 7, but any receiv- 
station gets the FCC’s green light for | H . B . C Worth’s 400 station platter-net was Vj 9G 0 ll N t ed after that date will be placed in a 
extending its present daytime op- | oping to ait ol enthusiastic in its praise of la vera u pending file and not acted upon until 
eration into the night hours, and for| 4,4, Guedel. who owns the “House | D'Artega’s we Mey Sage Meccseen ABC’s sale of its “Fat Man” sus- | May. 
bene i Hy pot BiB es watts day- | party” package on CBS, has changed | ee ‘the aubainanacnsten! ' telaphonedl tainer to the Norwich Pharmacal Co.| FCC said it has managed to keep 
sar gern angge i a rari , his mind about pulling the show off | py artega ... heard the concerto and | represents a neat coin turnover for | abreast of the simple station re- 
me eer cet oe . poe the network until a new bankroller | signed contracts same day. Concert | the web, which gets a fat chunk on | quests, but has 188 applications 
Mi s. Thackrey took that — out is found. General Electric bowed out | orchestras throughout the world will | both time and talent in view of the | involving complicated engineering 
of the red a few years ago. he | of the sponsorship picture last Fri- | feature it. fact that the Dashiel Hammett show | which. in the normal course of 
paper lost $1,250,000 ” 1940, ag os day (10), and originally Guedel said | LANG-WORTH, INC., NEW YORK | js an ABC package. things, stand no hope of decision for 
a money-maker now. Since then, |... o dice” to efforts by CBS to keep | Deal involves an approximate another nine months or a year. Many 
she has extended both aa hews~ | the show running in the 4-4:25 after- | @ $9,000 weekly talent-time nut, with | of them have been on file for a yea! 
paper and _Tadio properties, — noon slot on a co-op basis. But, at the | the web cashing in on both ends, | Bottleneck is lack of staff, FCC ex- 
ownel of KLAC, Los me vee last minute, Guedel gave the go- | 0 iS and grabbing itself a reported 10% | plained. 
ot tad mp Be ramen ree sgytth — ahead sign to the web, with the re- | ? take on the package in view of the| 1, the Feb.-May freeze period 
ceotine in ame York tb. ary sheets epee PE arery, fact that it developed the show as rcc will accept only applications to 
The manner in which “WLIB has around si0use Party’ stayed intact, Pro & Con AVCO | sustainer over many months. Ham- | modify permits which it has specifi- 
been chopping heads of late has ir- on a sustaining basis, with See: | mett reputedly was getting some- | cally requested, or those which do 
| 


ritated many among New York’s in- 


lawyeis. doctors made up next 
Jargest group of FM bidders. Six 
labor unions are represented in FM, 
but only one bidder is found in the 
eutertainment field, . ‘ 


Jennings, producer of “Married for 
Life.” The week after that (1) will 
try out a new quiz show based on 


the Richard Pack-Joe Ranson book, | 1430 ke and increase its power from | belon 
jthe present 250 watts to 5,000 watts. | Co, 


“The Seven Arts Quiz.” 











| St. Louis—WIL has applied 
FCC for permission to change its 
broadcasting frequency from 1230 to 


where around $3,000 for 


{ing immediate competition in burg 


only 9,000. KTYL is also 250 watter. 
| operating on 1490 kilocycles. Outfit 
gs to Sun Valley Broadcasting 


the show | 


not involve change of power, fre- 


| broadcasting plans for the forth- 


} 


to which is geared to population of |CoMing season. 


It's expected that the absence of 
| Dean, with his continuous slaughter- 
ing of the King’s English. will raise 


ja row among local baseball fans. 





‘al « kr l rs. in ea gd i ; 
die radio people. Some feel that “ an yn terwid dur th aaa * under non commercial Suspyess, but quency, or hours of operation. 
the station had used some experi- aes Sacre eee ee | his fee, too, moves into fancier digits. | i 
ise deal b BR sont apy “ae it | Year sponsored the show three days V0Ca es ] | “at Man” moves into the Friday | First Come — ( 
asled pers i Work up FCC pres- a ‘week, snd a aco other two days it lat 8 slot. It was formefly heard| Commission said it will continue 
entations for higher power, FM, etc., ee ee ory es Minneapolis, Jan. 14, | Monday nights at 9. | to act periodically on applications 
firing them when they were n0/|)) 1 Ge station acceptance and|..2° bids for 75% of stock in ae OOP, Bigs Diana filed prior to Feb. 7 during the freeze 
longer needed for such purposes. pa built 2 peers Larne it | KSTP appeared here to be stirring | RADIO EXECS CLUB JOINS period. Procedure on complicated 
Thackrey Technique Pays or eae ne a etter page parser Ai lup a civie controversy. After a/| engineering applications will prob- 
Fact is, however, that, regardless in betain that nent Bi sans the GE | 8TOUP of Minneapolis and St. Paul | | ably call for channel surveys, with 
of the justice or injustice of these cheshignial i oom gay me "e cg businessmen had made a bid coun- | IN HUNT FOR TALENT oldest applications taken up first, 
feelings. Mrs. Thackrey has shown cials € oas Sorina” that of Bhanléy ‘Sabbard ; |} and studies made of all conflicting 
4 ; : ’ : coast client comes along, rather than | oe Re ? pong An effort to improve live program- | pidg t . shi 
in the past that she knows how to. iy president and founder of the station, | _;, 1 especial! help devel yids on the same channel. 
pyramid losses into neat profits. | **” aera a ah who owns the remaining 25% of |. 2 ..: » tabank ale be 2 eater | The freeze policy is expected to 
And the trade was watching care- stock, arguments began to pile up hh been, Broreseres he . wise 1 Se. | have little impact on FM, Denny 
fully to see just what she would do CLEVE. MELTING POT "ee . > ‘ as * | the Radio Executives Club of New | ait  eintee O8- end ‘devidion 
with WLIB A. G. Bush, vice-president of | York through a new contest to be; ’ bie ete a ‘ . 
oli Se ga - oe Minnesota Mining & Manufacturing | announced at this week’s (16) meet- a o_o continue: to be filed. 
An interview with Mrs. Thackrey GETS WGAR SUSTAIN ‘. CAPS , apisy | Commission has always kept abreast 
Sg wee agi Pig NEY Co., revealed in a letter printed by | ing by prexy Robert D. Swezey. ee the dn a 
in her penthouse office atop the N.Y. reas ‘oa : of these applications, through it hag 
ee ila; eeu : Wii a ; St. Paul Pioneer Press that another; At this meeting, tomorrow (Thurs- ties ‘ ae 
Post Building showed her to be a Cleveland, Jan. 14. group of industrialists had approved | day). tl National Laugh Week taken several months to decide FM 
woman with plenty of business savvy A new ublic service program.'|.__, EEE Re Us ay), 1e auione 4 . sts it apres 
who, at the same time, is deeply in- afte. Ss - Pr ome = pose deal by which Hubbard planned to Foundation will present an award to | contests in the big cilles. 
terested in the theatre and looks on! the problems of racial difficulties. purchase the stock, previously held | the best postwar comedian developed : the Commission also released with 
radio, as she says, “primarily as js making its appearance over by two estates. | during the last year. Harry Hersh- | !'s freeze announcement a list show 
showmanship.” WGAR Scheduled Se un for olaht Hubbard's bid would be financed | field will emcee these proceedings. | ing status of all ‘Standard broadcast 
Mrs. Thackrey has angeled two sisakainiei’ wouke ths choc dean by Aviation Corp., owner of the Swezey’s idea, however, is to go | @PPlications on file. ~It showed 820 
profitable Broadway productions in| tizes problems in the city’s racial Crosiey Booadcasting Corp., AVCO | beyond comedians, to embrace vari- | Cases still to be decided, a figure 
her time—“Dead End” and the cur-'and religious backgrounds without retaining option to purchase the | ous types of talent, from singers and slightly under earlier lists put out 
rent “Call Me Mister.” She is also| pulling punches. stock from Hubbard at an increased | musicians to actors. The contest, | '" July and October. 
a heavy investor in the Playwrights Dave Baylor, program manager, | *!'*: at | open only to local New York sta- | ee ee ee 
Co. At the same time, she knows and Frank W. Baldau. director of .. DUS" Said his group, assembled to | tions (with network flagships eligi- | . 
raclio, not only as an operator, but, the city’s Community Relations discuss financing of Hubbard’s bid, | ble only for talent used on non-net | St. Loo Looks for Row ‘ 
she insists. as a listener. Board. thought up the die Sidney had voted he accept the AVCO deal | airers) will allow each station to | , 
One of the few people to come out yincent is the author, ‘and John | because it provided, in event of ex- | make a maximum of six submis- As New 506 Cards Deal 
openly in defense of the much- saunders producer. Supporting the | ercise ef option, that Hubbard be sions. Deadline will be April 30. 
criticized soap opera, Mrs. Thackrey nraject ate the Sewish Community }retained as chief station executive | Submissions will have to be plat- Ni ° 
insisted there was nothing wrong Council: Urban League, National | f°" a period of at least 10 years | ters, and judging will be done by a 1XeS IZZY as a er 
a ee ee tag a Council of Christians and Jews; and Qe were iit he | Jury of radio editors. The winner | St. Louis. Jan. 14. 
enitial : . Ss beiIns ‘the National Assn. for the Advance- , faye s er _ . Only the pecu- | will receive the club's official award, Ruthrauff & Ryan, through Oscar 
andled. ag ee ment of Colored People. iar regulations of FCC prevented plus a cash prize of $250. Zahner, local v.p. for 25 years, last 
The soap operas,” she said, “were bene a closing of the deal at that time... . | Hope is that if the contest indi- week tied up the Cardinals baseball 
swell during the war. -It’s. since . ° Hubbard has been responsible for | cates there’s a possibility of hypo- | ¢ . : satis 
then that they've gone down hill, Sinatra Exit Ma Cue | development and growth of the st i y tal Fy re] : t it will bry Raa cae Boas gece ybbecime mean 
becoming mystery stories and deal- y ° lea ’ g ng e sta- ing new talent development, it will | of the 154-game 1947 schedule. both 
gee . ys ig ~o n . | . tion and has done much for the | become an annual event, at home and on the road. Falstaff 
s orms of life ats unreai- N ¢ b S| ABC community. .. .” | REO Fe EE Smee Che iegtelaien: au. ; 
istic. Soap opera could be im- | ew ros y ot on | Bush implied that had his group | [tse } ra ee anes 
proved, and I hope- it will be. Let ‘Possibility of an early Frank disapproved the AVCO deal, it would Doughter Into L&aM N.Y. pra! a. den baseball gabber 
the kids on the serials be brats— Sinatra bow from his CBS Wednes- | have made an effort to supply finan- | ‘ ; &§ the forthcoming ——- 
(Continued on page 38) day night show for Old Gold last cing itself. Subsequently, he said, | Managership Vice Mullen f Harry Caray and “Gabby” Street, 
sig = week cued speculation on whether | he was asked to joi inn ememen 4 ormer big league player and man- 
| Bing Crosby’s ABC show will move pete dre: Koodo Barto Reshuffle in Lennen & Mitchell ager, have drawn the gabbing as- 
AM Licensees Pa ers down to 9 o'clock if Sinatra goes out. but refused in view of his faith in | radio dept. puts Thomas P. Doughten | signment for the third consecutive 
. ’ p When Crosby was signed up by | Hubbard and his belief that pur- in as manager of the New Y6rk year for Grisedieck. It is reported 
if § D i FM: Philco, dope was that he refused to| chase by the group would mean | office. He succeeds Bill Mullen, re- | that the Cards will receive approxi- 
if till ominate in ’ let the sponsor or network spot him | Hubbard's .eaving the station signed. Doughten takes over the | mately $50,000 from the suds maker 

} ‘ opposite Sinatra, feeling that such P business end, with Mann Holiner for the exclusive contract. 

i Only 19.27 Brand New opposition would do neither of them Band of Ridders | continuing to head up production | Zahner, who arranged an eight 
| Washington, es any good. , er seeenbetngee' other critics of the s pots — on —_- a - station web in Missouri and Illinois 
fi tii niet biped onl tenon. Now the 9 o'clock Wednesday spot businessmen's bid were pointing to ee . ; - er, it's strictly a | for airing the local ball games last 
ii bapers still 166m as majority’ grouse | °" the ABC net is becoming vacant, 2 Possible finger-in-the-pie on the | !!- Joast L cM setup today with | year, said the number would be in- 
4 fa FM. FCC revealed th F tet the current incumbent, “Ann of) Part of the Ridder family, which the two Old Gold shows, now that | creased for the forthcoming season. 
t! Bier ated In ie fates' Scotland.” bowing out nex reek |OWNS a number of newspapers, in- “Mr. and Mrs. North” is off in New | ' . 

Fi “Ss : ' Riche ; " Fd ext wee Rapers, ° 
f of a series of status reports on FM a Judi . York | It also was announced that KSD, 
; vutenstel Ueie (22). That would leave the time cluding the St. Pal Pioneer Press ork. owned and operated by the St. Louis 
' Castalia Sail tinh ies of Wabi open for Crosby and Philco, if Sina- and Dispatch, and an interest in sta- | Reon +g has been with L & M | Post-Dispatch (Pulitzer) will tele 
pens eee gers "pay | tka vacates. tion WTCN. since 1944 as asst. to exec veepee|. 8 — : nl 
end, there were 901 bids for FM cnt A BE | One of the group o. bidders, it |Ray Vir Den on the Old Gold ac-|‘,°*, Some of the local games. The 
Operation on file. 603 conditional im: ’ ° was pointed out, is W. F. Johns, | count. He'll continue with that, too. ber expects to start televising in 
, coe — Cones Sewren ‘paris out- Triumph Triumphs | Chicago. former general manager | ee ee ee —e . 
standing. and 136 FM stations actu- : ‘ *%- i? oi the St. Paul Ridder newspapers | . Under Zahner’s deal WEW will! 
allv on the air In seven weeks of new show-idea par ess 0 esa tat ns ‘arry 
: Cont ing trend » tryouts aired by Mutual, Saturdays and former president of WTCN. He | 0 pew the daylight — while 
i niet "" aamaae ee ‘ | amie 5-5:30 p.m on the “For Your ieee is now reported to be partner with Phoenix. Jan. 14. pedep ol in East St. Louis, will carry 
a counted for 69.7° of “all FM_ bids. proval, program, one show has the Ridders in a Chicago advertising Fhe small desert town of Mesa— ool var hate ae nd. FM a. 
| # ? ov. ‘ é AV 5, . ae, ete ’ . "lag Y , 2 ‘ - | : over oO 'M -* 
i. | 19.2”. of the applications were from ‘“orked up enough interest so that it ——— ; : eid 16 miles east of here—was on the| *. Bo i oe * 
. 3 ; : = Still another bidder is William F. receiving end of a radio windfall | WUEn¢y: th stations are making 
; ef persons with no radio or newspaper Will be given regular network time : a , > intensive improv ts th 1] 
1 hi affiliation. and 331° ene” ioe The show is “Will Justice Tri. J2@s: Jt. The group has asked the | last week when two stations popped | . provements that wi 
i n ceed a? if whic! aaa umph?” which will be spotted by Hubbard bid of $825,000 be denied up where none had been before | be completed by the time the sea- 
' ewsps "S, any < : ‘re . Mm s > 10" at ; . : » wre 
: also in YAM radio. me a itself on a Wednesday night 10:30 b: FCC on the ground of the AVCO | First to take to the air was KARV, - > yer wey | 
| ‘ ot the non-AM-news saver bic : slot late this month : ! , tie-up. and has itself bid $740,000, | which began operating Jan. 6 as 250 | The Browns, who sold their broad- 
: F “— eo tn sad ee il ahi (hi - y , | of which Johns and his wife are , watter on 1400 kilocycles. Station | °@Sting to the Falstaff Brewing last 
Ff ders. FCC said, most common type Next Saturday’s (18) “Approval : ; F : r : ' 
i of eubidshian* deh ‘tr corpora. | tryout will be atven i a listed as ‘yuying $111,000 in stock, | is owned and operated by Arizona | S¢480n and. hired Dizzy Dean and 
ht tae ee dream rapa 1X aaiee Saltemtne wank ate, = and Johns, Jr., $14,000. | Radig and Television, Inc. Johnny O'Hara of KWK to do the 
tions composed — of persons | with SSI = owen weun (257 will Rd ERS att KTYL bowed Friday (10). offer- | ™ike work, have not announced any 
diverse business interests. Engineers, preem “I Hate Divorce,” by Robert | : ’ : * 
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You make the 19th CBS 50,000-watt station in the U.S. 
With Wheeling as your home base you blanket the rich coal, iron, 


and steel belt of Ohio, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania. 





For, starting June 15, over their favorite radio station, 


they will enjoy radio’s top entertainment and information programs 


O) carried by the Columbia network. 





Who have long been aware of the professional quality: 


4 and technical skill typical of Fort Industry radio stations. They know 


the tremendous plus that top-notch WWVA local programming 






offers to their network shows. And they'll relish the big audience 








boost that will come from this basic CBS affiliate. 


THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


et A 












*To be exact: 
BMB audience to WWVA 
500,170 families, dey 
480,560 families, night 
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NCE UPON A TUNE 
ith Dort Clark, Richard Leone, 


Howard Smith, Billy Linn, Art 
Carney, Hedley Rainnie, Lee 
Brody; Olin Tice, announcer; 


Joseph DeSantis, narrator. 
Music: Morris Surdin 
Lyrics and Script: Ray Darby 
30 Mins., Sun., 2:50 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

Out of Canada and the Canadjan 
Broadcasting Corp. has come some- 
thing new for radio, a series of mu- 
sical narratives written and com- 
posed by Ray Darby and Morris 
Surdin. They've been delighting 
Canadian audiences for the past 
couple of years, and now CBS has 
lined up the Darby-Surdin duo and 


their unique presentation for a 
once-weekly network airing of a 
13-week serie After a four-week 
Sunday afternoo: howcasin the 
programs will be switched over to 


the Columbia Workshop Saturday 
period 

“Once Upon A Tune preemed 
Jan. 5 with the tuneful saga of “Tug- 
boat Danny,” wherein the gifted 
Canadians presented in prose and 
music the innermost soul of a tug- 
boat that yearned to be an ocean 
liner, its frustrations (all that the 


Navy could hold out for it was the 
life of a minesweeper) and its bliss- 


ful satisfaction (when the tug finally | 
techniaue, | 
Darby and Surdin have hued to the | 
pattern of Prokofieff’s “Peter and the | 


emerges a hero). In 


Wolf” and the 
the Tuba.” 
peared 


“Tubby 
But whereas “Tubby” is 
strictly for juvenile appeal, 


more 








ond 
FalfiLlnitrt 


BRING YOU 
THE THEATRE OF 
THE FUTURE... 








ie Ae 9 
ed cashman 


HOLLYWOOD 
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| First 





| «pugboat Danny” is offered for adult 


consumption. 

The first in the series left doubts 
as to its maturity as adult fare. In 
“Danny” there were teasing mo- 
ments, particularly in the delight- 
ful musical sequences and bridges. 
But they tended to exasperate, be- 
cause of their lack of fulfillment. 
|The format, new to radio, gives evi- 
dence of affording delightful. relax- 
ing moments and as such “Danny Ss 
chief merit lies in the potentialities 
that fantasy promises 

One of the principal shortcomings 
in the initial presentation was its 
lack of imagination. The idea was 
there: but, in treating of it, Darby 
and Surdin were fettered by too 
much reserve. The finished job was 
earthbound. Its fantasy remained a 


promise: its thoughts didn’t soar and 
veren’t sufficiently intriguing. But 
f “Once Upon a Tune” should en- 


courage its writers to cut loose and 
really improvise, and if other com- 


noser-lvyricists throw out their in- 
hibitions and let their ideas take 
excursions into. this new realm, 
there are limitless possibilities for 


imaginative radio fare without nec- 
essarily resorting to the oversimpli- 
fication of childhood. Rose 





MURDER AND MR. MALONE 

With Frank Lovejoy, Francis Robin- 
son, Tom Collins, Bill Conrad, Pete 
Leeds, Betty Lou Gerson, Frank 
Graham; Dick Aurandt and orch; 
Art Gilmore, announcer 

Preducer: Bill Reusseau 


| Writer: Craig Rice 


30 Mins.; Sat., 9:30 p.m. 
GUILD WINES 
WJZ-ABC, N. Y. 
(Honig-Cooper) 
radio series of 
known writer of whodunits, Craig 
|Rice, (“Home Sweet Homicide,” 
|“Having Wonderful Crime”), is 
familiar stuff, patterned on a by-now 
| well-used radio formula, But the 
| writing is breezy, and _ incidents 
;} dramatic, so that the program— 
judged by Saturday’s (11) premiere- 
2 fast and still intriguing. It will 
; ao. 

| Miss Craig employs too many glib 
| wisecracks, while her characters, too, 
jare stock. Such as the smocth pri- 
| vate investigator, the smoother gang- 


the well- 


| the gangster’s dumb _ henchmen. 
| Some of the gang’s voices are too 
soft and gentlemanly for their voca- 
tion, too. But in the main these 
|faults are hidden in a script that is 
| written tightly, that moves fast, mix- 
|ing up various factors intriguingly, 





|}and working up to a trick finish. It’s 
what the customers want. 
Saturday’s session (each episode, 


presumably, will be complete in it- 
self) dealt 
cross among gangsters and horse- 

Tnere were two commercials, 
dovetailed into the yarn instead of 
at either end. First. commercial 
breaking in just at the first murder 
was a little unexpected, thereby 
making a definite impression. Et- 





little overlong Bron. 


soteesiioasiipauaieats 

|“MEL VENTER’S PICTORIAL” 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri, 
S & W FOODS 
KFRC, San Francisco 


Using an adroit choice of stories 
of the reat and near-great, which 
‘lend themselves to treatment in 
| profile-dramatic form, Mel Venter is 
jan engaging yarn-spinner, using 
|usually three stories of approxi- 
mately four minutes each to regale 
his listeners. Approach is in serious 
}vein and his easy style and good 
| diction make them good listening. 

Some of his stories are slightly 
needled to achieve a super-dramatic 
or eery appeal, but the cum total is 





;okay and Venter is culling a good ! 


listening audience 
area. 
nials such as Mata Hari’s appren- 
ticeship as a vamp, Neil McDonald’s 


in the network 





; bank robbing and Jean Lafitte’s pri- 
' vateering. Ted. 
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Heard by most... 
| Preferred by most 


e h R lin that field. gl a 
to go to gett true feeling of the 
in the BUYING Ark-La-Tex nisi? te eon 


Write for Availabilities 


| OHREVEPORT 
' S50 000 WATTS 





ithe story 
saki transplanted to New York City | than the owner of a naberdashery 
hypothetical |on some Main Street; no machine- | 
about | 
day-to-day problems, but the presi- | 
dent of the National Assn. of Man- | 


ster chief, the dick’s loyal secretary, | 


} 


|ought to declare a moratorium on 
| describing the effects of the atomic 


with a double or triple | 


fect was dissipated by spiel being a | 


Yarns include hardy peren- | 


~ You Put Em On; We'll Review Em 


In a desire to spotlight local live programming, VARIETY invites sta- 
tions throughout the country to send in transcriptions or recordings 


of their new shows. 
premiere, would be sufficient. 
We'll review them. 


One sampling of each series, preferably the 


In this way VarIeTy can let everybody know of the contributions 
being made by stations toward improving programming on a commu- 
nity level; of tackling problems peculiarly native to their locale, and 
of the attempts being made to foster new talent for radio. 


You send them in. 


We'll review them. 








ONE WORLD OR NONE 

With Mercedes McCambridge, 
Julian, Ralph Bell, Leon Janney, 
Teresa Keane, Joseph DeSantis, 
Joseph Boland; Paul McGrath, 
narrator; Hugh James, announcer 

Writer: Dexter Masters 

Producer-Director: Mitchell Grayson 

Music: John Gart 

30 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WMCA, N. Y. 
The chain reaction of radio shows 


touched off by the A-bomb that fell | 


|on Hiroshima a year-and-a-half ago 


is still popping with unabated sound 
effects and fury. Latest in the cycle 
is this new series of dramats pre- 
sented by. public service-minded 
WMCA as its contribution to the 
solution of the world’s most complex 
and dangerous problem. Prepared 
with the aid of an imposing advisory 
board of physicists and staged with 
the panoply of a topnotch network 
feature, the series was launched last 
Friday (10) with a 


Manhattan. 


Despite the expressed inten- 





| 


documentary- | attention on 
style fantasy entitled “The Death of | quality of the material being brought 


CROSS-SECTION—USA 


—— 


SO THIS IS LOVE 
With Eddie Dunn, emcee 
Producer; Tom McDermott 
15 Mins., Mon. thru Fri., 12:45 
MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 
WOR, N. Y. 

(Benton & Bowles) 


Another aud participation show 
based on the deflated standards for 
early afternoon airers, this pro. 
gram’s sole capital is in its emcee 
Eddie Dunn. Dunn is a snappy. 
witty, off-the-cuff spieler who dishes 
out the queries to the visiting hais- 
fraus and their ever-loving hubbies 
—all of whom are subjected to a 
prying search into some of the most 
intimate details of their love life, 


P.m, 





Joe | With Dwight Cooke, Bill Downs: Joe | 
McCaffrey, Bob Lewis, Mac Swit- | 


zer, Douglas Edwards; announcer: | 


Olin Tice; others 
30 Mins., Sat., 3 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WCBS-CBS, N. Y 
Last year, CBS put 


on a “Cross- 


lems by reps of the National Assn. of 
Manufacturers, AFL people, 
members, etc. 
shuffled its “Cross-Section,” append- 
ing “USA” to the tag and making it 
all-inclusive. As heard on its preem 
Saturday (11), the show covered 
much too much ground geographi- 
cally and not enough ideologically, 
turning the title into something pre- 
tentious and unfulfilling. 

Using its facilities for remotes as 
if the mere fact of switching from 


} per 


| Section” show which, for varying 
cvcles, was devoted to presentation 
of viewpoints on important prob-| 


CIO | kisses 
This year, the net re- | 








As a, result, this program probably 
packs more embarrassing moments 
(for dialers as well as participa 
rating point than 
show extant. That’s 
brothe1 

Sample question to a married 
man: “Why did you pick your w fe 
to marry as against youl pirl 
friends?” Typical dun- 


ts) 
any other 


pregran Va e, 


othe: 
answel i 


| no.” Another question to a middle. 


aged housewife: “Do your husband's 
still thrill you?” ete., ete. 
Four long commercials for Maxwell 
House during the quarter-hour ses- 
sion definitely did not thrill. 

Herm 





COLUMBIA RECORD SHOP 
With Fred Rebbins 

Writer: William Redman 
Producer-directors Cliff Lubkert 
30 Mins., Sat., 10 a. m. 


| COLUMBIA RECORDS 


New York to Washington to Cleve- | 


land to Denver was in itself a fas- 
cinating feat, the net failed to pay 
this debut to the 


| with each successive switchover. 


The subject for discussion.was the 


tion in the program’s preamble to | labor situation and Washington plans 


inform public opinion, the preem 
dramat failed to make a point, or, at 


'least, a point not already familiar to 


any primary school student, 
duced to its simple meaning, lt was 
of Hiroshima and Naga- 


at the outbreak of a 
third World War about four years 
hence. In his attempt to bring the 


meaning of atomic warfare closer to 


home, scripter Dexter Masters in- 
dulged in a lot of morbid rhetoric 


'full of hysterical sobbing, tumbled 
| landmarks, the dead, the dying and 
ithe rest, the non-dead. 


It was florid, but routine stuff 
done many times béfore. Scripters 


bomb, especially, as in this case, 


| 








| where it becomes a pretext for pure | 


| indignation untempéred by any posi- 
| tive intelligence beyond a few plati- 
tudes about the necessity for world 
cooperation. The new, fourth dimen- 
sion of horror now running amok 
has been unshakably established in 
the public consciousness by the 
bomb itself. And if anything is cal- 
culated to paralyze the general will 
in face of this Frankenstein, 


j 


‘ecies of doom which never get 
} around to defining a practical way 


out. Perhaps the question of atomic 
power just can’t be discussed in 
dramat form. 

Productionwise, the show was 


handled flawlessly. A group of ex- 
pert radio thespers, headed by Mer- 
cedes McCambridge, in a_ particu- 
larly eloquent piece of hysteria, and 
Paul McGrath as narrator, squeezed 
the last ounce of violence out of the 
script. Special music by John Gart 
also added effectively as did the 
sound effects, which played one of 
| the prominent parts in the show. 

As an epilog, Dr. Philip Morrison, 
one of the atomic physicists who 
helped assay the damage at Hiro- 
shima, came on to testify to the 
aecuracy of the broadcast, and at- 





| tacked the narrow nationalist bias | 
with which some politicians and 
scientists approach the problem of 


atomie control. WMCA is offering 
this series, in platter form, to other 
indies on a ¢cost-share basis. 

Herm. 


——— 


, YOUNG AMERICA SINGS 
| With Jerry Reed 
Producer-Writer: Jerry Reed 
15 Mins.; Sat., 1:45 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WLIB, N. Y¥. 
A batch of singers seem to be 
latching onto the ballad bandwagon 


Richard Dyer- Bennett discovered 
that they’re potent boxoffice. Latest 
entrant is Jerry Reed, whose sister 
Susan has already established herseli 





Reed has far 


On his preem program. 
seemed to be on voice 
interpretation. He 
the ease and rhythm «that top- 
notchers get into their renditions. 
He's also too self-conscious, a fault 
which may be corrected on subse- 
quent airings. 


accent 
rather than 
has yet to get 


serious student of this song form. 
His spoken backgrounds to the vari- 
ous numbers are concise and authen- 
tic. Vocally, he’s okay albeit a bit 





into his work. He varies his tunes 
with an eye to tempo and origin 
and thus creates sufficient variety. 

With further experience. Reed 
should work out nicely. Jose. 


| areas, 
then | 


| it’s these endlessly reiterated proph- lover some of the more established 


; 





| 


On the plus side, he seems to be a. 


too precise to get that folksy feeling | 


i 


carrier, 
' » : ’ . | 
Re- | of the mailmen’s union: the general | 
of the U. S. Chamber of | 


| 
| 
| 


since such notables as Burl Ives and 


for tightening labor legislation. But 
instead of hearing from a letter 
one heard from the prexy 


manager 


Commerce was interviewed, rather 


shop owner really worried 


ufacturers was heard. And so on. 
This was not a cross-section of 

American opinion, but a dossier of 

the publicity releases handed out by 


the organizational publicity guys— | 


even though the boss in each case 


voiced the release. Cars. 
HATS OFF TO MUSIC 
With Jimmy Bunn, -Ken Heady; 


Marie Green, guest vocalist 
Writer: Ann Fitzgerald 
Producer-Director; Ken Heady 
30 Mins.; Sunday, 6:30 p.m. 
STEVENS HAT CO. 

KCMO, KANSAS CITY 

A variation on platter shows, this 
is one frequently used .in 
but new to 
Idea is a combination of live vocals 


transcribed and recorded tunes. 
With Jimmy Bunn, who rates a good 
baritone along ballad lines, as the 
vocal regular and a femme guest 
singer, half hour comes off as a neat 
local entry and even fair competi- 
tion against the Sunday eve net pro- 
gramming. 

Ken Heady, station’s production 
director, doubles to produce the 
show and spin the platters. Instru- 
mental music is carefully chosen for 
backgrounds, with Bunn and guest 
as carefully rehearsing to time their 
vocal entrees over the tunes. Show 
thus gets considerably more prepa- 
ration than the average disk session, 
and extra work shows up on listen- 
ing end. 

As the only straight music show 


listeners here. | 


| 
| 


} 


| 
| 


other | 


available here at this time of day, | 


it’s one of the’ few with which a 


sponsor could hope to get a commer- | 


cial in edgewise against the heavy 
competition of the Sunday < 
That it’s having some success is evi- 
dent from fact show has already 
stood the gaff for four months. : 


Quin. 


nets. | 


WCBS-CRS, N. ¥. 

(Kenyon & Eckhardt) 

A watered-down version of 

Robbins’ evening jive session, this 
Saturday ayemer puts a disk jock 
show to its most obvious use, and fo1 
aficionados of indiscriminately chosen 
pop records listening is okay. It’s 
seldom that a platter spinner is as- 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Why a Radio Agency 
Should Own a 
Radio Station 


xk *k * 


1. Test programs and cam- 
paigns under controlled con- 
ditions, 


2. Help sell your clients 
that you know radio from the 
ground up. 


3. Gain valuable experi- 
ence for your personnel. 


4. Make money. 


Here is a station in a key 
wholesaling city, isolated from 
outside influences. It delivers 
a whale of a signal over a 
compact, populous, primary 
market just a short plane hop 
from New York. It is a basic 
network affiliate. Although 
fairly new, the station’s first 
year’s billing approximates 
$100,000. 


The present owner is willing 
to sell his controlling interest 
for what it cost him provided 
the buyer is acceptable to the 
station management which 
will continue and will own re- 
maining interest. 


You don’t often get a 
chance to buy at cost. Dropa 
note to Advertiser, Room 258, 
Park Square Building, Boston, 
Mass., and our management 
will give you the whole story 
confidentially. 






































“The bull does the ducking — Wheaties, you know!”’ 
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sociated with sponsors other than 
the ragtag and bobtail peddlers of 
deodorants, laxatives, special shoes, 
etc., and yet the “Columbia Record 
Shop” format would seem to be the 
most obvious connection with record 
programs. What better way for a 
company to sell its records than by 
playing them? 

Robbiris, who is better known for 
his generous use of abstruse jazz ter- 
minology during an evening session 
on WOV’s “1280 Club,” made like a 


Radio Reviews 


<a Continued from page 32 





normal citizen for his morning net- 
work audience; so normal, in fact, 
that at times the patter sounded like 
it came straight from a script. But} 
then, this jock is an ex-lawyer, as} 
good an explanation as any for the} 
fast gab 

Records played were mostly pash | 
material by Dinah- Shore, Frank | 
Sinatra, Frankie Carle, Les Brown 
and other Columbia artists, with} 


each acting, in effect, as a commer- 


cial. Robbins gilds the lily with ad- 
jectives after each record. Other 
than the fact that only Columbia 


platters are spun, this is pretty much 
a standard record program. Engi- 
neering on preem show was bad in 
a couple of spots. Tomm, 








ROCHESTER CIVIC ORCHESTRA 
Writer: Vincent McConnor 
Producer: Lowell H. MacMillan 

80 Mins., Tues., 11.30 p.m. 
Sustaining 


WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 


CBS completes a continuous Sun- | 


day-through-Thursday schedule of 
serious music in the 11.30 p.m. to 
midnight slot with this program. 
Lineup now has Columbia Concert 
rch in “Music You Know,” Sun- 
days; Eileen Farrell, or substitute 
singers, Mondays; Rochester Civic 
Orch, Tuesdays; “Invitation To 


Music” with CBS Symphony Or- | 








3\livan’s biography between songs, tell- 














This lad is really on the 
ball and it looks as if he 
is going to drive a long 
one. Weed men are al- 
ways “on the ball” and 
they hit all prospects 
hard and often. 


yi ™ 
W EED 
A d 
AND COMPANY 
RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 


New York @ Beston © Chicago © Atlanta 
Detroit © San Francisco © Hollywood 








minute stanza moving. The ques- 
tions are sticklers, with those 
} __—___- —— —— OS _________] 





chestra under Bernard Herrmann, 


Wednesdays, and Juilliard School, tions, thus presenting more of a 
with a chamber music | poe oe challenge to listeners submitting 
Thursdays. Lineup is an Impressive Mark. 


segment of late-evening longhair 
fare, and a worthy rival for such 


aes purveyors as WQXR (One Shot) 
 Rochestex Civic, a 45-musician | Producer and Commentator; Paul 


core of the Rochester Philharmonic, 
has established its own entity and 
reputation in the past 25 years as a 
superior symphonic ensemble. Evi- 
dence was ample in Tuesday’s (7) 





Bron, 


stumping the experts bringing a pair 
of ducats for the next Hanna per- 
formance to the sender. shov 
caters to a select clientele—which it 
must do in order to compete with 
the jazz demands and disks on other 
stations at that hour. 
experts so far have fluffed few ques- 


queries. 


WQQW PREVIEW 


189 Mins., Sunday 2 p.m. 
WQQW, Washington, D. C. 


for a share of radio’s audience and 


General effect was good, and interest 
surprisingly well sustained through- | 


The show 


Finally, the 





Martin. 


WQQwW, D. C.’s latest candidate 





Pacer Hi ee ee = | advertisers, and heralded as the first 
‘raser arrison ec 1e@ OrgalhiZa~ | ; . oe -. . 
t on in atti ctive presentations of | station patterned along lines of the 
v4 A At at < | < > 2 ‘ “ .. . J 
Ravel’s “Le Tombeau de Couperin,” | Blue Book, made ey (EY 
Rubinstein’s “Valse Caprice” and a three-hour pot pourri ° p ng 
| Minuet and March by Gluck-Mottl, | greetings, — music, and drama 





IE = out such an oversized stretch. It is| 
MAXINE SULLIVAN doubtful whether many listeners 
With Joe Bolton, announcer stayed with the program all the | 


Producer-Director: Bob LaBour 
Writer: Bobby Cone 
Music: Claude Morgak 
15 Mins.; Sunday, 3 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WNEW, N. Y. 

Here’s an indication of either some 
fast footwork on the part of WNEW 
or surprising laxity on the part of 








jing exponents of jazz and blues 
ichanteusing, Miss Sullivan swung 
out in her characteristic free and 


easy style in the opening show of the 
series (12). Little of her nitery 
warmth was lost in the airing and 
the tunes, from the “Loch Lomond” 





=| will stand as the listeners’ intro to a 


B+ or Shine,” she tuned “I Want a Sun- 
=,;day Kind of Love,” “Surprise Party,” 


theme through “Come Rain or Come 
Shine” were right in the Sullivan 
vein. Announcer Joe Bolton acted 
as narrator, interspersing Miss Sul- 








ing mostly how she wowed ’em 
wherever she sang. This probably 


new radio chirp. A plug was stuck 
in for her current appearance at the 
| Village Vanguard nitery. 

Claude Morgan, Miss Sullivan’s 
jregular accompanist, backed her on 
the piano and Hammond organ in 
‘fine style. Would probably be a 
jgood idea for Morgan to have one 
jtune to himself to break the vocal- 
istics. Beside the theme and “Rain 


jand “Molly Malone.” This is a 
topper on the local listening list. 
Tomm., 





}FOOTLIGHTS FORUM 
With Sid Andorn, Sol Heller, 

Anthony Blair, Ted Goldsmith; 

Tom Armstrong, announcer 
Producer: Sid Andorn 
15 Mins.; Sat., 11:15 p.m, 

ZUCKER’S 
'|WGAR, Cleveland 

This is another ieee of the stump 
the experts quiz, bringing key stage 
and drama persons to the mike to 
answer questions submitted by lis- 
teners. What makes this a bit dif- 
ferent, is that it is staged in a room 
just off the main stem of the Hanna 
theatre and is held after the final 
curtain comes down on the Saturday 
night performance. 

A live audience is assured as 
theatre-goers stop to watch the act. 
The experts change each Saturday 
night, depending on what show is 
in thwn or who is available. On 
the night reviewed, Anthony Blair, 
of “Blossom Time,” Ted Gold- 
smith, advance p.a. for “Magnificent 
Yankee,” were two of the three, 
while the third was a Clevelander, 
Sol Heller, who promotes many out- 
standing features and shows. 

The questions are adroitly handled 
by Sid Andorn who keeps the 15- 

















by mail. 


day. Original transcribed 


We can handle all necessary services. 


following stations: 


WWSW Pittsburgh, Pa. 


WITH = Baltimore, Md. 
WIOD~ Miami, Fila. 

KPAC Port Arthur, Texas 
KALL = Salt Lake City, Utah 


The Birthday Club” 


A tested show with plenty of individuality. High response 
Complete format. 


Famous biographies for each 
songs. Build your own show. 


Sponsored on the 


way, but format was such that the 
thread could 
point and dropped at will. 


no more than four commercials per 
hour and the purpose of the initial 
airer—to give an idea of the kind of 
fare the 
well achieved by the program. Any 


} -tworks neir N. Y. flag- : ; : 
a — onde ‘nts her ane | half-hour would give a concrete idea 
ss" a ‘ ix yeal on the local | Of the type of show the station will 
ragio snow if S1x ears on tne it | il bord 
indie Maxine Sullivan, a singer | put on display. 
who has been, for some time, rather} Paul Martin, station manager, who 
large potatoes on the nitery wheel. | produced and announced, wisely 


Recognized as one of the outstand- | spotted the samples, giving a taste 
of early ayem programs, moppets 
hour, symphonic offerings, etc. Most 
of the programs in the early stage of | 


be picked up at any 


WQQW has announced it will use | 


station would offer—was 


this small watter will be recorded, 
so the debut was an accurate pre- 
view. 

Opening show format avoided 
monotony. Musical recordings, 
mostly longhair, which station will 
feature, but with a sample of its 
weekly “hot jazz hour,” were inter- 
spersed with reproduced greetings 
from such Hollywood figures as 
Gregory Peck and Margo, plus live 
well wishes from locals, and plenty 
of house advertising by Martin. 
Also worked in were selected dram- 
atic and narrative features, such as 
Jimmy Stewart’s rendition of Nor- 
man Corwin’s “We Hold These 
TYUtNSs....: ” a platteréd perform- 
ance of a 1941 script. 


Musie included some folk singing 
plus platters of Hans Kindler con- 
ducting the National Symphony 
Orch. 


Station is making its bid with the 
slogan, “free speech, good music, un- 
biased news and limited commerc- 
ials.” If it keeps this stance, it has a 
chance to click. It sets an experi- 
mental pattern which other, more 
commercially - minded outlets will 
‘watch with interest. Lowe. 


$044-040-40400060400000004 


Follow-up Comment 








“The Warrior,” one-act opera with 
music by Bernard Rogers and book 
by Norman Corwin, which the Me- 
tropolitan Opera gave in its world 
preem Sat. (11) over ABC, proved a 
succes d’estime—and little else. 
Book (a modern treatment of the 
Samson-Delilah story) was written 
originally as a radio drama, although 
the music was subsequently com- 
posed for the operatic stage, not for 
radio purposes. Either way, the 
business didn’t jell. The music is 
pedestrian, written on one, monot- 
onous level; the libretto is persua- 
sive rhetoric rather than poetry, and 
the combination is dreary, unin- 
spired stuff. Opera sounded statie 
and wordy throughout, with only a 
few moments—such as the shearing 
of Samson’s hair scene; the closing 
scene of blind Samson pushing the 
pillars down—being dramatic. A 
slow operatic bout, this. 





bankrolled by the Toni Co., 


most out of each contestant. 


Ques 


of the fireside listener. 





CROCKETT SUICIDE IN CHI 





WOV New York City, N. Y. 
WPAY Portsmouth, Ohio 
WAGM Presque Isle, Maine 
KLO Ogden, Utah 

WFOY St. Augustine, Fla. 


Write for details and sample script 


THE W. E. LONG 





CO., Radio Division 


155 N. Clork St., Chicago 1, Illinois 








Chicago, Jan. 14. 
A coroner’s jury last week re 


penes a verdict of suicide in the 


death of Alan Crockett, member o 
Prairie Ramblers, 


Chicago home. 
Crockett, 30, was formerly a mem 


|it doubtless would have succeeded, 


2, ae 2 


John Reed King’s ebullience pro-|. 
vides the mainspring of the “Give 
and Take” CBS show now being 
but 
which shares commercials with the 
firms which contribute a multitude 
of prizes. Show is no better (nor 
worse) than the flock of similar pro- 
grams which attract big studio audi- 
ences consisting mainly of house- 
wives hoping to get in on the valu- 
able loot being distributed. Most de- 
pendable feature is King, who knows 
how to handle the quizees to get the 


tions are fairly simple, and method 
of distribution isn’t too involved. The 
studio audiences seem to have a gay 
time, which is more than can be said 


Barndance hill- 
billy group, who shot himself in his 


ber of Hollywood’s Crockett Family, 
heard for several years from KNX. 





MELODY BAR RANCH 
With Hal Horton, E‘sa Miranda, Ed- 
die Manson, Rosalie Allen, Nick 

Persoff, Jan Sherwood, Dave 

Denny 
Producer-Dir.ctor: Harvey Marlowe 
Writer: Malcolm McGlasson 
Set: Rudy Lucheck 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 
WABD-ABC, N. Y. 

“Melody Bar. Ranch,” one of the 
first live oatuners to hit the video- 
waves, represents ABC’s attempt to 
snare part of the Thursday night 
tele audience usually attuned to 
NBC’s “Hour Glass” show. An ambi- 
tious and high-budgeted production, 





given a few more sessions to iron 
out the wrinkles. 

With WABD, ABC's only available 

video outlet, shutting down 
for a month on Jan. 27 to install its 
new transmitter, ABC has decided to | 
sever all relationships with the Du 
Mont web. Last Thursday (9) night, 
consequently, constituted ABC’s 
swan song in N. Y. television until it 
gets its own Manhattan station. 
“Ranch,” therefore, will have to be 
judged on its merits to date. 
Show was packaged by Hal Hor- 
ton, who also starred in the produc- 
tion. Format, Consisting of songs and 
dances pegged to an innocuous story 
theme, resembled «» variety show 
more than anything else, and there- 
in lay the wrinkles. Horton re- 
portedly wants to bring true west- 
ern music to video but he certainly 
overdid it on this show. Cast gave 
out with at least 10 different songs 
during the half-hour, which is too 
much to take no matter how well 
they’re presented. More stress on the 
story, regardless of how insipid that 
was, would have aided considerably. 
Young cast did much to perk up 
the proceedings, with Horton makin 
out okay as the romantic cowhand. 
Elsa Miranda, radio’s “Chiquita Ba- 
nana” girl, shone in her songs and 
Eddie Manson provided excellent 
accompaniment with his harmonica 
virtuosity, ABC’s method of skirting 
the ban on live musicians. Rest of 
the actors were competent, although 
Nick Persoff, as the bearded and 
rustic old ranchhand, caricatured his 
role too much. 

Producer-director Harve Mar- 
lowe made good use of WABD’s four 
camera setup for the most part. He 
still has a tendency, though, to over- 
accentuate his camera work to the 
detriment of the show, and his meth- 
od of panning in for a closeup of 
one character white cutting’ out an- 
other one is n.s.g. Direct cut to the 
closeup would be much better. Rudy 
Lucheck’s indoor-outdoor set was a 
faithful reproduction of a Hollywood 
ranch, Stal. 


BERT ALLERTON, MAGICIAN 


With Bert Allerton, Jimmy Savage 
Producer-Director: Beulah Zachary 
15 Mins.; Thurs, (9), 8:30 p.m. (CST) 
Sustaining 

WBKB, Chicago 

Thig attempt to bring more variety 
to WBKB’s programming by aiming 
their cameras at a polished magician 
falls short of really good television 
entertainment but it does show, for 
experimentalists, that the video 
screen is no place to prove the 
hand quicker than the eye. 

Strictly a low budget affair, set 
uses as prop a few tables with 
lamps borrowed from the Hotel 
Ambassador East’s Pump Room, in 
an attempt to create the atmosphere 
of the lush nightery. No mention is 
made of the Pump Room and the 
only way the listener would be able 
to get the point is if he were a 
frequenter of the place and was able 
to recognize head waiter George 
Sotos, also borrowed to wait on 
—. who were to be amazed by 
Allerton, who performs nightly in 
the room. ; 

Format has Allerton pausing at 


—— 
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idle chatter along with some nifty 
bits of magic. uests were com« 
prised by WBKB staffers who didn’t 
have anything else to do when show 
went on. One exception to this was 
Jimmy Savage, Balaban & Katz 
theatre publicity staffer, who domi. 
nated most of Allerton’s time. 

Magician unfolds to Savage's ap- 
parent amazement, several card 
tricks which are lost to the teleyi. 
sion camera in that the viewer can- 
not distinguish the numerals on the 
cards. It is practically impossible to 
tell an ace from a jack, even thouch 
the camera comes in for extreme 
close-ups, cutting, everything but 
the cards from the picture. 

Other gimmicks include placing a 
sponge in a girl’s hand to have it 


| multiply into several smaller sponges 
| when 


she opens her paw, several 

|} variations of cutting a piece of 

jrope, and the disappearing bird 
cage 

Although the magic is tops the 


effect isn’t too startling as it is dif- 
ficult for the listener to realize that 
the stooges weren't prompted or the 
props weren't planted prior to the 
show’s airing. This, in itself, keeps 
the show from coming through with 
better quality. Surprise is the per- 
formance of head waiter, who lends 


| a professional touch to the scene. 


Donn, 


JOE DOOLEY’S WFIL POST. 
Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 


Joseph E. Dooley has been named 
news editor of WFIL and WFIL-FM, 
effective-yesterday (13). Dooley will 
supervise preparation and _ broad- 
casting of all news programs. 

He was empioyed in the station's 
publicity department since his re- 
lease from the Army a year ago. 


WANTED: 


Television 


Personality 
For Ad Lib Show 


Something New Starting 
in March Over Key 
New York Station 


Phone for Appointment 


JOHN WILDBERG 


TELEVISION 
PRODUCTIONS 








LO. 3-5878 











tables, with camera taking one 
table at a time, and dispensing some 
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Surviving is his widow, Mattie, 

















"MM GLAD 
TO GET TO 
‘NEW YORK AND HEAR 


WONv’s 





with ROSALIE 
ALLEN ’ 
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Bonus Payments to Station Execs 


Draw Criticism 





Henry Morgan Vs. Hockey 
In Cleve. Sweepstake 


Cleveland, Jan. 14. 


* 
Wi | 
at OL Hearing | The battle of comedy versus sport- 


|ing event for popular appeal con- Washington, Jan. 14. 





Washington, Jan. 14. ¢ 
FCC may clamp down on radio 
contracts which provide for payment 
of station and/or program managers 
on a percentage of gross or net earn- 
ings basis. Such an arrangement, 
the commission apparently feels, 
tends to overcommercialize a_ sta- 
tion’s program format and disregard 
public interest. 
This, at any rate, was indicated by 
FCC Confmissioner Paul Walker last 





Friday (10) in a hearing on the 
license renewal of WTOL, Toledo. 
WTOL was one of seven stations 


placed on temporary license follow- | 
ing citation in FCC’s Blue Book last | 
epring. | 

Counsel for WTOL, J. Theodore | 
Pierson, agreed that bonus arrange- | 
ments for station supervisors were 
not in the public interest. .WTOL’s 
principals were away from the sta- 
tion during the war, which accounted 
for a percentage-contract made with | 
temporary manager Arch Shawd. 
Station manager Thomas Bretherton, 
Pierson said, is now paid on salary 
basis only. 

Station, which was on the mat for | 
over-commercialization and failure 
to live up to program promises made 
in various renewal applications, now 
has no more than four spots in a 15- 
minute period. When Shawd got a 
cut on the amount of time sold, 
WTOL had as many as 10 in a quar- 
ter-hour segment. Some form of | 
bonus-payment to managers is a 
common practice in radio, it was 
pointed out, since otherwise sales- 
men would often get more money 
than station directors. 


WTIC Loses Lone Status 
In Conn. Gov. Office, 
All Stations Now In 


Hartford, Jan. 14. 

New policy of radio relations has 
been inaugurated by the Governor's 
office here, meaning that the-WTIC 
stranglehold on utterances of Gover- 
nor has been snapped. During the 
tenure of Gov. Raymond Baldwin, 
he favored WTIC to the exclusion 
of remainder of stations in the state. 
Latter took a terrific burn but were 
unable to do anything about it. 

Now with Gov. James McCon- 
naughy in office, the new policy of 
radio press relations has been laid 
down by Charles Keats, press secre- 
tary. All stations of the state will 
have opportunity to carry the Gov- 
ernor’s voice. 

However, according to Keats, sta- 
tions will get same treatment as 
press. If a station approaches with 
an exclusive idea, it will be that 








| caster 


tinues to spark the local scene. | 


WCAU EXIT PARADE Latest are the Cleveland Hockey 


___.__ Philadelphia, Jan. 14. | Club broadcasts by WJW. The pick- 
Resignation of three men from'ups come the same time as the 
WCAU was announced last week.|Henry Morgan show. 
They are Philip J. Sharkey, treas-| So far, ‘he horkey fans are ahead, 
urer; Boyd Lawler, of the program | according ito News radio editor El- 
department, and Al Taylor, news-|more Bacon, who says since the 
t and staff announcer. The’ station broadcasts the hockey games, 
resignations are effective this month.| apparently more hockey fans are 


The U. S. circuit court of appeals 
for the 10th circuit ruled in Denver 
last Saturday (11) that a “radio 
station may not by private contract 
limit its right or duty to select pro- 
grams that are in the interest of 
the listening public.” The decision 
spared KOB, Albuquerque, from up- 
setting choice NBC talent shows to 
clear time for the Univ. of New 





av ) > stot} ‘ s43 * | . ‘ 
Taylor will become station man- writing letters favoring the move! Mexico, which under a 1935 contract 
ager of studios in Haverhill, Mass.|than Morgan fans Bacon, however, | has an option for an hour a dav on 
WCAU also announced Joan Myers |seems inclined toward Morgan. Both | the station 


has joined the program department. shows are commercial This is the first time a federal 


Station Can't Abdicate Program 
Control by Contract, Sez Court 

















court has ruled on the validity of 
contracts which may impair a sta- 
tion’s control over its program time. 


As such, it is of importance in 
pending court appeals by the 
Churchill Tabernacle of Buffalo 


against WGR and WKBW, Buffalo, 
and by A. J. Felman, a former 
owner against WJOL, Joliet. 

In both cases, the FCC questioned 


the license renewals of the stations 





turned 
time to 


because of contracts which 


over control of program 


outsiders 























Here are the results of independent block programming initiat 


April 15, 1946. Let’s look at the record—the Hooper record. 


In December, 1946 — 


WCKY was No. 
WCKY was No. 


One month not enough? Let’s look at Oct., Nov., Dee., °46. 
September, 1946, and 


September, 1945. . Here is the Hooper record: 


these three months with July, August, 


WCKY was No. 2 in Cincinnati, 8 A.M. to 12 Noon, Monday-Friday. 
2 in Cincinnati, 12 Noon to 6 P.M., Monday-Friday. 


2 in Cincinnati, 6 P.M. to 8 P.M., Monday-Friday. 


Swat Seay TR ay 


ed on WCKY, 








Let’s compare 


July, August, 
































station’s privilege to carry it out in 
the form of a scoop. Keats is in- 
terested in the goodwill and grace 
of all radio stations. 

Understood that WTIC had ap- 
proached the Governor's office for 
exclusive airing of his voice, and 
told that it will be given coopera- 
tion on any ideas for coverage but 
cannot, as in past, have Governor as | 
property. | 

Plans are being laid for a weekly 
fireside chat by the Governor. This 
will be carried by any and all sta- 
tions interested in it. Plans are 
still in formative stage, however. 














____| C. E. HOOPER SPECIAL RETABULATION |W... 
OF CINCINNATI FINDINGS 
8 A.M. to 8 P.M. MONDAY-FRIDAY 
July, August, September, 1945 : 
SetsinUse WCKY Sta A Sta B Sta C Sta D Others 

17.5 13.0 35.9 18.6* 19.8 12.7 0 
July, August, September, 1946 

16.4 17.2 33.2 18.3* 15.0 15.6 0.7 
October, November, December, 1946 

20.0 21.6 33.2 12.9 16.4 15.4 0.5 
(*INCLUDES BASEBALL BROADCASTS.) (NOTE: THE ABOVE MEASUREMENTS ARE BASED 
ON SAMPLES EXCEEDING 600 HOMES CALLED AND THEREFORE ARE ACCEPTABLE AS 
CONCLUSIVE.) 








| WKY IS UP OVER 659! | 














WCPO’s New Exclusive 
On Cincy Reds Games 


Cincinnati, Jan. 14. | 

As for the past two. seasons, 
WCPO will do exclusive airings of 
the Cincy Red’s baseball games this 
year and in 1948, with the Burger 
Brewing Co. continuing as sole 
sponsor. Waite Hoyt, former big 
league pitcher, is to do the play-by- 
play accounting, which he started | 
here in 1941 with WKRC, switching 
to WCPO in 1945. 

New two-year contract was signed 
last week by Mortimer C. Watters, | 
general manager of WCPO, and/! 
Warren C. Giles, president of the 





WCKY delivered 45% more Cincinnati audience in Oc 


November, December 1946, than Stations B, C, and D averaged. 


INVEST YOUR AD DOLLAR WCKY’S-LY 


THE L B WILSON STATION 


CKY 








Cincinnati Baseball Club. It permits 
WCPO to continue linkings with 
several Ohio and Kentucky stations 
on the baseballcasts. 


No. 16 for Red Barber | 


Red Barber's cross-the-board co- | 
Op sports program on CBS has been | 
bought on WCBS, key outlet in New | 
York, by Reid’s Ice Cream, through | 
Doherty, Clifford, Shenfield agency. | 

Deal brings to 16 number of co- | 








CINCINNATI 
FIFTY THOUSAND WATTS OF SELLING POWER 


THE WCKY JAMBOREE 














©p sponsorships of Barber stanza. | 








Ask Free & Peters for Details About the Greatest of All Mailpull Programs 


tober, 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Alma Marks of Wm. Morris office got in four days of skiing in Vermont 
....Mary Hunter of American Theatre Wing GI schools copped a fortnight 
of sun in Nassau....Beside resuming his radio acting chores, Earle Lari- 
more is pro tem with Theatre Guild, understudying “Iceman Cometh’ aad 
CBS had special signs painted to identify the “realism, : sub-realism and 
“surrealism” microphone groupings used for Saturday's (11) Columbia 
Workshop presentation, “The Surreal Marriage, by Elwood Hoffman wi 
Radio writer James Hart enroute home from holiday fortnight in Texas | 
was taken off train in wheelchair after all-night vigil with ptomaine ee 
Contact, which is the British equivalent of Fortune mag, has “Profile of | 
a Monopoly” in current edition. It’s a story of BBC, by Frederick Lewis, | 
radio editor of London News Chronicle....Don Hirst now doing the script- 
ing on “You Are An Artist,” televised on WNBT Thursday nights. | 

Century Circuit putting on a half-hour “Show Business” stanza on} 








WNEW, Sundays, beginning Jan. 26, at 5 p.m.....Marty Goodman recuper-|4;,, Feb. 1 as director of press and public relations....Haila Stoddard, | 


ating from appendectomy....Dr. Kurt Schlesinger, senior engineer at CBS | 
dept. of engineering research, reading paper on tint video before American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers in N. Y., Jan. 28....Wylie Adams of ABC | 
in bed with ptomaine poisoning... .Frank Behrens and Amzie Strickland | 


parents of a boy, named Timothy Frank....Submission deadline for this| 


year’s national radio awards of CCNY’s annual radio confab is Jan. 31.... 


John Witten upped from research dept. manager to newly-created post of | 


assistant to the prexy at Young & Rubicam agency. Witten's research 
job taken over by Dr. Peter Langhoff, formerly chief statistician of Army 
Service Forces and research director for Veterans Administration... Jean | 
Meegan succeeded Willa Martin as theatre reviewer and columnist for 
Associated Press, continuing also to -eport on radio... . William J. Breen, 
Jr., has shifted from Young & Rubicam to Sherman & Marquette agency, | 
acting for latter as account exec on Colgate-Palmolive-Peet billings.... 
Scripter Paul Milton has quit Gabriel Heatter show....Jill Warren now | 
with Newell-Emmett agency as director of promotion for “Chesterfield 
Supper Club”....Tom Carr has quit Carr & Stark, Inc., which now be- 
comes Charles Stark, Inc.....Dorothy Lewis participating in a panel dis- 
cussion today (Wednesday) at the annual confab and luncheon of the 


Co-ops Looking Up 


Network placement of web option 
time on a local co-operative basis, 
given a hypo last week when ABC 
turned over “Town Meeting” to its 
co-op dept., received further impetus 
this week when Mutual lets its co-op 
division start selling “Fishing and 
Hunting Club of the Air” to local 
sponsorship. 

“Town Meeting,” which is on the 
ABC net at 8:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
snagged 17 local sponsors in one 














week. Mutual’s “Club” is on Mon- 
days at 10 p.m., and is sponsored on 
45 stations by Mail Pouch tobacco. 


Further significance in these co- 
op deals is seen in fact that the co- 
operatives are getting away from the 
15-minute stanzas to which they had 
been largely confined until now. 
“Meeting” is an hour show, while 
“Club” is 30-minutes. 


“HIRES TO YA"™ 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
HIRES SUNDAY PARTY 
ABC, COAST-TO-COAST 




















In which 
JACKSON LEIGHTER 


Expresses his appreciation to the following 
artists who contributed their talents so 
generously to the Public Service Programs 
broadcast via wLIB, New York, during 1946: 


LARRY ADLER 
EDDIE ALBERT 
CHARLES BOYER 
: JOSEPH COTTEN 
MELVYN DOUGLAS 
HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS 
PAUL DRAPER 
BETTY GARRETT 
RUTH HUSSEY 
GERTRUDE LAWRENCE 
) FRANCIS LEDERER 
CANADA LEE 
BERT LYTELL 
MARGO 
BILL MAULDIN 
MARTHA SCOTT 
FRANK SINATRA 
ORSON WELLES 


wLlB, New York, DOROTHY S. THACKREY 
Chairman 


THEODORE O. THACKREY 
Vice-Chairman 


JACKSON LEIGHTER 
President 


Now broadcasting from Manhattan’s 
most Modern Studios 




















Federation of Jewish Women’s Organizations....Mother of Bessie Mack, 
who handles auditions for Arthur Godfrey’s “Talent Scouts,” died last 
week (7)....Mother of Jim Miller, assistant trade and television publicity 
man at NBC, died....Alois Havrilla doing a disk jock whirl two hours 
every afternoon, Mon.-Sat., on WPAT, Paterson... -Taylor Caldwell, author 
of best-selling “This Side of Innocence,” is coming down from Eggartsville, 
N. Y., to be defense attorney on Jan. 20, “Books On Trial,” over WHN, 
when Jan Westcott’s “The Borderland” is placed on docket....Nancy 
Ranson, wife of Jo Ranson, WHN publicity director, captured the most 
popular painting prize at recent Critics’ Choice exhibition at Grand Central 
Art Galleries. 


CBS’ Bob Shayon making a week's production out of real jury Gute 3. 
Mary McKefna shifted from media research to spot time buying for Benton 
& Bowles accounts except Procter & Gamble biz, which will be handled 
by Ruth E. Jones....Mutual news director Milton Burgh married to Anna 
B. Lindsey of NBC newsroom....Joe Bigelow sporting a cane after pulling 
a couple of leg tendons while tobogganing in the hills of Pennsylvania.... 
Priscilla Kent giving a series of lectures on radio writing at New York 
Univ....Wildroot may sponsor “What’s the Name of That Song?” on Don 
Lee net, and may buy it for full MBS net soon. 


Art Henley addressing Carl Glick’s class in Foundations of Playwriting 
at NYU next Monday (20) night....Nadine Miller, director of information 
for the Kansas City public school system, joining C. E. Hooper organiza- 


Scott McKay and Patsy O’Shea added to “Our Gal Sunday”... .Jeanne 
Cagney, Elaine Rost, Ken Daigneau and Kermit Murdock new quartet on 
“Front Page Farrell” series....Owen Jordan joins “Stella Dallas” players. 
...Rosalie Allen, of WOV, inked for a series of television shots by WABD 
....As a trailer for the fund raising drive of American Women’s Voluntary 
Services, Mrs. Bernard F. Gimbel threw a cocktail party last week for 
femmes radioites....J. Barton Loeb’s federal court suit against CBS, Mil- 
ton Berle, et al re “Court of Petty Grievances” and.“Kiss and Make Up” 
settled out of court....Dwight Cooke now occupying Dick Sanville’s for- 
mer 18th floor office at CBS....Jeanne Meyer leaving CBS program writ- 
ing division Feb. 1....Hobe Morrison this week convening members of 
radio committee of former Writers War Board to mull possible continu- 
ance of work through other organizations Bob Stuart, former assistant 
producer at WOR, quit to join the advertising staff of U. S. Rubber, work- 


ing with Campbell-Ewald staffers on radio and television shows....Gene | 


Shefrin, planter at Dave Alber’s flackery, expecting family addition in 
summer... .Florida Citrus Commission signed Johnny Olsen and ABC’s 
“Ladies Be Seated” to air from Winterhaven for a week beginning Feb. 17 
....-Michael Carr, associated with Larry Hammond's radio production 
setup, recovering nicely after appendectomy at Manhattan General Hos- 
pital....Benson Inge, of Ted Bates agency, doing jury duty. 

Disk jock Fred Robbins, of WOV’s “1280 Club” and CBS’ Columbia 
Record Shop, profiled in this week’s (16) Time Mag....Richard Kollmar 
chosen one of the 10 best dressed men in U. S. by Mayfair Fashion Guild. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Larry Berns recovered from his heart attack and back steering the Jack 
Carson show....Don Stanley replaced Don Forbes on the Richfield Re- 
porter, oldest of the Coast newscasts....Sam Fuller shopping around for a 
show but he insists it isn’t as a replacement for any of the going Colgate 
shows of Sherman & Marquette....Raymond R. Morgan heading east to 
talk over a deal for “Heart’s Desire”’....Tom Breneman started his seventh 
year of “Breakfast in Hollywood” (and Sardi’s) and his p.a. has it all 
figured out that during the time he gave away 25,000 orchids and pecked 
at the cheeks of 10,000 fine old ladies....Dick Uhl has been dropped by 
Ruthrauff & Ryan for reasons of economy and Sam Pierce, production 
supervisor for Ruthrauff & Ryan, flips the cues for Dick Haymes & Co..... 
Bob Swan, veteran announcer, taken on staff at ABC....KFI’s Bill Ryan 
ordered all commercial station breaks for a 20-hour period new year’s eve 
to keep up a constant tatoo of traffic warnings to tipsy drivers. It cost 
the NBC affiliate around $2,500 in station break biz....Ed Gardner and his 
tavern help may do a show for President Truman at the White House 
while broadcasting from the east. It’s his favorite program, it says here 
..,-Richard Sanville, staff producer with CBS in New York, trained in for 
his nuptials with D. J. Thompson, stage and radio actress. They'll make 
their home in Pasadena....W. B. Lewis called off his Coast trek for rea- 
sons that must have stemmed from talks with Borden....Rotation of 
comics will be used on the Joan Davis show to arrive at a permanent zany 
to fill the spot vacated by Wally Brown, Jack Oakie led off the trial horses 
.... Art Moore, producer of “County Fair,” in town for talks with Bill Ger- 
nannt, owner of the package. 

Jack Benny and Mary Livingstone turned 20 years of wedded life Tues- 
day and observed the event quietly on the desert....Robert E. Lee and 
Jerry Lawrence back from their N. Y. stage venture to lend their personal 
writing and production touch to “Favorite Story” for one of the big depart- 
ment stores....Victor Bay of the baton tribe making his home here.... 
Betty Rhodes’ guest shot with Bob Hope may develop into a regular berth 
...-Meredith Willson is the only star of his own program who writes the 


integrated commercials for Canada Dry and most of the leadin-ins and 
monolog. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


“Aldrich Family” airs from Chi on Jan. 30, marking first time show 
leaves New York mikes....El Henry, ABC Central Division publicity top- 
per, minus tonsils after recent deal with surgeon. ...Four out of five local 
dailies now carry WBKB video listings. ...Les Atlass, CBS Western Divi- 
sion veepee, set for summer after purchase of 104-ft. yacht... .Rosemary 
Wayne finding herself pretty busy with increase in time for “Tonight In 
Chicago,” and new every day disk jockeying, both via WJJD....Murray 
Forbes, Chicago actor and writer, has sold film rights of new book, “Hol- 
low Triumph,” to Charles R. Rogers for 25 Gs....Jack Hartley joins NBC 
“Stella Dallas” soaper in role of Vince Judson....Paul Neilson joined 
WGN newsstaff, replacing William Needham, who now manages WTBF, 
Troy, N. Y.....Marshall Kent in unique spot giving tips from a male on 
how to be too-too with his new WJJD “Feminine Angle”....Don Brinkley 
WGN contnuity staffer, new papa to daughter, ditto for ABC Central Divi- 
sion staff pianist William Moss with son. 

Kirby Hawkes new producer of Mutual’s “Captain Midnight”....ABC 
hosted party at Drake hotel for winners in Beaulah Karney’s heirloom 
holiday recipe contest at which guests were served samples of prize nab- 
bers. .. Jack Owens, Breakfast Club crooner, off to Des Maines for vaude 
stint on Jan. 19 per KRNT Radio theatre. ...Geraldine Kay on New York 
vacation... .Jack Ryan, NBC Central Division publicity head, ill with 
bronchial pneumonia. ...Schutter Candy Co., through Schwimmer & Scott 
renew “David Harding-Counterspy” for 52 weeks on full ABC net 
Bill Ray, NBC Central Division news top, elected prez of Chicago Headline 
club....Curly Bradley, Mutual’s Tom Mix, to New York for March of 
Dimes show....WIND set for move into new quarters in Wrigley building. 











| Jerry Danzig, program director, with 


WINS Revamps Program | help don way up and down the 
organization. 
Setup; 35 New Shows. Personalities and groups tied in 


WINS, N. Y., which was taken | With the various shows include disk 


over a few months ago by the Cros- 


fled its entire program content, put- 
ting into effect this week (13) an 
entire new show setup, with 35 new 
stanzas ranging from 15-minute slots 
to two hours across the board. 

It is one of the most ambitious 
program reshuffles undertaken at 
one time in a long time. The new 





schedule has been worked out by 


ley Broadcasting Corp., has reshuf- | 


| jock “Red” Benson, Ruth Moss Tay- 
lor, Jack Lacy, Archdale Jones, Do- 
lores Craeg, Bert Shefter and orch, 
Jeff Davis, Pru Devon, Lucille Ryan, 
“Three Beaux & A Peep” quartet, 
and Thomas Sugrue. 





St. Louis—Al Chance of KMOX is 
conducting a talent hunt for children 
in §t. Louis. Station is mulling the 





idea of putting a children’s theatre 
on the air, 


Don Lee Refused Peck 


At FCC Charges, Mat 
Spread Out on Coast 


Washington, Jan. 14, 

FCC last Friday (10) turned down 
flat a petition of the Don Lee Net. 
work for a declaratory ruling spell. 
ing out the specific violations the 
net is alleged to have made of the 
commission’s chain broadcasting 
regulations. As a result. hearing 


on renewal licenses of the net's 
four o. 0. stations was due to go on 
as scheduled today im Los Angeles, 
with Don Lee on the mat for viola. 
ition of five chain regulations rather 





than the two originally cited by 
| FCC, 

| Commission’s first charge against 
{Don Lee was for infraction of the 


| chain rule which forbids nets to op. 
| tion time without 56 days’ notice, 
and for optioning more time than 
the rules prescribe. After examin. 
ing some 416 documents in the web’s 
files, the FCC enlarged its charges 
to include alleged violation of the 
chain rules forbidding exclusive af. 
filiation contracts, territorial exclu. 
sivity, and giving a station the right 
to reject network shows. 

FCC said it was turning down the 
Don Lee request for a declaratory 
ruling since it would present its 
case first at today’s hearing and, in 
any event, the net had been given 
“a very complete opportunity” to 
know in advance the basis of FCC’s 
charges against it. 
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COMEDY WRITER 
(Available) 


® Moth-Eaten Ideas 

® Trite Situations 

© 1802 Gag File 

® Buttons Sewed on Free 


Box 414, Variety, 154 W. 46th St. 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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nn JOB TO DO? 
THE WRITER TO DO IT 


GEORGE FABER 
CBS CHICAGO 
A SPECIALIST IN 


WRITING 


News With a Human Touch 


COMMENTARIES 
DRAMATIC NARRATION 
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THE REST JOKES ARE 
THOSE PEOPLE QUOTE 


And you can find over 200 of these sure-fire. 
original, fresh gags In “PUNGH LINES 
written by a top radie gagman. Suitable for 
comic, MC, radio station, stage, ete. Send 
one dollar for ‘PUNCH LINES’ to 


LAUGHS UNLIMITED 
276 W. 43d St. BRyant 9-774 








New York 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


li was her contrib at an all-night charity stint for Sydenham hospital, 
N. Y., that resulted in Maxine Sullivan being inked for her weekly show 
on WNEW, New York indie. Program preemed under her own name Sun- 
day (12). 

Earlier in the week Miss Sullivan appeared on the Art Ford “Milk- 
man’s Matinee” at midnight and sang until 5 a.m. with hardly a break, on 
a special program for Sydenham hospital, currently conducting a fund 
drive to remain in operation. 
tion’s music staff moved in and out of the studio as accompanists, one 


While she sang various members of the sta- | 


Voice’s Vox Pop 
Holiywood, Jan. 14. 

Frank Sinatra has put the 
bobby soxers on probation and 
if they behave at Wednesday’s 
broadcast he'll let them come 
to his other shows. On his re- 
turn from the east he ordered 
the age minimum at 18 and the 
kids practically picketed him 
Outside the theatre. Smarting 
under the criticism of columnists 
and feature writers, he relented 
and gave them one more chance. 





taking his turn when the other tired. 

Following the show Miss Sullivan and station flack Will Yolen huddled 
at the latter’s home over a cup of coffee, and the sepia chanteuse favored 
the idea of her own radio show. 
Sunday, her first in six years. 
made chairman of the Maxine Sullivan Committee for Sydenham hospital 


Bill Davidson, program manager of ABC’s KECA in Hollywood, hit upon 
a stunt to help along the March of Dimes drive that was snapped up 
speedily by the network and Hollywood Citizen-News. Idea is to collect 
a mile of dimes—87,960—by stringing a tape up and n the film capital’s 
Vine st. Coins will be pasted on the strip by passersby and stunt given a 
touch of glamor by having him and radio stars contribute their thin ones 
while microphones pick up their comments. ABC will make a special 
event of the stunt with various exploitation devices. Ribbon goes up at 6 
a.m. Jan. 23, and won't be taken down until the tape is filled. Boy Scouts 
and other youth organizations will police the strip to see that no sticky- 
fingered gent puts one and takes two. 





The prexy of a Florida station wishes he hadn't heard certain gossip 
about his chief competitor. The prexy was told that Mr. Competitor had 
put on a gabber who read racing predictions taken right out of the col- 
umns of a certain paper-—-without credit to the paper. “By all 
notify that paper and let ‘em sue,’ yelled the prexy in glee, 
further checking. The paper was notified and got ready to sue. When it 
called for recordings of the plagiarizing spieler, and listened carefully—it 


means 


turned out that the call letters were of that very prexy’s own outlet. The} 


prexy had advised some one too fast, and was just as fast trying to pull 
strings to kill that suit. 

Music Corp. of America is tiffing with Ted Husing because of his failure 
to pay MCA commissions on his disk-jockey job at WHN, N. Y. Husing 
claims that he was bound only verbally to the talent agency and doesn't 
feel obligated to them inasmuch as he got the WHN job himself. 


London-to-N.Y. Shuttle 
Job on British ‘Disk 











= ¢ 





A new British-U.S.A. radio tiein 
has been worked out, whereby shows 
will be written in London, edited in 
New York, transcribed in London for 
the American market by an Ameri- 
can producer, then sold on platters 
in this country, 

Deal is between British radio 
package producer and consultant 
Harry Alan Towers, and Oliver W. 
Nicoll, of Radio Features of America. 

Nicoll is reportedly dickering with 
Bob Novak, recently resigned from 
Mutual net as director of talent and 
program development, to do the 
shuttle job of editing the London 


them and directing them for tran 
scription in London. Purpose will 
be to wrap up London shows with 
genuine British flavor but angled 
specifically for the American market. 


PROGRAMS 


handled by Nicoll for the American 


Scotland Yard,’ Clive 


Brook. 


TYLER TO GERMANY, 


starring 





WEY's power to attroct and held 
@n audience is the kind cf power an 
advertiser needs most. In 30 counties 
of central Okiahoma in which Audience 
Surveys, Inc.. conducted a Diary Study 
0! listening. WEY programs were found 
to have majority audiences 93,3% of 
the time. WEY local programs possess Dr. I. 
this power almost equally with WXY's 
NBC network programs, the average 
focally produced quarter-hour attract- 
fog an average 96.9% share-of audi- 
ence compared with a 42.7% average 
tor NBC quarter-hours. 

There is no substitute for Program 
Power to attract and hold an audience 
« «+ that's why, in Oklchoma, there 
is no substitute for WKY. 


WKY 


Columbus, Jan. 14. 


Keith Tyler, head of the 
radio education department at Ohio 


stitute for Education for Radio, 
leaves for Germany at the end of 
the month as a member of the edu- 


for German schools. 

Tyler, a leader in educational ra- 
dio circles, will have the status of 
special expert adviser to the United 


cational matters. 
Dr. Harrison B. Summers, for- 
merly public service manager for 


at OSU, has been named director of 


| in Columbus. 

It is expected that a tentative in- 
stitute program will be completed 
| before Tyler reports to Germany, 
Feb. 1. He 
sometime in April. 





KDKA’s Femme Appointment 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 
Mrs. Victoria Corey, assistant 
supervisor of public service pro- 
grams at KDKA, has been appointed 
educational director of the Westing- 
house station here, succeeding Robert 
E. White, who was recently made 
general manager of KYW in Phil- 
adelphia. 
In addition to her broadcasting 
work, Mrs. Corey conducts the Uni- 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


930 Kc. — NBC Affiliate 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY 
THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO. 


REPRESENTED BY 
THE KATZ AGENCY 








writing. 


Now she has a 15-minute stanza every | 
Also as a result of the program she’s been | 


without | 


Series for U.S. Market 


scripts in New York, then producing | 


First of the Towers shows being | 


transcription market is “Secrets of 


SUMMERS HEADS IER 


|| CBS “American Portrait” Series © Columbia Workshop 


State Univ. and director of the In- | 


|| MBS “Crimes of Carelessness” (National Board of Fire 


cational mission which is to draft | 
an instructional-materials program | 


States Military’'Government on edu- | 


ABC, and now professor of speech | 


the 1947 Institute to be held May 2-5 | 


is expected to return | 
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Coast Musickers Turn Down Council: 
Idea, But Directors Keep Wooing 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Musicians’ unien here apparently 
wants no part of its fellows and— 
perhaps with homeoffice instruction 
—has refused to ally with now- 
forming Council of Radio Arts and 
Crafts. A letter so stating has been 





If they whinny and scream 
while he sings the bars go up 
again and they will again be ex- 
cluded from his broadcasts— 
what few remain before he 
powders the Old Gold account. 


5 Pitt Colleges 
Soapbox of Air 


ittsburgh, Jan. 14. 

A program to include five local 
; universities in a college forum kicks 
loff next Tuesday (21) and every 
week thereafter over WWSW when 
| college students will participate in 
ja University Soapbox of the Air. 
Designed to give undergraduates a 
chance to blow off steam on con 
troversial subjects in the news 
forums will be handled on a rota- 
tion system, with only one student 
participating from each school. Two 
istudents will be assigned to each 
side of the problem to be presented 
by a fifth. Station figures there 
might be some kickback to school 
| over opinions of its undergrads on a 
|hot potato so the student’s affilia- 
ition won't be announced. 

First two subjects have already 
| been announced, “Will Taft-Ellender 
| Bill solve the housing crisis?” and 
| “Should the steel-workers get a 
| raise?” University Soapbox will be 
broadcast, 8 to 9 every Tuesday 
evening, from ballroom of Univer- 
sity Club, which will seat 400. For- 
mat is to follow generally that of 
|Town Meeting of Air with presenta- 
| tion of both sides of subject, some 
|rebuttal and then questions from 
audience. 








LOTSA WATTAGE IN 
“MELODY HOUSE’ HOOKUP 


Houston, Jan. 14. 
Three 50-000-watt stations— 

| KRLD, Dallas, KTRH, Houston, and 

| KABC, San Antonio—are being used 





| by the South Texas Cotton Oil Co. 
|for a new show, “Crustene Melody 
House.” 


The special network ties in three 
, powerful outlets located within a 
radius of 200 miles, believed to be 
one of the largest concentrations of 
higher power for such a radio cam- 
paign in the South. 

Shows air Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days, 11:15 to 11:30 a.m. Deal is 
handled by Steele advertising agency 
here. 


1 Radio 


} tional Association of Broadcast En- 


received by the shepherding Radio 


| Directors Guild here over the signa- 


ture of J. K. “Spike” Wallace, Local 


47 prex) who respectfully and 
gratefully declined 

Rebuff, however, will not be taken 
lying down.sRDG and others eaget 
to set up an all-embracing labo. 
group in radio will make >t] 
stab at Local 47 probdabDly aSKIiI 
for particulars—which were not de- 
fined in replying lette1 The reply 
stated only that the union was not i 
agreement with several phases and 
could not*therefore join in with 


others which had already tentatively 
approved it and agreed on signings 
up. Among the latter are the RDG 
Writers Guild, the Na- 


gineers and Technicians 


Stand of Local 47 is the same as 


7-Station Ohio Net 
Airs New Phone Show 


Cleveland, Jan. 14 

| “The Ohio Story” a new 15-minute 
program sponsored by the Ohio Bell 
Telephone Co., is being carried from 
WTAM and relayed to six other sta- 
tions in this state. 

| Carried Monday, Wednesday and 
| Friday, at 6:30 p.m., the story fea- 
jtures an outstanding yarn of Ohio 
;events, either dealing with history, 
people or institutions. 

Narrator is Robert Waldrop, for- 
merly with “Treasury Salute,” and 
one-time NBC announcer 
|is Stuart Buchanan, who had served 
as guest director of “Lux 
Theater,’ and “Hollywood 


Hotel.” 


Scripts are prepared by Frank Seidel | 


‘of Cleveland Music is under the 
direction of WTAM’s music director, 
Walberg Brown, and cast members 
are from the station staff 


Other Ohio stations carrying the | 
|show include WBNS, WSTV, WSPD, 


|WFMJ, and WHIZ. McCann Erick- 
son is the agency. 


Crosley Sales Powwow 
Jan. 14. 
More than 30 officials and staffers 
of WLW and WINS, from Cincy, 
New York, Chicago and Atlanta 
will attend the Crosley Broadcasting 
|Corp. annual sales meeting here 
Jan. 17-19, with James D. Shouse, 
president, in the chair. Only guest 
speaker will be Frank Haas, repre- 
|sentative of “American Homes.” 
In the absence of Harry Mason 
Smith, veepee in charge of sales, 
'who is undergoing treatment in Chi- 
| cago for a circulatory ailment, visi- 
\tors will be welcomed by Neal 
| Smith, assistant sales manager. 


Cincinnati, 


Producer | 


Radio | 





that assumed by the San Francisco 
musicians’ group, which refused te 
join. Feeling here is that the at- 
titude is typical of the AFM and its 
lone wolf game, particularly since 
tentative constitution, prepared by 
RDG but submitted to all for revi- 


sions and or recommendations, spe- 


| cifically stated that no privileges, 
bargaining rights or other infringe- 
ments on individual activities would 
be included 
The AFM wa kewarm the 
latte f tne irt Te only 
oKe pa cipation of a re esenta- 
é e f t meetil d fa ig 
thereafter to show any interest.’*The 
Diy was, therefore t concluded, a 
foregone conclusior If the AFM 
was really interested. it’s felt. it 


would have. as others did, suggested 


revisions However, since this was 
t done it’s thought that the AFM 
was never serious about the al- 
ance 
If the AFM remains adamant in 


iis attitude the others, including 


the Office Employees International 


Union, the American Federation of 
Rad t« Artist the International 
Brotherhoos of Electric: Workers, 
: Publ ts Guild and possible 


others will go 
of the 
studying them 
them to RDG 


cludes mutual discussion of 


aneaad All now hold 
agreement and are 

before returning 
Overall program in- 


copies 


related 


problems possible support § and 


tackling of television. 


x 
WORLD'S FIRST ~ 


Fre-fashioned 
. Theatre 
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Pre-designed 
Pre-styled...and Bul? 


with Tomorrow's Techniques! 
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FO9F4444666664 
| | THE NEW YORK TIMES, Sunday, Aug. 11, 1946 
| ; Guest of 
7 tee REGARDING MR. BIEVER 
| CBS’ Ry IRVING SPIEGEL NBC's 
| ° ° ’ ‘e ter j . 
Bill Leonard Curtis Biever’s all motivate | The American Portrait pro- | Maggi McNellis 
inging occupation these days is | gram,” he said, “Is a fine mu- 
° creating music for CBS's | sical challenge. This nation is s 
“American Portrait’—a pro- | rich with its illustrious pi- 
| CBS | en ee pan Mpa mie magi cA ces 
gram every Saturday night | oneers and achievements, anc 
; roted 1 ideals the incidental music must at 
V-J Day (6:15), devoted to the ide al a & ' . “Your House Is 
and deeds of the nation’s his- all times blend with these nar- 
| Anniversary torical figures who molded ratives music that is lhght. On Fire” 
Show American democracy. | serious, dramatic and jocular.” 
It is a chore which Biever | He might have mentioned that 
particularly relishes érd rv’<h the guiding fathers of the pro- 
ju: tific “le - | gram are more than satisfied 
94 OO 4464669464 ; | with the Biever creations. 4449466646444 























COLUMBIA RECORDS 


| CURTIS BIEVER, Composer-Conductor 


versity of Pittsburgh's class in —_ 


soon to be released 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








will tee off here from KXYZ and be 


er—“Mile High Farmer” pro- 
— - teed for a quarter-hour each Mon- 


gram, KOA sustainer for two and | 


ST. LOUIS THREATENS 
STRIKE AS KMOX BALKS 


St. Louis, Jan. 14. 
Should KMOX, local CBS outlet, 


- getting under the new codes. In 
continue to refuse to sign a new 


Hollywood, last week, 14 CBS sound 





Heller Status on AFRA Agenda 


Continued from page 29 
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a half years, has been taken on by | day, 
Sears Roebuck & Co., on a year's | stations 
contract. KOA Agricultural Director | Programs will be sponsored by the 
Hal Henollet conducts the program | Gulf Brewing Co. 


RADIO 0.0. SERIES 


six days a week at 6-6:30 a.m 


Topeka—Joe Farrell is new an- 
nouncer for WIBW-FM, the new 
Arthur Capper FM outlet here. Fer- 
rel took a long vacation after 
recent discharge from the 
at Ft. Benning, Ga., before joining 
up at WIBW. He had earlier been 
with WEW, St. Louis, WSPA and 
WORD, Spartanburg, S. C. 

Kansas City—Dave Bain, head of 
the broadcast equipment division for 
RCA, has moved his headquarters 


here from Chi. Bain handles terri- | 
Kansas, | | 
Nebraska and | as a representative of thfe agency or 
| sponsor, will be grilled by audience 


tory including Missouri, 
Colorado, Wyoming, 


section of Illinois. 





Miami—FCC this week granted li- 
cense to Biscayne Broadcasting Co., | 
newly organized Miami outfit, to op- | 
erate on an t00 kilocycle, one kilo- | 


watt powered band in this area, 
New outlet will broadcast on a sun- 
rise to sunset schedule. 





Houston—“Design for Grand Liv- 


a listener participation show, | jectyrer on radio at N. Y. U. 


ing,” 


his | 
Army | 








| ombort? 


undreamed of 
awaits YOU in 
the World's First 


TFie-feshioned 


“Theatie 


‘+i ; contract, members of AFRA. will 
Wesnenday. 008 eta ekg | call a strike. A vote of 54-14 to use 
of the Lone Star a. | this means to obtain the new con- 
tract was voted Sunday (12) at a 
meeting called by Sterling Harkins, 
president of the local. 

KMOX’s contract with the union 
expires Jan. 31. The chief demand 
is the fixing of a $90 a week mini- 
mum to replace the present $55, and 
standard fees for all newscasts, in- 

Success the “Radio and You” | stead of merely for those made out 
lecture at Town Hall, N. Y.|of schedule, as provided in the 
this fall, has prompted expansion of present contract. New contracts be- 
the course for the new ge sie tween the union and stations KWK, 
series starting tonight (15). ‘ourse 
titled “Behind The Scenes Of Radio,” 
and running one and one-half hours, 
will include a well-known half-hour 
show as done on the air, with audi- 
ence then discussing show. Producer, 
writer and actors on show, as well | 








DOWN FOR 8 WEEKS 


of 


series 


the next 60 days, Harkins stated. 


FMA 


Continued from page 28 


ized. “Let’s not use FM’s high-fidel- 

| ity just to sell soap,” he said. Denny 
said FCC stood pat on its allocation 
of the 88-108me band to FM. 

















on any topic pertaining to the show 
or to radio in general. 

Bob Hawk’s quiz show will open 
series tonight, with “20 Questions” 


. Hofheinz pointed to FCC's long- 
following next week (22). Jinx time support of FM, and pledged the 
Falkenburg and Tex Mc¢ cel 4 will new organization to “cooperate” with | 

| follow Jan. 29; “Juvenile Jury,” Feb. 


the commission all up and down the 
line. He pointed to a_ half-dozen 


5. and House Jameson, Milo Bouiton, 
Charles Collingwood and others on 


3 ; f th FM stations that have been in the 
subsequent sessions. Direc ed Ss t * | black since they first went on the 
coufse is Gretta Baker, scripter an lair, and urged members. to follow 


their example in promoting FM as a 
‘better mousetrap.” 

“Despite the 15 times as many FM 
receivers delivered each month, and 
all the other advantages FM enjoys 
over television, advert®ers are 
scrambling tod get into television 
the way they often are—and the | and overlooking FM altogether,” 











Mrs. Thackrey 


an Continued from page 30 Se 








how to cope with children’s prob- 
lems. 
ally 


: |agency, told the audience. Urging 

ue s be occasion- | ° af pels 

aa be pgp se Pinal ell or a | promotion all along the way, Lavery 
a ‘unk. RLS MEA 





| guy who roams—and the drama help | 








said agencies definitely need to be 
sold on tact that choice time avail- 


solve se : >ms. In other 
| solve those problems eee eee able on FM represents better adver- | 
words, let’s bring the serials back adn dnesnaiunaeel than snareinal 
> , sin nvestments F: argins 
to the type of realism they had dur- | °°""'> S 
yP : itime on weak AM outlets. Some 


es the war. ; : |“FM stations jumping with jive for 
I hope radio will be able to put the bobby-sox brigade” were urged 
more, real cultural and educational | },, Lavery who said too often FM 
programs—without those horrible | has become associated in the minds 
| tags. ‘ ese “a - 
of time-buyers with long-hair music. 
A hint of some of the programs | 
mulled by Mrs. Thackrey was seen | 
in her recent FCC presentation for 
hiked power and nighttime opera- | 
tion. There, while much of the 
hoped-for night programming for 
WLIB showed little that was new, | 
some fresh ideas were noted. There 
was emphasis on radio drama experi- | its technical advantages can be used 
mentation through two projected|to experiment with new program 
shows, and some special plans for | techniques. He urged local promo- 
shows aimed at young people of|tion of FM with dealers, agencies 
high school and college level. |and the public, and warned FM 
But Mrs. Thackrey was frank in | broadcasters to set fair ad rates and 
saying that those shows will not go | to stick to them. Above all, he said, 
on unless the station gets its night- | FM’ers should not dissipate their 
time permit. | efforts by competitive selling. 
When Mrs. T. gets going, {ndie Other specific promotion schemes 
people feel, she may give some real | were headlined by Preston Pumph- 
opposition in the N.Y. market. | rey, of Maxon agency. Pumphrey 


Five Advantages 
Lavery listed five advantages of 
FM over AM for advertisers: Better 
time to sell, less competition, audi- 
ences generally of higher income and 
culture levels; FM can be used to 
test new types of advertising and 

















| said that, without good promotion, 








Advertisers begin the 


taining. 


BASIC 


ABC Network 


CLEVELAND, O 


2 ee ee ee 2 NATIONALLY 





BEGIN THE BIG GAIN with 





CLEVELAND'S Chief STATION 


in step with Cleveland's CH/EF Station—for 
long-term advertisers and large listener ac- 
ceptance prove WJW's programming does a 
consistently solid job of selling and enter- 


Wi 





|a lot of FM broadcasters would go 
| broke before they were on the air 
la year. 

Armstrong declared that FM is a 
| potential $100,000,000 a year business, 


ferior receivers which rob FM of its 
high-fidelity and harm it with the 
public. W. R. David, of General 
Electric, and Ray Manson, president 
of Stromberg-Carlson, estimated 
that between 150.000-180,000 sets 
were turned out in 1946, a little over 
1% of the total set production. Be- 
tween 3.000.000 and 4,500,000 FM 


| be produced in 1947, they estimated. 

RMA will plug FM heavily in 
|its “Radio-in-every-room” drive, Ed- 
ward Taylor, sales manager of Zen- 
ith Radio Corp., told FMA. He said 
20,000,000 prewar sets were in need 
|of replacement. and bulk of these 
would be AM-FM sets. 

Directors of FMA were elected at 
conclusion of the sessions. They are: 
.C. M. Jansky, Jr: W. R. David. 
General Electric: Hofheinz; Dillard: 
Leonard Asch, WBZA. Schenectady; 


big goin when they get R. F. Kohn, WFMZ, Allentown: 
Frank Gunther: Gordon 


Gray, 
WMIT, Winston-Salem: Ira Hirsch- 


mann, WABF. New York: Wayne 


J. Hodel, WCFC, Beckley. An execu- 
tive committee for liaison with 
FCC is yet to be named. 


| Denver—Francis 


; A. Nelson, who 
| has carried a 


commercial 
| since 1912, and was an operator with 
|Marconi Wireless, is retiring after 
|22 years with KOA. Nelson helped 


850 KC 


5000 Watts 
DAY ANDO. NIGHT 


sy ie | transmitter in 1924 and has since 
| been with the station as transmitter 


engineer, 








KSD and KXOK will begin within | 


; P i : ‘ - ically ht 
woman listener shown dramatically | Hugh Lavery, of McCann-Erickson | 


but warned against production of in- | 


_units—around 30% of the total—will | 


Coy, WINX-FM. Washington: and FE. ! 


license | 


| install the initial KOA station and | 


effects men took a vote on whether 
to withdraw from AFRA and join, 
instead, the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers. The 
vote was 10-4 in favor of IBEW. 


That move is expected to spread 
to other sound men in the principal 
production centers. There was a 
feeling among some AFRA people 
that the thing to do is go through 
the motions of challenging IBEW’s 
jurisdiction over these men, but that 








it might be best to let them go. The | 
sound men griped over AFRA’s 
failure to wipe out their wage 


| differentials, which make them low- 
paid by comparison with 
AFRA members. 

One other bit of trouble faced by 
the nets as well as AFRA concerns 
the labor-management committee in 
which the NAB was supposed to 
join. The NAB board’s refusal to 
sanction such a committee, at its 
|San Francisco meeting, last week, 
doesn’t bother AFRA. It was the 
nets, at the negotiations, who had 
insisted on such a committee. But 
the failure of NAB to go along is 
just another indication, it’s said, of 
the general idea that’s got around 
that AFRA bluffed in the first place 
| when it rattled its strike sword. 


| It’s that kind of policy—threaten- 


| ing strike, building the idea of strike | 


|among the members, and getting 
them steamed up merely as a tactic, 
without intending to go through 
with it—that bothers some national 
board members of AFRA. They feel 
that AFRA had, perhaps with good 
| intentions on the part of leaders, 
shown itself as a union that blusters, 
instead of one that speaks softly 
| but uses its fist when it reaily means 
| to fight. 


| 


| At least two members of the na- 
tional board are ready to toss these 
| queries at Heller, soon as the 
{contracts are signed. These, and 
| others, want to remind him also that 
|}a year ago he promised to decide 
| whether he wants to be national 
| chief or New York head—but that 
|he agreed he can’t carry both 
| burdens. 


The AFRA national board met in 
| N. Y. last night (Tuesday), but none 
|of those inner union matters was 
scheduled, the feeling being that 
settling the code problems, and 
| perhaps sanctioning local Holly- 


| ABC 


as 




















au Continued from page 29 


tentialities of the web’s future stake 
in video. But there’s talk that ABC 
may pull out of television in the 
coming year. 


That Stock Issue 


Similarly, some are asking what 
| about that stock issue ABC was pre- 
| paring to float last year and which 
jhas yet to come off, but with no 
immediate signs of action? Again 
| he web execs say they’re waiting 
|to see what the market does. 
Within the web itself, there’s a 
| consciousness of the general tight- 
| ening up condition, with some stir- 
|rings of uneasiness and anxiety. 
the network more 





| Business-wise, 
|than held its own last year over 
46, with a slight increase in billings. 

However, there appears to be 
|some speculation as to what the 
| switchover of the 50,000-watt WWVA 
in Wheeling from ABC back to CBS 
will do to important network ac- 
counts that put great store in the 
vital Pittsburgh-W, Va. steel-coal 
market. Noble, for one, kicked up 
quite a fuss over the web losing the 
powerful outlet, 


The network’s elimination of web 
feeds in the east from midnight to 
1 am., beginning Sunday (12), and 
the cut of eastern-originated net 
feeds between 6 and 7 p.m. effected 
|a week earlier (6) are other steps 
| regarded by some as economy mea- 
sures. In each case, net execs have 
explanations. They say that only six 
or seven stations were taking net 
shows anyway between 6-7 p.m. in 
the east, while Central Division and 
Mountain-Pacific affiliates were de- 
voting that hour to kid show repeats. 
| As for the midnight-1 a.m. curtail- 
| ment, the blame is laid on the claim 
|that nitery and hotel spots won't 
share in the cost of remotes, due 
| to. bad business and the break-up 
| of some prominent bands, 
| Nevertheless, when all the cuts, 
| Curtailments, resignations and shifts 
are added up, the feeling is that the 
ABC is currently playing its eco- 
nomic cards very close to the cuff. 











other 


losophy 
in the Catholic schools and their re- 
lation 
cipally 
with the subjects 
series of weekly broadcasts by Rey. 
Thomas J. 
of Catholic schools here. 





ee) 


wood chapter action against KFI, 
must take precedence. 


RWG Tackles NBC 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Radio Writers Guild will meet 
with NBC biggies on new wage 
demands for news room staff on 
or immediately after Jan. 20, de. 
pending on return and availability 
of Sam Moore, national president 


and local resident, who will be on 


negotiating committee. 
Guild board met with writers con. 
cerned last week to determine terms 


to be asked of the net, which has 
agreed to negotiate, according to 
permitting clause in the existing 


contract. 


Catholic School Forum 
Set by WWSW in Pitt. 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 
In an effort to describe the phi- 
and methods of teaching 


two-year 


to 
to 


the public schools—prin- 

acquaint non-Catholics 
WWSW has set a 
Quigley, 


superintendent 


Quarter-hour airers every Thurs- 


day evening at 8:15 have been sched. 
uled for balance of school year. 











PAPER 
BLIZZARD 


Baltimore, Maryland— 


Henry Hickman, WFBR 
stellar attraction for years, 
calmly and unobtrusively 
offered $5 on his Club 
show one day. Result? A 
paper blizzard ... totalling 
9,218 pieces of mail. 


For WFBR is a living, 
breathing radio station not 
just a spot on a dial. 
WFBR offers all the 
glamor of Radio City in 
smaller replica — studio 
audiences — product dis- 
plays—all the plusses that 
smart advertisers want 
and buy. It pays to adver- 
tise on Radio Station 
WFBR. Ask the Blair man 
or write WFBR, Baltimore. 
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Hooper Ratings’) 
continue to show 
that WTAG has 
more listeners 
than all other 
stations heard 
in the area’, 
combined. , 


























it KFL 


n. 14, 

L meet 
| Wage 
taff on 
20, de-« 
lability 
‘esident 
be on 
TS con. 
? terms 
ich hag 
ling to 
>xisting 


m 
1 Pitt. 


n. 14, 

he phie 
paching 
1eir res 
i—prine 
atholics 
is set a 
yy Rev, 
tendent 


Thurs- 
| sched. 
iT. 


ars, 
vely 
‘lub 
2? A 
ling 


‘ing, 
not 
dial. 

the 
y in 
udio 
dis- 
that 
vant 
ver- 
tion 
man 


ore, 








EEE 








Wednesday, January 15, 1947 


VARIETY 


TELEVISION 39 





(BS-RCA Color Squabble in Plain 
Talk Stage As Murphy Hits Rival 


CBS television veepee Adrian 
Murphy, challenging directly RCA 
claims that the latter's recently- 
unveiled all-electronic color method 
offered a solution to the teletint 
controversy, pointed out last week 
that RCA’s simultaneous system 
would make even the lowest-price’ 


ent black and white sets of com- 
parable tube size. 


Murphy also took issue with RCA 
claims that the latter’s set converter 
had punctured CBS’ biggest talking 
point for color now—that all sets 
manufactured now for low frequen- 
cy black and white reception would 
become obsolete when the FCC ulti- 





get a three-tube projection model. 
Pointing to the high cost of black 
and white projection sets, Murphy 


predicted that. any set incorporating | 


the RCA system would be compara- 
‘ple in price to 
automobile price scale. . : 

Prepping for the resumption in 
N. Y., Jan. 27, of FCC hearings on 








t enaall 
——— 


Fight Just Begun 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

RCA and DuMont are marshal- 
ing for a fight-to-the-finish with 
CBS on the question of color 
versus black-and-white _ tele- 
vision now, according to reports 
reaching Washington. 

FCC’s decision to incorporate 
an actual CBS color demonstra 
tion into the hearing record on 
television is rumored behind the 
new do-or-die attitude. 

Meanwhile the commission 
announced that it will resume 
its hearing on a CBS request to 
commercialize color tele Jan. 27 
in New York, where Columbia 
will conduct a demonstration 
for the record. Hearing will 
continue Jan. 28 in N. Y., where 
DuMont may put on a show and 
switch to RCA-Princeton, Jan. 
29 for another demonstration. 
Final days of testimony will then 
be resumed Feb. 10 in Washing- 
ton, with CBS director of re- 
search Peter Goldmark, RCA 
and DuMont witnesses on the 
stand 


~ oer 











CBS’ request for the immediate es- 
tablishment of commercial standards 


on its sequential system of color 
video, Murphy declared that the 
mass market in tele receivers lay 


in medium-size tube sets and small 
table models, not in large-screen 
projection sets. Small and medium- 
sized sets would not be possible un- 
der the RCA method, he claimed, 
whereas CBS’ sequential system 
would allow the manufacture of a 
direct-view set ranging in price only 
about $50-$100 higher than the pres- 
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a Cadillac in the | 


mately moves to the ultra-high fre- 
quencies. Combination low-and-UHF 
set devised by CBS can be built for 
only slightly less than the straight 
color set, he declared. In addition, 
| he said, the combo set is even better 
ithan RCA’s converter, since it picks 
up all three colors for conversion 
to low frequency monochrome, giv- 
ing a truer picture than RCA’s con- 
|} verter, which picks up only ihe 
green from a color camera. 

If the FCC comes through with 
the CBS request, -durphy said, the 
web will start 
transmission in color 
CBS plans to convert as rapidly as 
possible and will have a “substan- 
tial amount” of programming in 
color within a year. 





Rates to sponsors will not nec 
}essarily increase “or color transmis- 
|sion, he declared, adding that color 
| may even lower programming costs. 
As an illustration, he cited the re- 
cent CBS live color demonstration 
in which only one camera was used 
to televise a singer during the entire 
three minutes of her song. Fact 
that audience interest was held to a 


ting and trick camera effects neces- 
sary in black and white indicates, he 
said, that programmers may be able 
to operate with less studio equip- 
ment when they begin working in 
eolor, which would materially lower 
their operating costs. 


OMAHA VIEWS VIDEO, 
BUT WANTS COLOR T00 


Omaha, Jan. 14. 

First practical demonstration of 
| television ever given in this area 
| was disclosed last Friday night (10) 
at Creighton Univ. auditorium under 
sponsorship of the university’s radio- 
television department -and WOW 
(NBC). 

Lyle DeMoss of WOW was present 
}in the capacity of lecturer. There 
| were four home sets placed in front 
|of the audience. Subject televised 
| was the Creighton - Wichita basket- 
|} ball game, played in the gymnasium 
a block away. 
ceived by co-axial cable. 
came in clearly. 

The audience asked many ques- 








Images 


audience’ check revealed that it 
wanted television soon, wanted color, 
; and liked the idea of an announcer 
|in addition to the televised subject. 

University and WOW officials 
| called the test a success. Station 
will ultimately go into television. 


WNBT Preeming New 
Emlyn Williams Play 


Television becomes the medium 
for a legit play tryout for the sec- 
ond time next Sunday (19) when the 
latest Emlyn Williams . dramat, 
“Thinking Aloud,’ preems_ over 
WNBT, N. Y. NBC outlet. Williams, 
who also wrote “Night Must Fall” 
and “The Corn Is Green,” has never 
presented this one-acter to a civilian 
audience before, although he acted 
it himself 
audiences during the war. 

First legit preem on video was 
“Mr. Mergenthwirker’s Lobblies,” 
which played to an audience that in- 
cluded several motion picture and 
stage execs, and was finally pur- 
|chased by S. Sylvan Simon for Hol- 
llywood production for his 
|Cinema Theatres Corp. ‘“Mergen- 
\thwirker” was sponsored by the 
'Dramatist’s Guild for producers to 
‘audition the show. 























Washingten — Contract has been 





WRITER (Male) 
Will share his mid-town hotel suite. 
Twe large rooms, kitchen, picno, 
mald service Included. 
BRyant 9-1850, Room 802. 





jlet by Bamberger Broadcasting Co. 
|for construction of a foundation and 
|tower base for its new television 
| station to be erected here. The work 
will start shortly at the site in the 
jnorthwest section of the city, 
lof the highest locations in Washing- 
‘ton. Station’s call letters will be 
‘WWBR. 








limited commercial | 
immediately. | 


high pitch without any of the cut- | 


The game was re-| 


tions. Chief matters of public con- 
cern were: “Is_ television coming | 
soon?” “Will there be color?” ana 


“Will there be an announcer?” An/| 


in England for service | 


Radio | 


one | 


Par Goes All Out For 
Tele in One Big Swoop 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Paramount Pictures is now—but 
'definitely—in the television business. 
| It's wholly-owned subsidiary, Tele- 
i Inc., operating 





| Vision Productions, 
| W6XYZ—and soon to be KTLA— 
was commercially licensed Jan. 9, 


station in the West. Klaus 
berg, director of Teleprod, was 
simultaneousl~ handed a new five- 
year contract, while a request was 
made for FCC-release of the desired 
call letters. 
The day 
for Par 


of two nore 


Lands- 


was a veritable windfall 
It included the receipt also 
Image Orthicon cam- 
Radio Corp. of America 
total of four I. O.’s, plu 
making for a total of 
believed to be a na- 


eras fron 
Ziving ita 
eight others 
12, which is 
tional high 

Immediately taken preparations 
was to set up a fitting kickoff pro- 
gram with which to celebrate the 
event. The giant show, not neces- 
sarily a commercial, will undoubt- 
edly include many of Par’s top film 
|}names. And there are a group of 
sponsors reportedly waiting now to 
sign up to _ establish themselves 
locally as with National Broadcast- 
|ing Co.’s and others in New York 
seeking institutional prestige rather 
'than immediate return. 


ABC Tele Off 
As FCC Fiddles 


AEC television, following through 
on the plans of Adrian Samish, re- 
cently-appointed video veepee, to 
; concentrate its budget in 1947 on 
construction instead of programming, 
has decided to go off the air in N. Y 
until such time as it is able to trans- 
mit over its own station, Production 
j|last Thursday (9) night of “Melody 
| Bar Ranch” over WABD (DuMont), 
the web's N. Y. outlet, consequently, 
represented the last ABC 
Manhattan for at least the next six 
months, 

With the FCC still holding back 
on announcing station application 
grants for N. Y., ABC for the last 
year has been producing shows over 
WABD. buying time on the DuMont 
outlet at the rate of $625 per half- 
hour. DuMont execs last week an- 
nounced a month’s shutdown of 
WABD operations, beginning Jan. 27, 
to permit the installation of a new 
and more powerful transmitter. That 
gave ABC an opportunity to close its 
contract. Possibility exists that ABC 
may still produce one or two public 
relations films over the statiom, but 
there will be no more live program- 
'ming, according to Paul B. Mowrey, 
the web's national tele director. 


show in 


the FCC would come through with 


|and that ABC would be among the 
sanctioned applicants, adding he 
hoped to have ABC’s own N. Y. sta- 
tion in operation by June 1. Web, 
/meanwhile, will conduct closed cir- 
cuit experiments with its two new 
| Image Orthicon cameras, which were 
| delivered last week by RCA. I.0.’s 


| 


i 
i 





marking the first commercial tele | 


Tele’s Arts-Science Academy Bows, 
Embracing Wide Fields; Bergen Prez 





SPOSA, EMORY UPPED 
IN WABD RESHUFFLE 


Louis A, Sposa, former program 
operations manager of WABD (Du- 


Mont, N. Y.), has been named direc- | 


tor of the. station’s commercial 


operations. Sposa, in his new post, 
will consult with ad agency repre- 
entatives on all phases of tele pro- 
ramming. 

Bob Emery succeeds Sposa as pro 
gram department chief, with a new 
department established over which 


he will rule. 


Non-B casters. Into 


TBA As ‘Advisors 


Special exec committee of Tele- 
vision Broadcasters Assn. affiliate 
| members, designed to act as an ad- 
visory body to the TBA board on 
|problems of the affiliates, was e: 
|tablished at the annual TBA mem- 


Mowrey expressed confidence that | 


the N. Y. grants in the near future, | 


_will be used for a variety of remote | 


| pickups so that ABC directors, so 


|far unaccustomed to doing remotes, | 


| will know how to handle the cam- 


Until it has its own stations in 
'operation, ABC will also continue 
live programming over its other out- 
{lets on which it currently buys time, 
| including WPTZ (Philco, Philadel- 
|phia), WRGB (General Electric, 
| Schenectady) and WBKB (Balaban 
\& Katz, Chicago). FCC last week 
‘awarded ABC its station grant in 
| San Francisco, meaning the web is 
|; now set to build there—Los Angeles, 
|Chi and Detroit—with N. Y., which 
will undoubtedly become the flag- 


only one still in doubt. 


12 Calif. Permits Now, 
49 Authorized in US. 


Washington, Jan. 14. 

California won its 12th television 
station last week when FCC awarded 
building permits to ABC in San 
Francisco, and E. F. Peffer, licensee 
'of KGDM for Stockton. 

The grant in Frisco gave ABC its 
fourth television permit, since the 
net was recently licensed in L. A. 
and has franchises for Detroit and 
Chicago. 
channel 
use the No. 8 position in Stockton. 





|eras when they get on the air again. | 


ship in the five-station network, the | 


| 


! 


| 


ABC was given the No. 7} 
in Frisco, and Peffer will, 


bership 


last week. Affiliates 
TBA 


meet 


comprise those members who 


|}are in any business allied with tele- 


The grants brought to 49 the num- | 


,ber of video stations authorized for | 
commercial operation throughout the | 


'U. S. 


' 


vision but are not actual broadcast- 


ers. New committee is headed by 
Ernest Marx, DuMont teleset sales 
chief. 


First problem to be taken into con- 
sideration by the committee is that 
of apartment house installation. 
Committee members plan to study 
methods of acquainting realty men 
with installation problems in light 
of new apartment house building, 
as well as to devise means of over- 
coming the antagonism of many 
apartment house landlords against 
installation of tele sets. Committee 
will also study the talent situation, 
ad agencies and television, and all 
manufacturing problems. 

J. R. Poppele was reelected TBA 
prexy at the meeting, with G. Emer- 
son Markham, station manager of 
WRGB (General Electric, Schenec- 
tady), as veepee, suceeding F. J. 
Bingley of Phileo. Will Baltin 
re-elected secretary-treasurer, 
Paul Raibourn assistant secretary- 
treasurer. New directors elected at 
the meet for a three-year term in- 
clude Raibourn, John F. Royal, NBC 
exec veepee over -television, and 
Frank P. Schreiber, general man- 
ager of WGN (Mutual, Chicago). 

TBA membership approved the 
suggestion of Poppele to set up a 


special committee to devise a code | 
of standards for video programming. | 
Poppele is expected to announce the | 


names of members of the policy- 
forming committee within the next 
week. 


was 
and | 


‘ Hollywood, Jan. 14. 


The newly formed Academy of 
| Television Arts and Sciences held 
j its first formal meeting here Jan. 7, 
kicking off with a highly representa- 
tive group which installed Edgar 
Bergen as first president for a term 
of six months. The conclave was 
highlighted by the serio-comic ad- 
dress-performances of prexy Bergen, 
the paper read by Gayle Gitterman, 


Talent Looks at Television,” and 
the summation talk of Patrick M 
( mne Bergen indie tudlo as- 
oO te I h followed a night’s dis- 
oOo! and pitch To! vreatel CO- 
operation for the mutual benefit of 
¢ e¢ ad 1} in the industry 
| Gist of the talks va that the 
existing pirit of non-cooperatic 
jealousies and outright enmities be 


dropped and replaced by a greater 
general will for mutual aid and dis- 
with eacl learning 
the other anu thus helping de- 


cussion operato! 


fron 


velop the baby industry into a 
healthily competitive, instead of 
poisonously conflicting and contra- 


dictory, field Remainder was a 
questior and answer session in 
hich fi industry reps, cartoonists, 
radioites and prospective televisors, 


educators technicians ad 


agency 
and folk from virtually every branch 


of show biz—to the tune of approxi- 


mately 90 attendees—participated 
Bergen was elected by virtue of 

unanimous and unopposed nomina- 

tion. Others nominated, and who 


will*be voted upon at the next meet- 


ing. Feb. 4, were: First v.-p., Ronald 
Oxford, NBC; Patrick Cunning, 
Charles Brown, KFI; and Ear] Ebi, 
NBC: second y.-p., Mark Finley, Don 
Lee; R. A. Monfort, Times-Mirror 
Co.; Syd Cassyd, Film World; Ar- 
thur Babbitt, Screen Cartoonists 


Guild; Gayle Gitterman, Metro, and 


S. R. Rabinoff, American Television 
Laboratories; secretary, Marcin 
Drake, Bergen-Cunning; recerding 
secretary, James Vandeveer, KFT, 
and O. A. Ingstrom, Glendale 
Schools; treasurer, J. Clinton Stan- 


ley, Teleways, Irc.; Joseph Burke, 
Film Research; Harmon Stevens, 
Modern Arts Theatres, and R. A, 
Monfort, T-M; corresponding secre- 
tary, Don McNamara, Telefilms, Inc. 
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Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
ONITED REXALL DRUG CO 
Friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., EST 


| M-G-M—"This Time for Keeps” 
“It Happened in Brooklyn” 
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The Distinguished Song Stylist 


RUTH EVTING 


RUDY VALLEE PROGRAM 


Tuesday, Jan 21st, Eight P.M., EST 
NBC 


Exclusive Direction 


Associated Booking Corp. 
JOE GLASER, President 
745 Fifth Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 
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ARA Threat of Suit Induces RCA 


To Withdraw Phil Harris Diskings 


Hollywoad, Jan. 14. 

RCA-Victor has been warned by 
the receivers for the bankrupt ARA 
record company that if it continues 
to market recordings by Phil Harris 
of the tunes, “Darktown Poker Club” 
“That’s What I Like About the 
South” that legal action will result. 
ARA bases its threat on the theory 
that it has prior right to the record- 
ing of these two tunes, both of which 
were made by Harris for ARA some 


time ago, and apparently feels that 
Victor’s sale of them wili in some 
wav interfere with whatever record- 
ings of them the receivers have on 
hend for sale as part ql ARA's as- 
Sets 

Terms of Harris’ invalid contract 
with ARA stipulated that he could 


not make the same tunes for another 
company within a certain period of 
time. as sorne companies, including 
Victor. insert in their contracts. This 
is what caused Victor to immediately 
stem production on the disks on re- 
cept of ARA’s advice of action. At- 
torneys for ARA co not know, the) 
what direction will tak« 
whether it will sue for profits Victol 


earned on 


nde 
sav. tnis 


the disks or a injunction 


t further production 
Meanwhile, the American Federa- 
tion of Musiciars may be dragged 
into the case and if it is things may 
pop. Harris worked for ARA under 
a clause that everything between 
them is subject to union regulations. 
Before signing Harris, Victor queried 
Petrillo and assertedly was told that 
he could do anything for thaf label. 
Which Victor assumed to mean also 
items he previously made for ARA. 
Whether the union’s interest in the 
case through that clause will stand 
up in a court fight is problematical. 
Both Victor and Harris, inciden- 
tally. feel that ARA’s move is noth- 
ing more than an attempt to harass 
(a) Harris into meking a deal on 
the $35,000 or so he’s owed in royal- 
ties by ARA, or (b) his purchase of 
15 unreleased masters by him listed 
among the company’s assets, or (c) 
Victor's purchase of these masters. 
Harris had offered the receivers 
$1,000 for them. Victor was also of- 
fered them, but turned down a deal. 


Meanwhile, disposal of ARA as- 
sets andesettling up with creditors 
continues. Trustee has paid off the 
Union Bank and Trust Co., which 
held a licn of some $60,000 against 
shcllac supplies on hand. Some $50,- 
000 has been paid off on tax liabili- 
ties. 


agains 





Ted Garden has resigned as thea- | tor, etc., is invaluable to these in- | 


tre booker for the Lawrence Golden 
office to join in the prodaction of 
legit shows with Jerry Cargill. 











‘Memphis Maestro Barely | 


Misses Death in Accident_ 
Memphis, Jan. 14. 
Johnny Long, a local danceband 

leader, not the name maestro, had a 
narrow escape from death by freez- 
ing last week in a boating accident 
that killed a companion, W. C. Cris- 
well, of Yazoo City, Miss 


Long, Criswell and Colin Ande! 
son. also of Mississippi, were duck- 
hunting in Mississippi when then 


boat struck a snag, overturned and 


“shore” in the 


sank. They swam to 

chillv waters, but “shore” turned out 
. e * | 

to be covered with sub-zero back 


ater waistdeep in the thick under- 
brush. 

For 30 hours, Long clung to a log. 
while Anderson tried to make his 
way out of the swampland in 
earch of help. Sometime during 
the night Criswell slipped off the 
loge and drowned while Long, t0o 
stiff to move, was’ helpless to save 
him. Fay Anderson, brother ol 
Colin and a former Memphis band 
musician, flew the 
of ‘the party 
morning, spotted his 
exhausted and nearly frozen 
distance from Long. Rescue parties 
finally got the two out and into the 
Yazoo City hospital. Doctors "°° 
thought Long’s feet would have to 
be amputated, but he began to re- 
cover quickly and is back in front 
of his band here this week. 

Long was formerly leader of the 
WMC staff orchestra and his band 
has been featured at Club Clearpool, 
Rainbow Lake and other suburban 
spots here. 


CAMARATA’S UNIQUE 
FREELANCE SETU 


Tuttie Camarata, who before going 
to England last year to score J. Ar- 
thur Rank’s “London Town” film, 
was a recording director for Decca, 
is now a freelance director, working 
under terms that make him perhaps 
unique in the field. He'll hook up 
for individual disk dates with any 
|}company meeting his demands, from 
| $1,000 a session up, with the disker 
|paying musician’s salaries and guar- 
janteeing his name on each finished 
disk. 


over scene in 
eal ly 


brothel! 


search missing 
next 


some 


Camarata has handled dates for 
{various indie manufacturers in re- 
cent weeks “under similar terms. 


|His ability as an arranger, conduc- 


dies since too often there is no one 
connected with them who has the 
required experience. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machimes 


1. Old Lamplighter (9) (Shapiro-B)....... Kay levee. -. Calompe 
2. For Sentimental Reasons (8) (Leeds)... : Charlie Spivak. gt ee oe 
3. Ole Buttermilk (14) (Burke-VH)...... amet ete 


4. Huggin’ and Chalkin’ (2) 


(Hudson).... 


Hoagy Carmichael... .Decca 


5. Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah (6) (Santly-Joy) ... aeee oo : Phe 
6. Gal In Calico (5) (Remick)........ ua Bing ee is eagle oe bw 
7. Whole World Singing Song (6) (Robbins) : Jank ostth oe ae C "Contd 
8. Things Did Last Summer (11) (Morris).. \ rak Winewre. Nabe 
9. Rumors Are Flying (16) (Oxford)...... tee dies ba 
19. Sooner or Later (1) (Santly-Joy).. .. Sammy Kaye.. 


cies a Wee 


Coming Up 


Oh, But I Do (Remick) 


Guilty (Feist) 
Miserlou (Colonial) 


Best Man (Vanguard) 
On the Boardwalk (BVC) 


Just Squeeze Me (Robbins) 


ee ee eee 


This Is Always (BVC) 


If I'm Lucky (BVC) 


Sonata (Oxford) .... 


You Keep Coming Back (Berlin) 


Anniversary Song (Mood) ............ 





{ Dinah Shore. Columbia 


* ) Margaret Whiting ...Capito] 
Margaret Whiting Capitol 
Jan August ._Diamond 


{ King Cole Trio Canito! 


| Les Brown. Columbia 
{ Dick Haymes...... Decea 
| Starlighters Mercury 


{ Paul Weston........ 
| Dick Jurgens... 
{ Harry James .....Columbia 
{| Dick Haymes Decca 
( Perry Como.......... Victor 
{ Jimmy Dorsey .......Decca 
{ Perry Como.......... Victor 


Capitol 
...Columbia 


*** ) Carmen Cavallaro Decca 
{ Bing Crosby..........Decca 
oe Pik i Jo Stafford......... Capitol 


Al Jolson..... ..-Decca 


wy 


| British Best Sheet Sellers 


| (Week-Ending Jan, 2) 
London, Jan. 3. 
Five Minutes More......Morris 
We'll Never Grow Old.Strauss-M. 
To Each His Own....... Victoria 
Bless You.... Noel Gay 
You Hurt One You Love.B. Wood 
Someday You'll Want Me..Dash 
It’s All Over Now.....Connelly 
Down in the Valley.. .. Leeds 
Too Many Irons in Fire..Connelly 


ereee 


The Old Lamplighter Dash 

Primrose Hill . Wright 

Let It Be Soon..... F. D. & H. 
Second 12 

Till Then.... Chappell 


One Night in Old Seville. FD&H. 
Anytime at All Macmelodies 
Voice in the Night Southern 


Sooner or Later...... Sun 
Three Beautiful Words W-W 
Pretending... ... B. Wood 
Getting Nowhere Berlin 
Zip-a-Dee-Boo-Dah Sun 
If I’m Lucky Chappell 
Fuzzy-Wuzzy .... = Oe a 
My Heart Isn’t In It .. Leeds 








Nyaa, Nyaa You 
Cant Catch Me 


John LaTouche is still playing 
and hounds with Ted Fetter’s 
lawyers, as the latter obtained an- 
other court extension to serve notice 
of legal action on LaTouche 
suit filed by them in 1943. 

Legal tiff arose over tune, “Taking 
a Chance on Love,” composed by 
Fetter and LaTouche for the Metro 
film, “Cabin in*the Sky.” Song was 
originally published by Miller Mu- 
sic, then assigned to Leo Feist. Fet- 
er is charging Loew’s, Feist. Miller 
and LaTouche with a conspiracy to 
defraud him and destroy his quarter 
|interest in the song. Included in the 
charges against Loew’s is failure to 
give Fetter screen credit for use of 
“Takiftg a Chance” in another pro 
duction, “I Dood It.” He's 
$87,500 damages. 


here 


on a 


asking 


Chase to serve LaTouche began 
in July, 1944, and was then sus- 


| pended by court consent while La- 
Touche was in the service. Follow- 
ing his discharge, lawyers started 
after the composer and playwright 
again, and as of ‘ast week had yet 
to catch him with summons. Fri- 
day (10) Federal Judge Simon Rif- 
kin granted a further extension 
service. 


for 





$6,000,000 SUIT VS. 
SOUTHERN DISMISSED 


Perry Bradford $6,000,000 — suit 

gainst Southern Music was tossed 
|; out yesterday (Tuesday) by~ Su- 
preme Court Judge Kenneth 
O'Brien, after four days’ trial. 
ASCAP, originally included in the 
action, was cleared Friday (10). 


| Bradford claimed that 39 songs he 
wrote and gave to Southern as col- 


lateral for a $100 loan were con- | 
verted and that he was squeezed out 


of the profits by both ASCAP and 


Southern. When ASCAP showed 
that none of the tunes was ever 
{given public performance, _ suit 


against it was dismissed. 

Yesterday Southern’s attorneys 
stated that the songs were worth- 
less, and that Southern had never 
received eny income or enhance- 
ment of prestige from owning rights 
to them for five years. They showed 
evidence that the pub had offered 
to return the tunes for repayment 
of the $100 plus interest. 

Suit had already been dismissed 


once for failure to prosecute, but 
, was reinstated at the behest of 
| Bradford's attorneys. 


‘Gaillard Trio Canned 


By Florentine Gardens 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
Slim Gaillard Trio summarily was 
lived off the show at Florentine Gar- 
dens last week after Gaillard re- 
peatedly had shown up late for per- 


‘ormances, William Morris agency. 
which spotted turn into nitery at 
$1,500 per week, did not challenge 


dismissal. Act had two weeks to go 
on a month’s booking. 

Almost immediately after being 
cancelled out, act broke up and Gail- 


lard will try doing a single, under 
Morris’ aegis. Tiny Brown, who 
played bass in threesome, has 


) formed own trio, and was booked by 
,General Artists Corp. into Bonanza 
Club, Reno. 


A 











If Frank Sinatra has made the top, 


nificent rendition of “Soliloquy” 
from “Carousel” (two 12 in. Colum- 
bia faces) represents, above all else, 
a notable triumph over adverse 
criticism. No performer (and we are 
not unmindful of Rudy Vallee) has 
ever had a press as vituperative as 
Sinatra’s. Practically from the start 
it has been fashionable to ridicule 





him. On occasion the ridicule turned 
| to sheer viciousness. 


Everything considered, it is almost 
miraculous that Sinatra has pros- 


|pered in the face of such snideness. 


There were some favorable opinions, 

















Suggested Program 
“Little Brown Jug”—Glen Mil- 
| Jer (Bluebird). 

“Stardust’—Edgar Hayes (Dec- 
ca). 

“Cocktails for 
Jones (Victor). 

“Sweethearts On Parade” — 
Louis Armstrong (Okeh). 


Two"—Spike 





“If I Didn’t Care”—Tie Ink 
Spots (Decca). 
“Soliloquy Frank Sinatra 


(Columbia). 








of course, but they were conspicu- 
ously in the minority. The general 
feeling was that Sinatra was a pass- 
ing fancy. We know now how much 
in error it was. 

Obviously, Sinatra is a fine singer 
—certainly one of the best male 
vocalists around at the moment 
when you view him from all angles 
showmanship, selection of material, 
|ete. That, though, seems relatively 
unimportant to us, What is that 
he had the ability and the guts to 
mature when the press was sniping 
at him from all sides. 

One magazine in particular took 
vast delight in viewing Sinatra with 
jalarm. There was, for example, a 
story written by a staffer who likes 
to think of himself as a member of 
the eye-witness school of reporting. 


iS 


It was a scathing account of a Sina- 


tra performance at Lewisohn Sta- 
dium—which the staffer did not at- 
tend. One day, at one of this same 
magazine’s editorial luncheons the 
big boss frowned when oné 
little men mentioned Sinatra's name. ' 
| Within a few moments he had con- 
|ceived a brilliant idea. The mag 
| would assign John Dewey or some 
}other prominent philosopher to write 
jan article about Sinatra’s degenerate | 
influence on the youth of America. 
(The piece, as far as we know, never 
came off.) Not so very long ago, | 
Sinatra delivered a speech on equal- 
ity to the pupils at a mid-Western . 
high school where there had been 
racial tension. This same sheet cov- 
ered*the story from an angle de- 
signed to make Sinatra look like a 
fool. It was a disgraceful example of 
journalism, but it served only to 
make Sinatra a bigger man. 
Sinatra’s recording of “Soliloquy” 
is the performance of a great guy 
rather than a great singer. It is one 
of the most exciting disks 
leased. “Soliloquy.” in case 
not have seen “Carousel,” 
speculation of a man who is about 
to become a. father. He wonders 
what his child will be like. As a 
piece of writing, there is little in the 
repertoire of the musical stage to 
compare with Oscar Hammerstein | 
II's lyric. It is magnificent, but in the 
mouth of an inept singer it might 
sound maudlin, Anyone who would 
sing the words convincingly must 
have a special talent. Sinatra has 
that talent. There are unquestion- 
ably faults to be found with his 
performance, but they are technical 
matters. Important is his interpre- 
| tation. He is young, tough, indig- | 
nant, and proud. If he lacks power 
in certain spots, he more than makes 
up for it with sincerity. Sinatra is. 
in a word, terrific. This is a Colum- 
bia Masterworks recording—which 
is part of what we meant when we 


ever re- 
you may 
is the 


said that Sinatra made it the hard 
way. This year may produce a better 
disk than this one, but we would 


not count on it. It's obviously a must 
for jocks and home-spinners. (Its 


format precludes its use on jukes, of 
course.) 


Of the slight number of disks ree | 
leased this: week there are at least 
a few that shape 


up as money- 
mekers. Xavier Cugat's vast audi- 
ence, for example, will like two 
one-steps —“Tourades En Madrid” 
and “Morena”—which make up his 
latest Columbia. They are both 


| played. with Cugat’s customary swirl. 
'La Valiente does a pleasant vocal 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 


he’s made it the hard way. His mag- | hit side. As is always the cas 


of his | 


'“Rainbow at Midhight,” 








jon “Morena,” which sounds like the 


. a 
Latin-American stuff, these — 


will have limited Wurlitzer appeal 
They are fine bets, however, for the 
pancake turners as well as anyone 
who fancies the paso doble. ’ 

Two sentimental ballads — “yyy 
|Number One Dream Came True” anq 
“You Should Have Told Me”—are 
provided with appropriately languor. 
ous interpretations by Les Brown and 
his band on Columbia. Doris Day 
who, incidentally, improves with 
every new release (she’s no longer 


with Brown), sings on both faces 
The coin machines will go for this 
disk, especially “You Should Have 
Told Me.” 


You will be hearing a lot of Dinah 
Shore’s “Sooner Or Later” (Colum. 
bia) on the nickelodeons. The tune 
is a hit and Miss Shore does it with 
all her commercial flair. Morris 
Stoloff's orchestra backs her up 
nicely. Coupling, which will do all 
right too, is “And So to Bed” (which 
Miss Shore is using as a sign-off 
| theme for her radio show.) It should 
hardly be necessary to add that the 
jockeys will give a big play to both 
sides 

Benny Goodman's 
Plays Fine Piano” and “Hora Stae- 
cato” (Columbia) are two of the 
most effective things he’s done in a 
long time, but their appeal is prob- 
ably limited. “Man,” a tune by Joe 
Bushkin and Johnny DeVries, is 
largely a showcase for Bushkin’'s 
keyboard work, It comes under the 
hot classification and, as such, will 
not be heard too much on the jukes, 
“Hora Staccato” is a virtuosic per- 
formance by Goodman. His fans will 
love it, but here again, it is prob- 
ably too specialized to become a 
prodigious seller. Both sides, by the 
way, provide jocks with what should 
be a welcome change of pace. 

Cactus combos are still waxing 
“Divorce e C.O.D.,” which prom- 
ises to be one of the big hillbilly 
wows. The newest version is on Co- 


“Man Here 














Best Bets 

Hot—‘Man Here Plays Fine 
Piano” (Benny Goodman). 

Hillbilly—“Divorce Me C.O.D.” 
(Johnny Bond). 

Ballad “Sooner Or Later” 
(Dinah Shore) and “You Should 
Have Told Me” (Les Brown). 

Latin - American “Morena” 
(Xavier Cugat). 

Dance —+‘My Number One 
Dream Came True” (Les Brown). 

Special — “Soliloquy” (Frank 
Sinatra). 








lumbia by Johnny Bond and His 
Red River Valley Boys. It’s a cinch 
for the bucolic boxes. Coupling, 
is pretty 
conventional. Jocks, by the way, are 
inclined to overlook hillbilly items. 
We think this is often a mistake. 
“Divorce Me C.O.D.,” for example, 
should have a wide appeal. We rec- 
ommend it. 

Louis Armstrong's “Do You Knov 


What It Means to Miss New Or- 
leans?” and “Eddie” (Victor) are 


simply not in a class with the mem- 
orable Armstrong faces. Both tunes 
are from. “New Orleans,” Louis 
forthcoming movie and neither 1S 
very distinguished. The chief in- 
terest lies in Armstrong's singing, 
which remains almost as marvelous 
as it was in the old days. If this disk 
sells, it will undoubtedly be in race 
locations, 


SCALE JUMP ACTION 
SLAPPED ON FOSTER 


Effects of the scale jump musi- 
cians who are members of New 
York local 802 of the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians got in Sept. 
1945, retroactive to Feb., '44, are still 





being felt by maestros as well as 
802, which still hasn’t caught UP 


with tooters who have coin coming. 
There have been innumerable ac- 
tions against name leaders for extré 
coin on the basis of the delayed 
boost, the latest being against Chuck 
Foster for a run at the New Yorker 
hote! during the summer of 1944. 

However, his man, confused a bit 
by the quick changes in scale rates, 
applied for extra coin on the bas's 
of the current scale, raised again 
last summer, instead of the previous 
rate. This took a bit of straight- 
ening out before his claim became 
valid. Jerry Wald and Leo Reis- 
man are also the object of similar 
suits. 
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Delayed Royalty Payments From 
Indie Diskers Irk Major Music Pubs 


Many major music publishers in ¢ 
New York, who have been rolling 
with the failure of some indie disk 
manufacturers to pay mechanical 
royalties on time, appear to be get- 
ting a bit impatient with the delayed 








By BERNIE WOODS 
With the fold last week of the 400 
Club, New York, intended 
| withdrawal two weeks hence of the 


Dick Gabbe to Romm Agcy. 


Dick Gabbe, 
Jimmy 
handler of 


former and the 


Dorsey and 


manager of 
currently 


payments. Last week, Leeds Music, | "4 Jerry Wald’s orchestra, | Aquarium Restaurant, N.Y., from 
for one, went after some 23 inde- | joins Harry Romm’s agency in New ak allt ‘cai pe 

pendents with registered letters con- York, Monday (20). Gabbe is cur- | the list o ee re we 
cerning monies due and others have | rently on his way in from the Coast, | bands, plus other events, it seems 
peen developing ideas of examining | where he has been for the past year | that the band business is headed 


or more. After leaving Dorsey, he 
took over management of the Dor- 
sey’s Casino Gardens, Ocean Park, 
subsequently leaving that spot to 
handle Wald. 

Whether in joining Romm as the 
latter’s assistant Gabbe will give up 
all other connections, isn't known. 


M-G Disk Plant 
Begins Rolling 


indie books via commissioned ac- 
countants. It seems some of the 
pubs feel that their leniency on 
royalties due has been taken ad- 
vantage of by some diskers and they 
don’t intend to allow it to go too far. 

Since last fall, most of the better- 
Jooking indies such as Majestic, Mer- 
eury, Cosmo, et al., have been dis- 
charging publisher royalty indebt- 
ness piece-meal, fighting to clean up 
one quarter in this way before an- 
other quarter payment came due. 
And, according to Harry Fox, agent 
and trustee for virtually all pub- 
lishers in such matters, they have 
been doing a good job. Apparently, 
some publishers do not agree. 

Reason the majority of pubs 
originally agreed to accept delayed 
royalty statements from various in- 
dies was based on thoughts that their 
action might result in some of the 
beleaguered companies fighting their 
way through to solid ground, which 
in the end eould only benefit the 
mnusie business as a whole. They did 
the same thing with Degea in the 
latter's early days and have never 
regretted their action. 


| back to the pre-war basis on which 
| it was built. 
| bandsmen feel 
better. 

Such spots as 
Aquarium, and 
eounterparts in other cities, paid ab- 


And a good many 
that it’s all for the 


the 400 and the 
their temporary 
normally high prices for top names 
but served a purpose during the war 
when because of conditions it 
| impossible to build new bands. 
they have no place in the normal 
| olaieré. Not when they go so far 
o-ealled “name lo- 
Pressing plant which will turn out | | as to leave the so-e8 “ 
disks for the new M-G lebel. Metro | cations’ completely devoid hat e 
subsid, went into action at Bloom-| Dest band talent because of those 
field, N. J., during the past week, | high prices. 
with 12 girls operating pressing ma- | The Gamble 
chines. However, though the fac-| Like the one-night booker who is 
tory has already begun ‘turning out! able to afford a gamble with two 
platters none of its output will see | or three upcoming orchestras on the 
the light of circulation until at least strength of whatever profits might 
March 1. Purpose is to create a pe made from top names, the loca- 
backlog large enough by that date | tion spots that have been for years 
to make a national impression on playing the Dorseys, James, et al., 


dealers’ counters. | with lighter names in between, 
Meanwhile, the new company’s re- 


was 





Now 





' | the prestige and financial returns of | 
. cording plans are going into full | those No. 1 names to continue to do | 

' e am swing. Jimmy Dorsey makes his’ their job for the overall good of the 
first disks this Friday (17) in New | business. During the war, they 


York and will be followed immedi- 
ately by Blue Barron, who's also do- | occupy a most important place in the 
ing his initial session. Raymond i scheme of things 

Scott is due soon, too, along with} 
vocalist Melen Forrest. Other bands | 


were unable to do so. And they do 


As Cosmo Prexy; 


Money, while it’s of obvtous im- 


: q . ands that have and 
bd signed to Metro, those of Ziggy ElI- | portance to the band reg A seers 
: y {will play such spots, is not every- 
man, Sy Oliver and Buddy Weed, ; = Snagit 
’ oe - : ’ , ..- >| thing, it’s stressed. There's prestige 
have already turned in their initial Het Fine ataw'a 
sessions attached to working Frank Dailey’s 
" 3 5. . 7 P . h eviv: i 
Gosmo Records underwent another While it seems to have a consid- Meadowbrook, the Pennsylvania 


hotel, N.Y., Palladium Ballroom, 
Hollywood, and a dozen other spots 


exedutive personnel shakeup last 
week, which pushed Niek Wells out 
of the presidency only a few weeks 


erable amount of talent already on 
hand, between the bands and singers 
not connected to Metro film con-| 





after he assumed the position. As of | tracts, and those that are, the co | These are the locations thet help 

. 4 m-} z . P 2 } 
the moment the spot is being left pany is going ahead after talent. build the bands, hand in hand with 
open until a reorganization of the | Negotiations have been going on | recordings, which have been for 


firm is completed. At the same time | durin 
> g the past week f . 
there have been rumors of another “4 or Hal Mc t 


Intyre’s orchestra. 

-_ ane into the indie, which Kate Smith cuts her first sides for 
as had more rough going the past | M-G-M record t 

few months than a derailed loeomo- a 


by Jack Milier’ r 
tive, involving some $600,000. It’s Ainge rscacitrste 


Sten Sek en hoooe a | Wan, Lahel Gots Retell 
Symph as Reichhold 


years now the most important me- 
dium, and without them the band 
' business would be in a fine fix. 


That business conditions and other 
reasons are pushing the top names 
back to such locations has been evi- 
dent in some measure for some time 
and it increases day by day. Before 
the band business can reach back for 
its pre-war importance such a trend 
must become national, most im- 





would require a sum similar to that 
to put the company into anything 
resembling a sound financial condi- 








tion. M . ; 

portant bandsmen feel. 
Wells’ exit from Cosmo is more oves In as Bd. Chm. 
surprising in view of the fact that 


Henry Reichhold, Detroit money- 
man, who has been planning an en- 
lander, currently in control of the|try into the recording field, last 
firm by reason of the amount of | week took a position as chairman of 
eoin he poured into it during the | the board of Vox Records, a New 
reign of Harry Banks, founder and | York outfit connected with Polydor, 
prez of the firm until last month,!a French label. Reichhold’s connec- 
when he left to set up his own | tion with Vox, which has concerned 
Cardinal Records in N. Y. Wells’ | itself with the marketing of only 
heave-ho was accomplished while he classical and moppet disks, brings to 
himself was away in Florida on | that company the Detroit Symphony, | 0Pened its doors two weeks ago, is 
vacation. which Reichhold is spiritually and | aiming at a name band policy. 

Meanwhile, it seems Cosmo has | financially backing. | Operators of the spot are currently 
been stripped of two of its band! Vox will cut the Detroit Symph | dickering for Elliott 
properties. Tony Pastor's contract | and via the connection with Polydor, | Tchestra, or at least have made an 
was up last week and he’s negoti-|the orchestra's disks will go into |°ffer for him to General : 
ating with Mercury Records; Hal! various European countries and, in |Corp. They want the band for eight 
McIntyré is dickering with the new | exchange, works by the Viennese | Weeks with options. ’ 


he’s a brother-in-law of Rubin Us- 





New Copa, Chi, 





Copacobana, Chicago, which 








M-G-M Records. | Philharmonic will be marketed here| At the moment the spot, which | 
| by Vox. Whether the company will seats around 600 people, is using an 
LUCILL } eventually go into the pop field in all-act show headed by singer 
E BALL DROPS |the U. S._is undisclosed. George Frankie Parker. How this policy | 
; Mendel ssohn is en of Vox. would be affected by the use of 
SUIT AGAINST VICTOR. — a jname bands isnt known. And if 
| Lawrence is signed the spot would 
Hollywood, Jan. 14. Neal Hefti Forming Own at least partially make up for the. 
Following conferences with Eli Band, Backed by Hub Coin loss of the Panther Room of the 
Oberstein, when the RCA-Victor | . Bost Jan. 14 Sherman hotel as a band spot. It 
veepee was on Coast recently, Lu- | Neal Hefti. f es ‘Waeaw Her. @rops name orchestras Feb. 27. 
the hans has agreed quietly to drop | hn gece is eetiel te ent pars a 
e « . is § s 
in cette Sher g nh gge ogg aes) his own band in matter of weeks. | GARFIELD EASTS 
plattery to cease circulating a re- He figures to begin rehearsing when | 3 Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
cording of “Carnival in Rio,” on his wife, Frances Wayne, former | Harry Garfield, vet Coast contact 
which she vocalized afront band of | 4erman vocalist, finishes current en- | for Harms, Inc., left over weekend 
her husband. Desi Arnaz. Victor | 8@8ement at the Satire Room of the | for New York to become profes- 


sional manager of Witmark. Both 
from | pubs are Warner Bros. subsids. 

Ball stated that she had made the former members of Herman’s and| No.one yet tabbed to replace Gar- 
Waxing as a gag and with clear un- | Les Brown's bands. and is going in | field, moving into spot vacated when 
derstanding that it would not be re- for sweet and swing. Hub angel is |Norman Foley joined Robbins-Feist- 


leased for public consumption. bankrolling the deal. i Miller combine. 


| Fensgate. 
Hefti is recruiting his band 


will continue to produce the disk. 
In her original complaint, Lucille 





BAND BIZ RECONSTRUCTION ERA 





PRE-WAR BAala 


in New York and various other cities. | 


Eyes Band Policy 


Lawrence's | 


Artists | 


‘Whittemore Again 
Band Dept., This 


Armstrong’s Concert Date 








Louis Armstrong and his orchestra 
will do a concert at Carnegie Hall 
New York, again Feb. 8. Affair is 
not connected with any magazine; 


it is being promoted by Greer John 
son and Bob Snyder, who stage 
concerts at Town Hall, 
Feather. 

Armstrong will be accompanied by 
Ed Hall’s small combo, with 
he'll work in the first part of the 
| performance. Later his full band 
| will take the stage. Earl Hines will 
also be on the bill. 


Sonoras Low-Cost 


jaZZ 


and Leonard 





Recording and music 
eyeing with some disbelief the move 
by Sonora Records in marketing a 
new Black label series at 39c retail 
(85c, plus tax). With counter prices 
of disks 





being figured in fractions, Sonora’s 


in the trade last week and there has 
been some conversation 


pany’s disks may have some effect 


on the market just as Decca’s shift | 
into the 35c field years ago infiu- ' 


Music Pubs Stock 


enced downward price trends by 


| Victor and Columbia. 


At the moment, Sonora is one of 
a dozen indies fighting to keep alive 
and 
field is an endeavor to strengthen 
sales. Whether or not it could ever 
have any effect on the retail market 
| with a 39¢c disk is looked upon as 
| remote, but, it’s felt, anything can 
'happen. On the 39c label will be 
|George Towne’s orchestra, Snub 
| Moseley orchestra, Roberta Lee, Roy 
Smeck, Jerry & Sky, hillbilly team. 
| Sonora, incidentally, claims it will 


platters. Experienced: recording men 


| say they cannot see how it’s possible | 


unless the compound is of exceed- 
ingly cheap materials. 


Herb Hendler Forms Own 


Rainbow Disk Business, 





Herb Hendler, who left as head of 
Cosmo Records’ artist and repertoire 
division last month and is now suing 
that company for more than $20,000 
due him on an unexpired contract, 
has gone into the disk business on 
i|his own. He's in association with 
Harry Fromkes, former owner of the 
| Playhouse legit theatre in N. Y. and 





| for years a devotee of jazz. 

| They have formed a company 
called Rainbow _ Records, with 
Fromkes’ backing, and with the lat- 
ter as president, Hendler as v.p. in 
| charge of recording and _ Eddie 
Heller, who also left Cosmo last 
| week, as v.p. in charge of sales. They 
will make no pop disks for some 
time, launching the venture on cer- 
| tain album ideas, etc., developed by 
|'Hendler. Disks will be pressed by 
|indie plants with whom arrange- 
ments have already been completed. 





Clothing Scramble Mars 
Sammy Kaye One-Nighter 


Lynchburg, Jan, 14. 
Forty hats and coats, worth hun- 
dreds of dollars, vanished from City 
{Armory during the Sammy Kaye 
dance here Jan. 6. Promoter Darrin 
|O’Brien spent next day assuring an- 
gry patrons he was not responsible 


since concession had been leased. 
Police said in the mad scramble to 
leave after the hop, the crowd ap- 


parently exchanged hats and coats— 
and some took a few too many 

Over 5.000 packed the dance floor 
with Kaye inaugurating his Monday 
night series of “lead-a-band” per- 
- formances. 


@ Jack 


which | 


Disk Stirs Trade 


people are | 


produced by major com- 
panies being forced upward by in- | 
creased production costs and the | 


margin of profit on even a 50c disk | 
move created quite a bit of comment:} 


concerning | 


aia | the remote possibility that the com- | 


it’s move into the lower-priced | 


be making a profit on the lower price | 


With Fromkes Backing 


Scrams MCA 
Time Makes It Stick 


Whittemore res 


igned from 

Music Corp. of America’s band de- 
partment again last week, the fe th 
key member of that branch of the 
agency to depart within the past 
| yeal His resignation will be effec- 
tive by the end of this week, possi- 
bly sooner if he gets his affairs in 
der before then. It has nothing to 

do with MCA’s bonus allotments. 
which, at least as far as Whittemore 


is concerned, was equal to the 
vious year’s payoff. 

What Whittemore intends to do is 
sO far unknown, even to himself. 
He has several things in mind, any 
one of which he may decide to go 
into between now and the end of 
this week, or later. One is an idea 
of joining forces with several other 


pre- 


men in the personal management 
field. However, nothing is definite 

With MCA approximately 10 vears, 
first as head of its Atlanta office 
and for the past eight at its New 


York headquarters, Whittemore was 
one of the mainstays of the band di- 
vision, first under Sonny Werblin 
and for the past six months or so 
under Larry Barnet. His exit fol- 
lows by weeks the resignation of 
Lyle Thayer from the agency's 
Coast branch. Last summer, Russ 
Facchine quit the band department 
on the Coast. About this time last 
Russ Lyon walked out of MCA 
to set up his own agency. 
Whittemore quit MCA once before, 
late last summer. He was talked out 
'of his move, however, by Werblin, 
head of the agency’s N.Y. office and 
appeared to have settled back into 
his spot. 


|; year, 


} 


Up As Lithograph 
Strike Threatens 


publishers in New York 
during the past week ‘ave been 
deeply concerned about the possi- 
bility of a strike by the Amalga- 
mated Lithographers of America, 
Local No. 1, halting the printing of 
| music and some have gone to great 
| lengths to protect themselves against 
| such a possibility. They have placed 
| orders in vast lots with printers, a 
dangerous procedure with some pub- 
lishers since the songs involved are 


Music 


not yet definite hits and others, 
which are riding high, can come 
down suddenly enough to catch 


pubs with overloaded inventories. 
Lithographers have named Jan. 23 

as the date on which they will walk 

out if increased salary demands, etc., 


are not met. During the latter part 
of last week, negotiations between 
the union and the Music Printers’ 
Assn. reached the point wherein the 
possibility of a strike halting print- 
ing plants was deemed “unlikely.” 
but the threat, nevertheless, is still 
there. 





‘HIT PARADE’ TARGET ON 
‘LAMPLIGHTER’ SONG 


Most music publishers thought 
last fall. when Warner Bros.’ suit 
against the Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
was deeméd a just cause of action 


by the N. Y. State Court of Appeals, 
that the program would. be more 
careful in its rating of tunes. Ap- 


par¢ ntly 
action 


that’s not so, according to 
taken by Shapiro-Bernstein. 
S-B forewarded to Foote, Cone & 


Belding, agency on the Luckies ac- 
count, a rather sharply worded 
letter re the program’s handling of 


its “Old Lamplighter” 
past 10 weeks or so, 
pointed out, “Lamplighter” has been 
No. 1 in sheet sales and record sales 
and has yet to get any closer to the 
top slot on the program than No. 2. 
Last week (11), the tune was drop- 
ped one slot to third, following 
vhich S-B got off its blast 


song. For the 
the publisher 


cut 12 sides of 
for Feb. 7 
label. 


Negro 
release on 


Jubileers 
tuals 


tone 


Bible 








= + 


kat ae Se ee 














—s 


wis Bie eee Kee nat seve 














42 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, January 15, 1947 





In Exiting From 


Aquarium Restaurant, New York, 
which with the nearby 400 Club has 
created quite a stir for almost two 
years among N. Y. hotels and cafes 
using name bands, due to high price 


Aquarium, N. Y., Joins With 400 Club 


Name Band Field 


Iturbi’s Chili Swing 


Hollywood, Jan. 14. 
} Concert tour of Mexico and South 
| America is being mapped by Jose 





* 
| 





10 Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending, Jan. 11) 
Old Lamplighter......Shapiro-B 
Sentimental Reasons......Leeds 
Ole Buttermilk Sky. .Burke-VH 
Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah , .Santly-Joy 
Glal- th -Calioes cons see Remick 
World Singing Song....Robbins 
Things We Did Summer. . Morris 
Huggin’ and Chalkin’.,.Hudson 
Sooner Or Later ....Santly-Joy 





quotations, is following the 400 out | Iturbi following current stint in Oh Mat 1. TS oedetc. cc: Remick 
of the field. Due to a tremendous! The Birds and the Bees” at Metro. | 

drop in. business. the Aquarium | Pianist's projected itinerary would | Second 10 
attempted to cancel entirely the include Mexico City, neste Ca- | For You For Me........ Chappell 
scheduled opening Friday (10) of| 1@°** Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Vou Koes Canta’ eck’: Martie 
Gene Krupa’s Rtg wip Da bgp Aires. Sea NS oe goa 36 Ca ae 
rattle £ —r . 5 - week t . 7 M ) 
meager’ poll iggy Per Prima, set to Petrillo Sez Ves But Pil ee My hs dae aera 
follow, has been cancelled out ’ Rumors Are Flying...... Oxford 
Spot's future isn’t definite, but its Cap Nixes Tex Beneke Girl That I Marry......Berlin 
use as a cafeteria is likely. OE ee a adalie 


Attempt to drop Krupa on such 


short notice provided quite a to-do. 
Krupa went to the musician’s union 
to determine his position and was 
told not to worry, that Music Corp. 
of America, by AFM rules, would 
be responsible. This probably re- 
sulted in the two-week run. 
Jat Moss’ 400 Club gave up top 
perhaps temporarily, ‘last 
when it replaced Tex Beneke- 
Miller combo with Billy Max- 


N 


names 


ted and installed a two-night a week | 


policy. Maxted will work dinner 
only Sunday to Thursday and a sup- 
per session on Friday and Saturday. 
He will have no broadcast wires. 
His band is limited to 10 men, in- 
cluding himself. 

Aquarium and 400, by their high 
coin bids for names, threw 


an uproar when they first went into 
the use of top name bands. They 


offered such prices that the major | 
band | 


hotels, the mainstays of the 
biz in N. Y. for years, flatly refused 
to try to compete. This brought on 
a situation wherein most of the 
N. Y. hostelries for almost two years 
have not been getting, except in cer- 


tain isolated cases, the better names. | 





Nick Brewster orch, after 18 
months at the St. Anthony hotel, 
San Antonio, moved inte Hotel 
Cleveland’s Bronze Room Wednes- 
day (15) for three-month run with 
options. Replaces Art Jarrett band. 


the | 
placid hotel booking situation into | 


Air Show From Stage 


Except for the last minute objec- 
itions by the Capitol theatre, Tex 
Beneke’s orchestra might have done 
a regular weekly radio broadcast 
from the stage of a Broadway thea- 
tré during his run at that house 
next month. Beneke had permis- 
sion from James C. Petrillo, head of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, and okays from New York Lo- 
cal 802 of the AFM to do a “Treas- 
ury Bandstand” show for the Gov- 
ernment from the Cap each Satur- 
day afternoon (3:30-4 p.m., CBS). 
Cap officials, however, nixed the 


|idea on the premise that it might | 


interfere too much with business, 
even though they would have liked 
to do the show for the publicity 
value to the theatre. Instead, it will 
be done from a CBS studio. 
Beneke, incidentally, is negotiat- 
ing for a _ radio 
emanate from the Coast during the 
summer. . If it goes through, it’s 
probable that while doing the com- 
'mercial he works the Palladium 
Ballroom then instead of next Xmas, 
the period he originally wanted. For 
weeks, Beneke’s manager, Don 
Haynes, has been dickering with 
Palladium’s operators on price, in 
j the face of the spot’s recent guar- 
lantee and split deals. Haynes has 





lrejected the Palladium’s bid of 
$4,500 guarantee plus 50% over 
| $13.500. His payroll is so high that 


' ° . . 
a higher guarantee is required. 








Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


The top 31 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cover- 


age Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks. Pub- 
lished by the Office of Research, Inc. 
(Survey Week of Jan. 3-9, 1947) 

A Gal In Calico—7“Time, Place, Girl”...............ce eee Remick 
Be PR ere Te ee rere res hTERT EET T. B. Harms 

Anniyersary Song—i“Jolson Story” .......... we. eeee «eee Mood Music 
Anybody’s Love Song ... oi: 0 Sa Meetie cee ...Miller 
DE aoe Seis ns Kiwi cane te Sheen ones ted ve ges ss .... Vanguard 
Blue Skies—*“Blue Skies” eit, ne eee .... Berlin 
Coffee Song—*“Copacabana Revue” .............ce cece cave Valiant 
Either It’s Love Or It Isn’t—;“Dead Reckoning”,...........Mood Music 
Pe... HOES BROONONG ss oss. caine epee’ ™tabides caedde*s ..+-Duchess 
For You For Me Forever—;“Shocking Miss Pilgrim”.......Chappell 
Girl That I Marry, The—*“Annie Get Your Gun”..........Berlin 
Gotta Get Me Somebody To Love—i“Duel In the Sun”.,...Morris 
I'll Close My Eyes‘... Sha cidls 9-4 oy Ty Pere oe P. Maurice 
Bw, GO BD oa Bd neetass ogcensee ry ye iriie errs Capitol 
TI SO oe ae one hb ven sense 14042 .....Encore 
Bele Meee ree, POOR, COE. ono cc cas tc ccsenceapeet Witmark 
Oh Why, Oh Why, Did I Ever Leave Wyoming?............ Feist 
Old Lamp-Lighter .... ..... WE ie Se Oe ......Shapiro-B. 
Ole Buttermilk Sky—*“Canyon Passage” ..... i . ,*..Burke-VH 
Re OU ME I oo odo, o's creda candied ene sdes 1.04 8% Beverly 
eRe rere era er . Oxford 
Bepeemwer’ BOM kia ccc cece s as sencnses .. Crawford 
SE: Pd 5t-o Fb doe 6 $906.00 044 6M 705 00d 008 649k be oe ... Oxford 
Sooner Or Later—j“Song of South” ......3...... weeeeees Dantly-Joy 
Things We Did Last Summer ...... ; ud 86 Sete ces whe. re 
Uncle Remus Said—“Song of the South”.......... .«....Santly-Joy 
poe RE Be) a Se ee eee ee ere? ee London 
Whole World Is Singing My Song ....... . Robbins 
Tee Oe TORE B00 sc. Fb bo: be sicccsee teehee Set ee 
You'll Always Be thé One f Love... 0503500. AS Sinatra Songs 
Zip-a-De-Do-Dah—7“Song of South” — ........ ..... .... Santly-Joy 





commercial to} 


Anniversary Song.........Mood 
It's All Over Now....0-...-BMI 
This Is the Night......Jefferson 


902, MPPA Pact 











New scale pay contract between 
New York Local 802 of the American 
Federation of Musicians and Music 
Publishers Protective Assn., which 
| has been in preparation since last 
| September, may be signatured by the 
'end of this week. Covering arrang- 
ers, proofreaders, copyists and pian- 
ists working for music publishers, 
the new agreement calls for boosts 
as high as 45% in some categories 
and as low as reduced scales in 
!others. There are over 100 divisions 
for which rates had to be developed 
covering various combinations of 
overlapping chores in the four fields. 


Final form of the pact was agreed 
upon during the past fortnight and 
ratified by 802 and MPPA boards. It 
is now being submitted to publish- 
ers for okay after which it will be 
signed by both parties. 








| 


| FIRST ‘OUTSIDE’ BALLAD 
ON BERLIN AGENDA 


Irving Berlin’s music company 
| doesn’t often publish ballads not 
| written by Berlin himself, but 
has taken a tune titled, “Why Did 
It Have to End So Soon,” by Marty 
i Symes, Dick Robertson and Frank 
Weldon on which it will begin work 
later this. month. Song is the first 
non-Berlin ballad the current Berlin 
firm has bought, although the old 
company in which Berlin was part- 
nered with Saul Bornstein did in- 
sert non-Berlin tunes of that calibre 
between the latter's own works. 


Reason for the publication of the 
Symes - Robertson - Weldon piece is 
that Berlin himself does not intend 
in the future to devote himself to 
writing “pop” ballads. All his ef- 
forts in this direction will in the 
future be devoted to material for 
picture or show scores, 


Buddy Moreno Preems As 





Singer 
booked on his first date as a band- 
leader. He goes into the Aragon 


indefinite run. Current plans call 
for a combo of 12 men plus Moreno 
and a girl singer. 

Moreno, former vocalist with Dick 
Jurgens, Tommy Dorsey, and sev- 
eral other bands, has been working 
in radio in New York and occasional 


Following songs are those that G:d not have enough performance credits club jabs since his discharge froy 


on the week to be included in the top group. 


rising in popularity. 


They mostly are tunes 


A Rainy Night In Rio—;“Time, Place, Girl’................ Witmark 


And So To Bed . 


+. e+... Famous 


SeRUE “WA: seaaeese es bas Cates honahs os «ue WeNts » olla ; . Feist 

How Are Things In Glocca Morra—*"Finian’s Rainbow” Crawford 
I Guess I'll Get the Papers and Go Home......... PE, <3 

I Haven't Got a Worry in the World.............. .. Williamson 
{f ‘You Weve the Only Giri. y .. .Mutual 

In My Merry Oldsmobile..... .., Witmark 
It's All Over Now............05.. . Broadcast 
ES RE Ey | Oe er ee ee . Criterion 
Serenade To Love .......... iSea key sls Adbeees aeIR VEN ese dae 
South America, Take It Away—i“Call Me Mister’..........Witmark 
That's the Beginning of the End..... eT a ee re” 
There Is No Breeze .......+........ Robbins 
This Is the Night .......... ats ; .. Jefferson 
Through a Thousand Dreams .... ...+++.Remick 
5 RN De go 6 nt lek dé be sare a vineb wa baeT BVC 

You Are Everything to Me.............. Ss gmuteninarestedmaats Paramount 
You Keep Coming Back Like a Song—;“Blue Skies’ ..-Berlin 


——— 


¢ Filmusicat. * Legit Musical. 


the Army last year. He’s being man- 
aged by Arthur Michaud and booked 
by Music Corp. of America. 





Omaha, Jan. 14. 
are in 
jitney to a dime all 


Juke boxes 
swinging from 
over town. So 
frem the taverns and clubs, 
from the eateries. Seems that people 
who come in to eat, would rather 
pay a nickel than a dime, but owners 
Say no serious opposition has been 


Reason given by the jukebox boys 





up so sharply that music in the old 
price range is now impossible. 


Set for Signature 


Buddy More Ss on | 
‘ oreno has oe | Joseph Sudy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 


Ballroom, Chicago, April 6, for an | 


Omaha Ups Diskbox Tap 
process of | 


far, there are but a, 
few squawks and these do not come | 


but | (Los Angeles) 


Al Donahue ‘Avodon, B, Los Angeles, Ist wk). Opened Tues. (7). First 
Stanza’s 6,400 customers n.s.g., after recent record run of Count Basie. 
Art Kassel (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 5th wk). Fewer than 4,000, despite 


met and that receipts are so far | 
satisfactory. In the taverns, they 
are throwing in as many dimes as 
they did nickels. 


here is that cost of records has gone | 





Bratton’s 80th Anni 


John W. Bratton, the oldest active 
living songwriter, is celebrating his 
80th birthday Jan. 21. For over half 
a century he. has been in the song- 
smith business, having been succes- 
sively, choir singer, amateur actor, 
singer in a Broadway show and the- 
atrical producer (Leffler & Bratton). 

He has written over a thousand 
songs, music and lyrics. 


Dick Rodgers Eliminates 
Self From ASCAP Board, 
Pick Successor Jan. 30 


Next monthly meeting of the 
board of directors of the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
publishers in New York, Jan. 30, 
will have the task of electing and 
seating a new member to replace 
Richard Rodgers, who went off in 
December, Rodgers’ exit from the 
body occurred in a manner that was 
|tantamount to a resignation, though 
it followed the Society’s by-laws. 

ASCAP’s rules state that when a 
member of the board is absent four 
consecutive meetings he is automatic- 
ally expelled from the body. But, 
the usual procedure is to immediate- 
ly renominate him and he is re- 
instated on his promise to attend. 
Rodgers missed four, along with 
Oscar Hammerstein II, and both 
were .dropped. Hammerstein was 
reseated immediately, but Rodgers 
let it be known that he hadn't the 
time and would prefer that he be 
eliminated. Max Dreyfus, who was 
ill last year, missed four meetings 
and was dropped from the board for 
| the first time since the Scciety’s in- 
| ception, only to be immediately pro- 
posed and reelected by fellow board 
members. 

Who will be nominated .in 
Rodgers’ place is not known, although 
|it's probable that the writer faction 
|of the board has made its choice. 
|In such cases it’s traditional that the 
replacement be the same sort of 
workman as his predecessor, ie. a 
| composer, author or publisher. Rod- 
|gers is a composer. Edgar Leslie 








| he’s an author. 
] 


\-- ———~ —— 
| 


5 -tiesieinanes 
* Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf. 


Cab Calloway 
Stephen Kilsey 


min.). Final week of mild 4.200. 
Clyde McCoy 





(Boulevard Room, 


Bandleader in Chi April 6 ‘amon ian 


Ramon Ramos ‘Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 


| Brutal 2,500. 
Hefty 3,700. 


| 5,300 from convention crowd. 


| 3,400 covers. 





| 
| 


- 








it | has been proposed for the spot, but | 


| Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


Slaps Infringement Suit On Pub, 
Over P.D. Melody Written in 1867 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 

Don A. Mario, bandleader ang 
songwriter, hung a $250,000 tune 
infringement suit last week on 
Capitol Songs and some of the most 
important record companies and 
artists. His action has flabbergasteq 
the publisher, to say the least. Ma. 
rio’s suit alleges that Capitol’s tune 
“Pretending,” was swiped by its 
writers from a tune, presumably by 
the same title, which he : 
1930, 


Capitol admits to plagiarism, but 
not of Mario’s song. From the day it 
took “Pretending” from _ writers 
Marty Symes and Al Sherman it has 
pointed out that the melody was 
taken from a waltz by Delieb’s called 
“Coppella,” written in 1867 and 
which is used constantly as back- 
ground music in the ballet field. 
Sherman simply adapted it for 
popular consumption and Symes 
fitted it with lyrics. Pub intends 
fighting the action and is endeavor- 
ing to see to it that Mario gets stuck 
with costs if and when he loses the 
action. 

In addition to Capitol 
Columbia, Bing Crosby and 
Smith, along with the writers 
been named as co-defendants 
was instituted in Superio. 
Los Angeles. 


wrote in 


Decca, 
Kate 
have 

Action 

Court, 





St. L. Diskbox Op Shot; 
See Gang War Over Biz 


St. Louis, Jan. 14. 

Attempted assassination of John R, 
Westbrook, owner of a diskbox com- 
pany here while he and a woman 
companion were riding in an auto- 
mobile near Waterloo, Ill., Friday 
(10) leads cops on both sides of the 
Mississippi in this area to believe 
that a gang war over the business is 
cooking. Westbrook was hit in the 
back of the neck by one of the 
bullets that was fired through the 
rear window of the car. Woman was 


;}cut by flying glass. 


Cops said a group that controls 
the diskbox business in East St. 
Louis and other sections of Southern 
Illinois -recently demanded that St. 
Le operators pay $3 per month on 
each of the 7,000 coin operated musi¢ 
boxes in the city as a “protection” 
fee. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Covers Total 
, Weeks Pust Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Emil Coleman*... Waldorf (400; $2).............. since ae 2.200 37,525 
Jimmy Dorsey... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 2 2,375 7,400 
Chuck Foster.....New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)........ 7. 1,375 3,825 
Guy Lombardo...Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)............ 10 2.100 27,950 
Ray McKinley....Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).......... 3 900 3,600 
Johnny Pineapple .Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)........... i) 975 9,725 


—_—-_—_ 


Chicago 
(Panther Room, Sherman hotel: 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
Conventioneers missed this spot and take was only 4,200. 
(Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel: 700; $2-$2.50 
Next week Henry Brandon orch returns. 


Stevens hotel; 550; $3-$3.50 min.). 


Griff Williams (Empire Room; Palmer House: 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Terrif 





Los Angeles 


| Freddy Martin (Ambassador: 900: $1-$1.50). 


Rolls on and on; strong 


Bountiful 3,200 tabs. 





| Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


Chicago 


Lewis big 4,800. 


| smart ballyhooing. 


Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk; 500: $2-$2.50 min.). 
Gay Claridge (Chez Paree: 650: $3-$3.50 min.), 


Martin, Pearl Bailey and Jack Cole Dancers keeping pace with top 6,500. 
Dick Jurgens (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). 


Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter; 700; $3.50 min. for second show). 


Lawrence Welk (Trianon: $0.90-$1.15 adm.), 


Punchy 4,300. 
New show with Tony 


Almost capacity, 19,000. 
Ted 


Fancy 17,000. 


Ray Herbeck (Meadowbrook, B, Culver City, 3d wk). Not more than 


| 3,500 admissions, with spot heavily papering town. 


with newly regrouped combo Sat. 
five days, 


| after first fortnight pulled site 
| stub-buyers., 


Bobby Sherwood (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, 1st wk). 

{ : ( (11) to good response. 
: A Earle Spencer's scale crew didn't lure more than 2,000 payees. 
Charlie Spivak (Palladium. B. Hollywood, 3d wk). 


Onened 


Previously, in 


Tapered somewhat 


out of three months of doldrums; 16,000 
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Deccarelentless searcher after new 
talent—scores again! The amazingly 
popular Joe Mooney Quartet signed to 
an exclusive recording contract! 

The facts of Joe’s zoom to stardom 
are by this time known to all music fans. 
From Paterson, N. J. to $2nd Street and 
his own radio show in nine months is 
fast work even for a likeable Irishman. 
His unique arrangements are the talk of 
the town. Now they will be heard by 
millions . .. on Decca Records. 


His first release, out Jan. 6—"'Sep- 
tember Song” and “Just a Gigolo.” 
Decca Record No. 23790. 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras-Music 


There is no life at the moment in the situation involving the writing of 
a new contract between the Songwriters Protective Assn. and the Music 
Publishers Protective Assn. Meetings between the two factions over the 
terms of a new deal ended for the holiday period around the middle of 
last month and no date has yet been set to resume talks, mainly because 
many of the principals on the publisher's side choose this time of year for 
Florida vacations. Meanwhile. the old pact between the writers and pub- 
lishers, which expired Jan. 31, had been extended another 30 days, or 
until Jan. 31, and if the new deal isn’t cleaned up by then, which doesnt 
seem likely, another extension will probably be agreed upon. 


Although Los Angeles Musicians Local 47 boasts of more than 13,000 
members the union seems unable to whistle up a quorum at any ol its 
monthiv general membership ! tir Sometime ago the local shifted 

O get ywethers fro 1 \ I A. headquarte! Hollywood 
Ma Te} in effort to 1uce eater attendance, but interest perked 
o! fractionally and in the mal cal Lé vho do show at the 
meetings are officeholders and a hattf of political axe-grinders. At least 
150 must be on hand.to constitute a quorum to handle routine business 
and 300 for legislative. As result of too few aiways rning local has 
had matte agenda 194 i o be acted upol 

Resumption of ice shows at the Terrace Room of the New Yorker hotel, 
New York, seems to have proven once and for all that the room is definitely 
not a “band” spot. During the period that the hotel dropped ice shows, 
while a new tank and new dance floor was being installed, business fell 


far off normal and could not be brought back even by 
chestra, judged to be one of the few guaranteed b.o. 
couldn't do better than 1,400 covers any week 
must be said that his stay, during pre- -Xmas 


Sammy Kaye's or- 
draws in biz. Kaye 
during his run, although it 
weeks wasn't at a good time. 


Now. with ice shows back and Chuck Foster's orchestra, the room isn’t too 
far off normal. 

Another 20,000 shares of common stock put up for sale by Capitol 
Records in New York two weeks ago at $15.50 per, was not a new issue, 


but part of the original bundle set up by the company 
original issue last year. The 20,000 had simply 
released, it’s said, to partially, at least, repay a loan from the Bank of 
America in California. This loan, may or may not have gone to finance 
the company’s entry into the field of record reproducing machines now 
being marketed under Capitol’s name. 


when it floated the 
been kept in reserve and 


Variety issue by Benny Fields, veteran 
referred to the William Morris Agency as 
Charles Yates, with the Associated Booking Corp., 745 5th ave- 

has Fields under exclusive contract. The Morris office had 
booked Fields. 


In an ad run in last week’s 
Singer, the copy inadvertently 
his agent. 
nue, N. Y., 
previously 


Vic Lombardo, who had completed an arrangement with Apollo Records. 
in which the Garwood Industries are now interested, for a term contract, 
did not sign and isn’t likely to. Garwood dropped negotiations with the 
band after a deal involving a $5,000 bonus and exceptionally good terms 
had been agreed upon and not,immediately accepted by the leader. 


Dailey Sets Brooks, Long 


Randy Brooks’ and Johnny Long’s 
stras have been set for Frank 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook. Brooks goes 
days, Jan. 29 to Feb. 9, 
following the current Blue Barron, 
and Long follows Feb. 11 to the 24th. 

When the dance band b.o. began 
sliding last November, Dailey had a 


long string of bands set up to come 
into his spot. He subsequently can- 
celled all and took Les Elgart for an 
indefinite period. With the current 











Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


EXACTLY 
LIKE 
YOU 


Music by... 
JIMMY MCHUGH 


Shapiro-Bernstei.: 





orche 


in for nine 





resumes buying. 
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,attendance was aided by 


| patronage at the boxoffice for * 


i of 


Barron and the above bookings he! 












Musical Upturn 


1____ (Continued from page 1)jcam 





Both are 
being 


extent than usual. 


shows, there 
“Holiday” 
“Rainbow” 


strength of 


cast colored 


actors in also. 
While 


score on the 


was expected to 
its out-of- 
town showing, the hailing of “Scene” 
was a complete Broadway surprise. 
In fact, was reported 
to follow 
Philadel- 
“Scene” 
greater 
on the 
mark. In 
husiastie press, 
evinced little 
being that it 

York show 
interested in 


another show 
to have been earmarked 
it in at the Adelphi. In 
where it tried out, 
the autho ana acto! to a 
$9,000 
edibly 
the 
management 


Dilla, 
cou! Idn't top gross 
an incl low 
response to ent 
irprise, the response 
a New 


wman 


to be 
At least one he 
“Scene maintained that attitude 
throughout the tryout, when ticket 
were biding their time 
“Big Two” 
Another 
stanced by 
reception of 


sellers 
Form Reversal 
form reversal was in- 
the negative first-night 
“The Big Two,” a 
straight play that also entered the 
list last week. Reports were that it 
was a sure thing, evidently on the 
strength of the show’s business In 
Philly, but inside! that 
subscribers, 
applying to “Scene” or 
which also tried out in 


; were aware 


same not 
“Rainbow,” 


mixed | 





Music Notes 


Bing Crosby cuts a new album, of four sides, for Decca this- week on 
Coast. Ditties will be from Paramount's forthcoming “The Emperor 
Waltz” Joe Alexander, sepia baritone, jotted by Capitol Records es 
“The Anniversary Song.” ditty intro’d in Columbia’s “The Jolson Story.” 
will be reprised in studio's forthcoming “Broadway Baby,” with Jerry 
Wald orchestra ae it....Ken Curtis etches four new sides for Mér. 
cury. label Sat. (18) .Joe Reichman’s band waxing 10 tunes for Standarg 
Transcriptions this week....Capitol Records has signed Alan Livingston 
to head up a new, special department to prep albums aimed at the tot trade 

Berle Adams, Mercury Records’ artist-and-rep chief, in Hollywood 


| 


tT ih 














from Chi to cut eight sides with Frankie Laine and several with Harry 
Babbitt When Harry Garfield left Coast over weekend to assume gen, 
professional managership of M. Witmark in N. Y., the Coast contingent of 
songpluggers tossed him a surprise cocktail caper and gift th a 
timepiece Los Angeles’ Musicians’ Local 47 will sponsor its first ar 7, 
golf tourney on Jan. 27 Delta Rhythm Boys. will cut fi eg 
under new RCA-Victor pact Jan. 27 Hollywood office of Robbi Fejste 

} Miller, rifled recently of $3,000 worth of equipment and f 

Del Courtney band etches four new sides for Enterprise labs 

Emma Lou Welch pacted for platters by Exclusiv: J 
Decca prexy, in Hollywood on semi-annual Coast junket } tol Rec. 
ords is prepping its first album of a film score, Miklos Rozsa’ nusie for 
Sol Lesser Productions’ “The Red House” Murray Lazar has left Rudy 
Vallee Music Co. to handle Coast chores for T. B. Harm: Mimi Merrill, 
| formerly with Crystal-Renown music companies, joined staff of Peer In- 
ternational’s Hollywood office....Dick Kane Trio pacted for combo’s first 
platters by Mercury....Black & White prepping an eight-side album 
by Jeannie McKeon for release next month. 
{ 
BUDDY RICH BREAKS UP Peter Lorre has been added to the 
Feb. 5 or 12 sho at the Roxy 

BAND; SEZ UNTEL MAY | ste, 8..%., Others on bill include 

saois aid Evel nK 

Buddy Rich broke up his orches- « ee conn ee een tae 

tra last week, a move claimed to be! , Ki 


the same stand. There was a dif- 
ference of opinion in Boston for | 
“Two” but the business was fairly 


promising. 


How word-of-mouth can benefit a 
show in advance was shown by 
to 


bow.” Prior 


temporary while the leader himself 
occupies the spotlight as a featured 


TOP HITS OF YESTERDAY 


artist with Norman Granz’ “Jazz at 

i the Philharmonic” unit, which : 2 einen 

launches a long string of jazz con-| gine ee cs 

cert dates at the Academy of Music, | & R EAT ed 6 P u L A R 
| Brooklyn, N. Y., Feb. 6. Rich fig- | 


STANDARDS TODAY 


Rain- | 


its debut the sale | ang resume regular band work 


amounted to approximately $125,000. | 


That was exclusive of theatre parties, 
such package deals amounting to as 
much, if not more. Following the 
notices, long lines appeared for both 
that show and “Scene.” The new 
musicals are likely to slow the pace 
longrun tuners, most ef which 
stood up because there was no new 
opposition. If attendance is affected 
it may be reflected principally in the 
agencies. 


| 

There has been a drop in agency 
apparently | 
supposed | 


business which was 
wrongly attributed to a 
decline in visitor volume. Reliable 
reports, however, are that hotel oc- 
cupancy is high, with most of the 
major midtown hostelries jammed. 
There are a fairly large number of 
conventionites registered but they 
are not patronizing the ticket booths 
in the lobbies. 

Ralph Slater, hypnotist, 
' Earle, Philadelphia, Jan. 31. 


to the 
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‘ AND 
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Susie $e 
ANNOUNCE THE APPOINTMENT OF 


CHARLES ROSS 


GENERAL PROFESSIONAL MANAGER 


IS NO GREATER LOV 


By ISHAM JONES and MARTY SYMES 


MANY THANKS TO ALL THE RECORDING 
COMPANIES AND PERFORMING ARTISTS 
FOR THEIR SPLENDID COOPERATION 


WORLD MUSIC, 


CHARLES ROSS, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


SHERMAN BRANDE, JACK SCHIFFMAN 


INC. 
York 17, N. Y. 
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| last 
| totaling $90 at a San 


| Had You,” 


Mills Music and the American 
Academy of Music are increasing 
| contact staffs, taking on two new | 
men and upping another from its | 


| Deutsch, 


| good, were 


;on other worthless check charges in 


_indebtedness is about $800. 


For last several years Campbell 
has been living along the Coast. Six 
|months ago, at request of Rudy 


time Campbell was one of the big- 


ures to reorganize sometime in May 


However, the spot with 
not Rich’s main reason for break- 
ing up. Bookings for his band in 
the current market, which still isn’t 
nothing to cheer about 
and he figured that the hiatus, at 
least until May, would be wise. 


Granz is 


Jimmy Campbell Jailed 
On Bum Check Charges 


14 
Brit- 
and a onetime part- 


Hollywood, Jan 
Campbell, 


songwriter 


Jimmy 
ish 


erstwhile 


ner of Reg Connelly in the London 
pub firm of Campbell, Connelly & 
Co., Ltd., last week was arrested in 
Redwood City, Calif., on several 


bum clHeck raps. 
summer 


Pleading guilty to 
bouncing two checks 
Mateo hotel, 
Campbell, who is 43, is currently be- 
ing held in.Redwood City jail, un- 
able to raise $5,000 bail. Further, 
according to the sheriff's office in 
Redwood, the ex-publisher is wanted 


Sacramento and Oakland. His total | 


Vallee who put up the $109 initia- 
tion fee, Campbell was admitted as 
member of songpluggers’ union, but 
did not actively go to work. At one 


gest figures in the British music pub- 
lishing business, and at about the 
same time he wrote a number of in- 
ternational hit tunes, such as “If I 
“Show Me the Way to Go 


For new artist copies and 
arrangements, write or phone 


Home,” “Goodnight, Sweetheart” and PHIL KORNHEISER, Manager, 
“When the Organ Plays at Twi- ‘Standard Exploitation Dept., 
light.” 


The Big 3, 1619 Broadway, - 
| New York 19, Circle 6-2939 








New Mills Personnel 








sales force in New York. Paul Mills, | 
currently on the Coast, continues as 
American Academy's p.m. 

ew personnel includes Irving | 
with Leeds Music in pre- | 
war days and more recently a mem- | 
ber of the Blue Flames quartet; Jack | 


dv nc (68 


RESTAURANT y 


New MIGHT & DAY 


om =) 


MESSAGE SERVICE i 


| Hooke, formerly with Barton Music, \ 
and Buddy Friedlander, from the FREF ro Show People! 
Mills sales force. 
ieiheticeinlaseaiaipponitiaiaiaiaandaiiitaint , ACTORS, MUSICIANS, PROFES- 
re | SIONAL MODELS, JOURNALISTS 
Another Diskb Tz 
Oakland. Jan. 14. |Meke the PAT KING RESTAURANT & 
Concerted action on the part of | LOUNGE your permanent address. We - 
the California Music Operators’ | P&9* you Night and Day. Simply — 
'Assn. brought a momentary halt to | with Nat Weinstein, your host, and « 


‘the City ¢€ 


| Ordinance was 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


phone calls, messages and mail will be 
held for you or forwarded at your request 
—absolutely free! 
OPEN NIGHT AND DAY 
Serving the Finest Food and Liquors 


‘ouncil’s plan to impose a | 
tax of $5 annually per juke box. 

halted before final | 
passage on plea of George A. Miller. 
president of the Assn., that the tax | 


| would be unfair. He proposed in- | ’ 
| Stead a business tax based on gross | R PAT ye oo 
| receipts. | estaurant ounge 


234 W. 48th St. N.Y.C., in the President Hotel 


Cl. 60044 
ARE EAN TESE. NE 


City had hoped to realize $375,000, 
annually from the new tax. 


a ad 
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| Butterfi ld Set F r Band rR ' i 
1€. 0 
On The Upbea *« lerson Gael eviews 
i { Donohue $ ersey PAUL WHITEMAN, JR. (6 fullbodied d 
; ‘ ,. unes odied ‘an J 
all Billy Ras mc napssigh Pe ee | Iceland, N. ¥. " yi pc nm solidly with a a he ' 
on ° : new orchestra is set for its first loca- With the help of the Roxy’s peren- | biz as a result is holding up okay, f 
ror ork © Armstrong got new Music Hall, | tion stay in the New York area. It! nial maestro Paul Ash and his own | Luncheon sessions, without dancing, ; 
e Washington, D. C. spot off with bang , | ¢ : : oe view 8 
os - hest : + op we 2 . opens Jan. 30 at Donohue’s, Moun- | famous dad, young Paul Whiteman, | are turned into semi-concert pro- 
° kie Masters orchestra, in| sunday | l 5 ‘ : 
ye Fran “4 ‘ ‘ unday “ 12), p ape! a ,000 admis- | tain View, N. J., a spot not far from Jr., has thrown together a nice little | grams. 
* i é r, stays an- ‘ I ? Prat is 5 : 
ry Texas since last chgorenans Wetad Mowe Mathuan’ tad aan a ‘ae a Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook. comine ise a Pico — “e gurtay Levant himself works hard on the 
tr. ther 13 weeks with renewal of two | ®0y tay ore. N87 | wutterfie) i] lenn | man. tne wisdom of coming into a | bandstand and it’s reflected in the 
0 . utterfield will replace Glenn} , spot f , b 
4 (Wednesday) to open new Vanity |; show spo or a preem booking tput. He al t focal 
a : weekly sponsored by In- ‘ } aoe o  | one ‘ . ‘ output. He also stresses vocals with 
I radio shows y sp Fair Jan. 28 . . . Guy Lombardo Garr at Donohue’: and the booking | might be questioned, since the in- | Shirley White, contralto, and Lee 
: ar “¢ ; . et » | +] H ; * y ° id ’ . 
ro terstate Theatres... Arthur Wright, | named to Gulf Marine Racing Hall marks the first time the roadside | —-, of yoga: M gat a | Sharin, youthful ballad singer, who 
~ former vocalist with Sammy Kaye,| of Fame for speedboat accomplish- cafe has used a semi-swing band He awe oo aitficult Pe ems | joined the crew about six months 
od : : : : since before the war. It has used for a first-time maestro, but the out- | 490, Both singers register capab] 
died in New York last week (details ments last summer . . . Dardanelle fit comes through nicely | sol ge pare | 
rry e ° ’ > . a4 i . =i e ic an , . , j - > 
"y - Obit Section) . . . McFarland | Trio doubling between Hotel Madi- | sweet combos most of the time. Small group, with Hammond or- | tle BE tay b. wi Rooncg Moreno 
=“ ire into Post Lodge last night | son (5-9 p. m.) and Club Dixon | aig ea gan, drums (Whiteman Jr.) bass | ments. copneny thas "Gem: 
" | (Tuesday) . Ziggy Elman’s new | (10-2 a. m.) . - Mike Nidorf and Avodon Snafus trumpet and two reed, cuts the show | ; 
band doing Langworth Transcrip- | Lou Mindling to Coast First | okay and then switches to easy so- | 
ul ' ; Sei de ' : | RCA-Victor release of Count Basie | ciety rhythms for terpsters. White- ° ° 
' tions; debuted Friday (10) at Club | ** : 2a K (0) hO nan still seems a little ashed by G ¢ § W h 
Madrid Louisville Buddy John- | occurs Feb. 1 and second week later enton re n ihe —eae- tees but promeree Bn. en ray igs it 
- iVle ’ ad . dls. - tne VNnOLe } # l e prience 
son bought 33-passenger bus for | Bo ki D | heuld polish that off. M Chi! di (0) fi 
le ‘ band... Todd Duncan doing Gersh- | Hollywood 0 ing ea Emphasis on the Whiteman name ercury, ] Nn 1e ut it 
' ' win album for Musicraft ... Carmen Jimmy rier, up off pallet after Hollywood. Jan. 14 a bit too strong for good taste, | Chicago. Jan. 14 
, . . — » ‘eo ' . . ? ; . . ( Pciall the usiness if using the scat 
; Cavallaro into He gery hotel, - - 8, pneumonia siege, will not re-form Fireworks flared late last week. i — Ae egg A ole ae _ Mercury Records, Chi indie disk 
or et R yer hey eens Pod band, but resume songwriting ar aescien ~- are pre ay ary just foi “Pops,” who dropped in with | outht headed DY Berle Adams, 
” switc wes eshen | om : the J don ballroom decidec iat 1 his C bs anc : As} see | Snagge rie ray’s Casa L a or- 
Bobby Weiss, Musicraft exec, on | Larry Barnet, MCA national band- | 5.- a node cnaggrm ds seeehts | ct ABC band and Paul Ash to see | Siagged | gan ate: > es 
ill, .» - Bobby SS, : ail CACC, é : ; did not, want to cancel out month’s | the offspring operate. In any case, it | chestra last week and is dickering 
[n- exploitation. and promotion swing | booking coordinator, back in N. Y. | stand of Stan Kenton starting Feb. 5. | should be toned down a bit. Group's | to further enlarge its band list with 
t around pg ‘ pag ose ook | after whirlwind western checkup. | To all intents and purposes the band oro — should yon ‘t Tony Pastor, currently at the Para- 
Ee ar y ster- -!' ‘ ; ‘ 1e - > “ ; cing a@ classier spot withou ee y > rt. 
m needle on mal P A ge . 4 ...Tommy Rockwell lazing at his | booking had been called off last mid- neyo REA. ( ier spo —— mount theatre, N. Y. Gray signed a 
cago Corp. wee? peta ag ageasrtrs = ‘+h at Monrovi: Salen Sane month, when terpalace notified orch = ns fale one-year deal with options last 
Columbia Records v. p., has written rane at son ovia....§ pi e Jones, | manager Carlos Gastel and GAC week, after severing with Decca 
novel titled “Three for Bedroom c" be wtentte lay ing off here, will hit | age ney that although Kenton had NICK BREWSTER ORCH. (9) | Records. 
af . corer aaa ioe eeces of | e = gga wena =m rg et —— | been contracted for at $6,500 flat per gg = age Ls Ant ‘ | Mercury had previously dre pped 
Italian tunes by Phi rito ... Louis | month,...Anita ay, chirp who « hoofing-ha ‘+ eouldn’t | >t. Anthony el, San Antonio a . . 10us!) p 
: | broke with Gene Krupa crew one Laat tha “But a ieee detente’ Currently at the Anacacho room | two bands—Buddy Rich, who is now 
1e f DS ae er aaa ‘ : CSS LES AN -_ . is Nick Brewster and his “Million | temporarily out of biz as a maestro 
i ___, | Year ago, forming sextet here, which | an oy: ~s ame 5 Ps eaten. ; . 
S \ she will front in niteries Pinky ge All pleasing local dance goers and Vincent Lopez. 
J The Ballad rit for 1947 \'Tomlin orchestra will play the an Two weeks or maneuvering fol- vith pleasing dansapation Band is = wr rine mae amps 
T n oO 5 é | lowed ‘ing which Pallad ade well balanced and easy on the ears ' 
. nual Police Ball at Las Vegas, Feb | lowed, during which Palladium mac t} i; , : 
: A é ali as, -! roo on its lineu arranging to |!0F those who aine, t plays cur- | M, ‘ : ay / 
N PP 12....Jan Garber opens month-long | eetaal ie Wabben gg stand Py re- |rent numbers and light classics with 44440 Ror re} [we 
¢ \ ll ur | skein of one-niters, chiefly in Pacific - 5.000 plus saa te ‘a t equal ease with some swell arrange- 
D , | Northwest, with stand at Sacramen- | portec $5, P _~ percentage, Siari- ments for those who dance. 
.e] to Sat. (18) Roy Eldridge combo ling March 18. Palladium arranged| Band is composed of three violins, 
U reams () el eT which closes current stand at Billy |to get Music Corp. of America to|three saxophones, bass, drum and 
® T 'Bero’s t ee ht (15) ae " jiat . | shift its bands which already had |trumpet, with Brewster at the piano. | 
a ae oo mmemarte’y | been booked, Although this was ac-| There is an over-abundance of | 
\ T | noses north on stretch of 17 one- don't | 
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niters....Del Courtney crew, cur- 
rent at Palace hotel, San Francisco, 
| set for four weeks at Roosevelt ho- 
tel, New Orleans, Feb, 19....Xavier 
Cugat set for three-day weekend at 


Victor: CHARLIE SPIVAK 
Columbia: ELLIOTT LAWRENCE 
— with more to follow — 





Gabbe en route to N. Y 





PAULL-PIONEER MUSIC CORP. 


Broadway New York 19.N. Y . verry 











Columbia’s forthcoming pic, “Broad- 
| way Baby”....Don Reed, who for- 


Always Sung—All Ways Popular d 
|}merly batoned a midwest band, in 


MILLS PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS 
THAT'S MY DESIRE 


Sensational Mercury Record 5007 
By FRANKIE LAINE 


erick Bros., on idea of re-grouping 
| here. 


’ | hi 
SIDEWALKS OF CUBA || Chicago 


|} Jan. 15 George Olsen at the 


. 
WHEN YOUR OLD | Elks Club, Muscatine, Iowa, Jan. 15 
| ERIKS . /iUSC2 , 4OWA, an. 4 
WEDDING RING WAS | ...Bill Bardo into the Hotel Muehle- 
NEW | bach, Kansas City, Feb. 26... George 
| Winslow replacing Arvin Dale at the 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19 || in for a month at the La Martinique 
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The Distinguished Song Stylist 








on the 


RUDY VALLEE PROGRAM 
>, TUESDAY, JAN. 21, EIGHT P.M., EST 


"SAMMY KAYE 


Aragon terpalace, Jan. 24-26.... Dick | 


| Wald’s reorganized combo inked for | 


|for huddles with his agency, Fred- | 


Stuff Smith and Una Mae Carlisle | 
| to the Frolics Show Bar, Detroit, | 


| Melody Mill, Feb. 5... Joe Sanders | 


RUTH ETTING \ 


ers 
es Sate 


} | tory” list by the White Plains local 
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commodating a rival agency, MCA re mina it but patrons 
, , see ‘ 
did ” and GAC went to trouble erm extra measure there is a “Put Your 
cost to re-route Kenton all over \y ittle Foot” or another old-fashioned 
|country so combo would lose no|qance which keeps the floor crowd- 
| playing time. All matters had been /|ed. On vocals there is Brewster, who 
' smoothed out, save that Avodon still | has a nice personality and voice, and 
| had the original four-week contract | Art Tate, who doubles from sax. 
in its safe and last week, on heels of ; There is also a trio of others from 
making some coin on recent month’s | the band, which give out with a few 
stand of Count Basie and noting the Nar re now and then. ee a 
tae " : Band could use a female vocalist 
| biz Kenton has been inducing in east, |tg add a bit of pep ang, vitality to 
decided to hold crew to letter of | the bandstand. Andy. 
| pact. octets 
Gastel hit the ceiling, as did GAC. | PHIL LEVANT ORCH (13) 

MCA grimly took matters in hand | With Shirley Waite, Lee Sharin 
|}and has commenced all over again | "Fadl Taceat eocbamee Gf peniuades 
sot Pliewcsh pte a Behan go | in the Terrace Grill of the Muehle- 


, J 3 ’| bach. This year it was brought in to 
appears coolest in the imbroglio, as | carry over the holfday trade. Music | 
he merely says he will still take on 


put out by this crew is emphatically 
Kenton, if he can, late next autumn. 


on the smooth side and held down 
Gastel further flared when, pointing | in volume to the requirements oT 
out that with recent addition of the | 


such an intimate room. This sort of 
Pastels, vocal quintet, Kenton pay- | “derstanding performance is what | 
roll now is $7,100 and aggregation | 


makes Levant popular here. 
Instrumentation of three trumpets, 


| would lose coin at straight $6,500 for | trombone, three tenors, three rhythm 


| Avocdon date, got only one offer from ; and Levant’s fiddle directs all its ef- | 
| terpalace—that it adjust matter by | fort toward dansapation. Keeping 


Now and then, for | 

















































BOURNE. Inc 


799 SEVENTH AVE. NEW YORK 





| giving Kenton a guarantee of $4,500 








against 60% of gate per stanza. 
Gastel and GAC thumbed down such 
ja deal with vehemence. Kenton now 
probably will have to cut crew when 
| he comes here to make the date. 














AFH HITS N. Y. SPOT 
ON UNDER SCALE RAP 


Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y., which 
at one time played name bands, has 
been placed on the “restricted terri- 
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KEEPS RIGHT ON INTRODUCING SONG HITS 


HEAR HIM INTRODU 


CE THIS BRAND NEW 1947 “SURE-FIRE” HIT SONG 














THE SUN 
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3 tS ade NBC of the American Federation of Mu- 

; Pepeness ' sicians, after being snagged paying By BROOKS BOWMAN 

Ae 2h under scale to Chris Cross’ band. 

EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT Restricted ruling means that the 

spot can play nothing but local | | 

: ASSOCIATED BOOKING HOLS bands until the penalty is lifted. i Ags 

3 Cross himself, for becoming a : NTLY-JOY. Inc 

4 JOE GLASER, Pres. party to the under scale arrange- ! : 

: ment, was fined $1,000 by the local 1619 Broadway, New York 19 
745 Fifth Ave:, New York 22 and given a certain time in which emmy Valando Gen. Prof. Mar. 

to pay the levy. 








ill 
| JUST GOTTA TALK ABOUT 
On His “SUNDAY SERENADE” ABC Coast-to-Coast, Sunday, January 19th, 1:30 P.M., E.S.T. 
ALL MATERIAL AVAILABLE 
. 120 West 58th Street RADIO-RECORDING SONGS, Inc. New York 19, N. Y. 
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Eva Tanguay—1 Don't Care’ Girl— 
Slips Away, Taking An Era With Her 


By ED BARRY 


Eva Tanguay, personality songstress 
of yesteryear, succumbed to a stroke 


after being bedridden for years with 
various illnesses, in her obscure but 
comfortable cottage in Hollywood, 
Jan. 11, aged 68. Death came as a 
climax to one of the most fabulous, 
colorful careers in vaudeville. Un- 
til illness forced her into retirement 
in the '20’s and she dropped over 
$2,000,000 in the stock-market crash 
of 1929. she had remained the ebul- 
lient lass who had catapulted her- 
self from obscurity to fame with the 
Don’t Care.” And _ she 
She had made and lost for- 


song, “I 


didn’t 


[ would attempt to flatter her on her 
lartistry. She'd laugh it off with 
i “I’ve just been lucky.” 

And there was more truth than 
poetry in that remark. Vaude his- 
torians still around have a faint 
recollection of seeing her in her 
youth at Tony Pastor’s or Keith’s 


|Union Square with a male partner | 


|in a double act that rated about $125 
weekly for the pair. On this en- 
| gagement she was grabbed up by an 
| agent and sent on tour with a pop- 
priced circuit musical, “The Sambo 
Girl,” which never got nearer to 
Broadway than Blaney’s, Newark. 
Music Halls 


tunes before—not forgetting the coin | 


stakes she had given many 
temporary on the way up and ad- 
ditional lifts after they went down 
the chute again. 


Though lacking in outstanding 
talent, usually the requisite for 
molding a headliner in any branch 
of the theatre, Miss Tanguay capital- 
ized on her personality, shapely fig- 
ure and a determination to get to 
the top in her profession — vaude- 
ville—which she did. Despite it all 
she never took herself seriously, 
preferring to attribute her meteoric 
rise to nerve and salesmanship 
rather than any especially endowed 
talent. Even at her peak she often 
chided fellow performers who 











a con- | 
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She later tried her mettle in music 
|halls in New York and Chicago but 
| didn’t hit her stride until years later 
| when she decided Barnum was right, 
| both ways, and came into Hammer- 
|stein’s Music Hall with one of the 
| most terrific advertising and public- 
|ity buildups of that era, which is 
| reputed to have cost her nearly 
twice as much as her salary. This 
| was okay with her. 
imake ’em Tanguay-conscious and it 
'later paid off in handsome dividends 
land kept her a high-salaried draw- 
ing card for better than a decade 
jand a half. 


During the interim she catapulted | 


her earning power from $250, which 


ishe had gotten with the musical, to | 


1$2,500 and $3,500 weekly, an un- 
'heard of salary for a vaude head- 
\liner of that era, She still continued 
| heavy ad campaigns, lavish outlays 
|\for costumes and material and these 
| too paid off. She was also smart 
;enough to build her songs into a 
|production, don the most daring of 


| costumes and give them that per- 


;sOnality and dynamic salesmanship | 


i'which made her unique, 


| freak, through the years. 

| Her first big-salary break came 
ifrom the late Perey G. Williams, 
| who, stymied by control of most 
headliners and standard acts by the 
then powerful United Booking Of- 
fices (Keith, Albee, Proctor et al.), 


albeit a 


She set out to | 


UP VAUDEVILLE IN L.A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 14. 

For the first time in more than 50 
| vears, Los Angeles will be without 
'a regular vaude fare when the Mil- 
| lion Dollar theatre here drops policy 


| on Feb. 6. House will revert to 


— DOLLAR WINDS 





| duals 

| Operator Sherrill Corwin says the- 
latre may occasionally ring up its 
|curtain on acts in future if any 
| strong boxoffice potentialities be- 
icome available. 

| The prime prompting which 
caused erasure of live talent from 


j . " . 
Million Dollar, according to Corwin, | 


was growing dearth hereabouts of 
attractions with marquee value. Due 
to most big-name bands reorganiz- 
ing, none presently are available, 


|and film stars just won’t play L. A.| 


because of proximity to Hollywood. 
And, adds Corwin, “Any nameless 
layout of acts today isn’t worth a 
quarter.” 


‘Hattie Althoff Ankling 
| CRA to Open Own Agency 


Hattie Althoff is set to leave the 
theatre department of Consolidated 
Radio Artists to open her own 
agency. Miss Althoff, whose con- 
tract with CRA expires in May, will 
|leave around the end of February. 
| Resignation climaxes a stormy. asso- 
| ciation between Miss Althoff and 
| Charlie Greene, CRA president. 


A little more than a year ago Miss 
| Althoff threatened to walk out in a 
|quarrel over commission 
Greene subsequently threatened to 
sue Miss Althoff for contract breach 
|and exit never materialized. 

There’s the possibility that Charlie 
Busch and Bill i’eterson, of the CRA 
cocktail sector, may join Miss Al- 
thoff once she sets up her office. 





revenue will be hard hit inasmuch 
as a good deal of its coin is now de- 
rived from the act and cocktail de- 
partments. 





| Miss Davis’ Paris Dates 
| Virginia Davis, chanteuse daugh- 


splits. | 


If these plans materialize, CR.\’s | 





AGVA Pays Cast Off 


Hollywood, Jan. 14, 

Local office of American Guild of 
Variety Artists has paid off salary 
claims, totaling $602, against L. A. 
Thorns by members of cast of 
“Varieties of 1947” which lasted two 
performances at Beaux Arts theatre. 

AGVA took funds out of cash 
bond exacted of producer Thorns 
before first curtain rose. Cast of 11 
in the revue was headed by Max 
Terhune and Billy Mack. 


HUB CAFE, BALLROOM, 
HOTEL BIZ LAGS 257, 








| Boston, Jan. 14. 
In contrast to film and legit busi- 
ness, which boomed during 1946, 


night clubs, taverns, ballrooms, ho- 
tels and 
in Boston area, with fall and winter 
biz running 25% behind same period 
last year and indications of further 
drops. 

The Mayfair closed for change of 
policy, while the Latin Quarter was 
almost 30% off. Only. nitery doing 
real biz is Gay Nineties. But even 
here it’s no bargain. Ballrooms, bar- 
ring the Totem Pole, are also way 
off, the cats just not forking up 


} 
i 





prices for name bands with side- 
| . . 
iman’s salaries blamed for high 
| prices, 


Eateries are off, too. Customers 
figure they are taking a rooking and 
|stay away. Little “y little a buyer’s 
| strike is bringing down prices but 
| joints that have made it a habit of 
| clipping by cutting portions are tak- 
ing it in the neck. It seems cus- 
|} tomers don’t forget. 


‘Connee Boswell Switches 
| To Harry. Romm Agency 


Harry 





Romm’s new booking 
| grabbed off Connee Boswell for its 
| growing list last week. Singer had 
| been with Music Corp. of America, 


but just before Xmas asked for and | 


received a release in order to swing 

over to Romm. 
Miss Boswell 

| Circle theatre, Indianapolis, goes to 


In L. A. Show Foldo 


cafes have been way off ; 


agency, which he set up last year, | 


currently at the | 


| decided to build and import his own|ter of maestro Meyer Davis, has|the Palace theatres Akron-Youngs- 
talent to channel into his N. Y.| signed for several nitery appear-|t0wn next week, and on Jan. 23 
circuit of five theatres. After bring-| ances in Paris in the spring, at the | Opens a week at the Adams, Newark. | 


A.C. GRAND JURY HITS 
JUKEBOX RACKETEERS 


Atlantic City, Jan, 14, 

After hearing cafe owners and 
managers, jukebox operators, mem. 
bers of the electrical union anq 
others, the retiring Atlantic County 
grand jury handed down a presenj. 
ment in which it declared that it 
had found “indications of conspiracy 
on the part of certain jukebox oper. 
ators to control these machines in 
and about Atlantic City (10), 


The grand jury conducted its in. 
vestigation at the request of the 
Atlantic City Licensed Beverage 
|Men’s Association. It said that DOs 
sible conspiracy by the jukebox Op. 
erators to control the machines wag 
“in disregard to free enterprise and 
ithe rights and privileges 
| citizens.” 


The investigation was launched 
after cafe and saloon operators had 
protested the way jukebox distribu. 
tors operated here. They pointed out 
that if they failed to pay a $5 serv. 
ice fee weekly and used other than 
the “right” distributors’ machines 
their places were picketed, with un. 
ion drivers refusing to cross the 
lines to deliver food and liquor. 

The panel said the succeeding 
grand jury should be informed of 
these findings “so that they may be 
alert to a development of these dan- 
gers to the public and be prepared 
to take preventive measures since 
a so-called jukebox war in at least 
one other New Jersey community 
has resulted in property damage and 
even bloodshed.” 


COMEDY 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nes. 1 thru 20 @ $1.00 each 
(Nos. 21 thru 25 Ready Soon) 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 
3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 
“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
“HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 





of other 
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AUTHENTIC, and ORIGINAL CALYPSO, 
RUMBA, and SAMBA DANCERS 


Currently 


Frank Barbaro’s 
Bowery, Detroit 


MAN WHAT’A SUCCESS 


THANKS TO SEYMOUR SHAPIRO and 
P. J. 1ODICE 









ing over a flock of acts from 
England, such as Vesta Victoria, 
Albert Chevalier and Marie and 
Alice Lloyd, he took cognizance 
of Miss Tanguay’s b.o. potentialities, 
upping her salary to $2,500 and giv- 
ing her $3,500 on repeat dates. Her 
drawing power was later recognized 
by other standard circuits through- 
out the country which played her 
season after season at top coin. On 
percentage dates where houses were 
wary of her draw ability she had 
often taken down greater sums as 
her share of the take. 
Daring Songs 

Her daring songs, such as “I Want 
Someone To Go Wild With Me” and 
“It’s All Been Done Before But Not 
the Way I Do It,” were trademarks 
/of & sort but it was “I Don’t Care” 


| (Continued on page 48) 
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week. 


|Constellation, Scheherazade 
}and Cing a Neuf. 


| Singer, who appeared in. the 
Broadway legiter “Call Me Mister” 
| last year, just returned from Paris, 
| where she sang at Le Corsaire. She 
‘also did a series of broadcasts of 
| French folksongs for Radiodiffusion 
Francaise. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Jan. 14. 

Walter Hoban has licked the sec- 
ond stage of the “Rib” operation 
and making nice comeback at the 
Rogers. 

Arthur Rodzinski, director N. Y. 
Philharmonic orchestra, vacashing 
at Lake Placid for the winter. 

Helen Grupp, Republic Pix secre- 
tary, back at the lodge after a 10 
day furlough to N.Y.C. Ditto for 
Edith Garzke, who spent holidays 
with her folks. 

Kitty Bernard, vaude performer 
and wife of the late Mike Bernard, 
and Margie Regan are doing nicely 
and flashing okay reports. 

Harry Lefko shot in from Phila- 
delphia to visit his Cad Sam (RKO) 
Lefko who's doing nicely. 

Bili (Warner Bros.) Lalis cheered 
up plenty by surprise visit of his 
frau last week. 

James Kirkwood, Jr., 


Club 





back to 
with his mother, Lila Lee, who is 


showing nice improvement. 
First postwar vaudeville show at 


turnaway biz. Bill includes Jack 
Adams, emcee; Daphne Carroll, 
songstress; Jack Braden, comic; An- 
son Sisters, dance team and Joe 
Bolands orch. 

Will Larner, Jr., who recently got 
the greenlight here, now program 
director of local radio station 
WNBZ. 

Charlie Golden elated over news 
from his medico that he'll get his 
all-clear papers next month 

Helen LeClaire Carlson, song- 
stress, planed in from Minneapolis 
after 10-day furlough with her folks. 

Herman LeVine (Will Rogers 
Fund) in for a general o.o. of the 
lodge, mitted the gang and shot 
back to the Big Town. 

Mrs. Frank Schwartz and son, Mel 
Schwartz, planed in from Miami to 
visit sister, Dorothy Martin, who is 
improving nicely. 

Peter Hagan planed in from 
N.Y.C. to celebrate the birthday of 
his daughter, Edna Hagan, last 





(Write to those who are ill.) 


Broadway after a holiday vacash | 


resting at the Owen’s cottage and | 


LaFountains’ nitery is doing nightly | 





| 
| 
‘ 


Scarcity of Sepia Acts 


Difficulties in getting suitable 
Negro headliners is causing Joe 
Howard and Carl Erbe to postpone 
opening of the New Zanzibar, N. Y., 
located on the former site of the Ole 
South, to sometime in February. 
There's the possibility that the Millis 
Bros., who'll be appearing at the 
Paramount theatre, N. Y., in Febru- 
ary, will double into the cafe. 

Maurice Rocco is also being con- 
sidered to top the preem bill. 


Drops Rhumba Films 


Bill Miller has been forced to sus- 
| Pend film showings of the Monday 
; night rhumba.contests at his Em- 
| bassy, N. Y. nitery, because of 
| demands from the International Al- 
| liance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
| to put on two projectionists. Union 
| demanded that Miller hire two op- 
erators to show the 16m shots of the 
contest, which were run off at the 
club one hour after shooting. 

Rhumba contest, however, will be 


continued without the film showings 
| afterward. , 

















| 

Sherman Staying on Coast 

| Eddie Sherman, head of the Sher- 
man vaude booking agency who was 

|slated to return to New York this 

‘month to personally operate the 
booking office, has delayed his N. Y. 

trip indefinitely. 

| Pressure of his personal manage- 


Sets Back Zanzibar Preem | 


(Hew to Be an Emcee) 
$3.00 Per Copy 


No €.0.D.’s on any material! f en 
réute, alse send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 


THEATRICAL 
PHOTOGRAPHIC ARTISTS 


HAMAN 
IUDIOS 


COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC AND 
ARTIST SERVICE FOR THE THEATRE 
Sketches Mural Decorations 
Copy Photos Sketch Portraits 
Enlargements Photo Retouching 
Lobby Displays Pastel Sketches 
Studio Portraits—$30 & up (3 poses) 
Reproductions—$3.50 per 100 (in quan.) 


349 West 48th St. 


Plaza 9-5583 New York 19, N. Y. 


———————_—_——_ 
Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 


* Draw from our library, one of the 
largest, most comprehensive in 
Showbiz! 

* 1947 Catalog FREE! 

* clusive material our specialty! 
J. & H. KLEINMAN 
25-31-K 30th Read, L. |. City 2, N. Y. 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 




















|ment business is preventing his N. Y. 
|trip at this time. Sherman is man- | 


lager of Abbott and Costello among | 
| others, 





139 E. 57th St., NM. ¥. C. 


PL. 9-7470 
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Danny Kaye Contracted for $20,000 
Per Week at Miami Copacabana 


Miami, Jan. 14. 

Danny Kaye has been signed for 
the Copacabana, Miami Beach nitery, 
at $20,000 weekly, highest straight 
guarantee ever given a single nifery 
entertainer. Kaye, who starts Jan. 
19 for two weeks, will make the trip 
from California for the occasion and 
will return to the coast immediately 
afterwards to keep a date at the 
Golden Gate theatre, San Francisco, 
where he’s in for a 50% of the gate. 
Kaye pays for the outside talent 
there. 

The Kaye deal for the Copa was 
completed last week by the William 
Morris agency, which felt itself ob- 
ligated to Murray Weinger, Copa’s 
operator, who was sans a headliner 
since Milton Berle, a Morris client, 
cancelled out of the Copa because of 
a radio commitment. The agency 
lined up the Ritz Bros. to follow 
Kaye, though the agency will draw 
no commissions for the Ritz deal. 
Berle’s run was to have spanned the 
dates of both Kaye and the Ritzes. 

Weinger, who last week filed a 
$250,000 breach of contract suit 
against Berle, has thus dropped the 
claim. Berle’s contract, incident- 
ally, stipulated a four-week cancel- 
lation clause in the event he lined 
up a radio, film or legit show, and 
this was complied with. Berle had 
been set at $12,500 per. 


Phil Baker, MCA Part 


Phil Baker has asked for his re- 
lease from Music Corp. of America 
because of MCA’s failure to obtain 
work for him in fields other than 
radio. Baker late last year left the 
William Morris agency for that rea- 
son and signed with MCA in order 





to be serviced by Marty Goodman, | by boniface Nicky Quattriocicci of | 


who subsequently left that office to 
go in business for himself. 

Release was handed the comic last 
week. He has not yet affiliated with 
another agency. 





Iucille & Eddie Roberts, magical 
mentalists currently at the Terrace 
Room, Hotel Statler, Cleveland, 
open a four-weeker in the Blue 
Room, Hotel Roosevelt, New 
Orleans, Jan. 21, 
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Myron Cohen Heads 


*Tain’t Fair 
Miaini, Jan. 14. 

While major:ty of the cafes 
are fighting it out for names 
with performer salaries up to 
$20,000 weekly, the Melody club 
here gets the advertising values 
of headliners froi.: a little more 

than scale musical trio. 
The bistro in heavy ads is 
billing in big type such names 





N.Y. Latin Quarter Show 


Myron Cohen comedy dialecti- 


cian, has been booked for his first | 








N. Y. cafe date, starting Sunday (19) 
at the Latin Quarter, N. Y. Comic 
| has been seen at various times on 
|eafe celebrity nights, but hasn't 
|played a_ regular 
iN. Y. niteries. 

LQ gets an entire change of head- 
j}liners, with Moro and Yaconelli, 
| Frances and Gray, Chandra - Kaly 
| dancers, Three Craddocks 
; thony Varone moving in. 


TELESHOWS POSING 


PROBLEM FOR CAFE OPS, 


New York 
| which installed 
| vision sets atop their bars as added 
inducements to their liquor trade, 
jare facing unforeseen difficylties. 


bars and_e eateries, 


|Seems that everytime there’s a top| 


event televised, the custom- 
|}ers all crowd around the single tele 
iscreen to such an exteht that the 
rest of the bar remains dry, with 
| liquor sales falling off. 


sports 


Some owners have sought to get} 


{around this by replacing the single 
| large-screen sets, as produced by 
| DuMont and U. S. Television, 

| seven or eight table models. Latter 
|are scattered around the room, giv- 
ing the barkeeps and waiters a 
|chance to serve drinks in compara- 
itive peace, 

| Another solution has been found 


|the swank El Borraccho. Finding 
| that people had come to eat at his 
place only as a sideline during a 
|television show, Quattriocicci in- 
stituted the system of reserving a 
certain number of bar stools in 
|front of his single large-screen set. 
Customers without reserva..ons, con- 
sequently, are expected to circulate 
| and the boniface expects the usual 
|amount of food and liquor to be 
consumed. 


engagement in| 


and An- | 


large-screen tele- | 


with | 


as Guy Lombardo, Tommy Dor- 
| sey, Cab Calloway, Ink Spots 
} and Ted Lewis. In small type 
it sez impersonations. 








Panther Room, Chi, In 
| Switch to Ice Shows; 
Dot Lewis Unit Preems 


Chicago, Jan. 14 

Panther Room, Sherman hotel, 
Chicago, wHich drops its years-old 
| band policy Feb. 27, is going in for 
ice shows along with Ted Weems’ 
orchestra. Spot i6 installing an ice 
tank and will pick up its new enter- 
|tainment phase Feb. 28. Its initial 
bill will be a unit headed by Dor- 
othy Lewis. 

Sherman’s dropping of name bands 
| occurred following weeks of poor 
| biz with the names it could buy. 
Ernie Byfield, buyer of talent for 
the hotel, decided on the switch 
|away from name music about a 
| month ago, but decided only a week 
or so ago to substitute an ice show 
idea. 


-— —— 





| Joan Edwards’ Vauders 


Joan Edwards, who leaves the 
Lucky Strike “Hit Parade” airshow, 
| Jan. 18, will do a series of personals 
| starting at the Golden Gate theatre, 

San Francisco, Feb. 22. Other dates 
|} are being lined up for the singer by 
| Jack Bertell, with whoin she signed 
a personal management 
early this week. She’s getting $3,- 
500 on these stands. 

Miss Edwards’ booking contract 


| with Music Corp. of America expires | 


'Feb. 7. It’s doubtful that she'll re- 
| sign with that office. 





Martha Raye fs pacted for the 


| Latin Quarter, Boston, starting Feb. | 


|9 following her stand at the Beach- 
comber, Miami Beach. 





Kaskel Reported Taking 
Over Bradford, Boston 


Bradford hotel, Boston, containing 





contract | 


the Bradford roof, one of the top 
jniteries in the Hub, is slated to be 


|sold during the week to Alfred Kas- ! 


| kel, chain hotel operator who now 
|}owns the Belmont Plaza hotel, N. Y 
| Deal has been in the works for some 


time and is likely to be consum- 
mated during .the week. Ralph 
Snyder currently heads the corpo- 


ration owning the 

Effect of sale 
policy of the 
yet. Spot is now booked by Arthur 
Fisher out of New York, who has 
shows set until Feb. 1. Any change 
won't be effective until after that 
date. 


inn 
upon talent booking 


hostel isn’t known as 


STRIPPER STRIPPED OF 
INGRID VERGMAN’ TAG 


Jan. 14 


esque barn, 


Los Angeles 

The Follies, bur] 
weekend ceased advertising and bill- 
ing a peeler as “Ingrid Vergman,” 
after Ingrid Bergman's legal reps, 
i\firm of Mitchell,’ Silberberg & 
Knupp, requested it. 

Stating that use of such a label 
“obviously is to deceive and con- 
fuse the pubic,’ Miss Bergman’s 
lawyers pleaded that continuance of 
such billing would “bring injury 
upon Miss Bergman by this use of 
a name of such similarity to hers in 
a connection such as this.” 


over 


Anna Biggs, operator of the, 
| Follies, said no studio which re- 
| leased past pictures of the star 


squawked over the stunt. 


Thea Dispeker has left the William 
Morris Agency to open her own 
| talent outfit in New York. 
The split is entirely amicable. Miss 
| Dispeker will maintain business re- 
\lations with the Morris Agency. 





Femme Exits Wm. Morris | 


Trenet, Stranded in Paris, Tagged In 
Contract Breach Suit by Embassy, N.Y. 


+ 


? 


Charles Trenet, who was slated to 
open at the Embassy, N. Y., Jan. 7 
but couldn’t get passage intu this 
country in time for the preem. is 
being sued by Bill Miller, Embassy’s 


operator, for $5,000, claiming breach 


of contract. Miller claims that 
Trenet was cognizant of the difficul- 
ties in obtaining passage from 
France and consequently should not 
have gone to Paris. 

Trenet after winding up fiim and 
nitery work on the Coast during the 
summer, made a trip to Brazii and 
then to France. 

The suit climaxes a turbulent as- 
sociation between Trenet and Mit!ler. 


During Trenet’s incumbency at the 
Embassy last year, the singer sev- 
eral times walked off the floor and 
threatened to walk out of his con- 
tract, but was restrained by the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
Despite the difficulties, Miller re- 
signed Trenet at $2,500 weekly be- 


fore the chanteur left the country. 

Other performers are also finding 
it difficult to make their way back 
to this country. The Salici puppet 
group who were slated to open at 
the Carnival, N. Y., last night (Tues- 
day) had not yet obtained passage 
from Eire. Group was bumped for 
priority passengers during their 


trip from Italy and have now been 
in that country for several weeks. 
They were able to get a low priority 
by intercession of N. Y. License 
Commissioner Benjamin Fielding. 

Some apprehension is also felt for 
Lucienne Boyer, who is, slated to 
open at Cafe Society Uptown, N. Y., 
next month. She’s still in France 
and has been urged to apply for im- 
mediate plane reservations. 

Difficulty in getting out of France 
has increased since the French line 
took the Ile de France off the regu- 
lar U. S. run. 


DITSON WITH ROSEN 


Lenny Ditson has joined the Jerry 
Rosen office as an agent. Ditson was 
formerly part of the vaude act 
Starr, Rollo and Ditson, other two 
members of which have also become 
agents. 
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atson Sisters 
L71 amherst St. 
Buffalo, N. Ye 


BR:S 





This is to thank you for t 
at the Diamond Horseshoe. 
&nd easy to work with. 


On behalf of myself — 
for the gayety you contribu 
your eda You're funny women in the grand tradition. 


LEU E ELD TBATRE 


1347 SIXTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 19, N.Y. © CIRCLE 8-5200 


December 1) 9 1946 


Dear Fannie and Kittys 


customers, let 


Affectiona 


BILLY ROSE 


he fourteen months you put in 
You were great gals to know 


ted to our little show during 


regards, 





me thank you 














A ac ~ a A nn 3 _— 


AND VICE VERSA 


fr om 


Fanny and Kitty 


WATSON | 


@ Material by MILTON FRANCES | 


@ Management JACK CURTIS 
1501 Broadway —Cl. 6-5835 
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Night Club Reviews 


Le Raban Bleu. N. Y. 

Wally Blacker, Gloria King, Josef 
Marais & Miranda, Muriel Gaines, 
Leonard Elliott (Irma Jurist at 
piano), Cedric Wallace 3; $3 and 
$3.75 minimum. 





On a dead Monday—ddon't forget, 
this is 1947, and all the oldie alibis, 


and cheap college-night (Friday) 
patronage, are coming back—this 
joint was jumpin’. True, it was an 
opening but biz was in its the-week- 
after-New Year's doldrums. 
Perhaps what the bullishness of 
Tony Mele’s bistro (atop his Theo- 
dore’s restaurant) best proves is 
that good value always pays off, re- 
gardless of seasons, moods, modes 
and trends. And a good value it is, 
too, and somewhat to the credit of 
the maitre d’ Carlo who, like many 
headwaiters these days, often knows 
better than the- boss what the cus- 
tomers like. In this instance he had 
a lot to do with booking this lineup. 
It opens with Gloria King, who 
gets a rousing Campfire Girl build- 


up as “the typical American girl,” 





‘New York” 


| 
| 


/ | turn 
about slow Mondays. rainy Tuesdays | 


Afrikaans and kindred folksongs. 
They got their rep on the African 
veldt stuff but did only one such 
number at the show caught. They’re 
a nice turn for class spots of this 
calibre. Muriel Gaines, next, is 
socko with “I’m Evil,” “Give Me 
(a more than a slight 
poke at Hollywood), a neat calypso 
with saucy lyrics, and “15 
Years Serving Time.” 

Headliner is Leonard Elliott, aided 
by Irma Jurist at the piano. He 


does hoke French and German stuff, | 


muggs all over the place, has a fine 
sense of audience values and is bet- 
ter than his material. He has 


musicomedy potentials but has been | 


seen to better ad antage with better 
songalog. Wally Blacker emcees in 


fairish manner and the Cedric Wal- | 


the en- 
Abel. 


lace Trio 
tr’actes, 


is tiptop during 


Latin Quarter, Miami 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Miami Beach, Jan. 10. 
Addition of Lou Holtz and Mons. 


| Choppy and his “Marriage In Brit- 


| tany” routine to the lavish produc- | 


who made impact in “The Best Years 


Of Our Lives,” and out comes a 
somewhat sultry soubret who is a 
cress between Helen Morgan 
Ethel Waters. Miss King may have 
been in a_ nitery sequence for a 
quick flash in the Sam Goldwyn 
picture, and if so it certainly 
a quickie. However, as_ disclosed 
here, she sings in the 52d St. idiom 
of Mildred Bailey, utilizing the mike 
which, sometimes, gives her too 
much volume, especially 
time room of this type. 
toire includes “Lover,” 
Is a Thing Named Joe,” “I Remem- 


Her reper- 


ber April,” “These Foolish Things” 
(medleyed with “They Can’t Take 


That Away From Me”). 
edit her routine down. ; 
No. 2 are Josef Marais and Mi- 


She should 


and 


in an in- 


“Happiness 








randa with their Appalachian, 
= 


was | 


tion in this big room by Lou Wal-| 
ters has added a needed comedy and | 
| novelty, to make the affair one of | 


the best staged in town. 

Holtz, as always, uses his dialec- 
turns and cane to good advantage. 
Wisely eschews the stories which 
might bring criticism as regards 
racial lampooning and instead mixes 


| his stuff with Hebrew, Spanish and 





JACK 
SHEA 


“The Mad Auctioneer” 


PALMER HOUSE 


CHICAGO 
Until Jan. 30th 





Personal Yanagement 
MATTY ROSEN 
515 Madison Avenue 


New York City 
Telephone Plaza 3-3990 


British limnings to add the laugh 
touch this show needed. Opens with 
a bit in which he hands out cigars, 


emcees, interweaves his raconteuring | 


throughout the show and tops with 
a bit with Daisy Daix, the French 
importation, that makes her songs 
look better than they did the first 
week. 

Mons. Choppy (New Acts) is 
probably one of the most novel acts 
to hit this country in a long time. 
Though not for theatres, or family 
auds, it’s a topper in its class. Rest 
of the Walters production looks as 
good as ever. Costuming is nifty 
and the specialties, which include 
Chandra Kaly and his dancers, 
Gloria LeRoy, the Craddocks, 
Georges Alban, Vivien Fay and/| 
Mazzone-Abbott troupe work with a | 
zest that adds plenty to the show. 

Lary. 


Chez Paree. Chi 


with dead pan actions, leaving the 
emphasis on fast foot and arm biz. 
Company comes back for “Wooden 
Indian” which is neatly done and 
registers for solid applause. 3 

Pearl Bailey, late of “St. Louis 
Woman” is a natural for cafe cir- 
cuit. Gal, smartly dressed in white 
gown with sequined bodice has a 
group of naughty lyrics which she 
tosses away with careful admoni- 
tion as to what happens to those 
that play with sex. Her drawly in- 
terjections in her songs, somewhat 
reminiscent of Bert Williams, are 
fine underplaying comedy and re- 
lieve sultriness of her material. 
Works effortlessly and holds audi- 
|! ence in her palm all the way. 

Tony Martin, star of the 
clicks as heavy as usual with 
distaffers in his song stanza. 





the 


Magic,” “September Song,” 
the Beguine,” “Rumors Are Fly- 
ing,” “To Each His Own,” and “Show 
Business” slays ’em as usual and 
plants him as outstanding hit of the 
| show. Last number is a production 
|} song. 

| Gay Claridge has augmented his 
lorch and it’s now really a_ solid 
musical aggregation. With the ad- 
dition of three fiddles, Claridge does 
an excellent job of backing Martin; 
then he does an extremely hard bit, 
with his rhythm section, in provid- 


} 


| ers, and holds a fine sustained muted 
trumpet background for 
Bailey. Phyllis Gale turns in a top 
job on line numbers and as vocalist 
with the orch. Lucio Garcia and his 
five piece combo beats out the Latin 
tunes for nice response for 
rhumba addicts. Loop. 


Beachcomber. Miami 
Miami, Jan. 11. 
Martha Raye, Willie Howard with 
Al Kelly, Ben Yost Quintet, Jack 
Stanton, Betty Luster, Line 





Definite front runner among the 
glitter spots hereabouts this season 
has been the Beachcomber. Opening 
with Jackie Miles and Gypsy Rose 
Lee, the bis room has grossed more 
than any other spot without casi- 
nos in the area. Followup show 
looks to do as good, if not better, 
with the crowds filling the room 
early and late t 
Raye-Willie Howard combo. 

Zesty, uninhibited, earthy, 
tha Raye earned herself a palm- 
whacky reception from the mobs 
filling the room. Though at times 





Chicago, Jan. 10. 





| 


| 
| 


Tony Martin, Pearl Bailey, June 
Edwards, Jack Cole Dancers 
Lucio Garcia Orch (5); $3.50 min. 
New show at the Chez Paree is 


heavy on song and dance. Also un- 
usual is the fact that this is the first 





gone heavy for comedy with this 


| being the first revue that has ele- 


ment missing. However, several acts 
have comedy angles and show 
moves at fast pace. 

Line number, created by Olive 
Bernard, opens the show with cute 
twist of shifting backdrops while 
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NEW TALENT WANTED 


Professional Engagements for 
Contest Winners 
Auditions Nightly—Finals Sunday 
OLD KNICKERBOCKER MUSIC HALL 
54th St. and 2nd Ave., New York 
Preliminary Interviews 4 te 6 P. M. 








girls do bits from picture “Three 
| Little Girls In Blue” bringing on 
| contortionist dancer, June Edwards, 
| who has slick muscular control. Gets 
| hefty sendoff. 

| Jack Cole Dancers follow with 
one of the finest hoke jobs of the 
interpretive school, ala Martha 
| Graham,,with much of it way over 
the average cafe aud head. How- 
ever, table sitters appreciated it 
even as a straight job. Cole is sup- 
ported by Florence Lessing and 
| seven dancers, and in his West In- 
|dian numbers, a duo of calypso 
| singers and drummers. Opener is 
| Raymond Scott version of “Persian 
Market” which is riftily costumed. 
| Miss Lessing and Cole scurry 
‘through an imaginary market place 

ae 














date 50 artists. 





LIGHTS! ACTION! CAMERA! 


EDDIE RAY, Photographer of Radio, 
Screen and Stage Stars, now associated 
with McFARLAND STUDIOS, master 
craftsmen of the new, sensational high 
speed lights, is producing photography 
of unusual merit for show people, on his 
own stage, large enough to accommo- 


Appointment only. 


McFARLAND 


Studio of Creative Photography 
846 7th Ave., New York 


Circle 6-9018 








she tends to go overboard on the 


blue stuff in the way of ad libs and | 


: (11), | bits, her overall effect on the payees 
Line (10), Gay Claridge Orch (14), | is sock. 


That zingy personality 
makes itself felt in every corner of 
the long, cavernous room. From 
| some she earned gasps, but from 
|} most, howls and table pounding for 
more. The pixieish 


any off-reaction from her blueisms, 
which, at show caught, happened a 
bit too frequently. Opens with 
“Sun In The Mornin” with ad lib 
biz added for the laugh spots. Fol- 
lows with “Tampico” which includes 
some lyrics repeated in her encore 
number “Stone Cold Dead In The 
Market.” It’s a tribute to her comedy 
quality that both songs go so well. 
Howls are gained via her biz with 
| the band, her accompanist (who 
does a neat job) and the ringsiders. 
Comes baek for a finale (after beg- 
off) with the Ben Yost quintet that 
is a laugh maker all the way. Wears 
a male costume along with the boys, 


] 











antics. It makes for a zingy close 


to a fast paced, smartly balanced 
show. 





|his comedy to a 
| familiar to the payees,- they scream 


| at his French prof, double talk with | which remained synonymous with 


| the able Al Kelly and his impreshes 
|of contemporaries Jessel, Lauder 
and Jolson. In the prelim to the 
Jolson bit he works with Kelly and 
two stooges for a risibility-rising 
sesh. And the _ impresh brings 
plenty tabie pounding. 

The Yost group sound off the 
specialty setup with some _ well 
blended harmonizing of the oper- 
etta tops. Tenor, however, might 
well take a lower key in essaying 
those high notes. Come back for the 
finale bit sith Miss Raye to achieve 
a healthy bowoff. 

Rest of show holds over with Jack 
Stanton and his smartly devised 
| spin-taps, ‘rim looker Betty Luster 
and her solid toe-terps and a line 
| that is costumed in good taste and 
| has been given two short, imagina- 
tive routines. George Paxton rates 
a bow for the manner in which he 
and his unit cut the show. Lary. 





Kitty Davis’, Miami 


Miami Beach, Jan. 10. 


Billy Vine, Prof. Backwards, 
Cheena De Simone Dancers (6), 
Phyllis Arnold, Patricia Adair, 
Johnny Silvers Orch (6), Luis De- 


Ramon Orch (6); $3-$4 min. 





, It’s rough going for most of the 
|smaller clubs in town, what with 
the big and able-to-spend spots set- 
ting up heavy name layouts which 





see the Martha | 


Mar- | 


; ; quality which | 
show that doesn’t have a comedian | came through in her pix hits is con- | 


as one of the acts; spot has always | tained in her nitery stint, salvaging | 


using the sword for howl-making | 





show, | 
jpreshes of 
Mar- | 
tin’s slick warbling of “Old Black | 


“ } > . 
Begin | makes for a show-stopping sequence. 


ing a poly beat for the Cole Danc- | 


| 


Pearl | 


the | 


| 


| in competent 
ne (6), | dancing 
Geo. Paxton Orch, Rumbaddicts (6). 





| 
| 


| 


| 
| 
| 





Willie Howard, as always builds | 
high. Though | 


| 
| 
| 


| 





| 
| 


| 


draw what biz is around. In Kitty | 


Davis’ case she has gone all out to 
compete, booking in acts that have 
| proven draws in this town in recent 
'seasons. What militates against the 


licy, however, : 
ol policy. It is as high as the 
Copacabana, Latin Quarter and 
Beachcomber, and the production 
values are not there for the com- 
petish. A policy of straight-good 
acts can’t fill a room to capacity 
here, no matter what the minimu 
or name. 


In Billy Vine, the spot has a 
comic “known” to Miami who pur- 
veys his standard stuff, which in- 
cludes his “Goodbye Sadie,” the 
Drunk and the “Sadie Thompson” 
routines always good for plenty 
laughs. He has added, however, a 
modern day bit that is sock all the 
way. Recounting an imaginary meet- 
ing between Harry Richmand, Jessel, 
Cantor, Tucker contrasts with his im- 
Jackie Miles, Harvey 
Stone, Frances Faye, Joe E. Lewis, 
Milton Berle and Jan Murray. It 


He had to beg off. 


Emceeing in smooth and amiable 
fashion, Professor Backwards builds 
to his own odd stint via the black- 
board and his spelling and writing 
of words in reverse via a series of 
topical gags which many a comic 
has probably lifted by now. The 
barbs are thrown at Washington, 
Lewis, Bilbo and present day prob- 
lems in general, for « good measure 
of laugh response. 

Rest of the show builds neatly. 
Patricia Adair ballet toe-spins to 
heavy palm whacking. She’s a trim 
little looker who paces the proceed- 
ings in nifty manner. Cheena De- 
Simoné dancers are a sextet of guys 
and gals who triple up the standard 
waltz, fox-trot and latin terps for 
good returns. Could use more at- 
tractive costimes for the femmes, 
though. Sultry looking Phyllis Ar- 
nold does okay in singing pops. 

Johnny Silvers and his unit cut 
the show in top style, while Luis 
DeRamos handles the Latin addicts 
fashion for the 

Lary. 


Surrey Room, Boston 
(HOTEL TOURAINE) 
Boston, Jan. 10. 

Lucille Manners, Carl Sands Orch 
(8); $2.50-$3.50 minimum. 

Since its opening in September, 

the Touraine’s Surrey Room, best 
looking spot in town, hasn’t clicked 
too well, having been hampered by 
extensive renovations in adjacent 
lobby and having come in just as 
nitery biz fell off. 
* It’s had a steadily increasing— 
and a_ steady—biz, however, and 
seems set as a solid spot once the 
workmen clear out. In view of this, 
the boite changes policy on the con- 
clusion of Lucille Manners’ stay 
here, reverting to a straight band 
policy with a trio to relieve, thus 
offering continuous music rather 
than the former name. This policy 
will remain in effect until work is 
done. 

Miss Manners, as final name for 

time being, clicks nicely, using her 
big, well-trained voice to plenty ad- 
vantage in such faves as “Siboney,” 
“They Say It’s Wonderful,” a “Show 
Boat” medley, “Oh What a Beauti- 
ful Morning” and “Lero, Lero,” a 
South American tune. She hardly 
uses the mike, circling the floor and 
singing to the customers. Looks 
very attractive and obviously ap- 
peals. 
Dinner crowds not bad, maybe 
50% capacity, mostly well-heeled 
business people, as place goes in for 
cuisine. Carl Sands music quiet, un- 
obtrusive and suitable, with grace- 
ful piano supplied by Sands. Elie, 








Eva Tanguay 


Continued from page 46 


_————— 





her through the years. 


One of her most profitable pro- | 


duction acts was “Salome,” produced 
in 1908. Despite squawks of scan- 
tiness of costume it broke boxoffice 
records sans official interference un- 
til she decided to take it off—the 
production, not the costume. Once 
she fashioned a costume of dollar 
bills and when Lincoln pennies ap- 
peared she used them for spangles. 
In 1910, at the height of her 
career, Miss Tanguay said that the 
secret lay entirely in her person- 
ality, and she always exploited that 
personality to the utmost. ° 
After losing her last fortune and 
being practically penniless in 1933, 


is the minimum | 





| eight. 


i 


| 








she was stricken blind. A friend of 
palmier days, Sophie Tucker, paid 
for the operations which restored 
her sight. She later made plans for 
a comeback to raise funds for a 
children’s hospital for the blind but 
an attack of arthritis crippled her, 
At time of death she had been 
working on her memoirs to be cap- 
tioned “Up and Down the Ladder.” 
She had recently sold part of her 
manuscript to the American Maga- 
zine section of the Hearst news. 
papers, which had run three stanzas 
prior to her death. Money derived 
from that sale was to be divided 
among stage charities, according to 
Miss Tanguay. 

She had been on the stage since 
childhood, having essayed title role 
in “Little Lord Fauntleroy” when 
Upon death of her father 
some years later she turned to 
vaudeville. 

She had been married three times, 
Her first husband was John W. Ford, 


idancer, from whom she was divorced 


in 1917. Later she was married to 
Roscoe Ails, vaude actor, this mar- 
riage also ending in divorce. In 
1927 she obtained an annulment of 
her marriage to Alexander Booke, 
her pianist, on grounds of fraud. 
To the end she had a fetish for 


jsecluding herself from friends, pre- 


ferring that they remember her as 


the devil-may-care hoyden of the 
“I Don’t Care” era rather than the 
fading, invalided woman that she 


was. When friends would visit her 
and knock on her cottage door, she’d 
admonish them, “Don’t come in, 
Eva Tanguay is not here.” 

Surviving are a sister 
nieces. 


and two 

















STEVE EVANS 


Offering 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 
Opening January 16 
ADAMS, NEWARK 
DIK.: MATTY ROSEN 
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HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics’ 
HELD OVEK 
GOLDEN GATE THEATRE 
San Francis-o 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 





COMEDY MATERIAL 











FOR SALE 


Three clever, special material comedy 
songs for comedienne—never used— 
for sale at fraction of original cost. 


Write Box 775, Variety 
154 West 46th St., New York 19, N. ¥. 




















Renee and Eddie Root 


MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL, MONTREAL 


Per. Mgt.—MAY JOHNSON ASSOCIATES, Mount Royal Hotel 
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Direction MATTY ROSEN 





Curry, Byrd » Le Roy 


“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM" 
ON TOUR 


CLUB-DATES HARRY GREEN 
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OBITUARIES 


EVA TANGUAY 
Eva Tanguay, 68, personality song- 
stress and vaudeville headliner of 
yesteryear, died as result of a stroke 
jn Hollywood, Jan. 11. 
Further details in vaudeville sec- 


tion. 





MAX MOSCOWITZ 


Max Moscowitz, 88, who for more 
than half a century had been 
prominent operator of Yiddish the- 
atres and companies, died in New 


York Jan. 11. He was the husband 
of Jennie Moscowitz, who had | 
starred in the Yiddish theatre for 


many years under her husband's 
management. 

A native of Romania, he came to 
the U. S. in 1886 and soon obtained 
employment as bookkeeper in a low- 
er east side, N. Y., theatre. There 
he met his wife, and together they 
began careers that were to establish 
her as an actress of repute and him 
as a manager-producer and theatre 
operator. 

Moscowitz is reputed to have es- 


tablished the first Jewish vaudeville 


24 YEARS PASSED AWAY 


DAVID POWELL 
GOODMAN 


Died Jan. 19, 1923 


A loving one from us has gone, 
A voice we loved is stilled; 

A place is vocont in our hearts 
Which never will be filled. 


Your son, Jack. 


JACK POWELL and FAMILY 





house in New York, the Eldorado, 
near Grand street, on the Bowery. 
He then went to Chicago to estab- 
lish similar house there, and upon 
his return to New York, managed, 
successively, the London, Miner’s 
and People’s theatres, all Bowery 
burlesque houses. 

He later presented Jewish and 
Italian opera in the Thalia theatre 
on the Bowery and also operated 
the Casino theatre, on the Bowery. 
He had been identified with numer- 
ous other theatrical ventures on the 
east side until his retirement 20 
years ago. His wife, although a 
reigning favorite of the Yiddish the- 
atres, had appeared in many Eng- 
lish-speaking productions. Her last 
Broadway appearance was in 1943 
when she appeared in the mother 
role with Paul Muni in the revival 
of “Counsellor-at-Law.” 


Surviving, besides widow, are two | 


sons and a daughter. 


HERMAN BING 


Herman Bing, 58, screen comic out 
of work for more than two years, 
shot and killed himself Jan. 9 at his 
home in Hollywood. Notes, addressed 
to his daughter, Mrs. Robert C. 
Young, complained of insomnia and 
added “I had to commit suicide.” 

Former opera singer and film pro- 
duction executive in Germany Bing 
moved to Hollywood in 1928 and be- 
came a featured comedian through 
his explosive dialect. Prominent 
among his pictures were “The 
Guardsman,” “Dinner at Eight,” “The 
Bowery,” “The Merry Widow,” “Rose 
Marie,” “The Great Ziegfeld,” “The 
Great Waltz” and “Sweethearts.” 
His last role was in “Where Do We 
Go From Here?” filmed in 1944. 

Surviving, in addition to his 


daughter, are two brothers and a 
sister. 


HENRY K. BURTON 


Henry K. Burton, 63, veteran of 40 
years in show business, died in In- 
dianapolis, Jan. 3. For many years 
he was general manager of the Cen- 
tral Amuse. Co., which operated the 
old Alhambra, Isis, Lyric and Apollo 
theatres in that city, as well as sum- 
mer vaudeville at English’s. He 
later was associated with his brother, 
Courtland D. Burton, in the Burton 
Theatrical Booking Office, conduct- 
ing the business alone since his 
brother's death two years ago. 

Burton started as reporter .and 


later city editor of the Terre Haute | tion of “Greenwich Village Follies.” 


a | 


theatre, when that WPA project oc- 
cupied Keith's. 

At the time of his death, Burton 
was writing a book on “My 40 Years 
in Show Business.” He had con- 
| tributed many feature articles on 
show business to the Sunday maga- 
zine of the Indianapolis Star. 


—_—_—_—— 


WILLARD J. BAYLEY 
Willard J. Bayley, vet legit actor 
; and stage director, died in New York 
| Jan. 6. 

During his long career in the the- 
atre, which started around the turn 
|of the century, he had toured the 
country in pop-priced legits. He 
managed, directed and acted in stock 
companies in St. Louis, Chicago, 
Boston, and many other cities. He 
also played in many of the Gilbert & 
| Sullivan operettas. 

Perhaps one of the most notable 
|factors in his career was the fact 
| that in the early 1900’s he was known 
|'throughout the country’ through 
which he trouped as the Actor- 
| Preacher. He had studied for the 
| ministry, but yielded to the call of 
the theatre hefore he was ordained 
| This became known, and many folks 
| still living in towns in the west and 
| south remember the dashing young 
actor who, after entertaining them 
all week in the theatre, would preach 
a sermon to them on Sunday. 

Survived by widow. 





CHARLES D. HAZELRIGG 
Charles D. Hazelrigg, 75, retired 
opera conductor, died Dec. 30 at 
Redondo Beach, Cal., following a 


ment since 1939 after 50 years in the 
biz. 

During his career he conducted 
106 operas and musical comedies 
and was the first American to direct 





“Cavalleria Rusticana.” At various 
times he was associated with the 
|American Light Opera Company, 


| the Andrews Opera Company, the 
| Boston Ideals, the Robin Hood Opera 
|Company and others. For two sea- 
| sons he functioned as musical direc- 
| tor for D. W. Griffith and Metro pic- 


| tures. His last active work was with 


| the Federal Music Project in Los 
Angeles. 
Surviving are his widow, Nellie 


| Andrews Hazelrigg, former prima 
| donna, and a son, Alan C. Hazelrigg 
| of Pasadena. 


RENEE FALCONETTI 


Renee Falconetti, French actress, 
'former star of the Comedie Fran- 


Avenue, Paris, died in Buenos Aires 


IN MEMORY OF A WONDERFUL 
HUSBAND AND FATHER 


FRANK RECKLESS 


DIED JANUARY 5, 1947 
God Was in Need of a Good Actor 
Sylvia and Dolly RECKLESS 


Dec. 12, after a brief illness. When 
| France was invaded by Nazis she 


to Brazil and then finally to Argen- 
tina, where she had lived since 1942. 

She began as a music hall singer at 
| Le Boeuf Sur le Toit in 1914. Her 
| first legit appearance at the Avenue 
|was in Racine’s “Phedre,”’ and it 
rocketed her to fame as a dramatic 
actress. She created the principal 
role in de Bouhelier’s “La Vie d'Une 
Feeme,” and in “Le Carnaval des 
Enfants.” In her few appearances 
|in Buenos Aires she carried her au- 
| diences, but it was impossible to or- 
ganize regular seasons due to dif- 
ficulties in rounding up supporting 
casts. 








PHILIP H. BARTHOLOMAE 

Philip H. Bartholomae, 67, retired 
playwright and one-time producer, 
died in Winnetka, Ill., Jan. 5. 

Playwright got his Broadway start 
|}in 1911 when his first play, “Over 
| Night,” was produced by William A. 
| Brady. He subsequently formed his 
| own producing company to stage an- 





lother of his plays, “Little Miss 
' Brown,” and the musical, “‘When 
Dreams Come True,” which 


starred Joseph Santley. He also au- 
'thored the libretto for the musical, 
| “Very Good Eddie,” and initial edi- 


stroke. He had been living in retire- | 


caise, and of her own theatre, The | 


escaped to Switzerland, from there | 


Peru for the past 24 years, had been 
a Paramount manager there for the 
last 15 years. In 1923 he had joined 
the firm of Mario Grene and Co., 
film distributors in Chile, which also 
handled the Paramount account. 
Later, in 1927, he had become asso- 
ciated with a theatre chain oper- 





ee 


/ating in Concepcion and Tomuco, in | 


Chile, which post he held unti] he 
joined Paramount in 1931. 

He is survived by his widow and 
four children. 


LEONARD ROBERTSON 

Leonard (Robbie) Robertson, 
press agent, died at his home 
Cleveland, “ec. 31, from a 
tack 

Robertson, native of Glasgow, 
Scotland, had charge of publicity for 
Al Sutphin’s Cleveland Arena and 
its theatrical attractions for past 
eight years. Previously he was dis- 
trict representative for Ford Motors 
in same area. 


55, 
in 


a 


Survived by widow, Mrs. Ellen 
Kingston Robertson, who will carry 
on his ad agency and work for 
Arena. 

WALTER GILBERT 

Walter Gilbert, 60, legit actor, 

died after a heart attack in Brook- 


lyn, N. Y., Jan. 12. 

He had appeared on 
with George M. Cohan 
and People,” “Scarlet Sister 
Mary,” “Lost Horizon,” “Skylark” 
and with Tallulah Bankhead in her 
revival of “Rain” a few years ago. 
| More recently he played under the 


Broadway 
in “Pigeons 


| management of George Abbott for | 


| two seasons in “Kiss and Tell” and 
| appeared in the same play in USO 
tours. 

Survived by a sister and brother. 


W. ELMER KEETON 

W. Elmer Keeton, 61, Negro musi- 
cian and composer, who wrote the 
scores of “Swing Mikado” and “Run 
Little Chillun,” died at his home in 
Oakland, Calif., Jan. 1. 

A native of Rolla, Mo., and a 
graduate of Northwestern Univer- 
sity, Keeton directed the Northern 
California Negro Chorus from 1932 
until 1940. From July, 1944, until his 
death he served as music directo 
for the Richmond Recreation De- 
partment. 








CONNIE SHELDON 

Connie Sheldon, 26, 
last appeared in the Olson & John- 
son show at the Town Casino, 
Buffalo, died of leukemia in New 
York, Jan. 10. 

Miss Sheldon was 
under contract to Warner Bros. 
/and had appeared in legit shows 
| including “Girl From Nantucket” and 
“Time, Place and Girl.” During the 
_ war, she toured with the USO-Camp 
Shows. 

Remains were sent to Hollywood 
for burial. 


at one time 


WALLACE EAMES 

Wallace Eames, vaude and nitery 
comedian, died in Jersey City Jan. 7. 

Earlier in his career he had been 
a singer, succeeding Jack Coleman 
as tenor with the Avon Comedy 
Four and later had appeared in acts 
with Smith & Dale, who had also 
been members of that comedy 
quartet. 

He retired from show business 
four years ago. 





ARTHUR WRIGHT 
Arthur Wright, 32, former singer 
/with Sammy Kaye’s orchesira, died 
iin New York Jan. 7. Death followed 


(Continued on page 54) 





MARRIAGES 


| Evelyn Bennett to Larry Sherman, 
| New York, Dec. 31. Bride was for- 
|merly in the musical, “Follow the 
Girls;” groom is legit actor, recently 
with “Maid in the Ozarks.” 


| Geraldine Carter to Reginald Cox, 

| Pittsburgh, Dec. 29. Bride’s a 
dancer. 

|. Mrs. Frances Spiegelberg to 


| Jascha Heifetz, Hollywood, Jan. 9. 
|Groom is concert violinist. 

| Sylvia Firestone to Harry Dell, 
|Los Angeles, Dec. 21. Bride is in 
|charge of clearance at Southern 
| Music. 

Dorothy Hild to Alex Konyat, Chi- 
cago, Jan. 3. Bride is producer at the 
| Edgewater Beach hotel, Chi.; groom 
animal act producer. 

Betsy Ross to Robert Hightower, 





Star. After coming to Indianapolis; He later went to Hollywood to en- | Lendon, Jan. 11. Bride is one of the 


he operated the Majestic Stock Co. 
at the Majestic theatre (now the 
Mutual) and the old Empire. He 
managed lecture tours for Will 
Rogers and James Whitcomb Riley 


|gage in screen writing but retired 
| Six years ago. 
OSVALDO URRUTIA 
Osvaldo Urrutia, Paramount In- 


| Ross Sisters, currently in “Piccadilly 
Hayride” at the Prince of Wales 


theatre, London; groom is a dancer. 
| Doris J. Blumberg to Stanley 
| Meyers, Van Nuys, Cal. Jan. 14. 


and concert dates for Paderewski,;ternational’s branch manager for Bride is daughter of Nate Blumberg, 


Rachmaninoff, Geraldine Farrar and 
other musical greats. For several 


| Peru, died Jan. 8 in Lima. 
Urrutia, a prominent figure in the 


| Universal prexy; groom is son of 
|Fred Meyers, labor relations exec 


years he was manager of the Federal | motion picture industry in Chile and | for ?0th-Fox. 


singer who} 


heart at- | 








Variety Bills 


WEEK OF JANUARY 15 


Nemerals t connection with bills seiow indicate opening day of show 
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whether full or eplit week 
Letters {9 parenthesis indicate circuit. (1) Independent: (L) Loew: 
(P) Paramount; (KR) KKO; (W) Warner 
SEW YORK CITY Regal (P) 17 | Moro & Yaconelli Hotel New Yorker 
Capite!l (Lb) 16 | Cab Calloway Orc | Francis & Grey Sammy Kaye Ore 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 3 Peters Sis {Arnaut Bros Marion Spelman 
| Virginia Austin Patters’n & Jacks'n | Chandra Kaly Ders |} June Arnold 
Jack Carter Miller Bros & Lols |} Craddocks Bissell & Farley 
Music Mall (1) 15 HARTFORD Chie Gladke Alice Farrar 
| Nonchalants State (1) 17-19 4 Esquires Bob Turk 
| Shyrettos Kathryn Grayson Wanger Line Hotel Vennsylvania 
| Rockettes } | Johnny Johnston Leon & Eddle’s Charlie Spivak Ore 
Corps de Ballet jan Murray Badie Davis Hotel Pierre 
— Ore 2h | oe se | Burke Twins l. & E Roberts 
aramoun P > he “ontaines . nklin Chas Reader Or 
Elliot Lawrence B HOLYOKE $k pep otal Pines” 
. Leblanca & Garcia ote Plaza 
Tim Herbert Valley Arena (1) 19) oo ry Britton Hildexarde 
— + ad : Tex per ke Or Art Waner Ore Hal Kanner Ore 
ea an Juan , ewe a us mte Ore 
Ghezzis | Leon Fie lds Monte Carle Hotel Roosevelt 
Roxy (1) 15 j (two to fill) Dick Gasparre © Guy Lombardo Ore 
Gracie Field INDIANAPOLIS | Roberta Hotel Taft 
The Debonairs | Cirele (1) 17 Sil \ Bnoch Finke Ore 
Beatri« Seckler i} Alvino R Or« -~ — - 
arthur “Ria ke ; j Ruth eats Oid Romupsian Waldorf-Astoria 
State (L) 16 1 Hal LeRoy Van avie lips Morton Downey 
The Jansleys Pansy the Horse j abe Banks peering 7 ~ ie 
Blair & Dear KANSAS CITY | Nina Dover en ee 
Leonard Sues Tower (1) 12 } Alice King asin A 7 somnan Sve 
Walton & O'Rourke | Marshall Bros | Robby Farrell “R no . ws 
Thelma Carpenter | Judy Kells Joe t.a Porte Ore ogers ~non aed 
Martin & Lewis | (two to fill) Rogers Corner Bananas’ Ore 
Strand (W) 16 | MIAMI | Kernels of Corn Yo 
| Vaughn Monroe Or Olympia (FP) 15 Hal Aloma . ! Morgan 
Johnny Mack Kay & Kay |}Gay Blades Mattie Sondi 
| BRONX Wally Dean | Don Baker Steve Ric hards 
| Windsor (7) 18-19 | Colstons | son De Vod Ore foni Palmer 
Tip Tap & Toe Bob Hopkins {Sieto Trio Henry LaMarr 
Faye & Andre i Lanny Ross Embassy Reban Bleo 
Lee Noble NEWARK Larry Marvins Marais & Miranda 
Burton & Janet Adams (1) 16 Judie Manners Muriel Gaines 
Jack Curtis | Stan Kenton Ore | Ralph Font Ore Gloria King 
BROOKLYN } Steve Evans Arthur Kavel Ore Cedric Wallace 8 
Platbush (2) 18-19 | Meribe fhe 400 Crub Leonard Elliett 
fohnny Duggan | NEW BEDFORD | rex Beneke Ore | 4 Notes 
Herbie Fave Ce | Baliss Sq (2) 18-19 G'wieh V illage inn | Versailles 
Four Morrocans | Will Mahone Jt IN TG Revue |} Jean Sablon 
Ethel Lynn M: Mangini } Hy |} Emil Petti Ore 
lL. & I. Bernard The Ciros + hy vn diate | Panchite Or¢ 
QUEENS Tanner & Swift ied Hare Village Vanguard 
| om “ ed Ha » Ore & K 
| Jamaica (1) 15-18 | The Graysons | nee Ma a Maxine Sullivan 
Four Lavernes | OMAHA | Ps s : Josephine Premice 
Wally Kibbler Orpheum (PP) 17 | gpa Reyes Don Frye 
| Merey & Eaton Maj Howes Grads Gloria Lebran Eddie Gibbs 
The Carnivales PATERSON Margaret. Phelan Wivel 
Pryde & Dave Majestic (1) 16-19 | Carmen Sol 
; Catalino Ore Bob Lee 
j 15-16 Lesselli Mariones's + Waents & Gertrude Hilé 
| Ferdinand the Bull | Sally Masalle Comes Vere Ste Tle Aiea 
| Bob & Diane Sr Cortez & Paul j Belmont- Plaza sae heed 
| Arthur Donnelly Co | Apus & Estrilita | Blair & Dean Francisco 
| Ge : T a Frakson Bruce Norman 
| George Jones The Ridolas ~ : 
| AKRON 20-22 Bob. Russell Vivian Nickolson : 
Palace (1) 16-19 Don Francisco Co | Eddie Stone Ore D Rivero & Belm te 
Connee Boswell Minda Lang | Nino Bd Zimmerman’s 
Freddie Slack Ore | Olson & Joy | Hotel Commodore. |Gene Kardos 
} Fred Bartholomew Rruce Howard | Johnny Long Ore Jancz! Makula 
| Barr & Este The Lavernes | Hotel Dixte Zsiga Beia 
| Don Bestor Ore Paul Arnold 
Kav Hammond Sinclair & Alda 
}}.ou Seiler Helen Wenzel 








LOKW's 


Direction: EDDIE 


2 ON BROADWAY 


Walton and O’Rourke 
LES GHEZZIS 


PAKAMOUNT 


1501 Broadway, 


STATE 


SMITH AGENCY 
New York 














BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 
3 Madcaps 

Candy 
Pat 


14 


Stevens 
Ifenning 
Royal (1) 16 
Duke Ellington Orc 
Fred Douglas 
Howell & Bowser 
State (I) 16-18 














Don Francisco C 
Minda Lane 
Dusty Brooks 
Clem Bellings Co 
19-22 
Charles Duo 
J Greene & BRe-Be 
Tom & Tess Carr 
Maurice & Nadia 
BOSTON 
Boston (R) 16 
Andrew Sis 
Mack & Desniond 
Les Pau) 3 
Bob Evans 
BOUND BROOK 
Brook (1) 18-19 
Moreland & Fetchit 
Bob & Diane 
Whitaker Bros 
Lee Creager 
Marilyn Rogers 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 17-19 
Rene & Calvert 
Ginny Lowery 
Ducat & Kaye 
Bruce Howard 
4 Macks 
CHICAGO 


0 





PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 16 
Lane & (Claire 
Paul Nolan Co 
Grace Drysdale 
Stuart & Barry 
Earle (W) 17 
Carroll Vanities 
READING 
Rajah 17-18 
Bob Chester Ore 
Jack Leonard 
Dudley's Midgets 
Jordan & Parvis 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 17 
Sharkey the Seal 
Jessie Rosella 
P Franks & Janice 
Herbie Lynn 
Skating Jordans 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (R) 14 
Herb Shriner 
Merry Macs 
Helene & Howard 
8S & S Phelps 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq (1) 16-19 
Skating Earls 
D Richardson Co 
Paul Gray 
A & Connie Fanton 
Tommy Haiulon Jr 
The Jacksons 


TICA 
Stauley (W) 21-23 
L Hampton Ore 
Red & Curley 
The Chocolateers 











Chieago (FP) 17 WASHINGTON 
Burl Ives Capitol (L) 16 
Whaling & Yvette Boy Foy 
Larry Storch Deane Carroll 
Lorraine Rognan Cardini 
Pat MecCaffrie Smith & Dale 

Oriental (1) 16 WOONSOCKET 
Milt Herth § New Park (1) 19 
The Wiles The Kemmys 
Lowery & Rae Frances Urban 
Terry & Ralph Rio| Larry Daniels 
Remus & Toy Boys’ The Vikings 

NEW YORK CITY 

Aquarium Copacabana 
Gene Krupa Sid Caesar 

Blue Angel Bill Shirley — 
John Buckmaster Raye & Naldi 
Vicente Gomez Gale Robbins 
Joan Nickol Steen & Tasher 
Stuart Ross Michael Durso Ore 


Ellis Larkin 8 
Golden Gate 4 
Cafe Soctety 
(Downtown) 
Timmie Rogers 
Phil Leeds 
Susan Reed 
Cliff Jackson 
I C Heard Ore 
Cafe Soclety 
(Uptown) 
Jules Munshin 
Dorothy Varnac 
Susan Reed 
Roberta Lee 
Dave Martin 8 
Edmund Hall 
Carnival 
Olsen & Johnson 
Beatrice Kay 
Salici Puppets 
Cc & T Valdez 
Blackburn Twine 
Michael Edwards 
McManus Orc 
Reld Ore 
China Doll 
George Wong Tr 
Frances Chun 
Tal Sings 





Ming Ling 


Jose Curbello Ore 


Fernando Alverez O 

Diamond Horseshoe 

Siri 

Herman Hyde 

Turner Twins 

Rosebuds 

Jackie Gleason 

Billy Banks 

Hal Hunter 

Tables Davis 

Renald & Rudy 

Jack Mathers 

Noble Sissie Ore 

Syd Strange Ore 
El Chico 

P.osita Rios 

Miguel & Albaicin 

Chelo Villareal 


Ieeland 

Ice Revue 

P Whiteman Jr O; 
La Conga 


Irma Henriques 
Machito Ore 
Pupi Campo Ore 
La Martinique 
Robert De Sisle 
Al Bernie 
Ronny & Rey 
Ernie Stuart Ore 
Latin Quarter 
Myron Cohn 





|} Dean & Ray Olea Orlova 
| 


| CHICAGO 


Blackhawk H Edgewater Be’ch 


|} Russ Carlyle Ore Henry Branden O 
Geneve Dorn Morgan D'cers 
Woo Woo Stevene a ee 

’ Jac Milton 
a Chez Paree Song Stylists 
Tony Martin Los He mandos 3 
Pearl Bailey Ben Reri 
Jack ole Lathrop & Lee 
June Edwards 


Hotel Sherman 


Gay Claridge Ore 
ay aridg Thornhill O 


Lucio Garcia Ore Claude 


Colosimo’s Carl Marx' 
Vivian Francis Hotel Stevens 
Sherman Girl Clyde MeCoy Ore 
Phyliss Gale Dennis Kelly 
Tito & Coral Billie Jane Denngett 
Garon & Bennett Wesley Lundgreen 
Rohmer & Darrow | Boulevar-Dears 
Sol Feola Orc F Latin Quarter 

(Copacabana Ted Lewis ; 
| Frank Parker Geraldine Du Bois 
Frank Libuse Paul White 
Chuy Reyes Ore Elroy Peace 
Arne Barnett Ore Corwin Sis 
Cerney Twins Sel Kiein Ore 
Wells & Fayes Mack Triplets 

. ’ 

Jimmie Burrell Valmer House 


Griff Williams Ore 


Marianne 3 
- Dorothy Shay 


Hotel Bismarck 


Joseph Sudy Ore 4 ~ a; Foret 

la Tw cromaniacs 
v jae cutee Abbott D’ncers (12) 
Lenore Rio Cabana 
Annette Olsen Jerry Lester 
Montero & Yvonne | Berry Bros. 
Eddie Fens Ore Terry Lawlor 


Don Bradfield 
The Lovelies (10) 
Cee Davidson re 

Vine Gardens 
Al Zimmy 


Hotel Blackstone 

Hartmans 

Ramos Orch 
Hotel Congress 

Harding & Moss 





Margie Fields Jan Busche 
Hotel Continental pn etl 
Za Bach's Orc ohns 
Marianne Fedele Joe Kish Ore 


Mel Cole Ore 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Colin Miller, daugh- 

ter, Hollywood, Jan. 11. Father is 
lassistant to Charles Einfeld at Enter- 
| prise. 
Mr. and Mrs. Tex Ritter, son, Van 
Nuys, Cal, Jan. 9. Father is a 
western film actor; mother is the 
former Dorothy Fay Southworth of 
the screen. 

Mr. and Mrs. Boris Vermont, son, 
in New York, Jan. 7. Father is 
a shorts supervisor for Movietone 
News: mother is a former editor of 
Look Magazine. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
daughter, ‘Santa Monica, 
Father is a film director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Petterson, 
daughter, Los Angeles, Jan. 3. 
| Father is a film cartoonist; mother is 
lthe former June Walker of Walt 
Disney’s. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pedro Armendariz, 
son, Mexico City, Jan. 7. Father is 
a film actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward McCarthy, 
| daughter, Harrisburg, Pa., Jan. 6. 
Father is Red McCarthy, orch leader. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Harris, 
daughter, Brooklyn, N. Y., Jan. 7. 
Mother is daughter of Ben Blue, 
vaude and nitery comedian. 

Mr. and Mrs. Saul Heller, son, 
Cleveland, Jan. 1. Father is concert 
booker and head of Tyson Ticket 
Agency in that city. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Russel Crouse, son, 
New York, Jan. 10. Father is play- 
wright-producer. 


Sheldon Reed 








Lamont, 
Jan. 4. 
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et Future Dark, 


Unless Talent 


Is Merged, Warns Impresario Hurok 





By S. HUROK ¢ 


The public for ballet is limited. 
So are the talent, repertoire and 
profits, Although I have been pro- 
moting ballet in this country for 
more than 20 years, and more people 
are attending performances today 
than ever before, the future of ballet 
is doomed unless there is an amal- 
gamation of all available talent into 
one—or possibly two—companies. 

If this sounds paradoxical or pessi- | 
mistic, it is the only logical conclu- 
sion which the facts support. Ballet, 
we must admit, is not an essential | 
commodity. The public can live 


without it. If there is a recession, 
it will probably be the first form of 
entertainment which will be hit 
strong body blows at the boxoffice. 


Unless ballet is properly presented 
with a large repertoire of spectac- 
ular productions, strong corps de| 
ballet, and big name stars in theatres | 
where it is possible to gain the iliu- 
sion and perspective necessary for 
its enjoyment, the public will start 
staying away in droves. Let’s face 
it. Ballet, to succeed, must be 
glamorized. There are too many 
smaller companies which cannot 
present ballet in its proper focus. 
They are draining the limited pool 
of first-rate talent. 


The profit margin for ballet, like 
the public and talent, is small. In 
fact, it is practically non-existent. 
It is no secret that in the first 
season of the current ballet re- 
naissance which started when I pre- 
sented the Original Ballet Russe at 
the St. James Theatre in 1933, I lost 
$85,000. Since the ballet has been 
nursed until a year ago, it was pos- 
sible to make money in New York. 
Tours are still not a paying proposi- 
tion, even if there are solid capacity 
houses from one end of the country 
to another. 


Fed Less—and Better 


To retain today’s healthy ballet 
appetite, the public must be fed less 
—and better. Too many companies 
are trying new formulas, which 
have never succeeded. Some are 
basing their appeal on ensemble 
work with no star names. While a 
strong corps de ballet is the found- 
ation of any first-rate company a 
dance unit cannot succeed wihout 
stars. This has been proven even in 
“Russia, which for the last 75 years 
has been considered the mother of 
the ballet. Whether it is Leningrad 
or Moscow, Paris or London, stars 
pack the houses; not ensemble work. 


The Sadler Wells Company in 
London tried to build their appeal 
on a strong corps de ballet. They 
had to revert to names. 


In the United States, the star sys- 
tem is even more important. Audi- 
ences are nurtured on big names 
in every entertainment field. 
Whether it is the opera, concerts, 
films, the theatre or radio, people 
go for names and glamor. The 
movies especially have brought 
audiences up to demand stars. 
There is no indication that ballet 
audiences are any different. 


A major company must also have 
a great repertoire. With production 
rights generally in a confusing pat- 
tern of lawsuits, it is almost impos- 
sible for all the companies appearing 
today to have a representative re- 
pertoire. And experience has shown 
that the catalog must be heavily 
built on the classics. While new 


4-A One Big Union Plan 
No Nearer to Fruition 
Despite Equity Interest 


At the recent Equity membership 
meeting the council was asked about 
the status of the long-talked of plan 
for one big union, the planned cen- 
tralization of the various talent 
unions. A fuller report on the sub- 
ject was promised for the next 
quarterly meeting but there are no 
indications that the idea is any closer 
to consummation than when first 
proposed and so long as each group 
insists upon retaining its identities, 
no combination is believed possible. 

Committees of Equity, Screen 
Actors Guild, American Federation 
of Radio Artists and other unions, 
have labored over the plan for more 
than six years. A survey of the 
earnings, dues and other financial 
angles of all the Assn. of Actors and 
Artistes of America (Four A’s) 
affiliates was made by experts but 
the right or acceptable answer was 
not forthcoming. The financial phase 
of the problem may be worked out 
but the real hurdles are the dif- 
ference in working conditions that 
exist on the stage and those which 
apply to radio, films and night clubs. 

The only uniformity among the 
talent groups appears to be that of 
initiation fees, each of the unions 
having set the sum of $100 for 
applicants. That fee has been in 
effect in legit for some years, most 
of the others having had a fee of 
$50 but Equity’s $18 annual dues are 
the lowest of all. Most other talent 
unions have dues of $30 but mem- 
bers of the screen and radio affiliates 
may pay as much as $100, according 
to their earnings, dues being on a 
percentage basis plus the minimum. 

Doubtful whether Eqiityites would 
agree to tilting their dues and under 
a one-card setup uniform dues would 
apparently be mandatory. Not a few 
legit actors are not active in the 
other fields and would object to in- 
creasing the dues, although a con- 
templated boost of minimum salaries 
might cause them to revise their 
views. Interchangeability between 
the talent unions appears to be sat- 
isfactory to most actors but a per- 
centage of Equity members seem 
to want one card permitting..them 
to appear in all entertainment fields, 
without being required to apply to 
each other union if and when nec- 
essary. 


O’DANIEL TO MANAGE 





Barry O’Daniel has been appointed 
managing director of the Detroit 
Civic Light Opera Co., succeeding 
Max Koenigsberg, formerly of St. 
Louis, who is ill. Season will 
open in February as _ heretofore, 
at the Masonic Temple, it being 
the fourth year for the outfit. 
O’Daniel was formerly connected 
with the Shuberts on the directional 
end of operetta revivals and last 
| summer he was active with similar 
activities at the Greek theatre, Grif- 
fith Park, Los Angeles. 

Joe Flynn is the press agent, a 
post held for several seasons by 
Freddie Schader. 





Operetta in Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 14. 
Continuation of Civic Light Opera 
Co. here was assured last week when 





works must not be neglected, unless 
they receive spectacular perform- 
ances, the majority do not remain on 
the active list for long.” 


Kaufmann’s Department Stores an- 
/ nounced a second straight outright 
gift of $50,000 for the 1947 outdoor 
| season. Similar donation a year ago 


The inevitable conclusion is that | permitted the beginning of the enter- 


a merger is imperative. | 
ments with a sincere interest in bal- | 
let today, whether it be artistic or | 
financial, must work toward such a 
goal. I feel confident that the 
majority of people interested in bal- 
let see the need for such a com- 
pany, which, bolstered by additional 
imported talent, will provide the | 
public with the finest ballet per- 
formances available. Unless such 
steps are taken in the very near 
future ballet will enter the same 
period of darkness which followed 
the era of Pavlova, Diaghilev, Dun- 
can and Novikoff. ‘It took more 
than two decades to get the house 
lights burning again and rebuild 
audience interest. The lights can 
burn brighter than ever for an in- 
definite time, however, if we mould 
the current potpourri into an in- 
tegrated dancing unit. 





All ele- | prise, which showed a loss of $44,000 


although flock of fixed items, such as 
the big stage, lights and sound equip- 
ment, were written off immediately 
and will not recur. These are valued 
at more than $31,000. 

At same time, Edgar J. Kaufmann, 
head of Kaufmann’s, was elected 
president of opera company, replac- 
ing H. Edgar Lewis, who served dur- 
ing the opening season. 


Skulnik’s Second 


Menasha Skulnik preems his sec- 
ond production this year on Friday 
(17) at the Second Avenue theatre, 
N. Y. Musical, “Leave It to Me,” 
will have in supporting roles Leon 
Liebgold, Lily Lilliana, Yetta Zwerl- 
ing, Max Rosenblatt, Jacob Susanoff 
and Anna Teitelbaum. 

Chorus is under direction of Lil- 





lian Shapero. 


Boston Critic, Getting 
Citation, Sees Sanity 
Increasing in Theatre 


Boston, Jan. 14. 

Elliott Norton, drama ed and critic 
of the Boston Post, was awarded a 
Citation of Merit by the Boston Col- 
lege Institute of Adult Education 
last week on basis of “high ideals of 
Christian humanism” in his aisle 
job. 
Norton, Harvard °26, has been 
first-nighting for the Post since 1934, 


of interviews and biogs of legit stars 
in addition to his reviews. Accept- 
ing the citation, Norton said there 
are good signs of increased sanity 
in the theatre. “Of the 20 successful 
plays on Broadway currently there 
lare only two that seem to me im- 
|moral.” In the ’20’s the proportion 
was much higher, he said. 


Wolt Troupe 


May Play Bard 
Works on B way 


Montreal, Jan. 14. 

Donald Wolfit, British thesp here for 
a 10-day run with his Shakespearean 
repertory group, told Variety Friday 
(10) that negotiations are now going 
on with “three parties” in New York 
and there’s a fairly good chance that 
Broadwayites will see the company. 
He wouldn’t say who the “three par- 
ties” were. 

Before he accepts any N. Y. offers, 
Wolfit said, a number of things will 
have to be cleared up, among the 
chief things being the: pushing back 
of his March opening of the London 
season. Thesp said the only way he'll 
play in N. Y. is on a flat guarantee 
basis. Percentage deals are out of 
the question, he said, and he’s just 
waiting for the New Yorkers who’ve 
Pmade offers to come around to his 
figure. 

Another point made clear by Wol- 
fit is that he’ll only come down if 
he’s allowed to do the complete rep- 
ertory seen here, which inculdes 
“Merchant of Venice,” “Hamlet,” “As 
You Like It,” “King Lear,” and Ben 
Jonson’s “Volpone.” He'll refuse to 
do a straight run of any one play, 
claiming that “Lear,” for example, 
would be too hard on him. 

Meanwhile, the company has been 
playing to SRO houses in Montreal, 
but the take will not be as big as it 
could be since many of the matinee 
payees are made up of school chil- 
dren, who come in for lower prices. 
Moppet sales have been so big that 
Wolfit cancelled tomorrow's (Wednes- 











DETROIT CIVIC OPERA) 222’) showing of “Volpone” and has 


replaced it with a repeat showing of 
“Merchant.” 


‘DREAM GIRL’ FOLDS ON 
ROAD AFTER 4 WEEKS 


Recently re-formed road show of 
“Dream Girl” will close in Baltimore 
Saturday (18) after being out four 
weeks. Cast is a combination of 
players who were in the Broadway 
and Chicago units, with June Havoc 
in the leading part. Combined com- 
pany is in its fourth week, three 
weeks having been played in Phila. 
where business was rather disap- 
pointing except for New Year’s week 
when takings approximated $16,000. 
Show being expensive to operate, it 
about broke even at that level. 

“Girl” was a hit on Broadway last 
season until illness forced Betty 
Field out-of the show. Haila Stod- 
dard subbed for a time and Miss 
Havoc replaced. Elmer Rice comedy 
drama was profitable in New York 
while the Chicago engagement was 
an even break. 

Including the picture rights “Girl” 
was a big winner for the Play- 
wrights’ Co. which produced it and 
Paramount which had an interest. 
Par made a pre-production deal for 
the rights which called for a down- 
payment of $100,000 plus 15% of 
the gross during the Broadway run 
and 10% on the road, total from 
the film end being estimated at more 
than $240,000. 


‘Stairs’ to Preem in Pasa 


Pasadena, Jan. 14. 

World premiere of Tennessee Wil- 
liams’ new legit play, “Stairs to the 
Roof,” will be staged at the Pasa- 
dena Community Playhouse, Feb. 
19-March 2. 
Gilmor Brown and Rita Glover are 
co-directors. 














and is currently doing a daily series | 


a 
® e 
Inside Stuff—Legit 

Not that show needed it, being a complete sellout at Nixon anyway, but 
“Oklahoma!” got a lot of extra space here in the newspapers last week 
when news came out that marriage last summer of Mary Hatcher and 
James Alexander, who were then playing opposite each other in the na- 
tional touring company, had been annuled, Father of Miss Hatcher, who 
left show to do femme lead in Par’s “Variety Girl” and is now Laurey of 
parent company in New York, pressed the action and then wrote Alexander 

a letter asking him to defray $500 expenses of the action, 


Interviewed by local reporters, Alexander said he and Miss Hatcher 
planned to be remarried in June, when she reaches age of 18. Annulment 
was granted on grounds that she was under age, only 17, and didn’t have 
consent of parents when marriage took place in Seattle several months ago 
while “Oklahoma!” was there for an engagement. 





In the program of the City Center, where “Bloomer Girl” is the current 
attraction, Bernard Sobel contributes an article glorifying theatrical press. 
agents who have “helped keep the theatre alive . .. also amused and in. 
structed the public with fact, fancy and imagination.” Sobel claims the 
publicity boys were dependent upon the “temperament of editors and the 
vagaries of managers,” until the Assn. of Theatrical Agents and Managers 
(union) “saw to it that they got a living wage and due respect.” He 
admitted that the craft boosts many a bad play but “heartbreak and 
ridicule never stop a p.a. His eccentricities in manner, dress and esca- 
pade are essential to his task.” 
started at $165 weekly, which was tilted by one-third, but top men earn 
that much dnd more ordinarily. 





Now that Oscar Homolka, who was supposed to have been originally 
set for the lead, has bowed out, efforts are being made to secure Paul Lukas 
for “The Whole World Over,” the Russian play by Konstantin Simonovy, 
adapted by actress Thelma Schnee: Paul F. Moss, former screen writer 
and one-time manager of middleweight champ Billy Soose, and Miss 
Schnee’s husband, who will co-produce “World” with Walter Fried, flew 
to Palm Springs over weekend to talk to Lukas. Play, incidentally, will 
be Moss’ debut as a Broadway producer. 


Others standing by waiting for a lead to be signed so rehearsals can 
begin are Uta Hagen and Joseph Buloff. 





Home at Port Jervis, N. Y., owned by Lino Manzoni, an Italian actor 
who played opposite Margaret Perry in “Strictly Dishonorable” on the 
road, burned to the ground on New Year’s eve while he was visiting in the 
neighborhood. Manzoni bought the property about four years ago, it being 
an old house which he was modernizing ever since taking title. Ironic 
angle is that he intended taking out fire insurance the day after the holiday 
so that the blaze was a complete loss. 


Tullio Carminati, who played the male lead in the N. Y. company of 
“Dishonorable,” was reported appearing on the stage in Rome recently, 


Early in the war he was deported to Italy after declaring allegiance to 
Mussolini. 





Although “The Big Two” opened doubtfully on Broadway last week, 
Robert Montgomery and Elliott Nugent, who produced it, are virtually 
assured of making money with the play in light of a pre-production deal 
for the picture rights with Columbia. Understood the deal calls for a 
down payment of $100,000, plus a weekly sum, dependent upon the length 
of time “Two” plays, the maximum amount for the rights being $250,000. 
Stipulated that Montgomery will enact the male lead in the picture ver- 
sion for Col. Reported that the show came in With the production earned 
back through operating profits out of town. It’s the second managerial 
venture of Montgomery and Nugent. They were associated with John 
Golden in producing “A Place of Our Own,” a short stayer, in 1945, 





Story in a N. Y. tabloid last week about Jimmy Stroock, of Brooks Cos- 
tume Co., his wife Bianca and their daughters, Gloria and Geraldine, who 
are under contract in Hollywood, was intended as laudatory, as all four 
are dging well in their respective vocations. Reaction among the Stroocks 


ee rather mixed because the yarn indicated the family is well up in the 
chips, 


Jimmy said that as a result four guys tried to make a touch and nine 
play scripts were submitted to him, as the story mentioned that he occa- 
sionally took pieces of Broadway productions. 





Jean Meegan has been appointed to a drama beat at Associated Press in 
N. Y. to service out-of-town newspapers with a weekly Saturday p.m. 
column, She succeeds Willa Martin, who left to freelance. Miss Meegan 
will continue her radio features for AP. Jack O’Brian continues to cover 
first nights for AP’s service to morning and afternoon papers. O'Brian 
also has a six-a-week general Broadway column which goes to p.m.’s, @ 
Sunday Broadway strip for morning papers and a Sunday drama roundup. 





When Eugene O'Neill's “The Iceman Cometh” opened with a 5:30 after- 
noon curtain and a dinner intermission, later discarded and a starting 
time established at 7:30, the matter of other early curtains was recalled. 
The late afternoon and dinner interlude applied to “Mourning Becomes 
Electra” and-“Strange Interlude,” both alsb written by O'Neill. A similar 
performance schedule applied when Maurice Evans appeared in the full 
length “Hamlet,” a performance that required four-and-a-half hours. 





Owen Davis, Sr., veteran playwright, recently went to an eye specialist 
because his vision had become somewhat blurred. Doctor asked the 
dramatist how much he had written, Davis approximating that his several 
hundred plays represented 14,000,000 words. When the specialist remarked 
it wasn’t strange that his eyesight became defective, the writer replied he 
didn’t expect to write anywhere near that number of words from now on. 


1946 LEGIT BIZ IN HUB 
15% BETTER THAN ’45 


Boston, Jan. 14. 





Bobby Howes’ Illness 
To Close London ‘Boys’ 


London, Jan. 7. 
“Here Come the Boys,” the Lee 
Ephraim-Bernard Delfont musical, 


This season the minimum pay for p.a.’s - 





at the Saville, closes in two weeks. 
Closure is due primarily to Bobby 
Howes, who is co-starring with Jack 
Hulbert, being in hospital with pneu- 
monia, 

Show replacing it is stage version 
of “Wizard of Oz,” which opened as 
Christmas attraction, playing mati- 
nees at Winter Garden, and has 
proved real money draw. 





Shore Gets Legit 
Atlantic City, Jan. 14. 
Legit comes back to the shore 
Thursday (16) as Haddon Hall man- 
agement offers the George Spelvin 
Players in John Van Druten’s “Old 
Acquaintance” for three nights as its 
first of a series of eight plays. 
Hotel business hasn’t been so good 
the past few weeks, and localites are 
complaining. 





It has been a boff year in the 
Hub with legit grosses running & 


distinct 15% above 1945 due to 
strong attractions and solid book- 
ings. The town’s six legit houses, 
five of them Shubert-owned, have 
had few dark weeks, all of them but 
the Copley being in constant use. 


Opera House has had an especially 
big season with mammoth takes on 
“Song of Norway,” Ballet Russe, 
“Student Prince” and “Blossom 
Time.” Shubert theatre has had 
“Call Me Mister” six weeks, never 
going below $34,000 and _ hitting 
above $38,000 New Year's week. 
“Born Yesterday” had 15 weeks at 
the Wilbur averaging $15,000 & 
week. The Colonial, likewise, was 
well above last year’s average. Ex- 
cept for Christmas week slump, le- 
git houses have been cleaning up- 
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VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 51 





~ NY. Drama Critics Boxscore 


(As of Jan. 1, 1947) 
Key to abbreviations: SR (shows reviewed), R (right), W (wrong), 


O (ne opinion), Pct. (percentage). 


SR. R. Ww. oO. Pet. 
WARD MOREHOUSE) (Sun)............ 30 26 ae 867 
LOUIS KRONENBERGER (PM) ........ 41 33 8 os 805 
ROBERT COLEMAN (Mirror) .......... 40 32 7 1 .800 
BROOKS ATKINSON (Times) .......... 34 25 De -735 
ROBERT GARLAND (Journal-American) 41 29 11 1 .707 
JOHN CHAPMAN (News) ............. ae 26 3: «a? 2 
RICHARD W a 28 19 wos .679 
HOWARD BARNES (Herald Tribune)... 38 25 13 re .658 
WILLIAM HAWKINS (World-Telegram) 41 26 10 5 634 


Variety (Combined) ........ 


43 35 8 .. 815 














Morehouse, Kronenberger, Coleman 


1-2-3 at Halfway Turn in Critics Derby 


Ward Morehouse, reviewer for the * 


Sun. is distinctly out in front of 
the New York critics for the first half 
of the 1946-47 season, according to 
VarieTy’s scoring of the indicated 
boxoffice success or failure of shows 
presented from June 1, °46, until 
Jan. 1, ’°47. Revivals are included in 
tl.e score for the first time because 
those attractions have become an 
integral factor in theatre patronage 
rather than being just shows pre- 
sented for limited periods. 

There have been more first nights 
this season than during the similar 
period fox 1945-46, and curiously, 
the N. Y. critics have made more 
wrong predictions than heretofore, 
despite the fact that two first-string- 
ers—Brooks Atkinson, of the Times, 
and Richard Watts, Jr., of the Post 
—have rejoined the  aisle-sitters. 
Their duties overseas relevant to 
the wer don’t appear to have sharp- 
ened their perceptiveness but most 
of the others were fooled approxi- 
mately twice as often by the sea- 
product as heretofore. That 
takes in VarieTy’s reviewers, too. 

Scoring was very close for the 
runner-up post, Louis Kronenberger 


son's 


of PM nosing out Robert Coleman | 
of the Mirror, with Atkinson, who | 





‘Annie, ‘Born’ To Get 
Down Under Production; 
Aussies Shop Materials 


Australian rights to “Annie Get 
Your Gun” and “Born Yesterday” 
have been purchased by J. C. Wil- 





| liamson Theatres, with E. J. Tait, one | 


} 
| of firm’s directors now in N.Y., sign- 


| ing final papers this weekend. Both 
|shows will be staged in Melbourne 
jin May, with mixed Aussie-U‘S. 
leads. Casts have already been 
chosen. 


Aussie chain has also bought the 
[entire production—gowns, sets, flats, 
|etc.—of the recently-closed Broad- 
| way musical, “Park Avenue,” for 
| $10,000. Production only was 
| bought, as play could not be done 
|in Australia because of its basic di- 
vorce theme, latter being unaccept- 
able to Aussie audiences 

Because of the terrific shortage of 
|materials in Australia, illiamson 
|has been buying gowns and drapes 
of various shows during the war 
| years, such as “Firebrand of Flor- 


previously was a top man, secure in | ence.” “Duchess of Malfi,” “Roberta” 


fourth place, which standing he will 
probably improve on before the end 
of the season. Percentages of the 
next two reviewers are very close 
but thereafter the figures decline 
markedly. 

At the bottom is William Hawkins, 
new critic for the World-Telegram, 
mostly because he couldn’t make up 
his mind about five shows and was 
marked down as giving that many 
“no opinions.” Only two other re- 
viewers appeared to have declined 
the issue, but only in one instance 
each. 

A Poser 


The American R»pertory Theatre, 
which produced four revivals so far, 
presented a poser for the score- 
keeper, who decided that ART’s at- 
tractions should be counted as one 
unit and a reviewer’s judgment be 
lumped as one. To date the rep out- 
fit is in the red. Only one of its 
shows appears to have boxoffice 
strength, that being “Androcles and 
the Lion,” recently added to the 
bills. That ART concedes this to be 
coffect was indicated by its pre- 
senting Bernard Shaw's comedy four 
times last week, the other four per- 
formances being spread among the 
three other shows. 

Only the nine critics on the Man- 
hattan dailies are listed in the box- 
office score. There have been three 
changes in the personnel of review- 
ers, Atkinson having displaced Lewis 
N'chols, who in the midseason of 
‘45-46 was the leader, while Watts 
replaced Vernon Rice (who took 
over for the late Wilella Waldorf) 
on the Post and Hawkins stepped 


in for the Telly when Burton Rascoe | 


bowed out. At the halfway mark last 
season Morehouse was running fifth 
so his current leadership is rather a 
pole-vault in comparison. 





Philly Goes After Pelts 


Of Its Ticket Scalpers Bitmore 


the holidays, are returning | 


Philadelphia, Jan. 14. 

Ticket scalpers are going to find 
their lot not so happy in the future 
following action by Philadelphia 
city council, when an ordinance was 
presented which requires registra- 
tion of all ticket agents. Failure to 
r:’ ster will bring fines and impris- 
c ent. 


. . : ’ 
Council action was result of vigor- 


ous campaign against scalpers by the 
Philadelphia Inquirer. Philadelphia 
Reeord also took up crusade. 

“>e ordinance applies to scalpers 


Seiling tickets for sports events as | 


well as theatres. 


(Coast production), 
| Tait and Miss Dorothy Stewart, 
| Williamson’s N.Y. rep, will sail for 


|London Feb. 5 on the Queen Eliza- 


| beth for a five-week business trip | 
| son. The show has been guaranteed | 
| against loss by Melvin Park, lessee of | 


| connected with shows for 
Under, 


Mistress Lays Off 
For Lunt Surgery 


Alfred Lunt was operated on for 
the removal of a kidney stone at 
St. Luke’s hospital, N. Y., Saturday 
(11), on which date “O Mistress 
Mine,” in which he has been co- 


starring with Lynn Fontanne, sus- 
|pended at the Empire. It had been 
announced that the show would 
|}suspend and Lunt intended to rest 
| for a month but a specialist advised 


Down 





| 
} 





‘immediate surgery to alleviate a | Gertrude Lawrence and Dennis King. 


| painful but not serious condition. 
“Mistress,” one of last season’s 


standouts, was aimed for a capacity | 


|gross before the Saturday perform- 
lances were cancelled. The advance 
;sale bettered $57,000 and the box- 
'office is remaining open for refunds 
|}and exchanges, show being dated to 
i relight Feb. 10, 

Ruth Draper started solo appear- 
'ances at the Empire Sunday (12) 
‘and will continue appearances on 


|the Sabbath, plus three matinees— | 


_Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 





British Actors in ‘Press’ 
(50G Flot) Going Home 


Most of the English players im- | 
|ported to appear in “Love Goes to 


which was yanked from the 
after five performances 


| Press,” 


| during 
home this week. Two may remain 
over here but under Equity’s alien 
regulation cannot appear in legit 
for six months. The director and six 
actors were brought from London, 
where they appeared in the Martha 
Gellhorn - Virginia Cowles comedy 
last summer. 

Britishers were guaranteed three 
weeks plus transportation by War- 
ren P. Munsell and Herman Bern- 
stein, who presented the play, which 
was on the boards for a month in- 
cluding out-of-town dates. The red 
japproximated $50,000. 


Gripes at the B.0. 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Maybe somebody ought to tell the 
boys at the boxoffice that the honey- 
moon is over, and that the quick 
closings prove it’s no longer a sell- 
er’s market, even if they’re lucky 
enough to get good notices. 

Specifically, I’m referring to the 
guy behind the wicket at the Adel- 
phi, where “Street Scene” is play- 





ing. In view of the turkeys which 
| have opened there in the past, and 
ithe solitary time he’s had to think 
it over, he ought to have learned 


that customers are still the people | 
who keep a show going. Or do you 


think he prefers to talk to himself? 
zm 
| theatre, went to the boxoffice with 
a simple request: “Two tickets for 
any night, as good as possible,” and 
figured I could trust him to do well 
without arguments. The character 
in charge, gave me one of his ele- 
|} gant stares and snooted me with, 
| “Choose your night, there’s a calen- 
dar there, I don’t decide when you 
want to go to the theatre.” He pro- 
ceeded to tell me the boxoffice had 
| been open for three weeks and some 
| people had got their tickets early. 
| (I've helped pad the runs of some 
of those turkeys from one week to 
three that way myself, but I’ve got- 
| ten wiser since.) 
|} This same guy pulled the same act 
| when “On the Town” was running. 
Maybe he’s got ulcers? 

I’ve been going to the theatre 
since I was a kid, even buying tick- 
ets at boxoffice price when Gray’s 
was peddling them at cutrates. How 
short can these boys’ memories be? 

Bob Granitz. 


Pygmalion To 
Set Precedent 





lishing English-language 
Mexico City will be the appearance 
there of “Pygmalion” the week of 





the revival on Broadway last sea- 


the Iris theatre in the Mexican cap- 
ital, which has 50,000 English-speak- 
ing residents. 
$30,000 on the week with “Pyg- 
malion” at the Iris, house being built 
as a legiter but used for pictures. 
If the experiment works out, it’s 
planned to establish stock in the the- 
atre. 


Actors are protected against pos- 
sible tax deductions from their sal- 
aries below the border, show man- 
agement to assume such costs, same 
applying in the event the cast is re- 
quired to join a professional union, 
but the usual American withholding 
levy applies. “Pygmalion” closes in 
Chicago Jan. 25, traveling by train 
| to Cincinnati, going from there by 
| plane to Mexico City. There will be 
|25 people in the party headed by 





| Following the Mexican date the 
“Pygmalion” company will fly to San 
| Francisco, being due to open there 
j}at the Curran, Feb. 11. Show will 


| travel 3,800 miles in all, cost of trans- | 


|portation probably exceeding $5,000. 
| Park was formerly business manager 
| for Maurice Evans. 


| | 
PEMBERTON EASES OFF 
ON DOCTOR’S ORDERS 


Brock Pemberton has been or- 
| dered to slow up by his physician 
because of a high blood-pressure 
condition and is due to leave on a 
to the south late this 
week. Showman will be accompanied 





motor trip 


by his wife Margaret. Pemberton 


recently had a galt-bladder attack 
and has been under medical obser- 
vation, although not hospitalized. 
No definite date has been set for 
ithe London showing of “Harvey” 
which he produced and it may not 
reach the boards over there until 
late spring or summer. Comedy’s 
author Mary Chase Coyle is still 
| abroad, in anticipation of “Harvey” 
going on in London this winter. She 
is currently in Paris but may return 
| to New York until a definite date 
for the English showing is 
lished. “Harvey,” now in its third 
year on Broadway, is expected to 
iplay into next seasn, 


Equity Okays Dropping Negro Bar 
In D.C. National Though Risking Suit 





This Way Out 


When “No Exit” opened at the 
Biltmore, N. Y., Nov. 26, Robert 
Garland panned it following day 
in the N. Y. Journal-American 
as an “unpretty high-toned intel- 





like a lot of other lovers of the | 


In Mex Showing 


What is hoped will result in estab- | 
shows in| 


Feb. 3. Guarantees have been posted | 
with Theatre, Inc., which produced | 


It’s possible to gross | 


estab- | 


lectual hoity-toity,” breaking 
into verse about “The French, 
they are a funny race, Whose 
plays seem queer and out of 
place.” 

But in listing his 10 Best 
Plays of 1946 in the J-A last 
week, Garland had “No Exit” 


included, as number eight. 


RR. Towing 








| 

Cost of transportation for road 
shows may be increased 25% be- 
ginning Feb. 1, new tariffs for “free” 
baggage cars and special trains hav 


ing been drawn up by the railroads 
and submitted to the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission. While the rate 
per mile would not be tilted, it 
| would apply to baggage cars used to 
| transport settings, props and trunks, 


; also special trains. Managers through | 


the League of New York Theatres 
vigorously protested the proposed 
tilts to ICC. 

Baggage cars would be furnished 


present minimum of 20 tickets. If 
an additional car is required the 
manager must purchase 10 additional 
tickets at a cost of 12% fares, same 
applying when baggage cars are not 
accompanied by passengers (actors 
and staff). If special trains are re- 
quired the manager must purchase 
125 tickets instead of the present 
100. Minimum charge for special 
| trains would be increased from $132 
one way to $165 and the cost for 
round trips on specials goes from 
$264 to $330. Latter part of the 
schedule pertains to large musicals, 
including the Met Opera. 

Recently the Sou..ern Pacific 
proposed to require i50 fares for 
special trains but ICC denied the 
application which will be argued by 
the rail line with the commission 
next Aug. 1. 








| Showbiz Reps Discuss 
 Anti-Censorship Bill; 


Commissioner Ignored 


Representatives of various theatre 
groups including managers, unions 
|and even the critics, conferred last 
| week for the purpose of supporting 
|/a measure intended to limit the cen- 
'sorship powers of New York’s license 
commissioner. Bill was drawn up 
|by Councilman Eugene P. Connolly 
to be introduced into the city coun- 
cil. 

It stipulates that the license bureau 
may not deny the issuance nor can- 
cel a theatre's license, unless a show 
alleged to be indecent is convicted 
by a jury. There is a similar bill 
which was introduced in Albany last 
year. It is known to be opposed by 
a religious pressure group but may 
be acted upon during the current 
=o of the state legislature. 

New license head Ben Fielding was 
not present at the session and ex- 
pressed surprise that he was not in- 
vited, especially since he is con- 
cededly friendly to show business. 
Those present agreed that the fail- 


} 


} 
' 
| 


ure to ask Fielding to attend was an. 
Commissioner | 


error of omission. 
said that he had refrained from act- 
ing on several complaints this season 
and in each instance the shows men- 


tioned closed swiftly on their own. | 


Indicated teat the squawks came 
from crackpots, 
The overall theatrical move to 


curtail censorship stemmed from the 
action of former license commis- 
sioner Paul Moss, who forced “Trio” 
off the boards about two years ago. 
Moritt To Revive Bill 
Albany, Jan. 14. 

Senator Fred Moritt, Brooklyn, 
told Variety he would reintroduce 
a bill granting the owner of a stage 
show ordered closed by the New 
York License Commissioner for al- 
leged indecency the right to apply 
for injunction in a jury trial in state 
supreme court, within 10 days of the 
comish's order. Meanwhile, 
ishow would go on, 


for 25 or more fares, instead of the | 


the | Chapel 


+ <A lengthy report on Negro segre- 


gation in Washington theatres writ- 
ten by Alfred Harding of Equity’s 
staff was read to legit managers last 
Friday (10), with no conclusive re- 
action on the part of the showmen., 





Survey of opinion expressed by of- 


| ficials, editors and others residing in 


the capital was a pro and con com- 
|pilation as to whether’ colored 
patronage should or so not be dis- 
criminated against. Impression was 


that there were more opinions op- 
posed to changing the custom, but 
Harding recommended that Equity 
campaign to terminate discrimina- 
; on, 


The agitation is principally aimed 
against the National, only theatre 


that regularly plays legit in Wash- 
ington. (Lisner Auditorium, Washe- 
ington Univ. occasionally books 
legit.) Report points out that there 
are sharp segregation lines in the 
Capital in schools, picture houses, 
cafes and hotels 

Also that in Constitution Hall, 
vhere Negroes are admitted but not 

owed on the stage. there is only 
limited colored patronage and the 


class of audiences are about the 
same as those at the National. Lat- 
ter house is under lease to Marcus 
Heiman, who has gone on record as 
not being opposed to Negroes if the 
theatre’s patrons are acquiescent 
and if assured that a change in 
policy would not result in injury 
through audience disturbances. 
Theatre is owned by the Munsey 
estate, officers of which feel that the 
National's profits would materially 
decline if Negroes were admitted. 
They warned that if the owner suf- 
fered damages through a change of 
policy, Equity could be legally held 
financially responsible for that loss. 


; 


Heiman said he could present 
films in the National and as most 
film houses in the city do not ad- 
mit Negroes that would not change 
the situation. Showmen generally 
do not favor a change in audience 
policy because it would affect all 
border cities and might eliminate 
playing time from Baltimore south. 


Harding recommended to Equity 
that it “resolve to move to end racial 
segregation in the theatres of Wash- 
ington” and send a representative 
there to launch a campaign to per- 
jsuade the citizens of Washington 
that “this change in policy is a mat- 
ter they should accept not only be- 
cause it is right but because they 
want to.” He urged however that 
tEquity take no action by itself but 
to act in concert with other theatre 
groups. 

Other Groups Join OK 

| The report was read also to the 
| Assn. of Theatrical Agents and Man- 
lagers board, which decided to put 
| participation in the proposed cam- 
|paign up to the membership. Opin- 
‘ion among that group's individuals 
| appears to be that legit is being 
lused as a guinea pig in a issue that 
‘extends far away from the theatre. 


| Theatre chapter of the American 
Veterans Committee scheduled a 
rally at the Alvin next Monday (20) 
;to honor the cast of “Joan of Lor- 
iraine.” When that show tried out 
at the Lisner Auditorium, Negroes 
were exciuded and there were pro- 
tests from the Playwrights’ Co. that 
‘produced the show and from Ingrid 
|Bergman its star. Vets rally has 
been called ‘Onstage Democracy.” 
They also aim to have theatrical 
unions and guilds take action 
|against discrimination in all thea- 
tres. 





Roman Choir Inked By 
| Gallo for U. S. Tour 


| Impressario Fortune Gallo, who 
lrecently arrived in New York by 
plane from Rome, revealed that he 
had inked the Roman Choir of 60 
| voiees for a tour of the U. S., Canada 


and Mexico. Leading soloists com- 
prise cantors from noted Vatican 
churches 


Slated to tee off in New York, 
'Sept. 1, choir will be directed by 
Msgr. Lavinio Virgili, Pontifical Di- 
rector of the Choir of the Papal 
Archbasilica, St. John Lateran, 
parish church of Pope Pius XII. 
Singers for the most part, come 
from the Sistine Chapel, “the Pope’s 
own choir” and others. Recalled that 
the Vatican choir from the Sistine 
made appearances in the 
j U. S. in 1926. 
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Plays on Broadway. 


Finian’s Rainbow 


Lee Sabinson and William R. Katzell pro- | 


Auction ef musical play im two acts (four 
acenes). Features Killa Logan, Albert 
Sharpe, Donald Richards, David Wayne, 
Anita Alvarez, Lyn Murray Singers. Book | 
by E. Y. Harbuwrg and Fred Saidy; lyrics | 
by Harburg; music by Burton Lane, Staged 
by Bretaigne Windust. Dances by Michael 
Kidd: scenery by Jo Mielziner; costumes 
be Kleanor Goldsmith. Opened at 4th 
Street, N. ¥., Jan. 10, '47; $6 top. 

Sunns every yet hb tke a tk Sonny Terry 
Busz Collins. ...cccccccceee: .. Eddie Bruce | 
BOT cect gencactoseces Tom McElhan) 
Ist Sharecropper.,. ehaiind can teem Geer 
2nd Sharecroppet Robert Eric Carlson 
Susal Mahone . - Anita Alvarez 
Henry. zs . .. Augustus Smith Ji 
Finian Mecl.onergan. Albert Sharpe 
Sharon MclLonergan. —y Ella Logan 
W oady Mahoney - H Donald Richards 
Sra. Sharecropper Ralph Waldo Cummings 
Ox wor ...ee David Wayne 
Howard William Greaves 
Senata Rawkins. ..e-. Robert Pitkin 
Ist CGreologist.......+- Lucas A 
2nd Geologist ceccess- Nathaniel Dickerson 
DIMME. 0... vetoes ccencers Dian Woods 
Dames au cca cto ades 0 as* is lane Karle 
John 5% cbeckeeeeenueet Roland Skinner 
4th Sharecropper........--Maude Simmons 
Mr. Robust..... .Arihur Tell 
Wir. HMHOEATH. .. ccceccctoovcers ... Reval Dano 
Ist Pilgrim Gospeler...........-Jerry Laws 
2nd Pilgrim Gospeler.......Lorenzo Fuller 
Srd Pilgrim Gospeler. Louis Sharp 
Ist Deputy St ee Oe .Michael Klis 
9nd Denuty'..<ccccods Robert Eric Carlson 
Sra Depuis Pr ua vebwe ~Harry Day 
Other Children Norma Jane Marlowe 


Elayne Richards 


Producers new to the field of musi- 
cal comedy have turned out an un- 
usual diversion which is really a play 
with songs and dances. AS a novelty, 
it should ring the bell. ; -. 

Being fantasy, “Finian’s Rainbow 
was conceived with a strong vein of 
Celtic humor, the authors transplant- 
ing an old Irishman and his niece to 
a southern tobacco growing com- 
munity in mythical Missitucky. Basi- 
cally it’s a one-set show though there | 
are several smaller scenes screened 
from the Rainbow Valley’s gnarled | 
tree and rocks from where the ac- 
tion flows. 

“Rainbow” has a fast, lively first 
act, mostly because of an animated 
ensemble in ballet-like numbers. 
Second act tapers off somewhat be- 
cause the story is strung out, yet the 
performance is generally interesting 
and quite different from any show 
presented in some time. There are 
white and black actors, mostly in the 
ensemble, and the performance is 
probably more mixed in that respect 
than ever before. 

Finian McLonergan, who has filched 
a pot of gold at home, comes to the 
valley with the colleen Sharon and 
hides the “borrowed” loot in the, 
ground. It had been in the keeping 
of Og, a leprechaun who appears in 
search of the gold. He says that the 
gold has magic powers, which cues 
in a bit of “social significance,” Sen- 
ator Rawkins thinly disguised as | 
Bilbo being turned into a Negro. 

When that worthy tries to steal the 


land of the sharecroppers upon hear- | 
ing there’s gold around, it leads to) 
the show’s best production number, | 


“When the Idle Poor Become the 


Idle Rich,” with all hands dolled up | 


in cherished duds procured directly 
from Sears Roebuck. Power of the 
gold makes a~dumb girl talk and 

















EARL SAUVAINE 


TENOR 


Currently Appearing 
in the 
Broadway Production 


“THE RED MILL” 


As the Juvenile Lead 


| best 


| Day ty 


ipresenters of \ ( 
ltracted attention in Philadelphia dur- 


eventually the senator becomes white 
again, although now a tolerant offi- | k 
‘cial. In the end the gold turns to! emporium 


dross, just as Og said it would. 
Albert Sharpe was brought from 
Ireland to play the roguish Finian 
but it’s Ella Logan's show, and she is 
excellent all the way. She sings no 
less than eight numbers, ene of the 
being “How Are Things in 
Morra.” With Ronald Rich- 
her heart interest, she 


Glocca 
ards, who is 


sings “Old Devil Moon,” also “If This | 


Love” and “Come-and-Get-It- 
Then with David Wayne there | 
is a novelty lyric, “Something Sort | 
of Grandish.” Wayne, who plays the 
leprechaun, has the best stage job! 
after years of waiting. He quit ‘Park 
Avenue” to join “Rainbow.” 

He “When 
Not Near the Girl I Love,” with 
Anita Alvarez: Miss Alvarez, who 
plays the dumb girl, is a dancer, en- | 
livening the ensemble numbers. An 
amusing ditty is “The Begat,” sung 
by the colored trio, Jerry Laws, Lo- 
renzo Fuller and Louis Sharp. Rob- 
ert Pitkin makes it a quartet in a 
fashion, he at the time being sup-| 
posed to be black. Dolores Martin | 
of the colored contingent warbles 
“Necessity.” When Miss Alvarez solos 
1a “d golden crock,” | 

accompanied by Sonny Terry 
on the harmonica, his playing from 
the wings being eerie. 

Lee Sabinson and William K. 
Katzell, who teamed last season with 
the presentation of the provocative 
drama, “Home of the Brave,” are the 
“Rainbow,” which at- 


Isn't 


scores, too, with I'm 


witl ‘dance of the 


she's 


ing the tryout. Yip Harburg and 
Fred Saidy wrote the book, which 





| Weill supplied the music, and Lang- 


| good. 


| Result is a work that rarel. 


; Out, in 


j act murder curtain, the three harpies 
| singing “Get a Load of That,” the 
| panegyric to 


could have been cut here and there, | 


Burton Lane composing the score to 
Harburg’s amusing lyrics. It’s the 
first dance directional job by Mi- 
chael Kidd, formerly 


in ballet, ard | 


he scores. General staging is by 
Bretaigne Windust; vocal arrange- | 


ments by Lyn Murray, Russell Ben- 


| from the Met, does an excellent act- 


nett and Don Walker orchestrations | 


are played by a full orchestra led by | 


Milton instru- 


ments 


Rosenstock, string 
being featured, 


principal setting is highly effective, 


| changes being made behind a revolv- 


ing curtain. “Rainbow” is a_color- 


‘ul job, skillfully done. 


Sireet Seene 


Jo Mielziner’s | 


| contributing one of the show’s finest 
Ibee. | 


the Broadway scene and commer- 
cially a click. 

Anyone who, for the sake of one 
or two arias, has sat through three 
boring hours of guff about dragons, 
sorcerers, sea-hidden baubles and 
the like at the Metropolitan Opera 
will be grateful for a 
modern production on an intelligent, 
timeless theme that has continuous 
drama, flow of good -musie and ex- 
citement. 

The story is the same Elmer Rice 
canvas of life in a shabby New York 
tenement, centered around a love- 
starved housewife and her errant 
lover, and the unhappy husband who 
kills them both. Rice contributed 
the book, based on his play; Kurt 





ston Hughes the lyrics. The three- | 
point blend has proved felicitous, | 
one contribution dovetailing with 


another for a solid match. 
There are no hit tunes as such, in | 
the juke box sense, but there are 
notable solos, as well as some fine 
duets, quartets and groups, and en- 
semble numbers. But each song is 
an integral part of the production 
and advances it accordingly. The 
play’s form is spoken dialog, break- 
ing into recitative as emotional ten- 
sion mounts, and into song constantly 
for full effect. The balance is very 
What distinguish the pro- 
duction further are some fine act- 
ing and singing, every performer 
having a voice of superior gGuality. 
falters, 
to sing itself smoothly to its close. 
Notable bits are strewn through- | 
such matters as the choral 
grouping and singing at the second- 


ice-cream, the mock 
lullaby of the nursemaids, and above 
all the frenzied sex-dance of the 
two jitterbugs. Last bit, a virtuoso 
peak of. the show, magnificently 
danced by Sheila-Bond and Danny 
Daniels, is done to “Moon-Faced, 
Starry-Eyed,” which is nearest to 
hit-tune type in calibre. The catchy 
high-school kids number, “Wrapped 
In A Ribbon And Tied In.A Bow,” 
is also in that category. 

Norman Cordon, basso borrowed 


ing and singing job as the brooding 
husband. Polyna Stoska, soprano 
who has sung with the N. Y. City | 
Center Opera Co., makes a distin- 
guished figure dramatically and vo- 
cally as the unhappy wife, while 





songs in “Somehow I Never Could 
Believe.” Anne Jeffreys, film star- | 
let, is no less lovely and poignant a 
figure as the daughter, and with 


ee | Brian Sullivan as the student in love 








wie ee Wiman and ‘ " 
ih he oar Fa ea yA amaathe musical in twe | W ith her, presents two fine duets as 
acts (three scenes), from the play _by Kl- well as the tender “What Good 
mer Rice. Directed by Chartes o~— Would The Moon Be?” song. Sul- 
Features Norman Cordon, Anne effreys, ivan’s “ " lo 
Polyna Stoska, Brian Sullivan, Sydney { liv linn Lonely House is an ap- 
Rayner, Hope Emerson. Music, Kurt | P€ a ing number. : 
Weill; book, Rice; _lyries, Langston | Creighton Thompson, as a janitor, 
| Hughes, Sets and lighting, Jo Mielziner; | has a fine song in “I Got a Marble 
costumes, Lucinda Ballard; dances, Anna | and a Star.” Do Tee - 
Star. n Saxon, as a se- 
Sokole Musical” : angements and or- | oe. 2 : ss “ 
siaiaienionin nat eill: pe ner a no tl duc er, has another in Wouldn't 
Maurice Abravanel Opened at Adelphi, | You Like To Be On Broadway?” 
| N. ¥., Jan. 9, '47; $6 top. a | Another notable solo is Miss Stoska’s 
| Abraham Kaplan..........Irving Kaufman foo Boy Li ” cat 
| Greta Fiorentino. ......see06-. Helen Arden ti “T Like You. In addition to 
Cate. Gla. is aw caeavet «segs ss Wilson Smith | he ice Cream song, other out- 
|} Emma Jones......7 vesecsecs Hope Emerson | Standing ensemble numbers are the 
Own Olbed. 4 i Vlesc esos ....Ellen meee | opening and closing “Ain’t It Awful 
| Shirley Kaplan..........Norma Chambers | the Heat?” so A ’ 
| Henry DaviS....coces: Creighton Thompson | and the “Cat _ Me 7 omeneess, 
| Willie Maurrant..........+.:- Peter Griffith | © ‘ cn Me ou Can 
| Anna Maurrant..........+<. Polyna Stoska | number of the kids. 
|} Sam Kaplan...... PP ep Brian Sullivan | The play has all sorts of note- 
| Daniel Buchanan,.......---....Remo Lota | worthy t es. in sas 
Frank Maurrant....cccecse- Norman Cordon | of Ir iy by > » the socialist zealot 
| George Jones.......++....David E. Thomas rving Kau man, the hearty music 
| Steve Sankey........++.-...- Lauren Gilbert teacher of Sydney Rayner, onetime 
| Lippo Fiorentino......+-+-- Sydney Rayner | Met tenor more recently with San 
| Jennie Hildebrand............Beverly Janis} Carlo Oper : ili 
| Second Graduate...........Zosia Gruchala | dame of Ht a “2 the brilliant bel- 
i Third Graduate...........; Marion Covey | ~° ope Emerson; the expect- 
| Mary Hildebrand........Julianna Gallagher | ant father of Remo Lota, and the 
Charlie Hildebrand.......-. Bennett Burrill; two nursemaids of Peggy Turnley 
Laura Hildebrand......seee.sese- Elen Lane | and Ellen Carleen 
Grace Davis..........+....Helen Ferguson ° “a . » 
| First Policeman...... jeunes Ernest Taylor Ph penton Fi iedman has directed 
Rose Maurrant:...cccccccccecd Anne Jeffreys 1S motley assemblage with sure 
iMarry Waster... .osccccssecses Don Saxon | authority, while Maurice Abravanel 
owed Pans 4 ass envesonsss Saag — conducting in the pit, welded them 
CK MCGARN. occcccccece oe y anielS | wane , s s , 
iv “ ent pc 6p 06e 60.0000068 Robert Piven | vocally rs Jo Mielziner s tenement- 
| Dr. John Wilson..... Edwin G. O'Connor front set is raptly ugly and affect- 
Officer Murphy.........- Norman Thomson | ing. Anna Sokolow’s two ensemble 
+ ese sreeeeseeees - -Ruseell Geaews |dance numbers are good and the 
| d 3 KK PUPH .ncccccéces -»..90yce Carr j m : ‘ - 
| City gt hantneet wtaT ~ ccaaeene | aforementioned “Moon-Faced” dance 
red, Callen... «ss 60adscexe .-eee-Paul Lilly terrific. “Street Scene” should be 
Old Clothes Man........-- Edward Reichert |On the Broadway scene for quite a 
Interne. .........++eceeeeeeeses OY Munsell | stretch, 
| Ambulance Driver..............: John Sweet Bron, 
First Nursemaid............ Peggy Turnley wannons 
Second Nursemaid.......... .Ellen Carleen | The Bi T , 
Married Couple...... ) Betty Van | = we 


2 Joseph E 


Passersby, Children, 


Neighbors, etc. 
The Playwrights’ Co. and Dwight 
Deere Wiman (the latter back to the 
producing wars after three years 
}abroad for the Red Cross) took a 


sion of Elmer -Rice’s 1929 Pulitzer 
prizewinning drama. But they've 
succeeded. Billed as a “dramatic 
musical,” their show is actually an 
opera, American style, taut, tuneful 
and moving. Artistically, their con- 








tribution is a noteworthy addition to 











IF YOU'RE OVER 35 . 


IN OTHER WORDS, let me 


BOX 865, VARIETY, 154 W. 





YOU DON'T NEED A PHYSIC 
you need an assistant! 


work like a dog for you! 


Mr. Producer 
Mr. Publicity Man 
Mr. Agent 


Eager as a puppy 
Smart as a terrier 
Loyal as "Lassie" 


do your leg-work and I'll 


46TH ST., NEW YORK 19 








Scandur | 


‘long chance in doing a musical ver- | M« 


|} ports in 


Elliott Nugent 
Production (by 
Bramson) of 
and Mary Helen Fay. 
and Philip Dorn: 
and Eduard Franz, 


ind) Robert 
arrangement 
comedy by LL. 


Montgomery 
with David 
Bush-lFekete 
Stars Claire Trevor 
features Felix Bressart 
Staged by Montgomery; 





scenery and lighting, Jo Mielziner. Opened 
at Bovth, N. Y¥.. Jan. 8, °47; $4.80 top. 
ee ees Martin Berliner 
SUES Sv tte vensidwiess khiees Eduard Franz 
hey He. 6 oS Se ae Robert Scott 
Spey els bien eees eeees ..Wauna Paul 
Danielle Forbes..............Claire Trevor 
Moser Csegaccedbeenoue BE. A. Krumschmidt 
WV MUS Gal dagdcabeeavedecdbeks John Banner 
RNa Felix Bressart 
Capt. Nicholai Mosgovoy....... Philip Dorn 
} Fraulein Berger Peeagecoces Olga Fabian 


| Sergeant Kulikoff 
The out-of-town critics have been 
| kidding us again. From the byways 
| that lead to Broadway have come re- 
recent weeks that Elliott 
Nugent and Robert Montgomery had 


.-Mischa Tonken 





/come up with a play destined to set- 


tle problems of atomic energy, prole- 
tarianism versus western democ- 
racy, Gromyko and his walking 
shoes. Well, maybe this is exaggerat- 
ing. 

At the very least, though, “The Big 
Two” was expected to be a réason- 


|) ably exciting treatment on postwar 


international politics, namely those 
of the White House and the Krem- 


lin. The auspices, cast, authorship 
and practically everything’ else 
smacked of capitalistic boxoffice. 


But now—weil, just change that fig- 


; romance, 


original premise upon which the play 


entially, 


just 


of their dialog strains for special ef- 


|play’s major comedy. 
}artful performer who employs much 


ure mentioned in the title. Just make 
it an O. e Big O. 

Playwrights L, Bush-Fekete and 
Mary Helen Fay have combined their 
touch df international politics with 
gobs of romance plus too-obvious 
characters and dialog. The result is 
a disunity equal to the flotsam of the 
real-lifé prototypes about whom 
they’ve written. 


The basic yarn is of an American 
woman correspondent who seeks to 
smoke out. an unknoWn American 
traitor in hiding after having broad- 
cast fot the Nazis. The setting is a 
small inn in a Russian occupied zone 
near Vienna. Into the picture, too, 
comes a Russian Army captain, ap- 
parently with the same idea, The 
play evolves into a duel of words re | 
their respective ideologies. Plus the 
The play, as in so many 
“message” plays, falters notably be- 
cause the amour toujours seemingly | 
becomes more objective than the 





was based. Must the he-she tangle 
always be so inevitable in plays that 
would determine the fate of the 
world? 

At any rate, the playwrights be- 
lieve there is a democrat’s chance for | 
their Captain Mosgovoy—and, infer- 
Joe Stalin. At the play’s 
close there is an obvious note of 


optimism in his conduct towards the 
attractive American, but the authors 


haven’t made too clear what specif- 
ically was the dominating influence 
in his change of heart and mind. One 
could possibly determine from this 
that a leggy lassie with a classy 
chassis in the White House might be 
the thing in these troubled | 
United Nations times. 
“Two” has some 
the lesser 


neat touches in | 
characters, though some 


fect. Claire Trevor is the American 
correspondent, and she gives a con- 
sistently creditable performance. The 
same is not to be said of Philip Dorn, 
who plays the Russian captain. Dorn 
often overacts and is frequently in- 
audible, stiff and stagey. 

Felix Bressart has also been im- 
ported from Hollywood for one of 
the lead supporting parts, that of a 
black marketeer; he supplies the 
Bressart is an 


of the mugging technique that he’s 
used in pictures, but there are 


times when he suffers from obvious 
word-contrivances. Eduard Franz is} 
the traitor, a part acted with quiet | 
restraint. E. A. Krumschmidt and 
John Banner have lesser roles that 
they handle adequately, while a bit 
character part, that of a forlorn ref- 
ugee, played by Olga Fabian, is one 
of the play’s best performances, 

Montgomery staged, and he has | 
frequently managed to suggest move- 
ment where little actually existed. 
Jo Mielziner’s single set, the lobby 
of the hotel, is a typically workman- 
like Mielziner job. 

Columbia has already secured the 
film rights, in a pre-production deal 
that is said to call for Nugent and 
Montgomery to direct and star, re- 
spectively, in the pic. Asa film “Two” 
has a better chance. Kahn 


Play Out of Town 


All My Sons 


New Haven, Jan. 9. 

















Harold Clurman, Elia Kazan, Walter | 

Fried (in assn, with Herbert H. Harris) 
production of drama in three acts by Ar- 
thur Miller. Staged by Kazan; settings. 
Mordecai Gorelik; costumes, Payl Morrison. 
Opened at Shubert; New Haven, Jan. 9, 
‘47; $3.60 top. 
Toe Keller.....isssssssesesesess 0 Begley | 
Ps See MOMs isdéchcecce John McGovern | 
Frank Lubey.....e«- eccceces+»- Dudley Sadler 
BS. DAPI. «0 0esoccooecces Peggy Meredith 
Lydia Lube@y..cceccccce eos+-- Hope Cameron 
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Sponsors of “All My Sons” have 
presented a dramatic production that 
opens with the leisurely pace of the 
Toonerville Trolley, then builds to 
all the crescendo of the Cannonball 


Express. Way-stations along the 

route are contacted interestingly, a 
and the overall journey sums up as 

an absorbing session in the theatre. FOR RENT 


With no cast names, and with little 
material for advance ballyhoo, this 
vehicle shapes up as a sleeper that 
can well develop into a gravy train 
on both- stage and screen. 

Timely as tomorrow's headlines, 
seript has a compelling authenticity | 
that drives home yoo story 
with triphammer effeet. Starting 
with a theme that has all the ear- 
marks of a mother’s maudlin vigil 
for the return of a son reported | 
missing in action, play abruptly | 
shifts to throw the spotlight on other | 
characters whose importance magni- 
fies as the story progresses. Coun- | 
terplots are tossed into the arena 
copiously, making for yhat is com. | 


audience wonder as to what is com- 
ing next. Ace writing and staging | 
draw in the threads at the proper | 
moment and the final stanza mounts 
one punch on another for a sock | 
climax. 


“Sons” should bring red faces to 
those who have clipped corners here 


and there to fatten bank accounts on | 


war profits. It should draw a/§ 
healthy response from returned GIs 





now trying to adjust ideals garnered | 


| in a fine cast. 


| It’s 


| terest: 


Pewee esesoeseteons Karl Malden 


: Re. 
during war service with practicality 


of present-day world operation. It’s 
a stagecraft campaign for the restor. 


ation of principles that were s 
aside in the years of the ber grees, 
flict. Play has something worths 
while to say, and it does so enter. 
tainingly. 
Joe Keller is a manufacture 
typical American town, 
prosperous appliance business as a 
changeover from making airplane 
engine parts during the war, His 
two sons, Larry and Chris, had 
served as air pilotg and Larry had 
never returned from a_ mission 
Chris, always an idealist, has scruples 
about living off the fat of his 
father’s business because of a sus. 
picion that his father was guilty of 
an offcolor deal, involving defective 


rina 


cylinder heads, wkich had sent 21 
pilots to their death. The case had 
been tried in court but Joe had 


shifted the blame to an assistant, now 
serving a term in prison. 

Chris is in love with Ann, daughter 
of the convicted man, but he hesi- 
tates to declare this love because 
Ann had been engaged to the miss. 
ing Larry. Kate Keller, Joe's wife, 


| refuses to believe Larry is dead and 


she attempts to break things up be- 
tween Chris and Ann. Subsequent 
developments point up Joe's guilt 
and Chris is set free to live his life 
no longer under a shadow of doubt, 

Thesp honors are well distributed 
Beth Merrill's version 
of the distraught wife and mother 
is a study in underplaying a high- 
strung role. She comes through ex. 
pertly. Ed Begley makes Joe Keller 
everything that the part calfs for, 
arduous acting, at which he 


; scores a bullseye. Arthur Kennedy’s 


moulding of the Chris characteriza- 
tion is expert, rating the hand it 
gets Lois Wheeler is attractive and 
turns in a capable performance as 
Ann. Karl Malden adds a telling 
sequence as Ann’s brother, and John 
McGovern’s picture of a medical 
practitioner who would rather do 
research is good. Other competent 
support lists Peggy Meredith as the 
doctor’s wife; Dudley Sadler and 
Hope Cameron as a nextdoor couple, 
and Eugene Steiner as a neighbor- 
hood kid. 
_ Kazan’s development of this opus 
is outstanding. Abrupt changes in 
story trends maintain constant in- 
gradual increase in pace 
builds effective suspense: individual 
characterizations are given minute 
treatment; and overall blending has 
gratifying results. Author has pro- 
vided some fine material for stager 
to work with, There’s plenty of 
meat in dialog. A _ standout back- 


| yard setting completes technical ate 


tributes in ace fashion Bone, 


Set Condon tonels 


Dick Condon, former film pub- 
licity exec, has completed a play 
which goes into rehearsal in March 
for a Broadway opening this Spring. 
Producer will be a New York film 
publicity topper, who'd rather not 
make his auspices public as yet. Di- 


| rector will be Fred Uttal, radio pro- 


ducer and director, Titled “Follow 
the Leader,” it’s a political comedy 
laid in 1954, 

Condon has also sold four sketches 
to Dwight Deere Wiman for the, 
“Fourth Little Show,” which goes 
into rehearsal March 6. Likewise he 
has written yarns for a children’s 
| disk series in which several record 
,;companies are showing interest. 








ALL-AROUND STAFF AIDE 
—To Producer or Agency— 
Creative executive, experienced in 
legit, stock and pictures as direc- 
tor, stage-manager, production as- 
sistant, coach, talent scout and 

play-reader. 
Heavy Background 
Top References 


Write Variety, Box ‘te 154 West 46th 
St.. New York 19, N. ¥. 
Or call AC 2-6029. 














SUMMER THEATRE 


IN NEW ENGLAND 


800 seat, 300 car parking space. 
populated summer section. Percentage with 
minimum guarantee. Lease only te financially 
reliable with theatrical background. 


Room 229, 131 State St., Boston 9, Mass. 
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CLAIRE LEONARD 


and 
CARL COWL 


Authors’ Representatives 
_ 516 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 18 
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@e SCRIPT WRITERS 
In classified form for quick The 
most practical way to build a good gag file 
Sets 1, & and 8 now ready. $1.90 per set of 
5 pages. 
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Cash, check or money order 


FRANK REYNOLDS 
1429 Westmoreland St., Philadeiphia 40, Pa 
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Liberty’s Blast at Time | CHATTER — 
One of the most forthright at- Norman Markwell editing one of 
| ~ » ~ by s 
tacks of one magazine on another |the sheets at Palm Springs. — ea 
is contained in the current (11)| Western News Service, new Call- 
issue of Liberty, with publisher | fornia company, opened with head- 
Paul Hunter indicting Time nee Ae fp) Ee erty eed eee 
azine and other Henry R. Luce pub- | grt = re ee tie tote 
lications in a lead editorial titled | the Bill oat ¥. 2 haat 
“Time Wisecracks On!” Attack is on | Ferris flackery Jan. © as a vecpce. 
he “bright ing men” of Luce’s| Aline Mosbey checked in as United 
be iy nt bas pod ht snecess | Press film columnist in Hollywood, 
to Life Time wontai,” wis. “ ho | Pinch-hitting for Virginia Macpher- 
“instill into their pages most of the son who ls taking a leave oft absence 


‘ - on 7 . . 1 
= 7 ; s routh. for motherhood, pe ae 
virtues 900: taGhe..g¢ you Paul Martin, former N. Y. World- 











"ahe Luce publications -_ alert, | Telly columnist who recently opened 
breezy, ubiquitous, energetic, on. oi flackery, slated to open a Holly- 
cocious and interesting,” said Hun- 


| wood office shortly. 
ter. “They are also presumptuous, b other 


cynical, impetuous, intolerant, prej- | Boy,” and 
udiced, exhibitionist and inaccurate. | CBS’ 
Time, which purports to print news, | 
prints much that is neither informa. 
tive, constructive nor factual. In 
short, much of it isn’t news at all, 
but merely journalistic exhibition- 


s * | activities, 
ism, or more simply smartaleck- Memory.” 
OE s+ 6 7 


Lippincotts will publish a new edi- 


Godirey, “Radio’s Bad 
Nila Mack, director of 
“Let’s Pretend” program, are 
|profiled in February Pageant. 

* S. Jay Kaufman to do book of 
| reminiscences on his onetime Broad- 


titled “By Right of 





Sobol, Wilson’s Noblesse Oblige (to coincide with the release of the 

New York columnists Louis Sobol |! Universal-International film version 
and Earl Wilson are doing a unique of the story. 
noblesse oblige on their “Copa-| Nicholas Freydberg, one-time as- 
cabana” (UA) film junket to Holly- | sistant to the publisher of Nx ws- | 
wood, where, with Abel Green, edi- | week and more recently on the N. Y. 
tor of Variety, they play themselves|Herald Tribune’s promotion staff, | 
in the pic. The daily newspapermen, | joined Donahue & Coe agency. 
inevitably running into the same Holiday is streamlining its back | 
things en route and during their! of the book dept. with the February | 
Coast sojourn, compare notes so as | issue, with regular monthly columns, | 
not to do much of a parallelism,|such as books by Hilary H. Lyons, | 


| way columning and more recent Pp.a. | 4.74 reading. 
| title, a book reviewer should do this 


iso I am told, and it sez, “No Weeds 


Laurie Conned Into 
Reviewing a Whodunit 
But Sez He’s Not Sore 


' My editor sez to me, “Joe, here’s 
ia book you should review because 
| it’s about show business.” So I sez, 
\“If it’s about show business Ill be 
‘glad to review it, and I'm telling 
you now, if it’s even near-good Vl 
like it because I like show business.” 
/So he gives me the book and I notice 
‘on the jacket that it was written by 
a guy called Milton Michael Raison, 
who was a publicity man for many 
Broadway producers and shows, and 
was co-producer with the late Hey- 
wood Broun of “Shoot the Works” 
and wrote. pieces for the World, 
book reviews for the Herald Tribune, 
Vanity Fair, Century, 
Harpers, the Saturday Review of 
Literature and the Bookman, besides 
now 





I get ready for bed, I put two pil- 


‘lows behind me, lay out my box of 
| fresh figs and fill up my pipe and 


First I look at the 


for the Widow” (Murray & Gee; $2). 


title for a show business book. 
So I start reading the book. 


Scribner’s, | 


writing for MGM @hd radio. | 
i So I takes the book home, and when 


es 







{ SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 
Rr: By Frank Scully 








| Astor Place, Jan. 11 

Not one to stop a fight if there’s a chance of working it up to a double. 
knockout, I nevertheless long ago voted off-the-set slaps between actors 
|as a non-essential industry, to be tossed into the overset with the latest 

bore news. ; 

Only the other Sunday night Walter Winchell dropped international 
relations long enough to tell city editors that one of the most exciting 
fights in years took place in front of the Stork Club and the editors coulg 
| get the details from Sherman Billingsley. In Hollywood these brawls 
| which never seem to make the police blotter but rate 8-column stream. 
| ers. two days after the event, find me yawning chiefly because I can re. 
| member actor’s fights that were really fights. It seems only yesterday 

that I entertained Joe Laurie, Jr., on my knee and regaled him with the 
| bloodier details of the famous Forrest-Macready fight which took in twe 
| continents and before it was settled involved 20,000 followers of Shakes. 
| peare, most of New York’s cops, several hundred troops and finally dropped 


| 22 combatants off at the morgue. 
Fight Extra 1849 A.D. 

There are historians who may argue that the Forrest-Macready feud was 
not so much a personal quarrel between Shakespearean tragedians as the 
final round of the wars between England and America. I do not share 
the view. 

In those days actors were dignified and had titles. Forrest was billed as 
Mr. Edwin Forrest and Macready settled for Mr. W. C. Macready. I never 
did know what the W.-C. stood for, with Macready, though I know what 
it stands for in England and on the Continent. It certainly took a brave 





man to list himself that way and expect to be taken seriously. The late 


tion of “The Egg and I,” 50,000 copies, |, 7 figures right away it’s a louse | Bill Fields realized its comic implications and held on to the initials for 
| that reason, but Macready was so high in the royal family of legit that 
1t | VARIETY had it been listed among publications in those far-off days, could 


starts off swell, right off the bat he | have caught his act only by hearsay among the underground. 


rich who is a dramatic critic for the 
New York Record about to cover a 
show which he already hates. So 
I figure who can this Tony Wool- 


(rich be? No doubt it’s a phony name 


for some’ Broadway critic...well, I 
can’t figure it out. So I go further 


| 
| tells about a guy named Tony Wool- | 


The fight started when Forrest invaded England and expected the 
cooperation he and his friends had given to Macready when Mac came 
to America in 1840. What Forrest got was the brush wherever he turned. 

The critics, who seemed to listen to the mob instead of the actor, gave 
Forrest more of the same. Nevertheless, the American was a hit and 
should have been willing to settle for that. But both hams were really 
behind the hate-ball by now and began egging their mobs to dire acts. 

Macready made another tour of America and ended his farewell engage- 





- “etd aman jand I read where this critic gets 
since both are filing columns by wire | films by Al Hine and general en- la phone call from a pal to help 
regularly back to their N. Y. papers. |tertainment by George Frazier. lhim save a dame who has had a 

Women crashed the ranks of the |tough break. Then I see the guy is 
Pacific Stars & Stripes staff this 


‘ S/an amateur detective, so I immedi- 
week for the first time, when a pair | ately eliminate Kelcey Allen as the 





Picket Picked as Prexy 

















The Pennsylvania Legislative | o¢ Wacs, Cpl. Helen Brooks and T/5 | 
Correspondents Assn. has chosen|puth E. Zuelke, were added to the 
Thomas P. (Tip) O'Neil, political | photography and art departments. 
editor of the Philadelphia Record, as “Starring Understudies,” an article 
1947 president, Calls were made to | spotlighting “Oklahoma's!” Ann| 
find O’Neil and notify him of the | Crowley and other Broadway under- | 
honor. He was found on the picket | ctugies who have made good, is | 
line in front of the Record building, featured in the Jan. 19 issue of The | 
where the American Newspaper! american Weekly. Joan King Flynn | 
Gdild has been on strike since] aig the piece. | 
Nov. 7. Edwin Seaver has quit as pub- | 
The election marked the first time | licity director of Book-of-the-Month | 
in the history of the association that; Club to devote himself to writing | 
a member on strike was elected to|and editing. He will, however, con- 
the highest office. Traditionally, the | tinue his editorial connections with 
president-elect sets 'em up for the/|the Club, and has signed with Simon 


critic-detective because I know Kel- 
cey can’t even find his seat in a 
lit theatre. So I eat my fresh figs 
and puff on my pipe, and read on. 
I find the dame has just escaped 
from a “retreat” or a sanitorium 
which even I know is a rich man’s 
padded cell. And the dame is beau- 
tiful, has well rounded Earlwilsons 


, 50 I Figure... 

So I figure he will finally get 
her on the stage and she will be- 
come a star. Knowing that you 
don’t have to be crazy to be a star 
but it helps, I figure as soon as he 


35 association members the night 9 fo Schuster for the fourth volume | ‘t@rts about show business I will 


is elected. Since O’Neil was unable/in the “Cross Section” series ef new 
to be present, he deputized the news| American writing, which he in- 
room custodian to do the honors for | augurated. He also plans to write a 
him, new novel, his third. 
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Obituaries 


Continued from page 49 
complications caused by blood clot 





Luce Explanation 
One of the unsuspected reasons for 
the relaxing of the Luce (Time-Life) 
feud with the New Yorker is the 
Luce crowd’s acquisition of quite a 

bit of F-R Corp. stock, latter being | in his leg, chest and head. 
publishers of the New Yorker. He had left Kaye’s band during 
This explains Luce writers doing | the latter’s last date at the Pal- 
stulf for the New Yorker (John Her-|ladium Ballroom, Hollywood, last 
sey, et al.), and in reverse some of | summer due to the clot in his leg, 
editor Harold Ross’ stable doing | which subsequently was operated on. 

stories for Life. He never resumed work. 


ALEXANDER LEFTWICH 

















Mag Moguls Meet 











National Publishers Assn. will; Alexander Leftwich, 63, former 
hold its annual National Conference | N. Y. stage director, died in Los 


of the Magazine Industry at the! Angeles, Jan. 13, following a heart 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., Jan. 16-17,| attack. He directed such Broadway 
with talks and forums by the top’ hits as “Hit the Deck,” “Connecticut 
names in the business. Yankee,” “Rain or Shine,” “Strike 

Afier the keynote by Walter pD.| Up The Band” and “Girl Crazy.” 
Fuller, org’s prexy and head of | Survived by widow and daughter, 
Curtis Publishing Co., there will be | latter being Patricia Ellis, screen 
talks by W. Averell Harriman, John | 2¢tress. 
Foster Dulles, James W. Young, Paul | 
Hoffman, Sigurd S. Larmon and. HAROLD COSTELLO 
toppers from allied businesses. Two-| Harold Costello, 26, musician, died 
day meet will wind up with the! in New Mexico of a skull fracture 
dinner at which Dulles and Harri-| which resulted from an auto crash. 
man wil] talk. He was bass violinist for the Benny 
Strong Orch. 

New Negro Handbook Survived by a widow, mother and 

The 1946-47 edition of the Negro! sister. 

Handbook will hit the stalls Jan. 20! 

under the aegis of Current Books,| Mother of Jascha Heifetz, concert 
Inc. Edition will be book's third. violinist, died in New York, Jan. 10. 
two previously having been pub- 
lished in 1942 and 1944. 

Latest volume will feature a sum- 
mary of the Negro’s part in World 
War II. Editing is by Florence Mur- 
ray, who prepared the ’44 edition un- 
der a Rosenwald Fellowship at the 
University of Chicago. 











| wife of S. N. Behrman, playwright, 
| survive her, 


—_—-—- 


Sam Leavitt, 84, old time company 
manager and advance agent, died in 
a@ sanitarium Jan, 4, Surviving are 
Harry and Leo Leavitt, brothers, 





Sinclair Lewis’ Film Script 

Sinclair Lewis is due in Holiy- 
wood to write “Adam and Eve,” an 
original story suggested to the nov- | 
elist by Leo McCarey, who will pro- | president of the Society of Motion 
duce and direct the film for Rain- | Picture Engineers, died Jan. 8 in 
bow Productions. McCarey has been | Hollywood. 
nursing the “Adam” idea for some | 
time. He made a deal with Lewis Father of Lillian Slavin, of the 
by telephone from the Coast to the | William Morris agency theatre dept., 
author’s home in Boston, ‘died in New York, Jan, 8. 


road shows. 





Father, 80. of Loren L. Ryder, 








who were glso ahead and back with | 


be able to pick out his mistakes 
when he sez Pantages time and 
means the Orpheum Circuit and the 
usual mistakes show-business writers 
make. Well sir; I keep munching at 
|my figs and puffing at my pipe 
jand read further. The first thing 
I know I'm into a murder...still 
_ nothing about show business...I’m 





Jj, about to give up, but I say to my- 


| 


|self I have some more figs left and 
| plenty tobacco so I'll read on. 


| Well sir, or madame. as the case 
'may be, to make a 241-page story 
|short, before I know it I am into 
{three murders...and I begin to 
realize that my editor and this guy 
Raison who writes for Century, 
Scribner's, Harper’s, MGM and. radio 
have trapped me into reading a 
| whodunit. A thing which, I am 
|very proud to say, I have never 
'done before. Unless it was one of 
{them murder stories with show peo- 
{ple in it. I just don’t get interested 
{in detective stories that run over 
|two pages. I know that many of 
our presidents and governors, and 
j;even Bernard Shaw—or is it Oscar 
| Shaw?—reads em...and I know they 
sell millions of ’em. But I just hap- 
pen not to like ’em. I know nothing 
about detectives except that they 
are a nuisance on the radio where 
they make fools out of Irish cops 
and wisecrack to their girl friends. 
{I would challenge anyone of them 
|to find a good week in vaudeville 
today. Anyway I find that it is 
8 am. and I stayed up all night 
reading the book, and I figured I 





/was a pretty smart guy because in | 


jthe middle of the book I guessed 


smart guy to let an editor trick me 
| into reading a whodunit. Spending 
a whole night doing it. But a funny 
| thing about the whole thing I wasn't 
;sore. Everything turned out. okay 
|...the figs, my pipe and the book 
| were alright. 

This guy Raison who writes for 
| Vanity Fair, The Bookman, and was 
ithe Port Librarian for the Merchant 
| Marine besides writing for MGM and 
iradio can certainly write...but not 
about show business. He is a good 
| murder writer...and maybe my edi- 
tor was right at that...because the 
week before Christmas is certainly 
murder in show business. SEZ 

Joe Laurie, Jr. 


ment in New York in the Spring of 1849. He was to play “Macbeth,” after 
an old sports-writer of the same name. Messrs. Niblo and Hackett were 
handling the show. Macready was to open on May 7 at the Astor Place 
Opera House. This time Forrest’s mob instead of W. C.’s was sprinkled 
over the house. Cops were all over the place. There was so much cheer- 
ing, jeering and whistling that the first two scenes passed as a dumb 
show. Then when Macready came on as Macbeth he was met with a 
Niagara of noises, topped with a bouquet of asafoetida thrown from the 
the gallery. This was an earlier version of the stink bomb. 

Macready tried to ignore the rotten eggs, boos, and charming banners 
which told him it was too late to apologize and he was a liar anyway. But 
when an old shoe and a penny were hurled at him he leaned over, picked 
up the copper coin and placed it in hiss bosom with the gristocratic air of 
a Macbeth who never had a thought of murder on his mind. 

His lady Macbeth, a beautiful number named Mrs. Coleman-Pope, never 
was able to have her foul plot heard either. She and Macready had to 
slug through two acts in pantomime. Then a chair was hurled on the stage. 
It crashed to pieces at Macready’s feet. He bowed and went on with his 
dumb act. Another chair came sailing through the smell-bound house. 
When they began coming over in sets, the curtain was .lowered to note 
a lapse of crime. 

The cheese of police, Mr. Matsell to you, and a squad of cops got Mac- 
ready into a closed carriage. C. W. Clarke, an actor, as distinguished 
from W. C. Macready, a star, went out front and pleaded with the 
peasants not to put the finger-on him. “I’m an American,” he said, “and 
my family is dependent on my exertions for its maintenance, which is my 
only justification for having consented to play with Mr. Macready.” The 
mob understood that “exertions” meant acting and desisted with Clarke. 

But the Upper 10 didn’t get the distinction. Headed by Washington 
Irving, they addressed a diplomatic note to W. C., urging him to continue 
his engagement come hell or asafoetida. Macready took this as if it were 
a command performance from his King and returned May 10. 

Placards were dropped around town to the effect that the crew of a 
British Cunard liner docked in New York were going to be on hand to 
Sustain Macready’s performance by force of arms. That did it. It was 
the Battle of Murray Hill all over again. By 7 o’clock Astor Place was 
packed so tight even an Astor couldn't get in on a pass. Half of the seats 
were occupied by cops and the rest by trouble-makers. 

The curtain’s rise brought groans, hisses, jeers, cheers and cries of 
“Throw him out!” Macready begged Hackett to be allowed to call it quits, 
but Hackett belonged to the Horatio Algerian school and believed the 
show must go on. Four rioters were arrested and clinked in a temporary 
jail under the boxes. The clink had a gaslight and the jailed critics pro- 
ceeded to add shavings to the light. The cops pulled them out before 
they and the house went up in flames. 

While putting out the fire, the coppers heard rocks sailing through the 
windows of the opera house. Paving stones began coming over in bundles. 
Soon there was nothing but broken glass windows between Macready and 
his loyal public—or Tory-adores—as they were called. 

Horses Trampled Upon! 

The barrage having been laid down, the mob began assaulting the opera 
house from all sides. Here the military cut to the chase. On the mayor's 
orders cavalry moved up at 9 o’clock from the City Hall, First came the 
first division of the state militia, then came the national guard. The 
cavalry tried to cut through from Broadway to the Bowery and found that 
people are sometimes tougher than horses. The horses were thrown and 
trampled on, and the troopers were lucky enough to escape underfoot. 

The national guard next tried to drive their way to the besieged theatre 
and found themselves knocked all the way from the Bowery to Broadway, 














but with paving stones. Six, including a captain, were knocked uncon- 
| Scious by the Belgian apples. 

Next of course came the order to fire over the heads of the Unfriendly 
| Sons of Mother Macready’s Son, W. C. That only brought more paving 
stones. A detail was digging them out of the street with crowbars. 

The next order was to let the partisans have it, and not with asafoetida 


| In addition to son, her husband|who did the murders and I was | either. Two Americans went down with the first volley. one shot through 
Ruvin Heifitz, violin teacher, and | surprised to find out I was right. | 


two daughters, one of whom is the | Then again I figured I’m not such a | 


the right cheek. He was the first dead duck to give his life to the su- 
periority of American renditions of Shakespeare. * 

After this volley there was the usual retreating and reforming of lines. 
In the retreat the cops and the military took advantage of the situation 
and blocked off both ends of the Astor Place so that the Broadway mod 
could not contact the Bowery bunch. 

Some guy claiming to be a General Sandford, who had apparently re- 
membered the way Napoleon disbursed the French revolution, then 0or- 
dered some grapeshot brought into action. The first rounds from the 
brass cannons peppered buildings over the heads of the mob. In reprisal 
came the paving stones again. Down went more brass. Whereupon the 
General Sandford ordered Colonel Duryea to let ’em have it low. 

This round really made the legit-lovers give ground. They retreated 
all the way to Lafayette, and he wasn’t there. Here the military split the 
Forrest partisans into further fragments and picked them off until the 
dawn’s early light revealed 22 New Yorkers had been killed betwee! 
Lafayette Square and Astor Place, and enough injured to convince eve! 
Macready that as a tragedian he sure could slay them. 

He never finished out his farewell performance and though I am not 
one to throw caution to the winds, I doybt now that he ever will. 
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Wednesday, January 15, 1947 


VARIETY 








Broadway 


Ruth Goode handling publicity for 
Concert Hall Society recordings. 

Publicist Bill Danziger under doc- 
tor’s care*with fungus-foot infection. 

Margaret Perry named assistant to 
Gant Gaither, who's reviving “Craig’s 
Wife.” 

Harry Burns, vet comic, to the 
Coast on a Metro contract. Driving 
there. 

Louis Basil, Loew's State pitband 
leader, on a two-week vacation in 
Havana. 

Dudley Digges. back in “The Ice- 
man Cometh” after grippe, Frank 
Tweddell having subbed. 

Harold Koplar, operator of the 
Chase hotel, St. Louis, on a talent- 
buying expedition in N. Y. 

Indie producer Lionel Toll, accom- 

anied by Sam Berns, left by car 
conden (13) for the Coast. 


Robert Garland, Journal-American | 


critic, a “celebrity” guest at Leon 
and Eddie’s on Sunday (12). 

Oliver Sayler, of Assn. of Theatri- 
cal Agents and Managers, recuper- 
ating from pneumonia at home. 

Kay Francis returning to “State of 
the Union,” Edith Atwater, who re- 
placed, going into “A Parlor Story.” 

Tom Kilpatrick, general manager 


for Brock Pemberton, to Chicago, 
looking over “Harvey” company 
there. 


Robert Burke, Jr., son of the titket 
broker, has taken over Miller Place 
Inn, on the north shore 
Island. 

RKO exploiteer Harry Reiners ad- 
vised by medicos not to take 
projected Miami junket due to ticker 
trouble. 

Freddie Trenkler temporarily out 


of “Icetime” to skate in the Sonja | 


— ice revue opening in Madison 
juare Garden. 

Frank Rosenberg, Columbia's Coast 
pub-ad chief, in New York for a 
couple weeks of huddles on forth- 
coming campaigns. 

Timmie Rogers, 


finishing seven- 


month stint at Cafe Society Down- | 


own, to Coast yesterday (Tues.) for 
visit with home folks. 

Gypsy Markoff, currently touring 
the Pacific area for USO-Camp 
Shows, is in a Tokyo hospital suffer- 
ing from acute bronchitis. 

Met’s Dorothy Kirsten and Oscar 
Karlweis to sing in “A Waltz Dream,” 
operetta revival slated for Brooklyn 
Academy of Music Jan. 30. 

John Gielgud and his company 
will meet the press at a cocktail 
party Thursday (16), Theatre Guild 
and John C. Wilson hosting. 


Malcolm Kingsberg, RKO theatres 


head, and his wife left for the Coast 
last Thursday (9) for 
combination business-vacation trip. 

William C. Gehring, 20th-Fox cen- 


tral salesmanager, receiving further | 


medical treatment at home after a 
iege .in Buffalo’s Millard Fillmore 
ospital. 

Victor Jory to be narrator 
the Transfilm documentary short, 
“Pueblo Boy.” second in the Ford 
Motor Co. series, to be cut within 
next 10 days. 

Morton Downey heads the new 
supper show at the Waldorf’s Wedg- 
wood Room starting Friday (17). 
Emil Coleman orchestra holds over 
along with Mischa Borr’s Latin band. 


for 


Margaret Lockwood, British screen | 


star, will head for the U. S. to at- 
tend the Yank preem of “Bedelia,” 
pic in which she plays the leading 
role, if her current British produc- 
tion commitments permit. 

John Effrat, William Cahn’s pro- 
duction manager, will handle stage 
duties on Patricia Coleman’s 

Darling. Darling. Darling!” now in 
rehearsal, in addition to his “Top- 
litzky of Notre Dame” duties. 

Jack Lenny, of the Paul 
agericy, postponed his marriage to 
dancer Betty Jane Smith because 
Matt Kelly, former agent but now 
a lustice-of-the-peace at Carmel. 
N is vacationing. Kelly, who 
gets many of the vauders’ patronage, 
Is due to officiate. 


Pittsburgh 


a By Hal Cohen 

Poor Nut” at Playhouse has been 
extended an extra week. 

Janie Knight celebrating her sec- 
ond anni with Bill LeRoy band. 

Skip Nelson, singer, and Vido 
Musso’s band have parted company. 
patie. Triangle Players will do 

Dodsworth” as its next production. 

Blackie Forrester has rejoined 
Den aerial staff of Hollywood Show 

Georgie Price into Little Jackie 
Heller’s Carousel for a couple of 
weeks. 

Sammy Netesco, Baron Elliott 
trumpet man, majoring in music at 
Duquesne U. 

Bill McCraw came up from Texas 
to speak at testimonial dinner to 
Herman Beiersdortf. 

Philip Moses picked for leading 
role in “Y” Playhouse production 
of “A Bell For Adano.” 

Tech drama_ school rehearsing 
Chekhov's Three Sisters” under di- 
rection of Mary Morris. 

Al Gorson back in town for UA, 
this time drum-beating Hedy La- 
marr’s “Strange Woman.” 

Joan Brooks headlining new floor 
show at William Penn's Terrace 
Room with Sinclair and Alda. 

Jimmy Totman. WB advertising 
chief, has brought his family home 
from a Davtona Beach vacation. 

Charlie Earley’s Peter Paul-spon- 


of Long | 


three-week | 


Small | 


sored noon newscasts on KDKA 
have been renewed for 52 weeks. 
Johnny Harris back to Coast .and 
flies from there 4 Mexieo City for 
installation of a Variety Club tent. 
Gladys Schmitt, author of “David 
the King,” okay again following flu 
attack and back to work on her 


new book. 
Washington 


By Florence 8S. Lowe 

| ‘Treasure Island, recent casualty of 
ithe nitery slump, judged bankrupt 
in District court past week. 








| Metro’s Frances’ Gifford and 
| parents due in Sunday (19) for some | 
sight seeing and maybe some tub 
thumping. 

Sam Schanker, owner of Club 
Cairo. local bistro, celebrated birth- 
day last week by giving femme 


customers a pair of nylons. 
WWDC-FM’s time table says they 
will be on air April 1 with approxi- 
| mately 3 kw of radiated power and 
a temporary antenna structure, 

Louis Armstrong and orch 

ast Sunday (12) to open Music 
fall, new sepia dance spot which 
will feature Negro name bands. 

C. E. Peppiatt, district manager 
for 20th-Fox, the Sam Diamonds and 
Nat Rosen, all in from Philadelphia 
for 20th's D. C. exchange party past 
week, 

Town’s musical fare for month in- 
cludes Paul Draper-Larry Adler 
concert Jan. 19, Paul Whiteman Jan 
20, and Alec Templeton Jan, 23, all 
at Constitution Hall. 

Ezra Stone and Jackie Kelt, of the 
i“Henry Aldrich” airer, brought 
| cheer to Mt. Alto Vets’ Hospital past 
Sunday 
| stepped up USO-VA program. 

National Symphony goes Broad- 
| way in its current fund-raising cam- 
paign by soliciting “angels” who 
will contribute to till, with screen 
star Robert Cummings named as 
| first “angel.” 

Film Row here agog over 
that J. E. (Eddie) Fontaine has re- 
| signed as D. C. exchange head for 
| Paramount after 25 years with that 
company to take over 
for David Selznick in this area. 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 
| Jimmy Durante nixed offers from 
| local spots. 


| Gail Meredith ticketed for Park 
| Avenue Club. 
Pat Rooney added to new Five 


| O'Clock show. 
Martha Raye and Nick Condos at 
King Cole hotel. 
Bad biz forced 
| shows at Jewel Box. 


elimination of 


| Chez Paree due to open any ‘day, | 


;now that Hialeah is open. 
| B. S. Pully and Gump into Black- 
stone hotel’s Rose Room. 
Bruce Cabot down from 
Beach to make the rounds. 
Sophie Tucker at Shelborne hotel 
while filling Beachcomber engage- 
ment, 


Palin 


Irene Brooks, Coast thrush, added | 


to show at Ben Gaines’ Blackamoor 
| room. 

Jane Froman holds over at Colonial 
Inn for week with Joe E. Lewis 
| show. 

Carlos Ramirez winding up 
here and heading for Las Vegas en- 
gagement. 

Gay Nineties show installed in 
Mardi Gras, with the rumba setup 
eliminated. 

Joey Adams, Mark Plant and Tony 
|Canzoneri into Five O'Clock Club, 
| Friday (17). 
| Slapsie Maxie 





Rosenbloom and 


Max Baer head new show at Kitty | 


Davis’, Jan. 31. 

New Hotel Martinique preemed 
| for season with lavish party for press 
and civic biggies. 

Benny Davis. writing 
song for Mt. Sinai (Beach) hospital 
building fund drive. = 

Mrs. Ben Bernie in town. Partici- 
pated in tennis tournament at Gros- 
singer-Pancoast hotel. 


for annual stay. Barney (Par) Bala- 
ban also reserved suite. 

Brook Club and Club 86 opened 
this week. sans shows until situash 
as regards casinos clears up. 


to absorb more sun and spend more 
time with wife Dorothy Dey. 

Chandra Kaly and dancers depart- 
ing Latin Quarter show here for en- 
gagement at Lou Walters N Y. spot. 

Frank Sinatra due in town any 
|day. May fill five-day date at Co- 
| lonial Inn before taking that extend- 
| ed vacash. 

Ha-Ha Club. 
solid biz with 
Norman show. 
cees and hosts. 

Diosa Costello and Pupi Campo 
dickering to move into Ciro’s, swank 
spot which has been experiencing 
boxoffice staggers. 

Mocamba folded last week. New 
operation embracing Russian-Hun- 
garian policy planned. Losses will 
reach close to 40 grand. 

Al Jolson and the missus, Joe E. 
Lewis and Martha Stewart joined 
colony at Lord Tarleton hotel. Danny 
Kaye expected any day. 

Vagabonds debuted in own room 
at Clover Club. Doubling between 
big room and the intime spot. Beth 
Challis. Betty Reilly. Copsey & Ayres 
'and line round out show. 





Hallandale. 
Jackie Maye-Karyl 
Bennett Greem em- 





here | 


(12) as first feeture in the} 


news | 


distribution 


stay | 


campaign | 


Jack Robbins due at Lord Tarleton | 


Dean Murphy delaying departure | 


domg | 


London 


musical comedy star, Jan. 2. 

_Emile Littler dickering for English 
rights to the onetime Broadway hit, 
“The Animal Kingdom.” 

Gordon Sandison succeeds Llewel- 
lyn Rees as acting general secretary 
of British Actors’ Equity. 

Toti Del Monte back in England 
after eight years absence. Doing 11 





Nanette Rees, ex-ENSA gal, has 
been chosen by the BBC as No. 1 
television crooner out of 500 appli- 
cants. 

Felixtowe’s Summer 
stroyed by fire Jan. 2 


Theatre de- 
causing aban- 


donment of current pantomime at- 
traction, 

Valentine Dyall, BBC actor. in 
fight mixup after Chelsea Arts Ball 


which resulted in him having to pay 
$16 fine. 

Annual International Horse Show, 
discontinued with the war, is being 
resumed this year at the White City 
|} instead of Olympia. 
John Penrose skedded to 
jnew Vernon Sylvaine play, “Quiet 
in the Forest,’ which will have a 
| provincial tryout early in February 
Jack Hylton has renamed 
Herbert's “Gypsy Lady” “Romany 
| Love,” with show going to His Ma- 
| jesty’s theatre after Manchester try- 
} out. 
| Joan Rock, ex-Cochran girl, now 
appearing in the Windmill theatre 
Revudeville, is quitting shov 
her marriage to Nyles Galer, Cana- 
dian flyer 


star in 


whiz on 
ao Ori 


Daughter born to Gabriel Brune, | sprained ankle sustained in 


} 
i 


j 
} 
i 


concerts, including three in London. | 


Victor | 


Sid Phillips took over the band | 
at . Cocoanut Grove nitery with 
| Diana Ward, American owner and 


former musical comedy star, staging 
a comeback. 
Malden’s, Surrey loss in five years 


$17,600, which has caused the 
council to cancel summer entertain- 
ments this year. 

Joan Miller, who made such a big 


is seriously ill in hospital 
| spinal paraylsis and will be unable 
| to work for at least six months. 


| Chase for one of the femme roles in 
| “Harvey,” to be done in London in 
| spring, with casting to start as soon 
|as Brock Pemberton arrives here. 
Sydney Box, who acquired rights 
to Maurice Cowan’s new play, “The 
|Girl Who Was Tired of Love,” is 
| considering an offer to stage it on 
| Broadway 
| London. 
| New Year's Honor List had three 
|showbiz names—Ralph Richardson, 
who became a knight: 





| 


on its open-air theatre amounts to | 
local } 


i 


i 


hit in Elsa Shelley’s “Pick-Up Girl,” | 
with | 


June Clyde dickering with Mary | 


| 
| 
j 
} 
| 


before producing it in} 


Basil Dean, | 


{founder of ENSA, and Ninette de | 
Valois, director of Sadler’s Wells 
ballet, who got the C.B.E. 


Wyndham’s theatre, is having bad 
run of luck. First Basil Radford, 


one of the stars, was compelled to 


quit due to ill health, and now Con- 
|stance Cummings, wife of the 
| author, who is also starring in the 


| play, is out for same reason. 

| Ralph S. Peer, now in Paris, off to 
Barcelona in a few days, to be fol- 
lowed by Spain, Portugal, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Belgium and Holland. 
Itinerary takes him to Mar. 1 after 
which he returns to. London for three 


mitted to Laurence Olivier’s show 
“Born Yesterday,” now touring 
provinces, the Great Dante has to 





| weeks. then Ireland for week. Ex- | 
pects to be back home middle of 
| April. . 


Benn Levy’s “Clutterbuck,” at the 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
} 


| 
| 


Due to Garrick theatre being com- 


vacate house Jan. 18. He departs for | 


two weeks holiday to Copenhagen 
after which he starts tour for Moss 
Empires, General Theatres and Stoll 
Circuit which will take him up to 
|} end of year. 

Two Chinese 


operas are being 


| 


staged at the Westminster Jan. 20 | 


by the son of the Chinese Ambas- 
|sador, with cast of amateurs headed 
by Mrs. Y. S. Chen (wife of the 
| First Secretary at the Embassy) in 
| the only femme role. Shows, “Fish- 
erman’s Revenge” and “Mademoiselle 
| Phoenix.” will be staged in classical 
style, with no scenery. 





| Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Curly’s nitery has Roscoe Ates. 
Danny O'Neill into Hotel Radisson 
| Flame Room. 
+ North Star Drama Guild offering 
|“Hasty Heart.” 
| Cecil Golly 
Lowry Terrace. 

St. Paul Civie Opera Co. 
“Madame Butterfly.” 


orchestra into Hotel 





r 


| critic Joe Reade follows later. 


for Harry Warren testimonial din- 
ner. | 

Blossom Seeley, recovered from ~ ‘ 

' i]- Jeff Donnell laid up with flu. 
iat Mi Shirley T 

waukee, rejoined hubby Benny ale: a Ms * g  eny by flu. 
Fields, playing Hotel Radisson Flame  7**CXancer f, douart divorced. 
Room. _Nelson Eddy to Arizona on vacae 

Lenny Greenberg, drive leader, ton. 
and Harry Gittleson and Herb) Warren Duffs to Phoenix on vaca- 
Greenblatt, assistant sales and dis- tion. 
trict manager, respectively, here for Jan Kiepura planed to Mexico 
RKO Depinet campaign sales meet- City. 
ing. Russell Birdwell in from New 

Burglars who broke into Varsity, York. 
indie nabe theatre, cracked safe and Adele Jergens bedded with bron- 
got away with $2,000 in currency | chitis, 
and did other damage, robbery loss \Milion Sperling vacationing at Sun 
being Only partially covered by in- Valley 
surance. ss P Inez Cooper hospitalized for minor 

Ice-Capades plays annual St.) cureery. 
Paul Auditorium engagement Feb. Paula Stone vacationing at Palm 
24-March 4 with nine evening and! Springs. : 
two matinee performances’ while Marian Alden hospitalized § for 
Shipstad-Johnson “Tee Follie of | surgery. 
1947” is set for Arena here April 15 Allyn Joslyn laid up with thro: 
May 9. : : ; nfection, 

Max Shulman off to New York for Cathy O'Donnell returned from 
start of rehearsals of his “Barefoot | Manhattan. 
Boy With Cheek,” being produced Abel and Grace Green in from 
by George Abbott, and taking along | New York. 
for latter's perusal script of drama- June Clayworth recovering afier 
tization of best-seller “Mr. Roberts.” jong illness. 
co-authored by him and Tom Heg- Carl Dudley to Honolulu on a 16m 
gin, who wrote the book film mission. 

ere — Phil Terry to Carmel-by-the-Sea 


on vacation. 
| Edward Arnold started his seventh 
year at Metro. 
Dave Lewis back from Sweden. Dave O’Brien recovering from an 
Paul Graetz back after gandering eye operation. 
Rome. Peggy Ann Nilsson broke leg play- 
John B. Nathan for a quick look- | ing badminton. 
see in Switzerland Sidney Franklin to 


Paris 


e¢ Santa Fe for 
Marcel 


Pagnol polishing up his month’s siesta. 
‘Primeval Man” script Armida called off her divorce suit 
Maurice Lancaster compiling’ a against Bud Glenn. 


Rita Hayworth returned to work 
after 10 days’ illness, 

John Farrow and Maureen 
van to Palm Springs. 

Edward Dmytryk heading for 
Switzerland next month. 


list of Paris restaurants. 
Georges Huysman_ appointed 
French picture rep at UNESCO. 
Gilbert Conte having his new ap- 
partment bedroom done deep blue. 
Cliff L. Fischer here for a few days 


Sulli- 


rest on the Riviera before sailing Henry Koster vacationing at the 
back home. | Last Frontier, Las Vegas. 

Maurice Chevalier planning to Gabriel Pascal in town for the 
take a week’s rest in his Riviera | first time in seven years. 
villa before sailing. Robert Taylor piloted his own 


plane to Amarillo, Texas. 
John Hoyt bicycling between roles 
Warners and Columbia. 
Sol Lesser and Barney Briskin re- 


Lucienne Benitez-Rexach, 
French stage actress, 
about $680,000 in 
ties and jewels. 


former 
robbed of 
currency, securi- | al 


Roland Toutain doing an impro- | turned from Palm Springs. 
vised turn for Bernard Hilda at | Paulette Goddard and Burgess 
Club Champs Eylsees and getting | Meredith in from New York. 
plenty laughs from his adlibbing. Frances Rafferty filed suit for di- 


vorce against John E. Horton. 
Lon Chaney suing a contractor 
about a dry swimming pool. 
Martha Vickers will be Queen of 
i wet ise so the Junior Prom at Michigan U. 
; Darryl F. Zanuck returned to his 
Dubli i desk after vacationing at Sun Vallev. 
In | Della Rocca, Italian ambassador- 
at-large, gandering the film studios. 
Julian Johnston back at his 20th- 
Fox desk after three weeks in New 
York 
James Brown going to England in 
pring for the tennis games at Wim- 
bledon., 
Harry H. Thomas on tour of PRC 
listribution agencies in the Pacific 
Noi 


Cecile Sorel, Comedie Francaise 
leading comedienne in the days of | 
Clemenceau, and who later appeared 
in revues, publishing her memoirs. 





By Maxwell Sweeney 
Longford Productions on _five- 
week swing around western towns. 
Patricia Fielding, lead in Gaiety 
pantomime, just screentested for 
Warners. 
G. F. D. branch supervisor Robert 
C. McKew leaves for talks with head 
office in London soon, 
Producer Ria Mooney 
rural drama groups on 
and stage management. 
Actor Dan O’Herlihy planes to 
Hollywood _ shortly. Actor-music- 


thwest. 

tosalind Russell re-elected as a 
director of the Pizabeth Kenny 

Foundation. 

Bob Hope mapping a vacation tour 
of South America and Africa, start- 
ing in June. 

Jane Novak, former star, gets her 
first main title billing in Hal Wallis’ 
'“Desert Fury.” 

Lamar Trotti to Uruapan, Mexico, 
for huddles with the “Captain from 
Castile” troupe. 

Bill Williams and Barbara Hale 
returned from a two-month personal 
appearance tour. 

Irene Manning to Houston to 
start a concert tour winding up in 
Washington, D. C. 

Donald O’Connor reached his 21st 
birthday and collected a trust fund 
of $23,904, his earnings as a minor. 

Donald Nelson to Washington to 
wind up details of his old job with 

'the Army and Navy munitions 
board. 

William Lindsay Gresham in town 

‘to huddle with George Jesse) about 
ithe filming of his novel, “Nightmare 
| Alley.” 
Jerry Fairbanks cited by the Los 
| Angeles Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals for his short 
subject, “Be Kind to Animals.” 

Del Mar racetrack, in which a 
flock of filmites, headed by Arnold 


lecturing 
production 


Dermot Walsh here on brief vaca- 
tion from Gainsborough Studios, 
where he is working in “Jassy.” 

Noel Purcell and Eddie Byrne 
back from “Captain Boycott” set at 
Pinewood for stage productions. 

Louis Elliman, managing-director 
of Metropole & Allied Cinemas, to 
London for talks with Odeon inter- 
ests. 

Abbey’s Siobhan McKenna named 
for Minnie Powell role in Two Cities 
Production of O’Casey’s “Shadow of 
a Gunman.” 

Producer Frank Dermody, who 
left Abbey Theatre to work with 
Gabriel Pascal, is back for a spell | 
to produce Irish-speaking  panto- 
mime “Fernando agus an Dragan” 
(“Ferdinand and the Dragon”). 


Stockholm 


Censor stopped 14 films last year 
as against only five in 1945. 


Swedish film firms dickering for 
Danish actress Lisbeth Movin. 


Jack Hylton expected here in May 





with a 65-person ice show at the Grant, New York and Coast picture 
Cirkus. attorney, hold the majority interest 
Oxford Films to release Swedish | turned in a net of $350,000 during 


the fiscal year ending last Sept. 30. 


| 2 - oc”? 3 Ss w= 
a eo i +S Earnings amounted to about $100 for 
; : ae each outstanding share of stock. 
UA’s Swedish distrib company ee te a 


offering | 


Hotel Dyckman Robin Hood Room | 


' discontinuing floor shows. 

Max Torodor, indie circuit owner, 
| wintering in Phoenix, Ariz. 
| Walter Alford here ahead of Bal- 
ilet Theatre skedded for Lyceum 
i Feb. 4-7. 
| Ralph Maw. M-G-M district man- 
| aver. off to Des Moines for sales con- 
ference. 

George Lovett & Co. into Andy’s 
nitery with Joe Griffin, Sam Palmer 
and Jerry Mayerson band. 

Nip Nelson back at Hotel Nicollet 
Minnesota Terrace for second en- 
gagement with Laurette & Clymas. 

North Central Allied. directors 
meeting here this week te appoint 
new executive secretary to succeed 
Donald Swartz. resigned. 

M. A. Levy and Walter Hoffman, 
| 20th-Fox district manager and ex- 

ploiteer, respectively, to Des Moines 








' weeks of shooting. Pic stars Danish 


protesting government censor’s ban | 
of “The Outlaw.” 

Recent theatre fire in Ange re- 
sulted in injuries to two persons 


Impresario S. Kahana leaving for 
— 7 7 the U.S. to ink prominent artists 
and ine om - me anne | for guest performances in Palestine. 

Opera diva Hjoerdis Schymberg | Szymon Goldberg, formerly first 
leaves for New York, Jan. 18, for @ | violinist of the Berlin Philharmonic 
debut at the Met early in February. 


| Orchestra, playing as soloist with 

Paul Robeson, Marian Anderson, | the Palestine Philharmonic. 
Nino Martini and Claudio aon | Habimah players presenting the 
slated for appearances in Sweden | “Dreyfus Affair” a the Zion Cinema 
this year. with the role of Emile Zola played 

British pix companies making of- | alternately by Bertonoff and Meskin. 
fers to film actress Eva Dahlbeck | Tel Aviv municipality’s Cherni- 
but she’s unwilling to leave her | chovsky memorial prize of $400 
family in Sweden. | awarded to Abraham Shlonsky for 
Sture Lagerwall leaving soon for | his 
Norway where he’s been inked to | “Hamlet” 
appear in a show produced by | Onegin.” 
Georg Lokkeberg in Trondheim. Marking 10th anniversary of the 

Danish director Bodil Ipsen com- | Palestine Philharmonic Orchestra, 
pleted “The Wedding Night,” his | series of gala concerts will be held 
first Swedish film, in only three throughout Palestine with first per- 
formance in Tel Aviv’s Habimah 
Hall Jan. 23 


translation: of Shakespcare’s 


and Pushkin’s “Eugen 


actor Max Hansen. 












































Answering inquiries concerning the 


FLZNICK RELEASING ORGANIZATION 


Facilities will be available for only a limited number of 
pictures other than those produced by the Selznick pro- 
ducing units; and only for product of outstanding quality 
and great commercial appeal. 


This basic policy will make it impessible for us to con- 
sider any but a few of those propositions with which we have 


been deluged since the formation of our organization, 


We nevertheless appreciate and shall not soon forget 
either the enthusiastic confidence in our plans on the part of 
so many individuals and organizations, nor the attitudes 
toward us throughout the industry, 


We are proud of the “Tradition of Quality” of the Selz- 
nick trademark. We believe that its scrupulous and undevi- 
ating refusal to “water the milk” is unparalleled in the 
history of the industry. And we pledge ourselves to adopt 
and to adhere to the standards of the Selznick producing 


units. 


We believe that this way, and only this way, can a new and 


independent distributing company make an important con- 
tribution to the business. 


SELZNICK RELEASING ORGANIZATION 
NEIL AGNEW, President 


Selling and control offices have already been established in 


LOS ANGELES NEW YORK LONDON BUENOS AIRES 
CHICAGO * DALLAS BOSTON ATLANTA 


ey 





Wednesday, January 15, 1947 











